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A difference
of opinionisnot
abadthing

The Norton School Board didn’t take our suggestion on what to do
with a refund from its health insurance company, and that’s fine.

The board had several options for using the money, which it re-
ceived because Blue Cross and Blue Shield overestimated the cost of
employee health insurance over the last year.

Part of the refund automatically went back to employees who had
paid into the plan. The rest came from the district and could be used

in any way the board felt was good.

The board looked at giving the money back to the employees — all
or just those in the health insurance group — or putting itinto a

special account, like capital outlay.

We thought the money should be put in capital outlay. We wrote
an editorial saying so and we received some comments from teachers
telling us why those who had put money into the plan should get the

money.

One woman in particular talked to us. She had questions about the
editorial. Her arguments were well formed and she was cordial and

open.

At the end of our discussion we parted, not agreeing, but believing
that dialog is sometimes more important than perfect agreement.

We continue in that belief.

We don’t agree with what the board has done — give the money
back to those who paid into the plan — but we honor them for their

discussion and their openness.

Open discussion and disagreement are as important to a free
society as air, light and water are to life.

The scariest thing for our freedom is to see a board, committee or
group agree on everything all the time. If that happens, people are

not thinking and acting freely.

OK, so we don’t agree with the board. Maybe next time we will.

Thank you for taking the time and thought to look at the problem,
examine the solutions and come up with an answer, one that may
not suit all of us, but is what the majority thinks is best.

— Cynthia Haynes

Japanese decide to import beef again

U.S. Senator Pat Robertsand U.S. Con-
gressman Jerry Moran applauded the de-
cision by the Japanese government to re-
opentheir marketto U.S. beef.

“Thisisgreat newsfor Kansas produc-
ersat theholidays’ Sen. Robertssaid. “l am
gladwewereabl etoconvincetheJapaneseto
base their trade policy on sound science and
recognizethequaity and sefety of U.S. beef.

“Wemust now remaindiligenttoensure
that the Japaneseresumeimportsinaman-
ner that is quick and consistent with the
agreement between our two countries. We
must also continueeffortsto reopenall in-
ternational marketsto United Statesbesef.”

“ After twoyearsof negotiations, thelift-
ing of thisunscientific ban alowsKansas
producersand American agriculturetore-
gainaccesstothisimportant market,” Rep.
Moran said. “ The Japanese people can be
confident thebeef they haveimportedfrom
the U.S. isamong the safest in the world.
This promising development is a step to-
ward greater market accessin Japan, aswe
continue working to expand the sale of
Kansas productsinthegloba market.”

Atissuewasthedd ay by the Japanesegov-
ernment inresuming beef trade, based onin-
ternationally recognizedscience, withtheU.S.

Sen. Robertsand Rep. Moraneachintro-
ducedlegidationtoimposetariffson Japa-
neseproductsif beef tradewasnot resumed.

Other effortsby them haveincluded meet-
ings with President Bush, the Japanese
Ambassador, the U.S. Trade Representa:
tive and the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture.

Both Mr. Robertsand Mr. Moran com-
mend Secretary of Agriculture Mike
Johanns and U.S. Trade Representative
Ambassador Robert Portmanfor their com-
mitment to resolving theissue.

AccordingtoUSDA, theU.S.isnowable
toexport beef from cattle20 monthsof age
and younger to Japan. Morethan 94 percent
of totd U.S. ruminantandruminant products,
withatota exportvaueof $1.7hillionin2003,
arenow eligiblefor export to Jepan.

In2003, theU.S. exported$1.4hillionin
beef and beef productsto Japan. Prior tothe
December 2003 discovery of thefirst BSE-
infectedcowintheU.S., theU.S. exported
beef and beef productsto 119 countries.
With the opening of Japan, 70 countries
have now established trade to at least se-
lected U.S. beef and beef products.

Thebeef industry isoneof thelargestin-
dustriesin Kansas— representing over $5
billioninannual revenue. Kansashas6.65
million head of cattle.

