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Big game hunting Is relatively new

Big gamehuntingin Kansasisarelatively
new heritagebecausenearly all biggamespe-
cieswereextirpated from the state by 1900.

Prior to settlement, the prairies of Kansas
werehometotremendousherdsof bison, elk,
muledeer, and pronghornantel ope. Inthetim-
bered areas of eastern Kansas, white-tailed
deer were abundant.

The first modern deer season was held in
1965, and permitswerelimited. Today, white-
tailed deer thrive statewide and permits for
residentsare sold acrossthe counter.

Muledeer arestill commoninwesternKan-
sas, through permitsto hunt themarelimited.
Pronghornantelopearelimitedtofar-western
countieswherelargeareasof nativeprairieare
still found, and residentscanhuntthemif they

receive acoveted permit in the annual draw-
ing. Similarly, elk are hunted through very
limited permits. The only free-ranging elk
herdinK ansasisfoundontheFort Riley Mili-
tary ReservationinRiley County. Hunterscan
receive a Kansas Trophy Certificate if the
antlersor hornsfrom adeer or antelope they
kill achieves a minimum score. The depart-
ment also maintainsan unofficial Top 20list
for deer and antelope.
Deer

Twodeer speciesthriveinK ansas. themule
deer and thewhite-tailed deer.

Muledeer arerestricted tothewesternone-
third of thestate, primarily ontheHighPlains,
Smoky Hills, and Red Hillsregions. Asyou
travel west to east, mule deer are less abun-

Deer check stations are
avallable throughout area

By Carolyn Plotts

Deer permits are required for al hunting
seasons, butinKansasonly deer takenduring
firearmsseason, whichrunsNov. 30- Dec. 11,
must be examined at adeer check station.

“Wedothisprimarily to continuechecking
the health of Kansasherds,” said Dick Kelly,
wildlifeconservationofficerinOberlinforthe
Kansas Department of Wildlifeand Parks.

Officer Kelly is stationed in Oberlin but
servesDecatur and Rawlinscountiesand hal f
of Norton. Healso worksin Phillips County.

Thelaw requires huntersto taketheir deer
to acheck station within 48 hours after they
kill their one, he said. Datawill be collected
from the hunter and aseal will be attached to
thedeer. Department personnel stop by these
checkpointsto collect biological information
fromthedeer.

Sometheinformationthey gather hastodo
withchronicwasting disease, ahealthconcern
for deer and elk. It istransmissable, affecting
thebrain, andinevitably causing death. Itisa
brain-wasting disease similar to “mad cow”
disease.

An infected animal may become shabby,
standwithdroopingears, appear tobeinastu-
por and even act unconcerned when hunters
approach.

Even though, there is no known link be-
tween thediseaseand humans, huntersshould
practice common-sense safety precautions,
biologistssay. They should avoid eating any
deer that appearsill. TheKansasHuntingand
Furharvesting Regulations Summary for
2005 advisesthat certain parts of the animal
such as the brain, spinal cord, lymph nodes,
eyes and tonsils should no be included with
meat for peopleto eat.

Check stationswere created so large num-
bers of deer could be examined and samples

obtainedtomonitor thehealth of Kansas' deer
herds, the department says.

There has been only one animal, out of
5,700deer and elk tested since 1996, that was
positivefor chronicwasting disease. That test
wasfromagamefarmelk that had beentrans-
ferredfrom Colorado. NonativeK ansasdeer
hastested positive.

Thecountiesof Kansasaredividedinto 18
areas, each under thejurisdiction of aconser-
vationofficer. Thecountiesof northwest Kan-
sasfall intoareas1, 2 and 3.

Bruce Reeves, manager of the Phillips 66
station in Norton said his check station saw
250-300 deer last year. He said ametal lock-
ing tag, similar to those seen on the back of
semi-trailers, is attached to the deer to show
that it has been inspected and that it was le-
gally obtained.

Scott Carlson, owner of Northwest Arms
and Servicein Atwood, said heexpectsabusy
deer season.

“People are saying they’ re seeing lots of
deer and pheasants,” he said. “Last year, we
checked in over 170 deer, and | expect this
year to beabout that.”

Areacheck stationsinclude:

» Atwood, Northwest Armsand Services.

Colby,BudVanHorn,895W. Seventh St.

» Goodland, Bob' sWildlife Taxidermy.

« Hill City, J& M Taxidermy.

*Hoxie, Bainter Qil.

» Kensington, Tipi Taxidermy.

* Logan, Logan Hardware.

 Norton, Phillips 66.

» Oakley, Oakley Premimum Meats

* Oberlin, DalesFish'n’ Fun.

« Phillipsburg, Phillipsburg L ocker Plant.

