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Duck season open, but water needed

PRATT — Duck season opened Oct. 8in
the High Plains Zone (west of U.S. Highway
283), and seasons are set to open Oct. 15in
the Early Zoneand Oct. 29 inthe Late Zone.
However, if thestatedoesnot receivesignifi-
cant rainfall soon, most public huntinginthe
central and western areasof the state may not
hold ducks, even though good numbers of
ducksare expected.

As of mid-October, Cheyenne Bottoms
Wildlife Area near Great Bend — one the
state’ smost popular areas— had no water in
any hunting pools. Nearby QuiviraNational
Wildlife Refugeisfaring alittle better. The
areahasafair amount of water and approxi-
mately 27,000 ducks, but thesalt flatsaredry.

Farther north, conditionsat Kirwin National
Wildlife Refuge are poor, with little to no
floodedtimber, openflats, or shoreline. Pros-
pectsfor duck hunting at JamestownWildlife
Area, in Jewell County, “look alittle grim,”
according to area manager Rob Unruh. All
poolsareeither low, dry, or beingworked on.
A recent 1-inchrain, however, may haveim-
proved prospects, depending on the timing
and volume of the migration.

Another popular wetlandinthecentral por-
tion of the state, M cPherson Wetlands Wild-
life Area, has few ducks and limited water.
Likethe other areas, until it receives signifi-
cantrainfall, hunting prospectsarepoor tofair.
Texas Lake, west of Pratt, isasmaller area,

but it haswater becausethey areableto pump
the poolsprior to season opening.

Farther east, habitat conditionsl ook better.
The water levels at Milford Wildlife Area,
near Junction City, are good. Theareahad a
good early teal season, and area manager
Mark Mohler is pumping the hunting pools.
“Hunting should to be pretty good if we get
theducks,” Mohler said. Southeast of Milford
about 80 miles, John Redmond Reservoir also
has good water levels, so hunters should ex-
pect thisareato attract solid numbersof ducks
throughout the season.

Some of the best hunting may be near the
Missouri border. MaraisdesCygnesWildlife
Area, near Pleasanton, has abundant water.
Hunters should be aware that much of the
water may be concealed by standing vegeta-
tion, making excellent duck habitat. Cur-
rently, therearefew ducksonthearea, but the
season doesn’t begin there until Oct. 29.
Nearby MaraisdesCygnesNationa Wildlife
Areahaslimited waterfowl! hunting because
the only habitat istheriver and afew oxbow
lakes and farm ponds. These, however, may
attract fair numbers of ducksif the wildlife
areahasagood year.

The other major waterfowl management
areain eastern Kansas is Neosho Wildlife
Area, near St. Paul. Traditionally anexcellent
place to hunt ducks, Neosho had agood teal
season, but water levels have gone down

Lynn Harper, Norton, snagged this 27 3/4 inch, 7 pound wiper on
Oct. 9 using blue gill as bait.

since. Area manager John Silovsky put it
bluntly: “Weneed somerain. We vegot some
water now and about 3,000 ducks, but theref-
uge pool isextremely low. If weget rain, we
canpumpfromtheriver, but weneed precipi-
tation to hold ducks.”

All of this, of course, depends on the
weather, so heavy precipitation during the
long seasons coul d change prospects consid-
erably, especially for later migrating ducks.
Also, thestate’ sreservoirsshouldnot beover-
looked. Hunters should scout these areas,
phone the area managers, or check the Kan-
sas Department of Wildlifeand Parkswater-
fowl reportsonline.

Kansasisdividedintothreehunting zones,
with season dates split into two segmentsin
each of the three zones. Season dates and
zonesincludethefollowing:

* Early Zone— Oct. 15-Dec. 11 and Dec.
17-Jan. 1;

* Late Zone— Oct. 29-Jan. 1 and Jan. 21-
29; and

*High PlainsZone— Oct. 8-Jan. 3and Jan.
21-29.

A separate season for pintail and canvas-
back includesthefollowing dates:

* Early Zone— Oct. 15-Nov. 22;

* LateZone— Oct. 29-Dec. 6; and

*High PlainsZone— Oct. 8-Nov. 15.

A six-duck daily bag limit may include no
morethanonepintail (inseason), onemottled
duck, one canvasback (in season), twowood
ducks, two redheads, two scaup, or fivemal-
lards, of which only one may be ahen. The
merganser limit is five, including no more
than one hooded merganser.

For adetailed map of theduck zonebound-
aries, obtainacopy of the2005 K ansasHunt-
ingand Furharvesting RegulationsSummary,
availableat all KansasWildlifeand Parksof -
ficesand most license vendors, or download
the booklet fromthe KDWPwebsite.
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Ssoond goose
A0 0pens
onNov. 12

PRATT — Kansasgoose huntershad
theopportunity totakeashot at their fa-
vorite game before theinflux of upland
bird huntershit thefield Nov. 12.

A two-day goose season ran Oct. 29-
30 statewide, with the exception of the
Maraisdes CygnesValley Unitin east-
ern Kansas.

Thesecond segment of white-fronted
goose season begins Nov. 12 and runs
through Jan. 20. The Canadagoose sec-
ond segment runsNov. 12-Feb. 12.

Although it may be early for large
numbers of migrating Canada geese to
arriveinKansas, thestatehasagrowing
population of resident geese. Nearly ev-
ery public wildlife areawith alake or
reservoir hasresident Canadageesethat
may be successfully hunted with alittle
scouting.

Harvested crop fields around many
urbanareascanal soprovidegood oppor-
tunities. Many cities have burgeoning
populations of resident geese that are
often destructive of parks, golf courses,
and other greenways within the cities.
Hunters can enjoy agood hunt and help
citiesasthesegeesefly tofeedinfields
in the country during morning and late
afternoon.

Hunting pressure is usually low for
thisshort early season, providing an ex-
cellent opportunity for theavid hunter.
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