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State university stands
ehind Its principles

The University of Kansas gets a big, fat “A” for canning Paul
Mirecki as chair of the religious studies department.

In e-mails sent to students about a new class designed, appar-
ently, to debunk the “intelligent design” theory, Professor
Mirecki proved himself to be a bigot and a boor. While he’s
apparently a top Bible scholar, he’s not the stuff academic leaders

are made of.

Intellectual and academic debate needs to stay at a high level,
avoiding prejudice and slurs. Mr. Mirecki, despite his high office,
stooped to insults and bigotry. He referred to right-wing Chris-
tians as “fundies,” and said he would give them a “big, fat slap in

the face.”

It was pretty obvious, in discussions of the state Board of Educa-
tion and its science standards, no views other than his would get

much of an airing.

Our universities pride themselves on teaching and upholding
values of tolerance and diversity. Too often, though, that means
only so much diversity and tolerance only of views similar to the

faculty’s.

KU showed it means what is says, removing a chairman who
obviously has little tolerance for anyone he disagrees with.

It’s not that Dr. Mirecki isn’t entitled to his opinions. He can say
whatever he wants. As Chancellor Robert Hemenway pointed
out, he’s a tenured professor and he still has a job. He’s just not

leading the department.

Mr. Mirecki is making noises about suing the state, claiming
that his rights to free speech have been abridged and his “career
ruined.” He’s also mad at the Douglas County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, whom he says is not pursing his claim to have been beaten
by men who referred to his statements about Christian groups.

Mr. Mirecki claimed the men followed him, then cut his vehicle
off and beat him with their fists and a “metal object” somewhere

near Lawrence.

He claims he’s been “treated more like a criminal than a victim”
since he reported the alleged crime.

Maybe they don’t buy his claims about the beating?

Itis hard to believe that kind of thing would happen in Kansas,
but you never know. There could be right-wing Christians nearly
as intolerant as this left-wing professor.

Paul Mirecki is no longer a department chair, and that’s just as
well. The bed sheets in his closet were showing.

The next step will be harder. As Christians, the people he in-

sulted need to forgive him.

That won’t get him his job back, but they’ll prove they’re better

than at least one left-wing bigot.

Left or right, the university has proved it stands behind its

values.

— Steve Haynes
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It was all the snow’s fault...

T hat’ swhat happenswhen you get
inahurry andwear thewrongkind
of shoes...

Saturday night, Jim and | were hurry-
ingtogettotownfor adinner. Thiswasa
nice party and | didn’t want to wear my
snow boots. | put onapair of loaferswith
dlick soles. | wasgoing out to start thecar
when| steppedonaslick spot. And, asmy
girlsusedto say whenthey werelittle, “|
fall down, goboom.”

BOOM, itwas. My feet went out from
under me, my knee went one way, my
anklewent theother, and | landed square
onmy dignity.

Jim was still in the house and without
any witnesses, it did nogoodtocry. | lay
there, in the snow, for a minute saying,
“Oh, ow-w-w. Oh, ow-w-w.”

Thesnow cushionedmy fall, or | would
have been hurt worse than | was. Of
course, if it hadn’t been for the snow, |
wouldn’'thavefalleninthefirstplace. It's
aCatch-22.

Support can help grieving loved one during holidays

The holidays are approaching, and
whilemany peoplelook forwardtoyearly
traditions, gatherings with family and
friendsand the general good feelingsas-
sociated with the season, some people
dread the holidays. For those who have
lost aloved one during the past year, the
holidays may emphasizetheir grief.

The holidays, especially thefirst ones
after losing a loved one, are especially
difficult for one who is grieving. Often,
friends and family members of those af -
fected by aloss are unsure how to act or
what tosay tosupporttheir grievingloved
oneduring the holidays.

Many people are not aware that Hos-
pice Servicesis avaluable resource that
can help people who are struggling with
grief andloss. Hospice Servicesprovides
bereavement support to the families
served by hospiceand alsooffersservices

to other members of the community as
well.

Be supportive of the way the person
choosestohandletheholidays. Somemay
wish to follow traditions; others may
choosetochangetheir rituals. Remember,
there is no right way or wrong way to
handlethe holidays.

Offer to help the person with baking
and/or cleaning. Both tasks can be over-
whelmingfor onetryingto deal withraw
emotions.

Offertohelphimor her decorateforthe
holidays.

Offer to help with holiday shopping or
give your loved one catalogs or on-line
shopping sitesthat may be helpful.

Invite the person to attend areligious
servicewith you and your family.

Inviteyour loved oneto your homefor
theholidays.
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Help your loved one prepare and mail
holiday cards.

Askthepersonif heor sheisinterested
involunteering with you during the holi-
day season. Doing something for some-
oneelse, suchashel ping at soupkitchens
or working with children, may help your
loved onefeel better about the holidays.

Donate a gift or money in memory of
the person’ sloved one. Remind the per-
son that his or her special person is not
forgotten.

Never tell someone that he or she
shouldbe“overit”. Instead, givethe per-
son hope that, eventually, he or she will
enjoy the holidaysagain.

If he or shewantsto talk about the de-
ceased loved one or feelings associated
with theloss, LISTEN. Active listening
fromfriendsisanimportant stepto help-
ing him or her heal. Don’t worry about
being conversational — just listen.

