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Boys beat Phillipsourg |

Py one In overtime

By DICK BOYD

The Norton Community High
boys basketball team traveled to
Phillipsburg on Friday and began
Mid-Continent League play with
an exciting 57-56 overtime vic-
tory.

The Blue Jays, with only two
returninglettermen, outplayedthe
talented, more experienced Pan-
thers most of the game but the
home team rallied in the fourth
quarter to takethelead.

With Norton trailing 53-50 in
regul ationwithtimerunning out,
sophomore guard Logan Kats
launched a shot from beyond the
arc and it banked off the
backboard and swished through
thenet for 3to sendthegameinto
overtime.

ItwasKats only basket butgave
the Blue Jays asecond chance.

In the four-minute overtime,
Phillipsburg freshman Dylan
Frantz hit afreethrow but missed
a second charity toss to put the
Panthers ahead 54-53. The Blue
Jaystook theball down court and
Norton’s 6-feet, 6-inch senior
center Heath Vincent passed in-
sidefromthehigh postto6-3jun-
ior center Nic Lewis near the
goal. Heput theball upandinfor
a 55-54 Norton advantage with
2:40 | eft.

Jarrett Abell hit afield goal to
put the Panthersback ontop 56-55
but Vincent got loose inside for
two more Norton points and the
Blue Jaysled 57-56.

It wasstill anyone'sgame with
1.05left.

Norton shot and missed, got the
rebound and shot again and
missed. Phillipsburg got the re-
bound and missed. Vincent re-
bounded and wasfouled. Hewent
tothefreethrow linewithtwo sec-
onds left. He missed but along
over half-court shot by
Phillipsburgwasway off themark
and the visiting Jays were 57-56
winners.

“| felt we deserved to win the
game because we played harder,”

said Coach Doug Reusink, who
coached Phillipsburg coachKeith
Sides at Northern Valley High
School.

“We're playing better in every
game. We rotated eight players
and we needed all eight of them.

“We took some shots we
shouldn’t have when we had the
lead late in the game. We're still
learning.”

Norton led 16-13 after the first
quarter. Jared Engelbert, junior
guard, hit all of his 10 pointsthen
to give the Blue Jay offense a
boost. He buried two three-point
shots, hit atwo-point basket and
connected on two of two free
throws. Vincent hit two baskets
and Lewishit one.

Norton was outscored 12-9in
the second quarter to tie at 25-all
at halftime. Lewishittwobaskets,
sophomore guard Jared Cox
swished abasket and Vincent hita
basket and free throw.

The Blue Jays outscored the
Panthers17-9inthethirdtotakea
42-34 lead. Junior guard Brian
Juenemann hit three baskets,
sophomore forward Wes
Georgeson swished two, Vincent
hit three of four freethrowsand a
basket and L ewis added another
basket.

With4:251eft, Nortonled 48-41
after Georgeson hit Lewis for a
basket down under. Frantz scored
for the Panthers and William
K eeseefollowedwithanother bas-
ket at 3:28tosuddenly cuttheBlue
Jay lead to 48-45.

Nortonwascalledfor havingsix
playerson the court and Abell hit
two free throwsto makeit aone-
point game.

Vincent scoredfor theBlueJays
but Frantz tallied for the Panthers
with 2:18 left and Norton led by
just 50-49. Garrett Wickham put
thePanthersahead 51-50 onabas-
ket with 56 seconds remaining.
Keesee hit two charities with 13
secondsleft but K atstied thescore
with his last second three-point
swisher.

Vincent led Norton in scoring
with 18 pointsonsevenof 10shots
fromthefieldfor 70 percent accu-
racy and four of seven from the
free throw line for 57 percent.
Lewis hit 12 pointson six of 10
shotsfor 60 percent. Engelbert hit
two of twofromlongrange, oneof
apair of two pointersand three of
four overall for 75 percent.
Juenemann was four of six from
the field for 67 percent and 8
points.

Keeseeled Phillipsburgwith 17.
Frantztallied 14 and Abell hit 12.

Norton swished three of eight
fromthree-point rangefor 37 per-
cent, 21 of 38fromtwo-pointland
for 55 percent and 24 of 46 over-
al for 52 percent.

Phillipsburg connected on four
of 17 three-point shotsfor 24 per-
cent, 16 of 32 two-point attempts
for 50 percent and 20 of 49 over-
al for 41 percent.

Fromthefreethrowline, Norton
hit six of 13 for 46 percent com-
paredtoPhillipsburg’s12of 16for
75 percent.

TheBlueJaysoutreboundedthe
Panthers, 28-19. Norton grabbed
11 offensiveand 17 defensivecar-
omsandthePantherspulled down
six offensive and 13 defensive
boards.

