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Alito Is religion friendly
put how far will he go?

Predicting how Supreme Court nominee Samuel Alito will rule
on religious-freedom cases is like reading tea leaves: Everyone

sees the message he wants.

As the confirmation battle heats up, the leaves under close

scrutiny are his opinions in nine

cases involving religion decided

during his 15 years on the 3rd U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals.

On the right, Jay Sekulow of the American Center for Law and
Justice tells Pat Robertson in an interview on the Christian Broad-
casting Network that Alito has “consistently ruled in our favor.”

This nomination, says Sekulow,
Christians.

isa “grand slam” for conservative

Meanwhile on the left, Barry Lynn of Americans United for

Separation of Church and State

reads the same opinions and sees

disaster for the First Amendment.
“The country deserves a Supreme Court justice who will protect
the rights of all Americans,” says Lynn, “not kowtow to the de-

mands of the religious right.”

Partisans on both sides peer at Alito’s opinions and see the same
thing: If elevated to the Supreme Court, he will work to lower the
wall between church and state, replacing Justice Sandra Day
O’Connor’s swing vote with one far more likely to mix religion
and government on such issues as erecting holiday displays or
funding social services provided by religious groups.

This portrayal of Alito is scary for some, exhilarating for others.

Butisitaccurate?

A close look at what Judge Alito actually wrote suggests that he

is mostly an unknown quantity.

Start with government funding of religious groups. None of the
opinions are about funding issues. Where does Alito stand? We

don’t know.

We have aslightly better picture of how he views government-

sponsored holiday displays.

In 1999 he helped uphold the constitutionality of Jersey City
displays that included religious and secular symbols. Alito’s
decision is consistent with other Supreme Court decisions allow-

ing such displays.

So what does Alito think about “separation of church and state”
under the establishment clause?

We get our clues from his opinions in cases of religious expres-
sion by individuals and groups in public schools.

In a case in 2004 Alito upheld the order of a lower court to treat
the group, Child Evangelism, like other community groups for
the posting of materials and participation in back-to-school
nights. In other words, the establishment clause can’t be used to
keep religious groups out of school.

Alito reached a similar conclusion in a 2000 case involving
allegations of discrimination against religious viewpoints.

Alito wrote a dissent when the court ducked the First Amend-
ment issue and returned the case to the lower court. A kindergar-
ten student’s poster with a religious theme had been removed by
the school, which claimed that it did so in order to avoid violating

the establishment clause.

But Alito disagreed, saying the establishment clause is not
violated when religious speech and other speech is treated

equally.

Although there is some precedent for Alito’s views in past
Supreme Court decisions, his strong support for “equal treat-
ment” of religious expression under the free-speech clause could
break new ground, especially in cases involving religious expres-

sion in public schools.

Alito also appears to take free exercise of religion seriously.
While Alito stays within the limits recent Supreme Court deci-
sions have placed on religious-freedom claims, he clearly argues

for the most expansive reading of the free-exercise clause pos-

sible under current law.

This could be good news for the many religious groups.

With all we don’t know about Alito, we do know that he has
consistently defended religious speech and practice under the
free-speech and free-exercise clauses. If you agree that religion
needs more protection, Samuel Alito may be your cup of tea.

— Charles C. Haynes, First Amendment Center
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Not all hunting experiences are fun

Ithough we always entertained
A pheasant hunters and | grew up

in the cowboy and Indian shoot
‘emup erawithabrother whohadthereg-
uisiteBB gun, | never developed any real
fondnessfor gunsor hunting.

I’m not anti-gun or hunters| just sub-
scribe to the theory “If you are going to
armonefool you better armthem all.”

Just tomakeit fair.

Over theyearswehavehad several bad
experienceswith hunters.

It isnot just the ones who comein on
openingweekend either. Oneyear alocal
busi nessman had apparently spent hours
in our creek pasture watching deer, get-
ting ready for opening day, so hewould
know the habitsof theherd. Whenwere-
alized thisand asked who gave him per-
mission to be on the property he told us
thepeoplewho ownedtheadjoining acre-
age.

After we pointed out that they did not
own the land he was on and therefore
could not givehimpermissiontobethere
he said he thought they did own it and
sinceheaskedthemhehadn’t doneathing
wrong.

A word to the wise — the best way to
getthelast wordistosay “I’msorry.”

It used to be that about every Novem-
ber 1 the hubby would wean calves and
put themthelot behind thehouse. Freshly
weaned calvesget alittleedgy. Youdon't
really want peopl ewal king around shoot-
ing gunsamongst them.

In general | think it is probably not a

Memorial
B

City.

At9:02onApril 19,1995, arental truck
carrying abomb made from Kansas fer-
tilizer exploded by the Alfred P. Murrah
Federal Building, partly collapsing the
nine-story building and damaging many
churches,aY MCA andother buildingsin
thevicinity.

Ittook almost two weeksto pull al the
bodiesfromtherubbleandidentify them.
Then it took another five years before a
suitable memorial wasready.

