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Norton boys sixth In State Cross Country

By DICK BOYD

The Norton Community High
School boys cross country team
placed sixthinthe Class 3A State
CrossCountry Meet held Saturday
morning on the golf course at
Wamego.

Freshman Laura Lee Baird
competed for Norton in the 3A
girlsraceandwasrunninginabout
fifth placewhen she stepped off a
concretegolf cart path, turned her
ankleand wasunableto continue.
ShewassixthintheClass3-2-1A
Wamego Cross Country Meet at

Kent Mann, above, set a
personal record 18:14.91.
Nortonfreshman LauralLee
Baird, right, was running
strong when this photo
was taken.

the start of the season and fifthin
the Class 3A Regional Meet at
Ellsworth aweek ago.

Prairie Village-Kansas City
Christianwonthe 3A boyscham-
pionshipwith 78 points, followed
by Northern Heights, 102; South-
east of Saline, 112; Wichita-Trin-
ity Academy, 122; Sabetha, 145;
Norton, 151; Hesston, 158;
Holcomb, 159; Wichita Colle-
giate, 187; Riley County, 242;
Neodesha, 247; Shawnee-
MaranthaAcademy, 260.

Norton freshman Zach Bainter,
who failed to finish earlier in the
season inthe Wamego meet, took
nine secondsoff hispreviousper-
sonal record on Saturday. He
medaled with a 10th place finish
individually andfifth placeamong
team runners and ran the three-
mile coursein 17 minutes, 11.34
seconds.

Junior Kent Mannal so set aper-
sonal record of 18:14.91, which
was ten seconds faster than his
previous personal best, and fin-

J'J.

The Norton cross country boys answered the gun with a strong start in the Class 3A
boys three mile race in state competition on Saturday in Wamego. The Blue Jays’ first
ever team entry in the state meet placed sixth. Norton freshman Zach Bainter, right,
ran a personal best 17:11.34 to finish tenth individually and fifth among team run-

ners in the race.

ished 38th individually and 23rd
among team runners.

Blue Jay junior Logan
Keiswetter finished in 48th indi-
vidually and 31stamongteamrun-
nersin 18:34.82. It was his third
best time of the season.

Norton junior Jared Engelbert
placed 59th in 18:52.20 and was
40th among team runners. It was
his second best time.

Jared Bebb, another Blue Jay
junior, finished in 73rd position
and 52nd among team runnersin
19:08.24. Hewasjust fiveseconds
off hispreviousbest time.

In addition to the five runners

whomadeup Norton’steamscore,
theBlueJayshadtwo otherscom-
peting. Sophomore Luke
VanSkike placed 80th and 58th
among team runners with a per-
sonal best of 19:26.65.

Freshman Cody Nickell was
just seven secondsoff hispersonal
recordtimewitha19:36.13for an
85th place and 63rd among team
runners.

“Wedidagreat job heretoday,”
said CoachDeytonHager. “ | knew
itwasgoingto bevery hardto get
in the top three as ateam. Sixth
place is very good. There were
some very good teams here.

No. 6 seeded Norton loses to Oberlin
In Class 3A Sub-State volleyball

By DICK BOYD

Coach Jill Lively’s Norton
Community High School volley-
ball teamlostto Oberlin24-26, 12-
25intheClass3A Sub-State Tour-
nament Oct. 22 in Phillipsburg.

Norton was seeded No. 6 and
Oberlin No.3 in the single-elimi-
nationtournament. Thelossended
the season for Norton with afinal
14-15record.

Oberlin continued on to defeat
No. 2seed Phillipsburg 21-25, 26-
24, 25-13 in the semi-finals and
outscore No.1 seed Holcomb 23-
25, 25-16, 25-23inthechampion-
shipfinals.

Oberlin played in the Class
3A StateVolleyball Tournament
Friday at the Bicentennial Cen-
ter in Salinabut lost in thefirst
round.

“Weplayedvery hardinourfirst
game with Oberlin,” said Coach
Lively.“Wepickedupalotof digs
and played aggressively.

“Thereisalot of emotionina
sub-state tournament and it can
work for you or against you. Un-
fortunately, in the second game,
wecouldn’t put together pointsto

gain momentum. When your op-
ponent hasall themomentum, itis
difficult to get it back.

“Oberlinisavery solid team.
They played consistently andwent
ontowinthetournament.”

Statistics leaders for Norton
were: serves— AmandaAntrim,
100 percent, 1 ace; assists —
Courtney Cox, 9; ChelseaCox, 4;
kills — Chelsea Cox, Rebecca
Ebert, 6 each; Whitney Newell, 2;
Rachadl Lentz, MaggieNielsen, 1
each; blocks — Chelsea Cox,
Ebert, Alexi Wolf, 2 each; Lentz,
1; digs— Lacey Roe, 13; Lentz,
Chelsea Cox, 7 each; Courtney
Cox, 6.

