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Taxpayers’ control
s the ballot box

Anytime taxpayers don’t like what the Legislature or the gover-
nor are doing, they have the right to “throw the rascals out” at

the next election.

That is the ultimate Taxpayers Bill of Rights, and it is built into
the constitution and laws at every level of government.

Today, though, there is a new push led by the conservative
group Americans for Prosperity to pass a Taxpayer Bill of Rights
for Kansas in the next legislative session.

Alan Cobb, state director for the lobbying group, has been
traveling the state to pump up support for this law, which would
limit the growth of government and require voters to approve
any tax or spending increases over the rate of inflation plus popu-

lation growth.

He points to Colorado, which passed a similar law by a vote of
the people in 1992, claiming our western neighbor has done well
with these limits in place over the last 13 years.

Actually, the Colorado Taxpayer Bill of Rights covered all levels
of government from the state down to the smallest city. In the
past 10 years, many major cities and counties have gone to their
voters to remove some of the limits of the law, and in more than
two-third of the votes, the limits have been removed.

In the next two weeks, Colorado voters will be asked to repeal a
section of the law and give the state part of the money that it has
been required to be returned over the past years because of the
limits the law put on state spending.

Colorado’s economy may be a bit rosier than Kansas’, but the
state has been facing the same red ink, and with the Taxpayers
Bill of Rights, it has been tough to pay for schools and highways in

the budget crunch.

With most of the major cities and counties released from the
limits, it appears that Colorado is doing well, and that the law has
been a success. If that were true, would the state Legislature, the
governor, the heads of the largest state universities, the mayor of
Denver and countless teacher and education groups be pushing
to have the voters remove part of the limits imposed by the law

13 years ago.

As with the Taxpayers Bill of Rights campaign beginning in
Kansas, there are claims and counter claims on both sides saying
the other side is not playing fair with the truth.

The goals of a Taxpayers Bill of Rights are to give the people the
control over future state spending, and to require they be asked
before there is any increase in taxes or spending. That sounds
good, but with a low rate of inflation and low population growth
in Kansas, the law can cause more problems than it will solve.

The results in the upcoming Colorado election should be in-
structive. No matter what our neighboring state does, the ques-
tion will be at the forefront in Topeka next year. As it is an election
year, people running for state office will face a new litmus test
when they are asked if they support the Taxpayers Bill of Rights.

The best way to limit government is to keep the people we elect
accountable. Putting into writing limitations based on outside
economic factors is asking for more financial trouble.

It would be as good to ask the candidates if they understand
how to balance a check book rather than tie them to a law that
will take away the incentive to be fiscally responsible.

— Tom Betz

LETTERTO THEEDITOR:
Scam mailing should be stopped

Letter tothe Editor:

Inthemail today, | received amailing
fromanoutfit called* TheNouveau Tech
Society’. Itisfivepagesof gobbledygook
trying to make you think you are some-
thing special and that you are rare with
very special talents. Itisa“secret” soci-
ety and everyone and everything init is
anonymous. It doesn’ ttakemuchtosmell
a scam. A few minutes on the Internet

confirmed my suspicions. Itisdefinitely
arip-off!

I, for one, amgoingtoturnmy letter into
the post officeand also send acopy tothe
stateattorney general’ soffice. | urgeany-
one who received this mailing to do the
same. Weneed to stop thisinitstracks.

June Prout
Norton
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Dishes are both healthy and good

emay have been on vacation,
but | was watching what we
ate. Thanks to me, Steve lost

four pounds and | only gained one last
week.

Curse you, kitchen full of food and
nothing to do but cook.

| love to cook, but | seldom have the
time. Last week, | had nothing but time,
and awell-stocked kitchen to boot.

Since | was trying for healthy things,
recipesthat had lotsof vegetabl escaught
my fancy.

| started of f trying oneout of anold copy
of theRocky Mountain News. Thedishis
called Okonomiyaki ... it's Japanesefor

.. heck | don’t know what that means or

even how to pronounceit, but it’ ssort of
likeapotato pancake madewith cabbage.

Thewriter said thisisbigin Japan, and
| can see why. It’ s tasty and reasonably
healthy.

Okonomiyaki

1/2 cabbage, shredded

1large peeled carrot, shredded.

1/2 onion, thinly sliced.

3stalkscelery, thinly sliced

11/2to 2 cupswholewheat flour.

3to4deggs

Milk or water

Cookingail

Combineeverythingexcept themilk or
water and cooking oil in alarge bowl,
mixing well to distribute the eggs. Add
milk or water slowly to makeabatter that

Open
Season

Cynthia
Haynes

bindsthevegetables.

Heat oil onagriddleor frying panuntil
adrop of the batter sizzleson contact.

Pour about 1/2 cup of thebatter ontothe
griddle and flatten into a pancake. Flip
when the first side has browned. Makes
10-12 cakes.

Serve with soy sauce or mayonnaise.

Theoriginal recipe called for cooking
Lcupof batter atatime. | triedthat thefirst
time, but thecakewastoobigtoturn, sol
wentwithhalf acupandtheresultisacake
aboutthesizeof anaveragesalad plate—
easy toturn and brownsnicely.