Steveand | visited OklahomaCity last
week. Wewenttotheartgallery, the Cow-
boy Hall of Fameand yes, wevisited the
memorial. Nottohavegonewouldbelike
visiting Washington, and not going by the
Lincoln Memorial.

After alittle more than 10 years, the
scars are mostly gone from downtown
Oklahoma City. What wasleft of theold
federal building was torn down. The
churcheshavebeenrepaired. TheY MCA
hasbeenrel ocated toanother buildingand
itsold homeremoved.

Theyoungwomanwho gaveusthetour
gave usamemorized and rehearsed nar-
rative of the blast and its aftermath. |
wasn’t impressed by her posturing. She
has said thistoo many times, and she ob-

eforetherewas9-11, 168 people
werekilledinaterrorist attack on
thefederal buildingin Oklahoma

Back

Home

Nancy
Hagman

good ideato be shooting around cattle of
any sort but what goes as common sense
in my book doesn't always apply to ev-
eryonel guess.

Once | chased a hunter off who shot a
pheasant fromtheroad but cameonto our
property to pick it up. | actually talked to
the sheriff about that. Hetold meif your
property isnot posted it is considered to
beopento hunters.

Thisseemswrongtome, | wonder how
these city folk would react if | went into
their backyard and built atree stand, lit-
tered up the place and shot off afew
rounds. I’m pretty sure | would at least
haveto apologize.

When | was ateen | did some target
shooting with arifle. Y ou got so many
shots and they graded the shot pattern. |
wasvery consistent but alwaysalittlehigh
and totheleft of thebull’ seye.

| alsohad anopportunity totry archery.
| waspretty good at that, although | can’t
imaginetryingto hitamovingtargetfrom
atreestand.

A few yearsago Bob and Debbie Smith
did some hunter education for our 4-H
club. Itwasanexcellent program. | gotto

makes hu

Open
Season

Cynthia
Haynes

viously wasn’t around when that bomb
went off.

What did get to mewaswhat | saw.

Aswegot off thebus, wewerenexttoa
chain-link fence cluttered with memora-
bilia. Therewereteddy bears, notes, pho-
tos, hair ribbons, toy trucks and even a
birthday card to someone who died 10
yearsago.

It’ sobvious, whilesomeof thesethings
have been there for years, relatives,
friends, parents and spouses still mark
specia eventswith new items.

Insidethememorial, 168 chairslineup
to nine deep on agrassy slope wherethe
old federal building stood. Each chair
bears the name of a person killed in the
blast and eachissetinarow representing
thefloor thepersonwasonwhentheblast
went off.

Among the chairs are 19 small ones,
mostly in the second row. That’s where
theday-carecenter was. That’ swhere 19
childrendied.

shootapistal. Itisnot aseasy asyoumight
think. After | figured out how to aim the
thing | didwell. (Just awarning.)

Theexperienceshowed how important
hunter education and gun training is.
Peoplewho have hand gunsfor personal
protectionarenever goingtohitanything
unless their assailant is at point blank
range without some target practice or
dumb luck.

| hopeall thehunterswhoflood our part
of the country have some hunter educa-
tion.

Theday before pheasant season opened
Elizabeth cameover.

When she walked in she asked, “Who
cleaned apheasant on thefront porch?’

| hadn’t been out the front door and |
was alittle taken aback. She said there
werefeathersall over the place.

Junior laughed and said, “ Smiley
openedtheseasonearly andgot her limit.”

Silly dog — it was probably road kill
but she had apheasant. Shehad carried it
aroundall day. And shecarriedit around
all day Saturday. Shewasasproud asany
hunter. Sometime Sunday she must have
buriedit— it seemsto havedisappeared.
| know she would not have let the cats
haveit and doubt sheateit

It seemed there were | ots of pheasants
aroundearlierinthefall but not alot open-
ing weekend. The hubby got one. Weare
better at deer hunting. Our choice of
weaponisavehicle—wedon’tevenbuy
alicense and yet it seems we manage to
get oneevery year.

e Impact

Each of thechairshasaglassbasewith
the name of the victim on it. On three of
thechairstherearetwo names— onefor

| amother and onefor her unborn child.

Inside the museum, after you get past
thegift shop andtheelevator, youareled
onajourney fromatimeintheearly morn-

| ingaspeopledroptheir childrenoff at the

day care center and head for their desks
to begin another day.

Yougettositinonatapeof what |ooks
likearather dull hearing at the Oklahoma
Water ResourcesBoard. Inthemiddleof
theexplanation of how thehearingwill be
conducted, there’ sanexplosion, thelights
go out and you can hear the people
screaming and scramblingtoget out of the
doomed building.

Thetapewasfoundintherubble.

Another room showsitemstaken from
the debris — broken glasses, shoes torn
apart, scrapsof paper, damaged comput-
ersand telephones.

Aboveit dl, television monitors show
youtherescueeffort aspeoplearerushec
from the burning hulk of abuilding into
ambulances and given first aid. Other
monitorsshow supervisorstryingtofind
their employeesand frantic parentstrying
togettowherethey hadlefttheir children.

No Islamicterrorist here.

It's easy to forget that the people whao
hate us sometimesareus.



