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Chamber to hold
holiday dinner

The Norton Area Chamber of
Commerce will hold its annual
Christmas Dinner on Sunday at
the United Methodist Church
Fellowship Hall at noon.

The dinner is for anyone who
cannot be with loved ones on
Christmas Day. A full holiday
menu of turkey with dressing,
potatoes and gravy, vegetables,
rolls and butter will be provided.
Those attending are asked to
bring a salad or dessert to
complete the feast. There is no
charge for the dinner, but
donations will be accepted.

Volunteers are needed to help
with the meal preparation, serving
and clean up. Anyone interested
should contact Karla Reed at the
Norton Area Chamber of
Commerce Office, at 877-2501.

Paper to run
one day late

Because Christmas falls on
Sunday this year, The Norton
Telegram staff will take Monday
off as an official holiday.

Your Telegram Extra will be
delivered Tuesday and the Tues-
day edition of The Norton Tele-
gram will be delivered a day late..
Friday’s paper will be printed as
usual.

Post office
to close Monday

The U.S. Post Office in Norton
will be open 9- 11 a.m. on Christ-
mas Eve to help anyone with mail
to send or pick up.

The office will be closed Mon-
day, Dec. 26.

Forecast:

Tonight — Lows in the mid 30s.
Northwest winds 20 to 30 mph.
Saturday — Highs in the lower 50s.
Northwest winds 20 to 30 mph with
gusts to 45 mph. Saturday night —
Lows in the lower 20s. Christmas Day
— Highs in the lower 60s. Sunday
night — Lows in the mid 20s. Monday
— Highs in the upper 50s.

Howell report:

Tuesday ........ccovvvveennns High 39, Low 25
Wednesday .................. High 53, Low 35
Thursday ... High 53, Low 39
Weekago .....ccccevevvnee. High 32, Low 20
Monthago .........cccoeervrinn. unavailable
Yearago .......ccceveveriiiennes High 17, Low 2
December precipitation ........ .60 inches
Year-to-date precipitation . 21.75inches

(Readings taken at the Paul and Pat Howell farm
10 Miles North and 1/3 Mile East of Norton)

Dear God, whenever we are fright-
ened and weak, remind us that you are
with us wherever we go. Amen
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McKenna Carlton (above) added an M&M to her
house after her mom spread onallittle icing to make
it stick. Diamond White (below left) clapped in de-
light when her foster sister, Ashley Colip put on a
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little more decoration while teacher Joyce Lofgreen
watched. Kendra Cadwalader and her dad (below

right) put gingerbread men around her house.
— Telegram photos by Veronica Monier

Gingerbread
used to build
holiday fun

By VERONICA MONIER

Thefirst gradersat Eisenhower
Elementary get to do something fun,
sweet and special every year for
Christmas. They get to make ginger-
bread houses.

For thelast four years, first graders
have gathered inthe cafeteriawith a
special helper to build asugary confec-
tion around amilk carton.

First Grade Teacher Mary Graber
said that 33 students and their guests
were busy building houses out of food
and having fun again thisyear.

The students could pick anyone they
wanted to help them build their houses.

The processissimplebut fun.

Takeamilk carton, smear it with
icing that’ sused asakind of glue,
attach the graham crackersto theicing
and then decorate.

Thisyear, thefirst graderscould
choosefrom several colorsof icing to
decorate the outside of the houses.

They could al so add gumdrops,

Mé& Ms, candy canes, red hots, ginger-
bread men, and cereal asroof tiles.

First Grade Teacher Joyce L ofgreen
said the project went really well.

“| had one student tell me* Thisisthe
funnest thing I’ veever done!’,” she
said. “They really enjoy doingit.”

By CYNTHIA HAYNES

The new paper product, which will
beused to cover trash at thelandfill, is
whiteinstead of green.

Solid Waste Supervisor Curt
Archibald brought a sample of the
product, which looked like ground up
newspapers, toMonday’ scounty com-
mission meeting.