IN2003, cattlerepresented 62 percent of
theK ansasagricultura cashreceiptsandthe
processing industry alone employs over
18,700 Kansans.

[ HE

NORTON

TELEGRAM

Office hours:
8a.m.-5:30 p.m. Mon.-Fri.
Phone: (785)877-3361
Fax: (785)877-3732
E-mail: telegram@nwkansas.com

ISSN 1063-701X
215S. Kansas Ave., Norton, KS 67654 STAFF

PublishedeachTuesdayandFriday by Haynes Cynth.|a Hayne_s .............. editor and publisher
Publishing Co., 215 S. Kansas Ave., Norton, Veronica MONIer .........ccoceveveeeee. staff reporter
Kan. 67654. Periodicals mail postage paid at  Dick Boyd ............c.cccevvrirnnnn Blue Jay sports
Norton, Kan. 67654, Carolyn Plotts society editor

Postmaster: Send address changes to Norton Y T ) )
Telegram, 215 S. Kansas, Norton, Kan. 67654 Sherry Hickman ...........cccoovvunee. circulation

Official newspaper of Norton and Norton  \/icki Henderson .......... computer production
County. Member of the Kansas Press Associa- . .
tion, National Newspaper Association, and the ~ SUSIE Marble .............. computer production
Nebraska Press Association Sonya Montgomery ................. bookkeeping

Nor’West Newspapers

Dick and Mary Beth Boyd
Publishers, 1970-2002
Incorporating the Norton County Champion
MarionR. Krehbiel, editor

& _—cP

uuuuuu

NATIONAL NEWSPAPER
ASSOCIATION

SDemscralic

“WE SUPPORT THE TROOPS, NOT THE WAR”
% MARCHING BAND %

ER——

J GIVE ITATEN...
IT HAS A BEAT
AND T CAN

DANCE 10 1T,

Aenn%?mwne

===

The birthday wasn’t so bad afterall

, | got another year older. I’'m be
inningtohatebirthdays. Thisyear
had to get anew driver’ slicense.

| really prepared beforel went. No, | did
not spend hoursmaking surel acedthetest
(athoughl did). I primpedfor my picture.

Fat lot of good that did.

Thedriver’ slicense examiner told me
tosmilebig. Boy dol look likeagoof. Of
coursel don’thavetheofficial licenseyet,
just apaper receipt thingy. Hetold methe
licensewill look better.

Onecan hope.

Thishadall themakingsof adisastrous
birthday. | had to make my own cakefor
Pete’ ssake.

Elizabeth and Kate were going to
Wichitato shop. I hinted I would liketo
go. They very pointedly did notinviteme.

Last year Tricia came home on my
birthday even though it wasright before
finals. Shebrought measweet littlebook
about how | was the greatest mom. Her
sistersthink sheisatotal suck-up.

(WEell, you know girlsyou catch more
flieswith sugar than you do vinegar.)

Thisyear, al | got was phone calls.
Elizabeth promised a present. Kate said
she was sorry, she had forgotten and
Triciasaidshewasbrokebutif | put some
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money in her account shewould be glad
to get me something.

But something wonderful did happen.

My best friend Jody cametoseeme. We
havebaked cookiestogether for 22 years.
Sowebaked. SinceshelivesinLawrence
now, itisnot as easy to get together asit
was when we lived down the road from
each other.

In just three years she has become so
citified she thinksit is closer for meto
travel to eastern Kansasthan it isfor her
tocomeout here! And | havethelast two
years. But thisyear | put my foot down.

“I’'mnot coming,” | said.

So she promised she would. And she
did.

What fun we had. Wemade at |east 12
differentkindsof cookies. Wewenttothe
locker and got our Christmas hams. We
ate birthday cake. Saturday night Junior

took ustotownto eat.

“Wow, look how beautiful thesky is,”
shesaid. “| usedtolovedriving homeaf-
ter dark andlookingat thewinter sky. Y ou
aresolucky.”

