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Advertising agencles
needtobe
more responsiole

It’s one thing to laugh at ourselves, but when the joke is avail-
able to the masses, the punch line can hurt.

Recently, a Subway restaurant in Oregon had an advertisement
promoting a new salmon sandwich with the punch line, “An-
other reason you’re lucky not to live in Kansas.”

The sandwich is available for a limited time and the ad ranin a
limited area, but two Kansas people saw it and were upset. Those
Kansans contacted Subway and Kansas media to get the word

out how upset they were.

They had every right to be mad.

The humor in Subway’s ad is there, since there isn’t any salmon
native to Kansas. But the mood of the one-liner has a negative,
insulting feel. The ad implies Kansas is not as good because it

doesn’t have salmon.

It all boils down to another massive corporation using insults
and negativity to get attention. It’s common in mass advertising.

Years ago, another fast-food franchise advertisement implied
those who only have a junior-college education were not as smart
as other people. A junior college advocacy organization quickly
contacted the company, told them the concern and the ad was

removed.

Watch today’s television commercials. A large majority of the
time someone or something, is made fun of in commercials. It’s
usually men who are browbeaten.

Remember the commercials during this year’s Super Bowl? It
was a man frozen to the steering wheel of a Ford Mustang. It was
a man who was made fun of in the nut commercial. It was a male
rap singer thrown over the fence in the potato chip commercial.

Advertising agencies whose work is broadcast across the nation,
or even regionally as in Oregon, need to change their strategies
to avoid the insults if they want to be funny.

Remember the “Where’s the beef” lady from Wendys?

Apparently, a lot of advertising agencies have.

— John Van Nostrand

Hospice volunteers needed in county

Volunteering is an unselfish action of
enormous benefit.

If you can free up two hoursin aweek
tomakeatelephonecall or friendly visit,
give aride to the doctor, do some light
shopping, providebrief respitefor afam-
ily caregiver, or changealight bulb, you
will be doing what most volunteersin
Americado. Simple tasks, but they per-
mit aperson who needssuch helptolive
with hopeand dignity.

Hospice Servicesserved eight patients
inNorton County during their past fiscal
year. As hospice continues to grow, so
doestheneed for volunteers.

To fulfill this need Hospice Services.
will offer a12-20 hour volunteer training
course. Thetrainingisfrom9am.to5
p.m. on Saturday, Jan. 14; 6:30 to 9:30
p.m.onThursday, Jan. 19; and9a.m.to5
p.m. on Saturday, Jan. 21.

All sessionswill be held at the board-
room of the Norton County.

If youwant to becomeahospicevolun-
teer, but cannot attend all sessions then
alternative arrangements will be made.
Speakerswill giveinformationonthear-
easof hospice care.

“Thetraining prepares our volunteers
for what ever situations they may face
when working with a family,” said
Amanda McKenzie, Hospice Services
director of volunteers. “Wewant every-
oneinvolvedinthehospiceexperienceto
be comfortable.”

Ward Foley, Norton County volunteer
coordinator, said, “ Thereisnothingmore
meaningful than hel ping our friendsand
neighborsthat need us.”

Hospices Servicesismoreof aconcept
than aplace. It provides help for the ter-
minally ill and their families. Hospices
addressthespiritual,emotional and social
needs as much as the medical/physical
requirements.Death is neither hastened
nor postponed.

The hospice mission isto enhance the
quality of each day, to help prepare the
patient and family for death and to com-
fort them along theway.

Volunteeringincludesthreemgor areas.

* Direct care— Volunteersprovidere-
spitefor thecaregiver, companionshipto
the patient, provide transportation, run
errands, or dowhatever they feel comfort-
abledoing.

* Bereavement— Volunteershel psup-
port grieving familiesfor upto ayear.

* Support— Volunteersassi st staff with
officework, such asanswering the phone,
foldingnewd ettersandwritingthank yous.

HospiceServicesvolunteersaretheheart
of its organization. Without the efforts of
thevolunteersit cannot continueitswork.

Hospice Servicesasksyoutocomeand
learn more about hospice — what it is,
what it does, and how you might help.

Forinformationcall WardFoley at 877-
35850r AmandaMcK enzieat (7850543-
2900 or (800) 315-5122.
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CANT SAYP

EVEN SAN7A

HAS HIS LIMITS,

Christmas shouldn't be abot greed

hismay be convoluted logic but |

am sort of happy that the thought

policehavebroughtittoour atten-
tion that the most proper greeting for the
seasonis“Happy Holidays.”

And I think it isgood that the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union tries to keep
religious carols and pageants depicting
thebirth of Christ out of public schools.

If youwant your childrentolearnabout
Jesusand sing carolsit seemsobviousthe
answer istake them to church. Teachers
have enough to do.

AsaChristian | am offended by the
crass consumerism and greed of non-
Christians who have hijacked my Holy
Day. To methe most meaningful Christ-
mas celebrations are those in my church
withother believersandinmy homewith
loved oneswho sharemy values.

At my most cynical and judgmental, |
would say too many people wish each
other aMerry Christmas. People, who, if
askedwoul d say they wereChristians, but
havenorelationshipwithGodandnoidea
what Christmasis supposed to mean.

Hardly theworst sin, perhaps, but ona
certain level it is blasphemy. (Don't get
me started on Easter, treesand presents.)

