S

()

Government should
stay away fromfuel prices

It's as American as anything to want the government to do something
about things the government can’t — or shouldn’t — do anything about at
al.

Farmers want government to raise prices and lift acreage limits. Any-
one who uses agovernment program wants more money. Employeesal-
wayswant bigger paychecks, and don'’t they deservethem?

Taxpayerswant lower taxes. With more service and better roads, and a
nicerefund, thank you.

All theusual.

But here are somethingsthe government should stay away from:

* Fuel prices.

Themarket regulatesfuel pricesquitenicely, thank you.

When there' sscarcity, pricesgo up and peopledriveless.

When the emergency’ sover, pricesgo back down.

Everyone hasenough gas. Thereare no lines, no hoarding.

Peoplecalling for aninvestigation of post-hurricanepriceshaveforgot-
ten what happenswhen the government getsinvolved.

Pricesgo up anyway, supply goesdown and linesform at gas stations.

Just amyth?Hardly. It happened when President Nixon tried to control
gasoline pricesduring the“first” energy crisisof the 1970s.

* Oil company profits.

Investorsput their money inoil companieshopingto makesomemoney.
If wewant the companiesto find moreail, they need money to pay for the
search.

Profitsare not bad.

They gotofindandrefinemoreoil or to pay investors, whichtoday isall
of us. Most il stock isowned by our pension plans.

Oil company profitsare not abad thing. They’ re good for the economy
and good for us.

Any investigation will be mostly window dressing. We hope.

* A “better” FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency).

It’ snot goingto happen. Thisagency isadisaster waitingtohappen. When
it hasnothing to do, it doesnot much. Whenit’ sneeded, it’ snot ready.

Want action? Put the Army in charge. It worked in New Orleans.

It salwaysworked.

A Kansan, Gen. Fred Funston, wasin charge of the Army garrison in
San Francisco in 1905. One historian describes him as “a swaggering
bully,” butwhentheearthquakeandfireleveledthecity, Fred Funstontook
charge.

With no communication and no orders from Washington, he and the
mayor organizedrelief, rescueandfirebreaks, averting further lossof live.
Relief trainsbegan arriving from the south the next day and from the east
shortly thereafter.

TheArmy may beinefficient and bureaucraticintimeof peace, but when
you need action ... they know what to do.

* Morefederal spendingin placeof tax cuts.

Areyou kidding? With awar going on and billions in hurricane dam-
age?

It stimeto limit spending and hold the line on taxes. The economic re-
covery isfar too delicateto behit with atax hike.

No, President Bush. No moretax cuts.

But noincrease, either. — Steve Haynes
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YEAN... I6N'T
IT FUNNY Wow
YOUR PERSPECTIVE
CHANGES
AFTER YOU'VE STARED
8% GASOLIN
IN THE FACE R

Mother Nature spoils trip home

Thanksgiving in Texaswas great.

Lotsof food. Lots of laughs. L ots of
shopping.

We took a special outing to alittle
town for the opening of the Christmas
season. Vendors lined the streets and
quaint, little stores were open for holi-
day shoppers. Jim spotted afood stand
selling funnel cakes and announced to
the grandkids he was buying one.

As they ripped off powdered sugar-
covered pieces, 6-year old Taylor lifted
her handsheavenward and said, “ Thank
the Lord you're heretoday, PaPa.”

It was hard to say good-bye, but we
left early enough Sunday morning to
have plenty of time for arelaxing
evening at home before beginning our
work-week on Monday.

Our triphomewas supposed to be un-
eventful. But, Mother Nature had other
plans. We hit rain and high winds
around Salina. By the time we were
west of Hays, the sleet started and by
WaK eeney, weknew wewereinafull-
fledged blizzard. It made driving, that
tense, straining-to-see-the-road kind of
effort. At onepoint, weevenslipped of f
theroad on asteep embankment. Some
fancy driving got usback up ontheroad
and the grace of God kept usoniit.

The lights of our little hometown
looked mighty good to us. That meant
electricity was still on and we would

Out Back

Carolyn Plotts

haveheat. Wewere safe, warm and had
plenty of food.

Littledidweknow that circumstances
wereunfolding to makefor aninterest-
ing evening.