« Sharon Springs, Fox Still, 421 EIm St.

* St Francis, CheyenneCounty Wildlife, Inc..

« Stockton, Baxter Bait and Tackle.

dant, and whitetail numbersincrease.

Whitetailed deer numbers have increased
dramatically inthelast 20 years, and they can
befoundvirtually statewidewherever suitable
habitat exists. Highest whitetail densitiesare
inthe eastern one-third of the state. Whiteta-
ilshaveadaptedwell toKansas' modernland-
scape, finding cover in natural woodlands,
shelterbelts, old homesteads and grasslands,
andabundantfoodincropfields. Theselective
management program has created a healthy
deer herd, withexcellent potential for trophy-
sized bucksinall regions.

Antelope

The antelope, or more accurately, the
pronghorn, is a unique species to North
America. Historically pronghorn ranged
throughout thewesternthree-fourthsof Kansas
andwere considered nearly asnumerousashi-
son. But by thelate 1800sand early 1900s, un-
regulated harvest reduced pronghorn to the
westernborder of thestate. Trap andtransplant
effortswereinitiated in 1964 in Wallace and
Sherman counties. Later (1978-1983) prong-
hornwerereintroducedintoBarber, Comanche,
Ellsworth, Saline, Gove, and Morton counties.
A FintHillspopulationof pronghornswasalso
established in Chase County with releasesin
19781979, 1991 and 1992.

The western Kansas reintroductions were
successful. Thereare about 2,000 pronghorn
inthewesternmost twoto threetiersof coun-
ties. A few pronghorn roam Barber County,
and 50 or so remainin the Flint Hills, which
wastheeastern edgeof thehistoricpronghorn
range in the U.S. None remain in Ellsworth
and Saline counties.

Asthelandscape becomes more intensely
devel oped and modified, it becomesmoreand
moredifficulttofind spaceforlarger animals
like pronghorn, and landscape changes such
asthelossof nativeprairie(toagriculture, ur-
bani zation, andtreegrowthresultingfromfire
suppression) have not been favorable for
pronghorn. As aresult, the amount of good
pronghorn habitat is limited in Kansas, and
even areas with extensive native grassland
like the Flint Hills and parts of central Kan-

sasthat might appear to besuitablefor prong-
horn aren’t, as evidenced by the disappear-
ance of reintroduced animals. Thereis a
healthy population of pronghorn in Kansas,
but they areand will likely continueto bere-
stricted to thewest.

Thefirst hunting season was conducted in
1974. Nearly 500 hunters applied for the 80
permitsavailable. Seventy pronghornswere
harvested. Today, huntingisrestrictedinthree
management unitsthat include partsor all of
Sherman, Thomas, Wallace, Logan, Gove,
Trego, Greeley, Wichita, Scott, Lane, Ness,
Hamilton, Kearny, Finney, Gray, Hodgeman,
Ford, Stanton, Grant, Haskell, Morton,
Stevens, Seward, Meadeand Clark counties.
Firearms and muzzleloader permits are lim-
ited to residents only, and about 130 permits
are authorized each year. More than 1,000
applicationsarereceived, and hunterswhoare
unsuccessful inthedrawing receiveaprefer-
encepoint. Itcurrently requiressix preference
pointsfor ageneral resident todraw apermit.
Archery hunterscan purchasepronghorn per-
mits over the counter and just more than 100
aresold eachyear.

Elk

Elk wereanother biggamespeciesthat were
commoninpre-settlement Kansas. They were
alsoextirpatedat theturnof thecentury. How-
ever, asmall herdwasmaintained at theM ax-
well Wildlife Area near McPherson. The
2,200-acre enclosure is operated as arefuge
and also features bison. In 1981, elk from
Maxwell were released at the Cimarron Na-
tional Grassland, andthat herd wasfree-rang-
ing. To keep that herd from growing too big
and causing crop damage, alimited resident-
only seasonwasopenedin 1987. Later inthe
1980s, elk were captured at Maxwell and re-
leased onthe Ft. Riley Military Reservation.
That herd is also free-ranging, and a season
was established for the fort in 1990. Today,
elk are only hunted on and around Ft. Riley.
Morethan 1,500 applicationsarereceivedfor
the 20 or so permits allotted each year, and
they aredividedamongmilitary personnel and
Kansasresidents.
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— YOUR OUTDOOR CONNECTION —

EVERYTHING YOU NEED FOR
HUNTING, FISHING OR SPORTS

eLicenses =Guns =Ammunition = Archery
=Clothes, Including Sports Items

AND OFrICE SuppLIES, INC.

102 S. Seconp — NorTON, KS
785-877-2611
ToLL Free — 800-262-0283
Fax 785-877-3524