The county was planning to get a
similar product from Tyler, Texas, but
transportation costs were so high the
commissionerswanted tofind acloser
source.

Commissioner Dean Kruse found
oneinWdlsville, near Wichita, andlast
week Mr. Archibaldtook atrailer down

Trash covering will be white,
but should still do the job

there and brought back four pallets,
about 8,000 pounds, of product, when
mixedwithwater it canbeshot over the
trash to keep it from blowing or burn-
ing.

“1t’' salongwaysdownthere,” hetold
the commissioners. “Getting to
Wellsvilleisn't easy.”

Mr. Archibald said that, while Clay
Center is using the green stuff from
Tyler, Allen County hasbeenusingthe
white and they didn’t have any com-
plaints.

The greenisjust adyeand is sup-
posed to keep the birds away, Mr.
Archibald said.

(Continued on Page 5)

mic group hopes

to come up with web site

By VERONICA MONIER

The Norton County Economic Devel-
opment Board is looking into getting a
web site.

Economic Development Director
MarleneHendersonsaidtherearesevera
sites, but none cover the entire county.

Shawn Mortensen with Mortensen
Computer Servicehasreserved economic
developmentin several names, sonoone
else can take them, she said.
NortonCounty.com has already been
taken by aprivate user and containsvery
littleinformation, she said.

Ms. Henderson said Mr. Mortensen
doesn’'t seeminterestedinlinking all the
web sites about the county. He would
rather build anew one, shesaid.

A new site will cost between $900 to
$1,300..

She said she went to the last Chamber
of Commercemestingtoseeif they would
work with the economic devel opment
board on getting acommon web site.

What they discussed, shesaid, wasstay-
ing with discoverNorton.com and then
expandingittoincludethecounty’ sother
cities.

The Chamber will be paying $90/
month, beginning in January, for Nex-
Techtomaintainthat site. For the past two
years, Nex-Tech maintained it for free.

“It'sagood site,” she said, “but it’s
missing alot of information.”

Vice-President CurtisEveleighsaid he

(Continued on Page 5)



\Web site
on tap
for group

(Continued from Page 1)
thought they should see what
could bedonewith expanding the
discoverNorton.com site, rather
thanhaving12websitesout there.
Then, he said, they could link all
thesitesaswell.

But, hesaid, if they didthat, they
would needtotalk tothe Chamber
about paying their part of the
maintenance fee.

Board member Dean Kruse, a
Norton County commissioner,
asked about changingthenameto
discoverNortonCounty.com, in-
stead of just discoverNorton.com.

Mr. Eveleigh said they could
probably changeit, but might not
wanttosincethey aready havethe
domain name.

Ms. Henderson said she talked
to the Chamber board about add-
ing county and they were not in
favor of it.

Itwasbrought upthat thecounty
has a web site nortoncounty-
ks.com that could possibly be
added to.

However, when asked about
that sitelater, County Clerk Rob-
ert Wyatt said that it had been
dropped about ayear ago when it
was decided that the expense of
upkeepwasmorethantheval ueof
thesite.

In other business, Ms. Hen-
derson:

 Said she met with the Con-
cerned CitizensResourcesGroup.
Shesaidthegroupwasmadeup of
people, who want to make the
county abetter placetolive. The
group has been around for ayear
or two, shesaid.

« Said several adshad beenrun
inTheNorton Telegram. Thefirgt,
shesaid, wasabout aRural Hous-
ingLoan Grant Program. Thepro-
gram hastwo setsof criteria. De-
pending on which set a person
meets, she said, they can either
apply for theloan or grant.

The other ad wasfor the Hous-
ing Preservation Grant, in which
the county would get the money
and then determinewho received
it from there. The county hasn't
appliedforthat grantyetandwon'’t
until it’s decided where the grant
might beusedif thecounty isable
to getit.

* Told the board she has started
working on a business survey to
help determine what challenges
businessesin the county face and
what they need to improve. The
surveys have been split between
thebusinessesinNorton, Almena
and Lenora. The Clayton and
Edmondcity officeswill ' sohave
acopy, incaseanyonetherewants
one.