Remind the person you arethinking of
him or her and the loved one who died.
Cards, phone calls and visits are great
waysto stay intouch.

In general, the best way to help those
whoaregrievingduringtheholidaysisto
let them know you care. They need to be
remembered, andthey needtoknow their
loved onesareremembered, too. Friends
and family members should never be
afraid of saying or doingthewrongthing,
because making an effort and showing
concernwill be appreciated.

Hospiceisaphilosophy of carefor pa-
tientswithlife-limitingillnesses. A team
of professionals and trained volunteers
offer careand comfort to patientsandtheir
familieswhenacureisnolonger possible.
Fully covered by Medicare and most in-
surance companies, hospice servicesare
availableat homeorinafacility suchasa
nursinghome. Moreinformationisavail-
ablelocally from Hospice Services, Inc.
(785-543-29000r 800-315-5122) or from
theNational Hospiceand Palliative Care
Organization’s Web site, www.caring
info.org.

Out Back

Carolyn Plotts

Bottomline(no punintended), | wasn't
really hurt, just my pride. Sunday |
hobbled around and generally felt like |
had been run over by atruck. | used my
“condition” asanexcusetolazeaway the
afternoonin my comfy recliner.
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Injured or not, though, Christmasis
coming.And, | don’tcareif I’'mpoliticaly
incorrect by not saying*“theHolidays’ are
coming. If you are offended by a Chris-
tiansaying“Merry Christmas,” thenyou
better stop reading right now.

Tell you what. If you're an atheist, a
Muslim, a Hindu, or whatever, | won't
read your column, either. Deal ?

For therest of my readers, I’ m making
Christmas candy, making some Christ-

mas presentsand generally gettinginthe
moodtocelebrateJesus' birthday. | don't
really think Christ wasborn Dec. 25, but
thatistheday set asideto celebrateit, and
it'sOK withme.

Sinceit’sthe season, I’ll share one of
Jim’ sfavoriteChristmascandies. It’ salso
thesimplestthing | make, soyou’ regonng
loveit.

Club Cracker Candy

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Have
ready 1/2 cup of dlicedalmonds. Y oumay
also use chopped or ground almonds, or
pecans.

Lineacookiesheet orjelly-roll panwith
foil. ArrangeClub Crackers(not saltines)
onthefail, covering the entire surface.

In asmall pan, bring to boil 1/2 cup
sugar and 1/2 cup butter (not margaring).
Boil about 2 minutes. Removefrom hedt,
stirin1teaspoonvanilla. Pour over crack-
ers. Sprinkle with the nuts. Bake for 10-
12 minutes.

Let cool, break apart. Store in atight
container. Will keepfor alongtime.

Warning! They are addictive and you
can't eat just one.

Scampering mice

traumatize

Oldest daughter calledtosay that she's
been traumatized by amouse.

A mouse?Givemeabreak, child. When
youwereakid, you used to catchmiceto
feedthefamily snake. Y ou’ venever been
afraid of anything that creeped, crawled
or scampered.

Butafter | heard her story, | realizedthat
afew visitstoatherapist might beagood
Christmas present — that or a nice bull
snake.

Daughter said shewassitting at her desk
in the living room working when her
backpack/computer casefell on her foot.
Asshebenttopickitup, sherealizedthere
wasamouse under it.

It wasasad |ooking mouse, shesaid. It
waswet and terrified.

Thiswas not a surprise, since Sabine,
queen of the three cats, was crouching
beside it. It looked like Sabine and the
mousehad beentherefor sometimewhile
daughter wasworking.

Asdaughter tried to get up, the mouse
ran across her foot and Sabine nailed her
with a pawful of claws. She apparently
doesn’t like anyone getting between her
and her prey.

Son-in-law Nik likessmall furry things
andrefusestokill mice, sohebrought out
thelivetrapthey usefor theseoccasions.

“That mouse ran right into the trap,”
Daughter said. “ | think hewasreally tired
and just happy to get away fromthecat.”

Nik took themouseto the back of their
wooded property and let it go while
Daughter finished up her work.

Thiswas all very interesting, | told
Felicia, butl didn’tthink that should have
traumati zed her, that wasjust agood rea-
son to get atetanus shot.

daughter

Open

Season
Cynthia
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True, sheadmitted, but therewasmore.

That night Louie, No. 3cat, who sleeps
withthem, wouldn'’ t settledown. Hekept
moving around. Then something ran
across her face.

Daughter wasstill rattled by themouse
incident and made Nik turn on the light
and check the bed.

There under her pillow was another
mouse. L ouie apparently had been play-
ing withit onthe bed.

Now, Daughterisnot afraid of mice, but
having one run across your face in the
middleof thenightisenoughtogiveany-
oneastart.

Nik gotthelivetrapoutagainandagain
the mouse seemed more than willing to
get afreeridetothecounty line.

[twasn’teventhesamemouse, Daugh-
ter assured me.

Shesaid sherealizesthat catsbringtheir
prey intoshow off, but usually, it’sjust a
dead mouse.

Shewasn’t sureif she preferred alive
or adead miceinthiscase, shesaid. Roll-
ing over in the middle of the night ontc
somedeadthingdidn’tsoundlikeitwould
betoo much fun, either.

But what really bothers her isthere’ s
still Marcell, theNo. 2 cat.

Whenwill he be bringing her agift?



