OnTV.

Take advantage of the best
local guide to what's on TV
next week with The Tele-
gram’s handy schedule of
programming.
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Sports:

Norton and Northern Valley
teams to compete in Hill
City C-Team Tournament.
Shrine Bowl players an-
nounced.
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Norton, Kansas
Home of Mark Whitney

Congressman
begins tour

Congressman Jerry Moran
began the first leg of his 10th
annual Big First Listening Tour
today with a stop in Stockton.
Stops in this area include a stop at
9 a.m. Saturday in downtown Hill
City; and at 10:30 a.m., Saturday
in downtown Logan.

Residents are invited to meet Mr.
Moran at either of these stops.
During the tour, he will visit in each
of the 69 counties of the district.

Booster Club
will meet Jan. 4

The Norton Blue Jay Booster
Club is taking a break during the
winter vacation and will not meet
this week.

The next meeting will be at 7:30
p.m., Wednesday, Jan. 4, in the
high school cafeteria. Wrestling
coach, Bill Johnson; girl’s basket-
ball coach, Kevin lilka; boy’s
basketball coach, Doug Reusink,
will speak on their respective
teams’ early season competition
and preview upcoming contests.
Refreshments will be served. All
Norton Community High School
sports fans are invited.

Paper needs
weather watcher

For 10 years Paul and Pat Howell
recorded the daily temperature
highs and lows for The Norton
Telegram. Following Mr. Howell’s
death in November, Mrs. Howell
has continued the daily reports.
However, she feels it is time for
someone else to take over.

If you are an interested weather
watcher and would enjoy keeping
those records, please call The
Telegram at 877-3361.

Forecast:

Tonight — Lows in the upper 20s.
Thursday — Highs in the mid 50s.
Southwest winds around 10 mph.
Thursday night — Lows in the upper
20s. Friday — Highs around 50.
Northwest winds 10 to 20 mph. Friday
night — Lows in the mid 20s. Satur-
day — Highs in the lower 50s.

Howell report:

Friday ..o High 61, Low 40
Saturday ........cccoeevrnne. High 54, Low 30
sunday ......ooeveerenenen, High 58, Low 36
Monday ........cceevnne. High 64, Low 33
Tuesday .......cooevevvereenene. High 56, Low 36
Week ago .........ccevvne. High 39, Low 25
Monthago ........c......... High 28, Low 20
Yearago .......cecevevenn. High 43, Low 25

December precipitation ....... .60 inches

Year-to-date precipitation ... 22.75 inches
(Readings taken at the Paul and Pat Howell farm
10 Miles North and 1/3 Mile East of Norton)

God, we pray you will bestow your
grace and blessings on friends and
loved ones and that they will walk close
to you during the new year. Amen

Kurt Douglas vaccuumed the floors to help get Saturday night’s New Year’s Eve party.

Norton’s new teen center, The Rock, ready for

Councilwoman stands up for city employee

By VERONICA MONIER

Public criticism of a city employee
didn’t set well with one councilwoman
and she said so at the council meeting on
Wednesday.Councilwoman ElaineMann
said she has been the Parks Committee
chairwoman for the past year and would
liketo commend the parks and cemetery
crews.

Unfortunately, shesaid, therehasbeen
alotof publicairinglately, referringmost
recently to aletter to the editor that was
published in The Norton Telegram on
Dec. 16 about thecondition of theNorton
Cemetery.

“It’s been a very eventful year and |
think the crews have done a wonderful

Chamber
provides
holiday food

By VERONICA MONIER

The Norton Area Chamber of Com-
merce held its annual Christmas Dinner
Sunday at the United Methodist Church.

Thebuffet-styledinner wasfor anyone
who couldn’t be with loved ones on
Christmas Day, said Chamber Director
Karla Reed. The Chamber brought tur-
key, ham, potatoes and gravy, sweet po-
tatoesand corn.

Thosewhoattended brought saladsand
dessertsto round out the meal.

Forty-eight people attended thisyear.

“It wasanice crowd,” Ms. Reed said.
“Andyou couldn’t haveaskedforamore
beautiful day.”

Ms. Reed saidthedinner wasstarted by
George Jones, former owner of Hall’s
Clothing and LuJon’s, in 1984, so that
peoplewhodidn’t haveanywhereelseto
go would have somewhereto eat Christ-
masdinner.

job,” shesaid.

“It upsets me when an individual em-
ployeeisattacked. If anyonefindsfault,
they shouldwalk inan employee’ sshoes
for aday.”