* Said sheis still talking to the
farm/home company, which re-
quested 3 1/2 acres of land to be
consideredasalocationfor astore.
Shesaid shehasspokento several
landowners along the highway.
Six arewillingto either sell or do-
nateland. A representative of the
company will be looking at pos-
siblesitesin March. She asked if
they would come in January and
they said they would try. Once
they have looked at the sites, she
said, she will talk more with the
landowners.

* Told the board she went to an
Almena City Council meeting.

The city wants to apply for a
grant to set up arevolving loan
fund. Thefirst project wouldbeto
help save The Almena Market,
whichisfor sale. Ms. Henderson
said a couple of people areinter-
ested in buying the grocery, but
would need helptodo so. Shesaid
she will be helping to fill out the
paperwork.

« Said she had agreed to talk
about applications for the Warm
Home Project, which is directed
by the county clerk.

She said the project helps low
income and elderly people stay
warm in by handing out kits that
include plastic to cover windows
and other heat conservingtipsand
methods. Each county is given
several packets.

* Said she talked with Andbe
Home Director Coni Park about
getting money to build eight new
apartments. Theapartmentsthey
have now arefull and they have
a waiting list with around 60
people.

* Went into a 10-minute closed
session with the board to discuss
non-€l ected personnel.
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Feeding the multitudes

Lois Wentz frosted acinnamonrollas othervolunteers efit Norcatur’s preschool program

serve guests at Saturday night’s soup supper to ben- — Telegram photo by Carolyn Plotts

Telegram picks its top carriers for 2005

By VERONICA MONIER

Aaron Pulec, Tory Rhodes and
Brett Pulec were chosen as The
Norton Telegram’s Outstanding
Carriersof the Y ear for 2005.

Tohelpchoosewhichthreecar-
riers would win the honor, sub-
scribers had the opportunity to
votefor their favorites. Subscrib-
erswere encouraged to add com-
mentstelling uswhy they thought
their carrier should win.

Overall conduct and reliability
wasalso considered.

Aaron Pulec, the son of Kathy
Runnionand Chuck Gleason, took
firstandwon$30. Hedeliversthe
200 blocks of W. Warsaw, W.
Wilberforce, W. Woodsfield and
W. North; 200-300 blocks of W.
Wilton; and 300-800 blocksof N.
Second. He also delivers the 300
blocksof W. Warsaw, W. Wilber-
force and W. Woodsfield; and
300-800 N. Grant.

Aaron has been a paper carrier

-

Aaron Pulec ToryRhodes

since November of 2004.

Hiscustomerssaid heisfriend-
ly, politeand agood carrier; they
appreciate him using plastic bags
so their papersdidn’t get wet; he
always puts the paper where it
needs to be, he' s the best carrier
they’ vehadinawhileand hisser-
viceisconsistently good.

Insecond placeisTory Rhodes,
the son of Ciri MacWilliams. He
received $20.

He delivers 100-500 blocks of
E. Wiltonand E. Woodsfield; 400-
500blocksof E. Wilberforce; 500-
600 blocks of N. Norton, N. Wa-

bash, N. Archer
and Home; and
the 600-900
blocksof Sun.

Hehasbeena
carrier since
August of 2004.

Tory’s cus-
tomers said he
is dependable
andalwaysputs
the paper whereit needsto be.

Brett Pulec is also the son of
Kathy Runnion and Chuck
Gleason and was awarded third
place and $10.

Hedeliversthe 100-200 blocks
of E. Park; 300 blocksof S. Kan-
sas, S. Wabash, E. Penn, S. Ar-
cher, and S. Norton; and the 200
block of S. State. Healsodelivers
the100-400blocksof E. Warsaw;
800block of N. Archer; 400block
of E. Wilmington; 700-800blocks
of N. Norton; 200-300blocksof E.
Wilberforce; and the 700-900

Brett Pulec

blocksof N. Wabash.