Vincent was the rebounding
leader for Norton with eight, fol-
lowed by Lewis, seven; Nathan
Morse, four; Juenemann, four;
Engelbert, Georgeson, two each;
Cox, one.

Nortonhad 11 offensiveassists.
Morse was the leader with three,
followed by Kats, Juenemann,
Lewis, Vincent, two each.

The Blue Jays had four steals.
Lewishad two, Vincent and Kats
one.

Norton had 14 turnovers com-
pared to 10 for Phillipsburg.

Junior varsity

Norton lost the junior varsity
game, 34-22.

Phillipsburg held quarter leads
of 11-2,15-11 and 19-13.

Logan Keiswetter was leading
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Norton’s 6-6 senior center Heath Vincent scores in the paint on Friday night during
the Blue Jays’ exciting 57-56 overtime win at Phillipsburg. Vincentled Norton in scor-
ing with 18 points and also led in rebounds with eight.

scorer for Norton with 8 points,
followed by Preston Herman, 6;
Logan Runnion, 4; Matt Stanley,
Zach Dreher, 2 each.

Jono Feik led Phillipsburg in
scoring with 11 points. Jerrad
Jerby added 8.

Next action

Norton will play Oberlin on
Tuesday, Jan. 3at homeinNorton.
Gameswill beginat 6:30 p.m.

The games versus Stockton in

Nortonwhichwere scheduled for
Saturday were postponed due to
stormy weather near Stockton.
GAME STATISTICS:

Norton boys57

FGs FTs TP

2s3s M-A
Logan Kats 01 01 3
JaredEngelbert 1 2 2-2 10
BrianJuenemann4 0 0-0 8
Jared Cox 10 00 2
WesGeorgeson 2 0 0-2 4

— Telegram photo by Dick Boyd

NicLewis 60 0112
HeathVincent 7 0 4-7 18
TOTAL 21 3 6-13 57
Phillipsburg boys 56

FGs FTs TF

2s3s M-A
Dylan Frantz 41 3414
TravisYoxall 11 23 7
Jarrett Abell 31 3412
WilliamKeesee 51 4-5 17
Garrett Wickham3 0 0-0 6
TOTAL 16 412-16 56

Norton girls basketball team defeats Phillipsburg, 57-38

By DICK BOYD

The Norton Community High
girlsbasketball teamgot theMid-
Continent League race off to a
good start with a57-38 win over
Phillipsburg Friday on the Lady
Panthers’ homecourt.

The Lady Jays, who started the
seasonwithachampionshipatthe
Topside Tipoff Tournament in
Goodland, are now 4-0.

Nortonjumped out toabiglead
andwasontop 16-4 after onequar-
ter and 30-7 at halftime.
Phillipsburg did not fold, how-
ever, and Norton outscored the
L ady Panthersby only 14-13inthe
third quarter and Phillipsburg
outscored Norton 18-13 in thefi-
nal stanza.

“Itwasataeof twohalves,” said
CoachKevin Jilka. “Wehad only
fiveturnoversandallowedthemto
takeonly 11 shotsinthefirst half.
We got off to abig lead but | was
disappointed in our second half
performance. We relaxed in the
second half, whichisanatural ten-
dency when you have abig lead.

“You haveto give Phillipsburg
creditfor not quitting. They hitthe
boards the second half on us and
kept hustling. | hope we learned
from thisexperience.

“It was a great road win for us
and that’sthe bottom line.”

Norton scoredfromall over the
court.

Inthefirst quarter, senior guard
Karlie Jones hit two three-point
basketsand senior center Chelsea
Cox putintwo basketsinthepaint.
Senior guard Whitney Newell,
senior center Becca Ebert and
freshman guard Laura Lee Baird
each hit two-pointers.

Jones continued to score from
the perimeter inthesecond period
as she hit atrey and two-pointer.
Cox, Baird, Ebert and senior guard
Amber Overlease each hit a bas-
ket and sophomore center
Chantille Campbell hit oneof two
freethrows.

Inthethird quarter, Baird buried
ashotfrombeyondthearc, Newell

hit a basket and free throw and
Cox, Overlease, Ebert and Jones
each hit another basket.

In the final quarter most of
Norton’sbasketswerefrominside
where Cox swishedfour. Joneshit
her fourth trey and Newell hit a
two pointer.

The Lady Jays' shooting was
accurate. They hit fiveof 12long
rangeshotsfor 42 percent, 20of 37
two-point triesfor 54 percent and
25 of 49 overall for 51 percent ac-
curacy.