Rather than singling out individual
employees, she said, peoplewho are up-
set about something needtotalk to either
the council or City Administrator Rob
Lawson.

Shesaidthecrews, including parksand
cemetery, have alot to do, and try their
best to get everything done.

The crews went around the city and
trimmedtreesfor theliving, andsodidn’t
get al of thetreestrimmed for thedead,”
shesaid. “ Theseven-year drought hasn't

— Telegram photo by Carolyn Plotts

helped either.”

Mr. Lawson said Parks Supervisor
Steve Cole, who was mentioned in the
|etter, worksunder abudget and doeswhat
heistoldtodoby himself and, inturn, the
council. Hesaid hewouldlikecomplaints
to start with him and he will direct them
asneeded.

Mrs. Mann said Mr. Cole will work
long hoursinthesummer wheneveryone
elseistaking avacation.

“Hebendsover backwardstoget things
done,” shesaid.

Councilman Jerry Jones agreed and
said the parks department does a very
good job, considering thenumber of staff
available and the budget they have to

‘Rock’
ready
to roll

Teen hang out
to open Saturday

By CAROLYN PLOTTS

Dick Clark isn’t the only one counting
downtothenew year.

Volunteersat TheRock, Norton’ snew
non-denominational youth center, are
counting down the daysuntil their open-
ing at 8 p.m. Saturday night for a“teens
only” New Y ear’ sEve party.

The Rock ison the northeast corner of
theintersection of Mainand State streets
in downtown Norton.

Volunteer Pat Douglassaidthereisstill
lotsto bedone, but it will beready.

Considering the board of directorsfor
theteencenter didn’ t get possession of the
buildinguntil latesummer, their progress
isamazing.

Decoratedinahipindustrial stylewith
lotsof metal and bold colorsonthewalls,
the 5,000 squarefoot facility will feature
an X-Box gamearea, abig-screentel evi-
sion, aboard gamearea, an | nternet/com-
puter area, apool tableandfoosball area,
andastagefor musical performancesand
speakers. Chief designers are Rochelle
Cox and Stacy Richmond.

Thedining and serving areaswill have
finished hardwood floors while the
kitchenwill havevinyl tile.

It is estimated that at least 1,000 man
hourshavea ready goneintotherenova-
tion of the former Browne’s Clothing

(Continued on Page 5)

work with.

In other business, the council:

e HeardfromMrs. Mannthat the Parks
Committee met with the Amusement
Association, also known as Norton
County Community Services Associa-
tion, to talk about their contract that was
writtenin 1992 for thefair grounds.

 Applied a3 percent cost of living ad-
justment that was budgeted to the city’ s
pay scale that will become effective the
firstfull pay periodinJanuary. Thecoun-
cil also gave a 3 percent cost of living
raise, that will start Jan. 1, to the salariec
employees who are paid monthly and
quarterly.

(Continued on Page 5)
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Gary and Linda Matson were just two of the din- ing the annual Christmas dinner sponsored by the
ers who enjoyed the turkey and ham dinner dur- Norton Chamber. . —Telegram photo by Veronica Monier
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Kim Gallentine tried out the

g

recliner she and her mom

-3

bought at Sander Furniture with their Christmas On Us
winnings. Her mother, Donna Goscha won $1,000 in

\Women start spend

By VERONICA MONIER

DonnaGoscha, thegrand prize
winner of theshop at homepromo-
tion, Christmas On Us, has been
busy spending her winnings.

Mrs. Goschawona$1,000 after
her ticket was drawn during the
annual ChristmasOnUs drawing,
sponsored by The Norton Tele-
gramand Norton merchants.

She said her daughter, Kim
Gallentine, had givenher theticket
because she couldn’t make it, so
they were going to spend the
money together.

Thursday afternoon they did
justthat asMrs. Gallentinebought
two recliners from promotion
sponsor Sander Furniture. That
took care of about $640 of the

Tuesday, December 27,2005 THE NORTON TELEGRAM
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the annual shop-at-home promotion sponsored by

Norton merchants and The Norton Telegram.
— Telegram photo by Veronica Monier

Ing Christmas cash

$1,000 prize.

After buying the chairs, Mrs.
Goschawentto TheTelegramand
renewed her subscription, taking
care of another $60.

Shesaidthey havealso ordered
ameat tray from Jamboree Foods
togowiththeir Christmasdinner.

Therest of themoney, shesaid,
will be spent on groceries at both

Norton Shopand Saveand Jambo-
ree Foods.