Despite our strong objections, Jenni-
fer wasdeterminedtogoontoher home.
A short distancefrom our house, sheen-
counteredtravel erswhowerebound for
Colorado Springs. Sheknew theroad on
west was closed and advised them to
turn around.

A quick call to us assured them they
had a place to stay. She led them back
to our house and soon three adults, four
children and two dogs came straggling
through the blinding snow.

As they peeled off jackets and wet
shoes, we were introduced to Camie,
her husband, Jared, their four children,
Breannah, 10, Mehkenzie, 9, Gavin, 5,
andHallee, 22 months, Jared’ sbrother,
Nick, and two Sheltie dogs, Thunder
and Cheyenne.

It was already late and everyone, in-
cluding us, wereexhausted. Thefirst or-
der of businesswasto get aplacefor ev-
eryoneto sleep.

Floor space is at a premium in our
little house, but an air mattress, the ex-
tra bed, afoam mat, two recliners and
the sofa soon found everyone bedded
down for the night.

They hadbeeninlowawithfamily for
Thanksgiving and were on their way
home to Colorado. Nick is a personal
trainer, Jared is a Schwan’s man and
Camieisastay-at-homemom. Themen
called their employers and told them
they will be there when they get there.
Thereisnothing elseto do.

We've had ham and hash brownsfor
breakfast. Beef and noodlesand masheg
potatoes are on for lunch.

Thewind was still howling on Mon-
day and road reportsdon’t ook encour-
aging for them to leave even on Tues-
day.

Therewasnothingmovingintownon
Monday. Usually thelocal men havetc
get their tractors out and push some
Snow.

Thistime, no one was even tempted
to go out.

That was okay, though. We had
plenty of food,. plenty of fuel and plenty
of time.

Football games filled the weekend

My son Alan had asked if | would
like to attend the Kansas State versus
that other college, ohyes, KansasUni-
versity football game.

Sure, why not, and then on“theway”
would | like to go to the game Friday
evening between the Coltsand the Li-
ons, sure, why not. Actually the Colts
are from Campus High School,
Haysville and the Goddard Lions.

Campus lead the entire game, they
tried for a two-point conversion on
one touchdown and failed, but with
only one second left in the game the
Goddard team made a touchdown
whichleft them one point behind, then
completed a two-point conversation
towinby one. It wasagood gameand
a wonderful evening, so it’sonly a
game.

On Saturday morning we were up
early to arrive for a tailgate party at
Manhattan that was sponsored by the
company that Alan works for, what
wonderful and abundant food.

Thereisalot of conversation about
thegame, but KSU wonandit’ssofun
just to be in the crowd. | agree with
many other peoplethat thetripisworth
itjusttowatchthe KSU band....what a

Memories
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band. I’ m sureno oneisout of step and
the sound also iswonderful

My grandson sang al ong with one of
the songs they played and he told me
to sing along, of courseit was nothing
| knew thewordsto, so he and some of
theyounger peoplearound werelaugh-
ingthat I did not know this*very popu-
lar” song. So | told them | would sing
something from 50 years ago and see
if they knew those songs, they laughed
and we had agood time.

Ontheway homeboth my grandchil-
dren and Alan sang along with CD’s
they had brought along. What away to
spend aweekend.

| alwaysenjoy attending churchwith
AlaninWichitasincetherearequitea
number of former Norton residents as
well ascollegefriendsof Michael and
Alan who had been in our home vari-

oustimes, soit’ sgreat to seeeveryone
aswell asworship.

After churchandlunch Alanand| at-
tended a Walking Tour of The
Wellington Place and Park Place His-
toric DistrictinWichitawhichisspon-
sored by Historic Midtown Citizens
Association.

What an experienceto seethese mas-
siveold homesthat have been wonder-
fully restored, somestill inthe process
of being restored. Oneof the properties
isowned by the owner of anursery and
his back yard is certainly awonderful
experience all it’s own. He also had
three young men playing the banjo,
mandolin and guitar with ol d southern
songs. He has banana trees, one of
which had bananason it nearly ready
for harvesting and had other bananas
inthekitchenwhich camefromthetree
He also has magnoliatrees, and many
other wonderful plantsand trees.

Then it was back home and work
again, but what adelight to spend time
with family.

Editor’ sNote— Sonya’ scolumn got
lost in the computer but we thought it
wasfunenoughto pull it outand runit
amonth late, anyway.