Phillipsburg connected on one
of two treysfor 50 percent, 12 of
41 two-point attemptsfor 29 per-
cent and 13 of 43 overall for 30
percent.

Leading scorers for Norton
wereCox and Joneswith 16 points
each. Cox hit 8 of 11 shotsfor 73
percent accuracy butwasOfor two
fromthefreethrow line.

Jones connected on four of
seven from beyond the arc for 57
percent, two of five two-point
shotsfor 40 percent and six of 12
overall for 50 percent.

Fromthefreethrow line, Norton
hittwoof six for 33 percentandthe
L ady Panthersconnected on 11 of
18for 61 percent.

Norton was outrebounded 37-
20. TheLady Jayspulleddownsix
offensiveand 14 defensiveboards
andtheL ady Panthersgrabbed 11
offensive and 16 defensive re-
bounds.

Ebert wasleading rebounder for
Norton with six, followed by
Newell, five; Cox, Jones, three
each; Klaire Mann, Overlease,
Campbell, oneeach.

Nortonhad 11 stealsinthegame
comparedtofivefor Phillipsburg.
Newell, Mann, Baird and Ebert
had two each and Cox, Jonesand
Overlease had one each.

ThelL ady Jayshad 16 offensive
assistsandtheL ady Panthershad
12. Assistsleader for Nortonwas
Newell with four, followed by
Overlease, three; Cox, Mann,
Ebert, Jones, two each; Baird,
one.
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Norton senior guard Karlie Jones guards a Phillipsburg player during the Lady Jays’
win on Friday. In addition to playing good defense, Jones hit 50 percent from the

field and scored 16 points.

Norton had 16 turnovers but
caused Phillipsburgtoturntheball
over 22 times.

Junior varsity

The Norton junior varsity girls
team defeated Phillipsburg45-15.

Nortonheld quarter leadsof 13-
6, 24-12 and 30-14.

Leading scorer for Norton was
Hayli Bozarth with 9 points, fol-
lowed by Laura Lee Baird, 7;

Haley Jones, Chantille Campbell,
KaraJo Jones, 6 each; Wiyanna
Paxton, 4; MeganKats, 3; Amanda
Delimont, KylieMorel, 2 each.

Toma Griffey was scoring
leader for Phillipsburg with 5
points. Emilie Cocaadded 4.

“It was agreat way to start the
season,” said Assistant Coach
George Ross.

“Our girls played outstanding
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defenseinthe second half, allow-
ing only three points.

“Weareplayingabunchof girls
butthey al play well together. This
isavery hard working group and
we are looking for many good
thingsto happen.”

C-team

The Norton C-team defeated
Phillipsburg 26-22.

Norton trailed 4-3 after one

quarter and 16-12 at halftime but
outscored Phillipsburg 10-0inthe
thirdquarter totakea22-16 advan-
tageinto thefourth quarter.

Leading scorer for Norton was
Katharine Roy with 6 points, fol-
lowed by Hayli Bozarth, 5; Ashley
Calip, Kylie Morel, 4 each; Tay-
lor Rossi, 3; KaraJo Jones,
AmandaDelimont, 2 each.

Aubreah Smith was leading
scorer for Phillipsburg with 8
points. Emilie Cocaadded 6.

“Our pressure defense was
pretty effectivetostart thegame,”
said NortonAssistant Coach Joar
Bolt. “We were able to get some
nicetrapsfromit.

“Our shooting wasalittlerusty
inthefirst quarter butimprovedas
the game continued. We did not
executeour offenseaswell as| hao
hoped but that will get better.

“It was adecent first outing for
our girlsand | have high expecta-
tionsfor the season.”

Next action

Norton will play Oberlin on
Tuesday, Jan. 3in Nortoninnon-
league action. Games will begin
at 6:30 p.m. in the high school
gym.

Norton’s games with Stockton
scheduledfor Saturday werepost-
poned due to bad weather in the
Stockton area.

GAME STATISTICS:
Norton girls 57

FGs FTsTP
2s3sM-A
Whitney Newell 3 0 1-2 7
ChelseaCox 8 0 0216
LauraLeeBaird 2 1 00 7
AmberOverlease 2 0 0-0 4
BeccaEbert 30 00 6
ChantilleCampbell 0 0 1-2 1
Karlie Jones 2 4 00 16
TOTAL 20 5 2-6 57
Phillipsburg girls 38
FGs FTs TF
2s3s M-A
JordanRedinger 1 0 2-4 4
Stacy Rachow 6 06-10 18
MelanieBilby 20 00 4
R. Schilowsky 31 3412
TOTAL 12 111-18 38