Thisyear’ ssponsorswereFirst
State Bank, Kellie's, Norton
Flowers Gifts and Greenhouse,
Sander Furniture, JamboreeFoods
and Norton Shop and Save.

The money won from Christ-
mas On Us can only be spent at
sponsoring businesses.

‘The Rock’ to open for end-of-year party

(Continued from Page 1)
Store. Thebuildingwasdonatedto
thenon-profit organization by the
Brownefamily.

For the special party Saturday
night, teenswill pay $5 at thedoor
that will cover their food and soft
drinksall night.

The center will regularly be

open Saturday nightswithasmall
fee for admission. Teenswill be
able to buy nachos, popcorn,
candy and sodas. The directors
have agreed the same rules will
apply there as they do for school
dances, if ateenleavesthecenter,
they can’t return that night.

Itwill beavailable, however, for

other youth groups like Fellow-
shipof ChristianAthletesor Teens
For Christ, to use.

Parentscan beassuredthat adult
sponsorswill awaysbeonhandto
monitor activities and provide
good, wholesome entertainment.

Kurt Mann, volunteer and sec-
retary of the board, said, “Were-

Council supports employee

(Continued from Page 1)

e LearnedfromMr. Lawsonthat
the city will begin using a com-
pany called State Payments after
thefirst of theyear toaccept credit
cards for paying bills and court
costs. Hesaidtheserviceisfreefor
thecity butthecarduserishilleda
small fee.

* Heard from Mr. Jones that,
during thelast snow storm, heno-
ticed alot of peopledidn’t clean
thesnow off their sidewalks, mak-
ing them impassable. He said the
issue needed to be addressed.

* Learned from Mr. Jones that
his term, along with Council-

woman DonnaFoley and Council -
man Jim Williams' terms, are up
for election this year. He said
people who wish to run for these
positionsneedtofileby Tuesday,
Jan. 24.

e Accepted a bid from
Schreibersof Trussville, Ala., for
$313,120 for the counter current
aeration processequipmentfor the
sewer plant, contingent upon the
city’s contract document provi-
sionstaking precedence over any
discrepancies between Schreib-
ers’ proposal and the city’sre-
quirements. Schreibers was the
only company to bid.

» Approved cereal malt bever-
agelicenseapplicationsfor 2006:
Not for consumption on the pre-
mises— JamboreeFoods, Love's
Country Store, R& C Petroleum,
Pamida and Norton Shop and
Save; and for consumptiononthe
premises — Rainbow L anes,
Town and Country Kitchen and
PizzaHut.

* Paid bills in the amount of
$135,017.49.

* Recessed until 12:15 p.m. on
Friday, Dec. 30, to pay year-end
bills and take care of any other
year-end business.

Defibrillators to be updated

By CYNTHIA HAYNES

TheNorton County Emergency
Medical Service will soon have
blood pressureunitson all itsam-
bulancedefibrillators.

Ambulance Director Andy
Nielsen told the Norton County
commissionerslast week that heis
sending the three county unitsin
oneat atimeto berepaired.

The bill for the update won’t
arrived until all threeunitsarere-
paired, he said, which will be
sometime in 2006 so the service
doesn’'t have to worry about the
cost affecting the 2005 budget.

Assistant Director Ruth Schillig
asked if she could send some old
accountstothestateso tax refunds
could be garnished. She said it
costs 15 percent but that’s better
than the nothing the service has
received from those accounts.

She said she makes sure state-
ments are sent out every month
andtheserviceacceptspayments.
Some accounts have also been
turned over tothe county attorney
for collection, shesaid.

However, some will probably
never becollected, shesaid. Some
peopleowebutthey’ vediedwith-
out assets so there is no way to
collect. They asohavetowriteoff
part of every Medicare patient’s

bill because Medicare only pays
so much.

They aretrying towrite off bad
accountsandkeeptheir bookscur-
rent, shesaid.

Theambulanceservicebrought
in $136,000 | ast year and expects
to receive more this year, Mrs.
Schillig said. The differenceisa
better knowledgeof billingandac-
counts.

Commissioner John Miller
askedif thenew electronichilling
to Medicare and Medicaid helps.
Withelectronichilling, thedepart-
ment canfindoutif thereisaprob-
lem with the billing immediately
instead of several weeksdownthe
road.

Mrs. Schillig said that works
sometimes but there are glitches
with the system.

Shesaid she keepsall accounts
bothinthecomputer and on paper.
If theelectricity goesout or some-

thing they can still keep track of
things.