Christmasisatimeof wonder. | remem-
ber going to church on ChristmasEve as
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Home

Nancy
Hagman

achild. It was the night of amiracle. It
seemed that Jesuswasin fact being born
againthat very night. That iswhat Christ-
mas s, right? Christ being born in our
heartsagain.

If it offends you that someone wishes
you aHappy Holiday | say youarebeing
way too touchy. Do those who have
jumpedontheanti “Happy Holiday” band
wagonthink they arehel ping convert non
believerswith all the complaining?

Jesus did ask us to spread the good
news. But hisministry alsoteachesusthat
eachpersoniscalledtoserveintheirown
way. Not every personiscalled to evan-
gelize. He taught usto lead by example,
that wewill bejudged by our thoughtsas
well as our deeds, that we are saved by
faithand aboveall by Hisgrace.

Christianscan alwaysfind scriptureto
support their positions.

Thisishow | support mine: Jesustold
ustogointoaroom, shutthedoor and pray
in secret. In my mind, hewould approve
of the prohibition of mandatory prayers
in public places. Many, many times he
referred to those who made agreat show
of their religion ashypocrites.

Did God sent his Son so 2,000 years
later we could get all mad about whether
sales clerkswish us Merry Christmas or
Happy Holidays?

There are alot of different religious
celebrations around this time of year.
Christianshave allowed Christmasto be
commercialized and exploited. | say
Christiansshould consideritagoodthing
we are no longer getting credit for the
“holiday” season.

I’mnot ascroogeand | dolove Christ-
mas!

Y oumay believetheway | do, youmay
not believe at al. Still, thereis no deny-
ing, there is something about “the holi-
days.”

Personally, I thinkit’ swrongtoreadtoc
much into the type of greeting another
hails us with. I’ll accept good wishesin
whatever form they are offered. | hope
you al will too.

Joy and peace to you, not only during
theholidays, but every day of your lives.

Artkeeps us from becoming stagnant

ew thingshelpbringontheholiday

spirit like a children’s concert.

And, Monday night wasno excep-
tion.

One of the great things about this con-
cert wasthe balance of songson the pro-
gram. Rather than becoming totally into
thepolitically correct modeof “ seasons’
greetings or the “in your face” mode of
performingall Christmascarols, the mu-
sic department had chosen songs which
celebrated the holiday and the season.

Intheraceto beso correct wehavefor-
gottenthat music, likeart, hasitsrootsin
the history of a people. That history in-
cludes how the people live, how they
work and how they worship. Thesongsof
Handel, the paintings of Michelangelo,
theNegro spiritual stell the stories of the
times.

Phase Il
Mary Kay
Woodyard

Whenwepush sohardtobepoalitically
correct welose not just the personal be-
liefsof asociety, but moreimportantly we
|ose the big picture of who we are and
what we have become.

On the other side when we push to the
far right, religiously, welosethewhy we
have become what we are. Weforget on
what principleswewerefounded. Itisthe
big picture, whichmakesuswholebeings

and abalanced society.

Musicandart arelanguagesof thesoul.
They areinternational . They crossall cul-
tural, ethnic and gender lines. Without
thesetalents, skills, giftsor whatever you
may call theminachild'slife, thelifeis
much more shallow. One only needed to
watch the faces of the young performers
tograspwhat thesesongsdidfor eachone
of them.

Thereisan ad on television, which is
designed to promote the need for artin e
child’seducation. Inthat ad it isevident
the child haslost more than art and mu-
sic, he has lost imagination. Without
imagination, we have no scientists, no
computers, no biologists and no cell
phones. Wehaveno dreams. Webecome
ablack andwhitesociety inaTechnicolor
world.

Congressman helps restore money for rural health care

Congressman Jerry M oran announced
his success in restoring money for rural
health care to the budget for the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services.

Thismoney will bedirectedtomedical
research, training and educationin rural
areas, aswell as, support for rural health
carefacilities.

“Community Health Centers, rural
healthclinicsandsmall rural hospitalsare

thebackboneof thehealth careinfrastruc-
ture across Kansas,” Mr. Moran said.
“Without federal funding in these rural
areas, our ability to recruit, train and re-
tainhealth professional swouldbesignifi-
cantly reduced. Rural health profession-
alswould also be less able to serve the
most vulnerable segmentsof the popula-
tion.”

Mr. Moranwasoneof ahandful of Re-

TheNorton TelegramencouragesL et-
terstotheEditor onany topicof publicin-
terest. Letters should be brief, clear and
to the point. They must be signed and
carry theaddressand phonenumber of the
author.

publicans who voted against an earlier
version of thislegislation, insisting that
rural health care needs could not be ig-
nored.

“Itisachallengetrying to make Wash-
ingtonpoliticiansunderstandthestruggles
of rural America, butthisisapositivestep,”
Mr. Moran said. “I am pleased my rura
health care concerns were heard and ad-
dressed by Houseleaders.”

WRITE

We do not publish anonymousl|etters.
Wesign our opinionsand expect readers
todolikewise.

Wedonot publishformlettersor | etters
about topics which do not pertain to our
area. Thank-yous should besubmittedto

theWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but will be
read and edited for form and style, clarity,
lengthandlegality. Wewill not publish at-
tackson private individuals or businesses
whichdo not pertainto apublicissue.