“I"mproud of theeffortour girls
put into this match” said Coach
Lively.

“We will miss our seniors next
season.”

The seniors on this season’s
Nortonvolleyball teamwereAlexi
Wolf, AmandaAntrim, Danielle
LeClair, Kayla Douglas, Naomi
Streck, Rachael Lentz, Klaire
Mann, Whitney Newell, Chelsea
Cox, Darci Darling and Rebecca
Ebert.

By DICK BOYD

TheNorton Community High
School football team will travel
toRiley County High School for
a Bi-District football playoff
gamethisevening.

Kickoff will beat 7 p.m.

Norton was runnerup in Dis-
trict 10 play afterlosing 30-14to
PhillipsburgonThursday. Riley
County won their District 9
championship with a21-7 win
over Beloit.

Beloit will travel to
Phillipsburgfor another Bi-Dis-
trict gamethisevening.

Only winners of Bi-District
gameswill continue ontheroad
to the state championship with
gameson Saturday.

Norton tied for second with

Norton to play at
In Bi-District football game tonight

PhillipsburgintheMid-Continent
L eague race since post-season
games are not included in league
standings. Smith Center was the
league champion.

Norton’sonly lossesthisseason
havebeentounbeaten Smith Cen-
ter, defending Class 2A state
champion; Oakley, undefeated
and stateranked and Phillipsburg,
onelossand state ranked.

Riley County’s only loss was
14-7to Silver Lake.

Indefeating Beloit, theFal cons
limitedtheTrojanstojust 20yards
rushing and allowed 119 yards
passing for 139 total yards. Riley
County rushed for 200 yards and
passed for 90 yardsfor 290 yards
of offense.

Senior running back J.J. Cosh

rushed for 112 yards and scored
twotouchdownsfor Riley County
inthegame. Both Coshand senior
quarterback Zack Sullivan, who
scored onceagainst Beloit, started
for Riley County last seasonwhen
the Falcons were the district
runnerup and traveled to Norton
for the bi-district contest. Norton
wonthat game28-7 and advanced
toregiona play

Unfortunately, Sullivan suf-
fered acompound fracture of his
collarbonewhile making atackle
from hislinebacker spot in thefi-
nal five minutes of the gamewith
Beloitandwill misstherest of the
Season.

The Norton defense has been
very good this season and even
played very well against

Riley County

Phillipsburg most of the time.
The Panthers' speed created
some long scoring plays that
madethefinal scorelook worse
thanitwas.

Norton'sall-purposeyardage
leader isjunior tailback Blake
VanEaton who has rushed for
728 yards, caught passes total-
ing217yardsandreturnedkick-
offs for 254 yards for 1,199
yards of offense. He averages
133 yards of offense per game.
He also starts at linebacker
where he is one of the leading
tacklers.

Norton’s senior quarterback
Luke Pfannenstiel has com-
pleted 45 of 98 passes for 687
yardsand a46 percent comple-
tion average.

— Telegram photos by Dick Boyd

“1 think we can still run better
thanwedid but wedid somegood
thingsaswell. Our boys' goal was
to runin the 18s and we did that.
Our average time as ateam was
18:24 and that was great.

“Zach ran asuper raceto place
tenth asafreshman. | seehim do-
ing somegreat thingsnextyear for
thisteam.

“The great thing isthat welost
norunnersfromthisteamandwill
gainoneor twonextyear whowill
comeinand hel pusget back tothe
state meet.”

The top three girls teams were
Riley County, 59; Ellsworth, 86;

Nortonsenior Chelsea Cox,
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Salina Sacred Heart, 125.

“1feel sobadly for our littlelady
LauraLee,” said Coach Hager.
“She was sitting about fifth place
whenshestepped off acart pathinto
some grass and rolled her ankle,
which made her go down in the
race. With her not knowing her sta-
tus, shedid not continuetherace.

“Laura Lee will be back next
year and running better than she
didthisyear. Both of my freshmen
learned hardlessonsonthiscourse
thisyear. Zach learned hisin the
first Wamego meet. It's too bad
LauraLeehadtolearn hersat the
state meet.”

left, spikesthe ballfora point

during the Lady Jays’ first round match with Oberlin in
the Class 3A Sub-State Tournamentin Phillipsburg on Oct.
22. Lady Jay senior Alexi Wolf, above, serves the volley-
ball during Norton’sfirstround match with Oberlinin the

tournament.
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Ask About Our Nu-Ear
Digital Hearing Aids

Call My Toll-Free
Number For
An Appointment
1-800-331-7885

Located at: Boxler Insurance
Precision Hearing Aid Center

108 N. Fir

st, Norton