“Youcan'trely oncomputersall
thetime,” shesaid. “ There' snoth-
ing wrong with ol d-fashioned pa-
per.”

In other business, Mr. Nielsen:

* Said the department should
know around Jan. 20if itwill geta
grant to help build a new ambu-
lance building.

* Took a defibrillator to
Prairieland Electric and taught
four peopleto useit. Hewill hold
another class for five more
Prairieland employees after the
first of theyear, hesaid.

* Said hewasgoing totry to get
reimbursement from the state for
theemergency medical technician
bridge classthat isbeing given.

* Told the commissioners that
the ambulances will probably
makeafew lessrunsthisyear than
last.

Nobody covers
the Blue Jays
like we do!
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ally appreciate al the volunteer
help we' ve had and the generous
support from the community.”

Other board members are Bill
Johnson, president; Trent Rich-
mond, vice-president; Samantha
Fulton, treasurer; Julie Douglas,
Karla Anderson, Rochelle Cox
and BrendaDole.

Tovolunteer or help The Rock,
inany way, call Mr. Richmond at
877-4016 or Cody Shepherd at
877-2871.

Post office rates
will go up Jan. 8

By VERONICA MONIER

It' stimeto break outtheland2
cent stamps again as mailing
prices are going up on Sunday,
Jan. 8.

Norton Postmaster JaNan
O'Brien said first class postage
priceshaven’tbeenraisedforthree
years. Therisein costs, she said,
was mandated by Congress.

Most postal rates and fees will
be going up by about 5.4 percent.

Firstclassmail will risefrom 37
centsto 39 cents, postcard stamps
will gofrom 2310 24 cents, and a
stamped postcard will now be 26
cents.

For priority mail, flat rates cost
will now be$4.05for anenvel ope
and $8.10for abox. Expressmail
will be $14.40 for the first half

pound or aflat rate envelope and
$18.80 for packages weighing
over one-half pound up to twa
pounds.

Insurance will be starting at
$1.35, while delivery confirma-
tionwill be 50 centswith priority
mail or 60 cents with first class
mail; signature confirmation is
$1.90; and certified mail is$2.40.

Mrs. O’'Brien said 39 cent
stampsareavailablenow incails,
books of 20 and singles. One and
two cent stampsarealsoavailable.

But, shesaid, flat ratestampsfor
priority mail won't be available
until March.

The24-cent stamp and stampec
postcards should be available
sooner than March, but, she said,
shejust didn’t know.

City, county still owe
money to engineers

By VERONICA MONIER

Norton County and the City of
Norton will need to split the re-
mainder of themoney owedtoBG
Consultants, thecounty engineers,
for the airport runway project.

The project waspaid for witha
90-10grant—90percent waspaid
by the state and the other 10 per-
centwastobepaidby thecity and
county, each paying 5 percent of
thetotal cost.

The contracting company was
paid, but BG Consultantsis still
owed about $7,200, said Steve
Zodrow, an accountant with
MapesandMiller. Theconsulting
company has been paid $800.

Themistake happened because
of the confusion of how things
werecomingintothecounty, said
Mr. Zodrow. Ittook himawhileto
figureit all out aswell, hesaid.

County Clerk Robert Wyatt
asked the commissionersif they
wanted to pay the entire bill and
thenbill thecity for half or just pay
half. The county would write a
check thisweek, hesaid.

Mr. Zodrow said hewould talk
tothecity.

Commissioner Leroy Langsaid
the county should pay the entire
amount and then havethecity pay
the county itsshare.

Mr. Zodrow said that would be
the cleanest way to do it for audit
purposes.

SteveBerland, anengineer with
BG, said doing it that way would
help them get the project closed,
which would help with their end-
of-year audit.

In other business, the commis-
sioners:

e Will meet at 9 am. Friday tc
take care of end-of-the-month
business and next Tuesday.

* Moved the ending fund bal-
ances of the offices of clerk, trea-
surer, register of deeds, sheriff,
district court and appraiser; de-
partmentsof road and bridge, nox-
ious weed, solid waste, county
health and ambulance; and funds
for data processing and el ections
to capital outlay.

Theamountswill not beknown
until the funds are audited by
Mapesand Miller in 2006 but the
transfer had to be madein 2005.

* Held two closed sessions|ast-
ing 35 minuteswith County Clerk
Robert Wyatt to discuss non-
€lected personnel.

» Heardthat the Solomon Town-
shipisplanning to sell at auction
on Monday, Jan. 16, a piece of
property the county deeded to it
earlier thisyear.
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