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Honors for one laay,
while another lagy
withdraws

Growing up in the *60s, we watched the efforts of the “freedom
riders,” as they were called, after Rosa Parks refused to give up her
seat on a Birmingham, Ala. bus.

Parks’ courage in staying where she was seated sparked the imagi-
nation of hundreds of people who traveled from across the country
to ride the buses in the South in defiance of segregation laws. Parks
lived to see the day when much of the hate against blacks has been
overcome, but there are people today who continue to preach in-
tolerance and racial or religious prejudice.

After her actions, Parks moved to Michigan to get away from the
pressures of living where she had taken a stand for her people’s free-
dom. She won, but not without some personal sacrifice.

Having her lie in state in the Capitol Rotunda is a special honor,
and shows the highest regard for the actions she took to break the
racial barriers 40 years ago.

As we pay honor to Parks for her courage, it is hard for us not to
think of the personal sacrifice of another American woman who has
been thwarted in her attempt to take a seat on the United States
Supreme Court.

Harrier Miers may not have been everybody’s choice to succeed
Justice Sandra O’Connor, but her withdrawal Thursday came after
attacks on her by the religious right and the extreme right wing of
the Republican Party. The attacks centered on the fact that, since
she was never a judge, there was no way to predict what she would
do as a member of the highest court of the land.

Because of the manner of the attacks, the American people will
not have a chance to know any more about her beliefs.

We watched as President Bush had to announce the withdrawal
of Miers from consideration. Being a loyal friend, she quietly sub-
mitted her request and went back to her job as the White House
counsel.

The litmus test used against her is the same one that comes up
every time. Chief Justice John Roberts found a way to sidestep the
abortion questions in his hearing. The difference is, since he had
been ajudge for some years, there was rulings people could dissect
in an attempt to divine his probable leanings.

The religious right is convinced President Bush must appoint a
Supreme Court judge who is anti-abortion to give the court the
conservative balance to overthrow Roe vs. Wade, the ruling that
allowed women legally to decide whether to have an abortion.

Ever since, the religious right has been pushing to reverse this
ruling, and they believe Bush owes them thisappointment because
they helped him get elected.

Miers was an unknown quantity in many ways because she had
notbeen ajudge, butshe does have extensive legal experience. Itis
possible she would have brought a fresh approach to the court.

Bush is expected to quickly pick another nominee to fill the court
position, and take the focus off the indictment and resignation of
Vice President Dick Cheney’s chief of staff, Lewis Libby, on charges
of obstructing justice and lying to investigators.

Parks should be remembered for the stand she was willing to take
and the pressures she faced. Parks will rest in peace knowing she
gave it her best, and that the world was changed by her actions.
We will remember Miers as the loyal counsel who almost made ju-
dicial history. —Tom Betz

WRITE:

TheNorton TelegramencouragesL et-
terstotheEditor onany topicof publicin-
terest. Letters should be brief, clear and
to the point. They must be signed and
carry theaddressand phonenumber of the
author.

We do not publish anonymous | etters.
We sign our opinionsand expect readers
todolikewise.

Wedonot publishformlettersor | etters
about topics which do not pertain to our
area. Thank-yous should besubmittedto
theWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but will be
read and edited for form and style, clarity,
lengthandlegality. Wewill not publish at-
tackson privateindividua s or businesses
whichdonot pertaintoapublicissue.
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You KNOW...
A REALLY

GOD PLUMBER
WoULDVe GOTTEN

THIS MESS
OUT OF WERe...

AND UPSTAIRS
INTO THE
OVAL OFFICE.,

LETTERSTO THEEDITOR:
Department of Transportation working on snow closings

TotheEditor:

Wearewriting in response to your re-
cent editorial about the Kansas Depart-
ment of Transportation’ spolicy on clos-
ing Interstate 70 and other highwaysdur-
ing snow and ice storms.

Beforetheink dried onyour recent edi-
torial, our agency had already met with
local law enforcement personnel, emer-
gency preparedness managers, troopers
fromtheKansasHighway Patrol, and our
ownemployeesfromall thecommunities
fromHaystoGoodlandaong|-70todis-
cuss this very issue. On Oct. 20 and 21,
wediscussed our policiesand heard com-
ments from the local officials on how
these policies affect each community.

Y ou pointed out thefrustration of local
residents not being allowed through our
snow gatesin order to get home or work
duringastorm. Thoughit hasnever been
our policy not to sort traffic, we realize
some of the setbacks that have occurred
inthe past dueto shortage of manpower
or intense weather conditions. We ad-
dressed thissituation during themeetings
mentioned above. Asaresult of our dis-
cussions, troopers now have access to
open the snow gates. In the future, the
patrol and our local highway crews will
makeacoordinated effortinsortinglocal

traffic.

