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Fear of dissentisa
fear of freedom

Late last month, a junior sociology major at George Mason University
in Fairfax, Va., silently stationed himself near a military recruiters’ table
on campus. The student, Tarig Khan, is a Pakistani-American and a four-
year veteran of the U.S. Air Force. He held literature and wore a sign
stating, “Recruiters lie. Don’t be deceived.”

The recruiters, naturally, were not happy. Some bystanders weren’t
either. Words were exchanged. Campus police arrived, Tariqg Khan was
unable to produce identification, a scuffle ensued, and the student,
bruised and bloodied, according to one news account, was taken to jail.

That same day, at Holyoke Community College in Massachusetts, a
similar clash was unfolding. State police in riot gear, with gas masks at
the ready, were on hand when a dozen or more students gathered to
protest National Guard recruiters on campus. A police officer reportedly
grabbed a student’s sign, reading “Cops Are Hypocrites.” The student
wound up banned from campus and facing possible criminal charges.

Similar anti-military recruiting protests have resulted in similar con-
frontations on college and university campuses across the nation,
according to an Oct. 12 article in The Nation. They include New York’s
City College, William Paterson University in New Jersey, San Francisco
State, the University of California-Santa Cruz and the University of
Wisconsin.

Protesters off campus run into the same problems. On Sept. 26, 370
anti-war protesters outside the White House were hauled away to jail.
Also that day, 41 demonstrators at the Pentagon were picked up and
carted off for booking.

Officially, authorities cite trespass, disorderly conduct, failure to
obtain a permit and similar laws as reasons for arrests, threats of arrest
and disruption of such demonstrations. Unofficially, they send a chilling
signal that disagreement with government policy or majority opinion
can get you in trouble with the law.

That message is clearly sent when authorities cite possible involve-
ment in “terrorist activities” as justification for spying on advocacy
groups. The American Civil Liberties Union recently obtained through
the Freedom of Information Act an FBI document that targets a peace
group and an affirmative-action group in Michigan.

One does not have to endorse or defend anti-war or anti-military
sentiments raised in peaceful protests to recognize the risk that sup-
pressing dissenting voices poses for a vital democracy. Whether stifling
such voices is done in the name of good order or disagreement with the
message, such actions reflect a fear of dissent.

Fear regularly tests Americans’ commitment to First Amendment
rights and values. It has done so since the nation’s inception. And we
have yet to conquer the instinct to fear speech and limit liberty.

That instinct is especially active during wartime. Afraid of foreign
enemies, we’ve attacked our own rights. We sent hundreds of Ameri-
cans to prison under the 1798 Sedition Act and the 1917 Espionage Act
for criticizing war or the government or its leaders.

Today, facing real and symbolic wars against terrorism, we too often
allow our leaders to insulate themselves from criticism and opposition.
Public officials herd college students, demonstrators, even journalists,
into so-called “free-speech zones.” Government agents peer over the
shoulders of ordinary citizens engaged in First Amendment activities on
the Internet, on cell phones, at the library, even at their places of wor-
ship.

The fear and distrust driving such actions is particularly dangerous
when they defang political discourse. Discourse promotes deliberation.
Deliberation ensures sound and supported government policies and
actions. But without robust dissent, discourse is anemic and ultimately
ineffectual.

That’s why the courts generally have held that the First Amendment
protects dissent, which in turn ensures government accountability,
fosters new ideas and sharpens old ones. In the absence of clear and
concerted citizen commitment to such principles, however, all speech
eventually kneels before official authority.

Constitutional guarantees alone will not fully protect those principles
because freedom of expression, the right to dissent especially, each day
must face and prevail over the power of government, the will of the
majority and the passions of the moment.

With such powerful forces arrayed against it, dissent also requires the
protection of an independent judiciary and an informed public.

The more unpopular the protest, the more our commitment to the
First Amendment is tested. When we’re tested, we’re reminded of the
menace to democracy and freedom posed by what Supreme Court
Justice Louis Brandeis termed “‘silence coerced by law.”

The First Amendment is important, not only because it protects our
rights, but also because it gives us the courage to fight for what can be
ours if we dare claim it: freedom from fear, the freedom to speak and
the right to disagree.
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— Paul K. McMasters,
First Amendment Center
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God had a hand in evolution

n exhibit opened this week,

whichissuretostirthepotjusta

little morein the evolution ver-
susintelligent design debatefor whichour
state has become known.

The University of Kansas exhibit* is
onemoreattempt toeducateour stateand
help us to appear more knowledgeable
thanthepresent stateboardwoul d portray
us.

The debate between evolution and in-
telligent design hasalways surprised me
just abit. I’ ve never understood what the
debate was about anyway.

To methe two sides are not opposing
at al. To methewhole of our world has
been created by “intelligent design”. In
my vocabulary God includesevol ution.

Should intelligent design be taught in
public school ?

Phase Il
Mary Kay
Woodyard

Not unlessall religiousthought can be
taught, includingtheKoran. Don’ tforget
we are a country founded on religious
freedom, not Christian freedom.

Thebeauty of evolutionisitissotypi-
cal of God’ smethods.