Hehasbeenacarrier since Sep-
tember of 2004.

Brett’'s customers said heis a
niceboy, friendly andhelpful. He
isdependable; andthey appreciate
how he puts the papers in bags
whenitisraining or snowing.

All three carriers are depend-
able, always on time and rarely
receive complaints. The paper is
happy to have them and the other
nine carriers and hopes that all
continueto remain carriers.

While Aaron, Tory and Brett
eachreceived cash, theremaining
nine carriers— Josiah Laughlin,
David Somers, Steven Somers,
Travis Kerns, Caryl Cullen,
Heaven Peters, Michael Zink,
Maxine Counter and L aura Som-
ers— eachreceived afreemovie
rental.

Thecarriersand The Telegram
thank subscribers for their votes
and comments.

Storms keep road crew working on drifts, ice

By CYNTHIA HAYNES

Road and Bridge Supervisor
Tom Brannan told the Norton
County commissioners that his
crews continued to work on ice
and snow last week.

There were a few roads that
drifted shut again and had to be
reopened, he said, and one place
on E9 near Almenathat had seri-
ousice.

“It was three tracks of vicious
ice,” Mr. Brannansaid. “I’'msure
it'sstill asheet of ice underneath
it but we did what we could with
that anyway.”

He said the road crew found a
clean placeandtriedtoriptheice
out fromthere.

Itwasn’tall gonebutit waslev-
eled out and then sanded.

Commissioner Dean Kruse
agreed the spot wastreacherous.

“1f you met someone, you took
theditch,” Dean Krussaid.

Commissioner JohnMiller sug-
gested that thecrew might needto
remove some of the old plum
thickets, whichwerecausing seri-
ousdrifting on theroads.

He said some of the busheshad
bag worms so bad in the last few
yearsthat they are dead anyway.

Mr. Brannansaid hiscrewisal-
ready planningtoremovetheones
that have caused the most prob-
lems.

Mr.Miller saidhedidn’twantto
get them all removed because it
gives pheasant and wildlife habi-
tat but the drifting problem has
been bad and old bushes need to
go.

Mr. Brannan said that wouldn’t
be a problem as there are lots of
plum thickets around the county.

He told the commissioners the
left seal went out of the D6 dozer.

The same thing happened four
years ago, he said, and now both
sidesaregetting new sealsbut the
repair won't be under warranty.

Hesaidthecrew hasasohadto
replacetwowheel songradersand
had agastank split.

Thisweek the road crews will
burntree and brush piles, hesaid.
There snotasmany asinthepast,
but whileit’ scold and snowy, it's

agoodtimeto burn.

“We'll get some of the piles
burned off whilewecan,” hesaid.

Theguardrail hasbeenremoved
from OS158, the bridge /2 mile
south of Edmond, in preparation
for fixingit.

Thereisabout 250feet of guard
rail, hesaid, andit will beused on
several other bridges next year.

The commissioners wanted to
know why the road and bridge
spent morethanwasbudgeted and
Mr. Brannan told them that the
cost of steel, whichisusedtobuild
bridges, was34 percent morethan
anticipated.

“The steel costs ate our lunch,
plain and simple last year,” Mr.
Brannansaid. “ Weraisedthebud-
getupin2006toreflectthosesteel
costs.”

The county getsreimbursed by
thestatefor thebridges, hesaid, so
itwill not actually beout theextra
cost for steel.
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Atchison Hay Trailers
10 Bale...2-7K’s..$6,300

12 Bdle...2-10K’s, dually..$8,600
PJ GN FL. BEDSW/TOOLBOXES
25' Dually 5 Dove 19 beam...$6,900
30’ Dually 5 Dove 194 bm.......$7,200
32 Dually 20,0004 Dually......$7,300
25 Single tandem 7K’s.............. $4,650

18' & 20' Skidsteer Trailers
14,000# cap. 2 brake axles.......$3,250

Trav-A-Long Alum. GN Stk. Trirs.

