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Small gameprovides
year-round opportunities

By Tom Betz

Kansas has gamethat can be hunted during
the year beyond the big three: deer, pheasant
and antelope.

Amongthesmall gameavailableareprairie
chicken, cottontail and jack rabbits, squirrels
and crows, and then there is non-game hunt-
ing of prairiedogsand other rodents.

A hunting license is required to take non-
gamespeciessuchasprairiedog, ground squir-
rel, woodchuck, kangaroo rat, starling and
house sparrows. The season is open year
around, and there is no possession limit on
theseanimals.

Rabbit seasonisopenyear roundfor cotton-
tail and jackrabbits. Daily bag limit onrabbits
is 10 with 30 in possession. Squirrel (gray or
fox) seasonisfromJune1toFeb. 28. Daily bag
limitfor squirrel isfivewithapossessionlimit
of 20. Crow seasonisfrom Nov. 10to March
10. Thereisno bag limit for crows.

Prairie chicken season runsfrom Nov. 19 to
Jan. 31 exceptinthesouthwest. Inthe Southwest
theprairiechickenseasonisfromNov.19toDec.
3. The bag limit in the Northwest is 2 per day,
andthebag limitinthe Southwest is1 per day.

Some landowners allow hunting of prairie
dogsontheirland aspart of aneffort tocontrol
them. The areawildlife conservation officer
can usually provide alist of those who allow
prairie dog hunting.

In Sherman, Cheyenne and Wallace coun-
ties, the officer isMike Hopper and he can be
reached at 785-899-5199. In Decatur and
Rawlins County and west half of Norton
County, thewildlifeofficerisDick Kelly, 785-
475-2950. The number in the east half of
Norton County is 785-543-5820, and in Tho-
mas County, 785-462-7602.

While some small game may seem pretty
tame hunting, prairie dogs are tougher than it
might seem at first blush because these little
animalshaveorganizedthemselvesintotowns,
flat sections of ground where the “watchers’
can see approaching trouble. With the first
shot, they spreadthealarmandquickly dipinto
their holes.

A hunter will have to be patient to wait for

the watchers to return and give them time to
givetheall-clear beforetaking the next shot.

Small game in Kansas can be hunted with
shotguns no larger than 10 gauge with shot
only; center fire and rimfire rifles and hand-
guns; muzzleloading shotguns, riflesand pis-
tols; cap-and-ball pistols; pellet guns; BB guns;
bow and arrow; sling shot; and falconry.

Residents age 16 through 64 must have a
hunting license, and nonresident hunters, re-
gardless of age, must have a nonresident li-
cense. Anyonewhohasnot livedinK ansasfor
60 daysisconsidered anonresident. Arrange-
ments for alifetime license can be made
through the department’ sofficein Pratt.

Nonresidents who are full-time students at
statecollegesor vocational schoolsmay obtain
resident licenses and permits, but must carry
evidenceof their statusas students.

There are exemptions from the hunting li-
cense requirement for landowners or tenants
of landleased for agriculture, andtheirimme-
diatefamilieslivingwiththem, whilehunting
or fur harvesting on thisland.

Theseasonfor furbearer hunting or trapping
of badger; bobcat; gray, red, swift fox; mink;
muskrat; opossum; raccoon; striped skunk and
weasel isNov. 17to Feb. 15. Thelicense cost
$20.15for anadult, $12.15for ajunior license
(under 16) and $252.15 for anonresident. A
nonresident bobcat permit can be purchased
for $102.15whichallowsthehuntertobagone
animal.

A furharvester license isrequired to hunt,
trap or pursue (run) furbearers or to sell their
pelts. Thosebornonor after July 1, 1966, must
complete afurharvester education course ap-
proved by theDepartment of Wildlifeand Parks.
Courseinformationisavailableby calling 620-
672-5911 or at www.kdwp.state.ks.us.

Anyoneborn after July 1, 1957, must com-
pleteacertified hunter education courseto pur-
chase ahunting license or furharvest license,
except on landsthey own.

Thoseunder age27 must carry an approved
hunter education card with them while hunt-
ing in Kansas. Kansas recognizes approved
coursesin al other states.
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This year’s rain helps out
pheasant population

By Kimberly Davis

Thankstothegood start on wheat fields
in northwest Kansas last spring and some
timely rains, biologists say the pheasants
populationhashad ahugeincreaseover last
year.

Randy Rodgers, small game biologist
with the Kansas Department of Wildlife
and Parksin Hays, said the agency ranits
annual summer brood survey in July and
August. Theindex for birdswasup 42 per-
cent.

“That is a huge increase,” said Mr.
Rodgers.

That meansthisisthe second year in a
row the bird population has been up, he
said, and that’ s good news, especially af-
ter yearsof declining numbersthroughthe
drought.

Thedrought, said Mr. Rodgers, seemed
to really take hold in 2000. From 2002 to
2003, the pheasant numbersin northwest
Kansaswereat alow. Last year, therewas
alittle increase, but thisyear, theincrease
ismuch bigger.

One of the key reasons the population
went up, saidMr. Rodgers, isthat thewheat
got off toagood start thisyear By thethird
orfourthweekinApril, cropswereroughly
10incheshigh, which provided good nest-
ing conditions and cover for young birds.
Thewheat, he said, actually got off to one
of the best starts he has seen.

It turned out to be pretty dry in May, so
the wheat didn’t fill out with grain which
wasn’tgoodfor thefarmers, hesaid, but as
far ascover for thebirdsit wasgreat.

Actualy, said Mr. Rodgers, theweather
helped the birds some because the nests
wereestablished and thebirdsdidn’t have
to contend with major storms during the
nesting period.

Themaindownsidethisyear wasthehoat,
windy spell in mid July. That weather re-
duced chick survival, hesaid.

Thisyear, said Mr. Rodgers, the peak of
the hatch wasin the first 10 days of June,
although pheasants can hatch any time
from April to August. The hot, dry condi-
tionsin July was hard on younger chicks,
threeweeksand under.

Mr. Rodgerssaiditagoodthing thearea
started to get rain in August, because it
helped the birds out. If the rain hadn’t
started to fall, the bird count would have
been alot lower, hesaid.

Another reason thereisan increase this
year, hesaid, issimply because there was
adglight jump last year, which meant there
weremorebirdsbreeding thisyear.

Withmorebirds, Mr. Rodgerssaid, there
probably will be a few more hunters. If
hunters comes out early in the season,
which starts the second Saturday of No-
vember, and huntingisgood, thenthey will
most likely makemoretrips. Inthepast few
years, he said, many have come out early
to hunt and didn’t see anything, and many
didn’t come back.

A strong hunting season shoul d boost the
area seconomy alittle, he added.

Although it didn’'t have anything to do
with the bird numbers, he said, the of the
Kansas Wildlife and Parks Commission
has voted to start pheasant season aweek
earlierin2006. That meanstheopening day
with bethefirst Saturday in November.

Mr. Rodgerssaidquail numbersareupa
little, too. Although quail don’t nest in
wheat, theweather wasfavorablefor them,
too. Still, therearen’ tthat many quail inthis
areacompared to farther east.

Northwest Kansas is not the hotbed of
quail country, but withthefederal Conser-
vation ReservePrograms, therehasbeenan
increase in the population in the western
part of the state. The program pays farm-
erstoput” highly erodable” landintograss
or treesrather than crops, providing more
cover.

Norton’s Dustan Daniels caught two wipers—one weighing 4 pounds,
4 ounces and the other weighing 1 pound, 8 ounces — on Oct. 25
using nightcrawlers as bait.