Still, there may be isolated incidents
when the gates will be locked and un-
manned. It might bedueto“whiteout” or
blizzard conditions where no one— in-
cluding the traveling public and our em-
ployees— could safely travel on aroad-
way. Or, it could bebecauseof ashortage
of manpower, dueto our crews plowing,
working, and clearing other roadways
involvedinastorm. Butitwouldnever be
because we would “ put up asign and go
home.”

We understand thefrustration you and
other citizens and business owners feel
whentravel istemporarily affected dueto
our road closures. Pleasekeepinmindthe
safety of thetraveling public always has
been and always will be our top priority
inevery stormandroad closuresituation.

Thisyear’s snow situation arrived on
Oct. 10 and ushered in an early winter
storm, dumping two feet of snow between
Limon and Denver. While some may
think that this storm should have been
Colorado’ sproblemby allowingtrafficto
pileupinColorado, our policiesand com-
mon sense suggest otherwise.

As a neighboring transportation
agency, thedepartment hastheresponsi-
bility to make sure motorists are not al-

Visiting mother
upset about
Norton’s conduct

Dear Editor,

| spent most of my lifegrowing up
inPhillipsburg, sol know that Norton
isacompetitivetownfilledwithcom-
munity pride. However, after the
game between Phillipsburg and
Norton on Oct. 28, my outlook
changed.

The game was a good one, both
teams played hard. It was after the
gamethat | saw what poor sportsman-
shipthecoachesfrom Nortonshowed.
The town members al so acted child-
like.

Almost every gamel have beento,
theteams, coaches, etc. congratulate
the opposing team. | did not see the
Norton coaches do so. That was dis-
appointingand mademefeel therepu-
tation of Norton being sore losers
might betrue.

Then the windows of many
Phillipsburg vehicleshad obscenities
written on them with soap (thank
goodness), and | otsof windowswere
coveredwithsoap. Now | knowitwas
close to Halloween, but it seemed
childish to do this to an opposing
towns windowsduring the game.

| really find it sad that atown with
pridein their teams is letting its
coachesand some of itstownspeople
act assuch.

Joy Lackey
A Phillipsburg Mother

lowed to travel into a situation, such as
being stranded along the road in a bliz-
zard, inwhichtheir livescould beat risk.
Wemust balancetravel er inconvenience
withthepotential risksof travelingintoe
serious weather situation and the likeli-
hood of findingfood and shelter alongthe
way.

Althoughsnow wasnot afactorin Kan-
sasduringthisparticul ar storm, travelers
who were headed west on [-70 would
eventually runintoaclosurein Colorado.
When we know the roads will be closed
onany portionof I-70, acoordinated pub-
lic messageisrelayedtothemedia, local
officials, and westrategically placevari-
able message boards as far east as pos-
sible. This allows the traveling public
plenty of timeto pull off theroad, usean
alternate route, and seek a room, since
motels could be filling up further west
along 1-70.

ChrissMcDiffett, Norton
District 3 engineer
Kansas Department of Transportation

Capt. Kelly McGuire, Hays
commander, Troop D
KansasHighway Patrol

Booster thinks sportsmanship was good

TotheEditor,

It was recently brought to my attention that several Phillipsburg Panther fans
had apoor experienceat therecent footbal | gamebetween Nortonand Phillipsburg.
Several accusationswere made, in aletter to the editor much likethisone, re-
garding the conduct of the Norton coaching staff and fansand | would liketo re-

spond.

Itwassaid that theNorton coachesdid not congratul atethe Phillipsburg coaches
followingthegame. Thissurprised mebecausel know that Coach (Bruce) Graber
hasthe utmost respect for Coach Covington and has expressed that respect pub-
licly at many of our Booster Club meetings.

When | discussed the allegation with Mr. Graber he denied it and amember of
our club verified, with Coach Covington personally, that indeed Coach Graber
and several Norton fansdid meet and congratul ate Coach Covington onthefield.

In regards to the soaping of windows, | ask that you please don't feel like
Phillipsburg fans were being singled out as the Norton fans had their windows

soaped aswell.

Sincethisvandalism happened during the game | am asking that you consider
that all windows were soaped, not by fans, but by people who take no pridein
their school or community and who could probably care less about the outcome

of thegame.

Inclosing | wouldliketo wish ThePantherscontinued successin thisseason as
they represent Phillipsburg and the Mid-Continent L eaguein the playoffs.

Kurt Mann, president
Norton Blue Jay Booster Club

to him at recent

Dear Editor,

| appreciatetheopportunity toshare
somethingswith the community.

| can’ttell youhow grateful | amfor
the wonderful welcome home | re-
ceived at the TMPfootball gameand
thesigned helmet.

Believeit or not, I’ m actually kind
of speechless about al this, so I'll
keepit pretty short and sweet.

‘\loice’ appreciates honor given

football game

When Terri andl movedtoNorton
in 1979, we were welcomed with
open arms from the first moment,
and Norton has been home every
since. No matter wherel go, Norton
will alwaysbemy home. Thank you
al again.

Larry Black
former “Voiceof theBlue Jays’