We ended up with 10 cakes and two
people. | decided to freeze the extrasbe-
tween sheets of waxed paper. When the
cakeswereal frozen, | storedthemina
plastic bag with the waxed paper still in
place.

| triedreheatingtwoinaskilletforlunch
and that worked well. | also tried to sub-
stitutecooking spray for oil whenreheat-
ing. That workedwell aslongasl remem-

bered to spray both sides of the cakes.
Wewereout of soy sauce, and | didn’t
feel likeadding extracal orieswith mayo,

| but Steve said themayo wasgood.

Theother vegetabledish | tried wasan
idea from the Nov. 1 Woman's Day

magazine:

Cutahead of broccoli intoflorets. Toss
with asliced red onion, two tablespoons
oil, one teaspoon salt and 1/2 teaspoon
pepper.

Spread on afoil-lined, rimmed baking
sheet androast at 450 degreesfor 20t0 25
minutes, until vegetablesaretinged with
brown and crisp-tender.

This seemsto be another way to serve
broccoli, which | always steam, without
adding too many calories.

Thelastrecipeideawasgiventomeby
afriend. Shesaidthat sheputseverything
in her slaw that she would normally put
inagreen salad — carrots, onions, green
peppers, celery, radishes, cucumbers,
evenpickles, pluscheese. Shesaiditwas
delicious. It sounds alittle strange, but |
think it will work and I’ m planning totry
it, butl think I’ [l leaveout the pi ckles, rad-
ishesand cucumbers. I’ mnot bigon pick-
lesand Stevewon’t eat the other two.

Now if | can just find a recipe for
calorieless cheeseburgers.

Fishing was great, though tough

gottogofishingtheother day. It was

I great. Okay, it wasatough day. The

sun was shining, the sky was bright,

but theshadowswerealready downonthe
canyon.

| fell in the creek, lost my pole and
bruised someribs.

But worsethings could happen.

Likenot going fishing.

| liketofish. It’ srelaxing and fun, and
sometimesyou catch something.

| likefishingin Kansas. Y ou sit onthe
bank, or onthedock, andwatchyour bob-
ber. If you'relucky, and thefish are bit-
ing, you catch some crappies. Maybe a
bassor acoupleof walleye.

But onasoft summer evening, withthe
sunsetting andthewater warmandinvit-
ing to your toes, what better thing to do?

Thedock isespecially goodif there’ sa
baseball gameon theradio.

Ithelpsif thefisharebiting, butit’ snot
required.

| like deep seafishing. There’'sdrama
and sport in finding the fish, atuna or
marlin or dorado.

Alotof days, youdon’t catchmuch. But
thesuniswarmandtheboat might stir up
aschool of porpoise. Whalesmightjump.

TheNorton TelegramencouragesL et-
terstotheEditor onany topicof publicin-
terest. Letters should be brief, clear and
to the point. They must be signed and
carry theaddressand phonenumber of the
author.

Onthe

Prairie Dog
Steve Haynes

A marlinmight bite.

L ast week, though, | wasfly fishingfor
trout in thewarm autumn sun.

It should have been aperfect day, even
if | got out alittlelate. Thefish were bit-
ing, and | wasjust letting them go.

| wastheretowatchthemrisetothefly,
strikeandrun. Toseethemfightandflash
intheir shiny glory

Andwatch them swim away.

Y oudon’thavetokeepfishtohavefun.
When they’re spawning in thefall, it's
better for youandfor themtolet themgo.

Then | came to the big hole, dammed
up by somebigrocks.

They looked solid.

| stepped up and started to cast.

Andtherocksmoved. | triedtobalance,
but to no avail.

| went oneway. My polewent theother.

WRITE:

We do not publish anonymousl|etters.
Wesign our opinionsand expect readers
todolikewise.

Wedonot publishformlettersor | etters
about topics which do not pertain to our
area. Thank-yous should besubmittedto

| landed in the creek, on somerocks.

My chest hit first, and when | got up |
couldfesdl it.

Not broken, probably, but youcouldtell
it would be sore.

My polewasnowheretobe seen, and |
started to figure out how I'd explain to
Cynthiathat | needed a new fly rod at,
what, $250 or $300?

| thought I’ d better ook around.

[t wasn't downstream.

| cameback to the big hole, afour-foot
aspenrodin hand, and started fishing.

| can'ttell youhow glad | waswhenthat
polecameup.

Then, | figured, sincel wasall wet, I’d
better get back to the car before hypoth-
ermiasetin.

Therewereacoupleof holesintheway,
and | caught two morefish.

See. It wasn’t such abad day.

| had my pole, ninefishonthescorecard
and the cliffsin the late evening light,
those were spectacular.

What'’s a few bruises and some wet
clothescompared to that?

[twasgreat.

| guessyou haveto lovefishing to un-
derstand.

theWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but will be
read and edited for form and style, clarity,
lengthandlegality. Wewill not publish at-
tackson private individuals or businesses
whichdo not pertaintoapublicissue.