Junior and | laughed, “Keep talking,
maybeyou will convinceus.”

And she did, all week-end long. She
fussed over thedog and thehoardsof cats.
Shehasabeautiful new houseat what was
the west edge of Lawrence three years
ago.

“You know it would be perfect if they
had quit building there,” she says.

But they didn’t of course.

| ended up with a pretty good birthday
after all. Triciasold atextbook and bought
me apresent. The hubby took me out for
supper. | shared my cake with one of the
hubby’ swidowed aunts. Shewassotick-
ledit made my day.

| haveafreezer full of cookiesready for
whatever comesup. Jody finally cametc
seeme. I’'m so lucky | get to live in the
wide open spaces where you can seefor
miles.

But just asit isfor Jody, thingsare not
quite perfect; if only they would just do
something about the quality of those
driver’slicense photos!

Ah, to be afirst grader again...

childweget aglimpseof justwhat the
world was meant to be— aworld of
wonder.

Asl watched my oldest grandsonreturn
from first grade recently, | thought how
wonderful it would beif we each could
reset our internal clocksonceayear tobe
infirst grade.

Oneof thegreat thingsabout first grade
isit hasjust enough of real lifetonot feel
likefairy taleland—noteverykidisnice,
thefoodisn'talwayswhat youwantedand
sometimesit iscold on the playground.

But there are enough new experiences
to feel in awe of the world around you.
That wonderful skill of readingislearned
with such care.

Unlike me, my grandson doesn’t skim
over the tops of dotted “i’s” or crossed
“t's”. Eachsoundiscarefully formedand

I t is sometimes through the eyes of a
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thought about. Hetakestimetolook at the
pictureand seehow it relatestothestory,
sometimesinserting hisownwordsrather
than the printed ones. And athough the
booksaregood, sometimeshisversionis
better.

ToHarrison, histeacher hasall thean-
swers and when she doesn’t his parents
do. When was the last time we had that
kind of faith in any other human?

When hetalksabout heritiswithalook
of adoration. Our onceshy grandsonfinds

itvery easy towalk upto hertotalk to her
and her husband at thelocal restaurant. He
doesn’ tworry about the conversation, he
just wantsto let her know heisthere.

Hecanfall asleep onthebus, head flat-
tened agai nst thewindow and not wonder
what others are thinking. He knows his
busdriver and doesn’t wonder about his
driving skills (which are great, | might
add). Hegoesa ongfor theride, not terri-
bly concerned about thefact that thisisa
means of transportation.

Homework isnot abad word.

It involves the fun things you do with
UncleMichael toshow your family all the
thingsyou’ velearned since September.

Maybe I'll try to be afirst grader for
awhile.

I'll ook more carefully at the world
around me, make up my own story along
theway andfall asleep onabus.

LETTERTO THEEDITOR:
Norton woman feels cemetery is getting shabby again

TotheEditor:

| just attendedthefuneral of afriendlaid
torestinthe Norton cemetery.

Onceagain| havetosay “ Shameonyou
tothecity and Steve Cole.”

TheNorton TelegramencouragesL et-
terstotheEditor onany topicof publicin-
terest. Letters should be brief, clear and
to the point. They must be signed and
carry theaddressand phonenumber of the
author.

Most of the drives are impassable due
to snow drifts. The trees have broken
limbsin and around them.

It has been 11 days since our storm.
How long doesit take to clean the mess

WRITE:

Wedo not publish anonymous| etters.
Wesign our opinionsand expect readers
todolikewise.

Wedonot publishformlettersor letters
about topics which do not pertain to our
area. Thank-yous should besubmittedto

up?lsthe cemetery even onyour “To do
list"?
Please do something!
Nancy Meyers,
Norton

theWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but will be
read and edited for form and style, clarity,
lengthandlegality. Wewill not publish at-
tackson private individuals or businesses
whichdo not pertaintoapublicissue.