God isnot big into the instant, flashy,
magic acts, just ask the Israelites. Al-
though He has been known to enjoy a
“Roadto Damascus’ experienceonocca

Parade brings thoughts

hat ajoy to view the wonder-
ful Norton Veterans Day Pa-
rade. | have mentioned before

that | become teary eyed when the Na-
tional Anthem is played and even more
emotional when| seethe veteransof past
warswalking or riding down the street,
still proud and someintheir uniforms.

Maybeit affectsme so much becausel
remember World Ward |1 even though |
was young. Then there wasthe Korean
and Vietnam conflicts.

Itwould havebeenwonderful if World
Wear | would have beenthewar toend all
warsasmany peoplethought at that time.

Eventhough| remember, | know | have
noideawhat those soldierswent through
tokeepourfreedoms. It bothersmeagreat
deal when peopleusethat freedominthe
wrongway.

| believe freedom &l so demands us to
useour freedomsinaresponsiblemanner.
If | wantto protest, for themost part | will
do it through the ballot box and through
dia oguewith peoplewhomay haveadif-

Memories

Sonya
Montgomery

ferent opinion.

It was also appreciated to see so many
young people involved in the parade, |
believethey will long remember being a
part of the Veterans Day Parade and
maybethey will ask their parentsor teach-
ers what the parade and the day is all
about.

Jake Durham and all otherswho orga-
nizethe paradeand themany peoplewho
takepart areto becommended. All those
who stood along the streets to view as
well. Hats off to those workers of the
Andbe Home who brought some of the
residents in the van so they could enjoy

sion, Hemorefrequently enjoysagradual
revealing. Rather Heletsthebeauty of life
unfold and exposeitself to each of us.

Should | be offended to think | might
come from along line of monkeys...
many who know my family would guar-
anteel have.

Theideal result of thisexhibitwouldbe
to portray Kansans, not asfearful of sci-
ence, but embracing thewonderful chal-
lengesGod givesustodiscover Hisworld.

Dol believeinevolution?

Doyou seemegetting aflu shot or tak-
ing othersto get theirseach year?

Y ousuredo. Cellsevolve, includingflu
cells, as they change | rejoice in their
change.

* For moreinformation, pleaserefer to
www.cnn.com/2005/EDUCATION/11/
04/evolution.kansas.reut/index.

of freedom

the parade.

| heard the Norton Junior High band
play patriotic music and the Northern
Valley band also did very well. The
Norton High School band looked sharp,
andthey playedat thespecial tribute, then
theBluejay Fight Song asthey camedown
the street?. Oh, well, it sounded good.

Norton should take pride in this great
parade each year.

Theflagslooked great on main street.

On another subject, why were Wel-
comeflagsnot placed on main street on
Saturday for the Arts and Crafts shows
and the opening of pheasant season?

It looked pretty barewhen there are so
many peoplefrom out of town that come
toshopinNorton.

| don’t know who should havebeenin
charge of that.

| think wemissopportunitieswhenwe
do not make those people feel welcome,
who knowsthey may even come back tc
shop next week.

Hospice needs community support

Weall want the best care of our loved
oneswhenthey aresick. But when some-
one we loveis dying, it's hard to go it
alone.

Every day wehear about peoplefacing
guestions about seriousillness, caregiv-
ing, end-of-lifeand grief.

Thegoodnewsis, youdon't havetogo
throughthisalone. All of theissuesmen-
tioned above, Hospice Servicescan help
with. Another advantageisthecarecomes
from alocal base. Y et Hospice Services
would not bepossi blewithout community
support.

Hospice Services is you. Your gift
makesasignificant difference. Past gifts
have allowed Hospice Services to pur-
chaseor rent durable medical equipment
for patients. It allows volunteers to be
trained to be prepared to help familiesas
faceseriousillnesses.

It alsoallowsHospiceServicestospon-
sor bereavement support group. Onesuch

Hospices

Services, Inc.
By Julia Schemper

bereavement programentitled“ Handling
theHolidays’ will beheldfromnoonto 1
p.m., Thursday, Nov. 10, at the Norton
Public Library. This particular bereave-
ment groupisto helpmaketheholidaysa
lessstressful timefor thosewho havelost
aloved one. The programisfreeto any-
one in the community, not just Hospice
Servicespatient families.

If you would like to continue to make
end-of-life care better for everyonein
your community you can donateto Hos-
piceServicesthroughthe* Caring Hearts”
fund-drive. Y oumay leaveadonationin
adrop-box located at: AlmenaState Bank

in Almena and Norton, First Security
Bank and Trust in Lenora and Norton,
First State Bank in Norton, Norton Areg
Chamber of Commerce, The Bank in
Norton, andtheNorton County Hospital.

All giftsto Hospice Serviceshaveadi-
rectimpact onimprovingend-of-lifecare.

TheHospice Servicesstaff and volun-
teersarepassionateabout improving how
people live out their lives in Norton
County.

Whether peoplearedealingwith adif-
ficult diagnosis, thinking ahead about
options, or dealingwiththelossof aloved
one, Hospice Services offers resources
and support peopleneed toimprove end-
of-life care for everyone in the Norton
County community.

‘._..\ /-'—