20" with 5 yr warranty............. $10,600
24' 2 gatesw/5 yr warranty.....$11,600
Trav-A-Long Steel & Titan Steel
Gooseneck Stock Trailers
20" 1gate......rreee, Starting at $6,800
24 2 gate........oeee.. Starting at $7,400
Pickup Flatbeds
Bale Beds ¢ Grill Guards
Large Trailer Parts e I nventory
200 New TrailersOn The Lot
Check our website specias at
www.betterbuilt-trailers.com

844 Main, Hoxie, KS

PH-785-675-2400
Mike & Janet Bainter

Bobbie Rose « Michael Brown

Commissioner Miller asked if
the county would be asking for
morefromthestatefor reimburse-
ment on bridge rebuilding.

Mr. Brannansaidthey werebill-
ing the state for the maximum al-
lowed.

Mr. Brannansaidtheother item
that has hurt his budget is fuel
Costs.
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Thevehiclesare using blended
fuel, hesaid.

He added that he has been
somewhat worried about freezing
up but sofar hasn’t had any prob-
lems.

Thestraight fuel ismoreexpen-
sive but it might be necessary
later in the year if it gets colder,
hesaid.

Wrap Up Your Holiday Shopping In One Stop!

Sample
will work
at dump

(Continued from Page 1)

He said that the company is
sending material safety date
sheets, whicharerequired by both
thefederal and stategovernments
for any chemical.

Mr. Kruse said Mr. Archibald
could take a sample and have it
analyzed by a chemical engineer
toseewhatisinitandif thecounty
could just makeitsown.

It has to have something like
Elmer’s Glue to make it sticky,
Mr. Archibald said.

Whenitarrivesinsacksit’ sdry,
he said. Then water is added and
when it comes out of the hose of
the spreader, it’ ssticky.

Right nowthetrashisbeing cov-
ered with six inches of dirt each
day, Mr. Archibald said.

When the switch to the paper
productismade, that will bespray-
ed over the trash daily for three
weeks, thenalayer of dirt must be
put on top.

“Theonly timewecouldn’t use
thisproductisinrain” Mr. Archi-
bald said.

“When its raining and muddy
you’ regoingtodumpinthebuild-
ing anyway,” Mr. Miller noted.
“That’ sone of the advantageswe
haveover other landfills, wehave
abuilding.”

In other business, the commis-
sioners:

e Were asked to sign off on e
$3,671 charge for cleanup but
asked if that was for the joint
county/city cleanup in the spring
orthecity-only cleanupinthefall.

» Heard that themachineneedec
to spread the paper product over
the trash is being manufactured
and should be delivered shortly.

» Agreed to accept abid from
GeoCore of Salinato sample the
wellsat thelandfill. GeoCorebid
$5,279.50 while Milco of Mc-
Cook bid $5,279.

However, Mr. Archibald said
that he hasworked with GeoCore
inthepast andfeel sthey doagood
job.

“I don’t have any complains
with GeoCore' sservice,” hesaid,
“Butwehavenever usedtheplace
inMcCook.”

e Learned that the new track
loader usedto compacttrashat the
landfill has had no problems get-
ting started during therecent cold
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The Telegram Staff will be
glad to help you with a
renewal or gift subscription

Make Someone Happy On Your Shopping List!!

NORTON, PHILLIPS, GRAHAM, DECATUR & FURNAS COUNTIES:
1 Year—$60.00 © 6 Months—$32.00 ® 3 Months—$18.00
ELSEWHERE IN KANSAS AND NEBRASKA:

1 Year—$70.00 ® 6 Months—$37.00  Student (9 Mo.)—$52.50
Less than 6 months would be $15.00 per month
ELSEWHERE IN UNITED STATES:

1 Year—$76.00 ® 6 Months—$42.00 e Student (9 Mo.)—$57.00
Less than 6 months would be $15.00 per month
TAX IS INCLUDED IN ALL PRICES
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