Kansas roads
shouldn’t be closed
to local traffic

A policy aimed at easing the plight of motorists stranded in
Colorado storms is causing problems for people who live in —
and need to get to — places in western Kansas.

When roads are closed in Colorado, officials there ask Kansas
authorities to block traffic where there are hotel rooms to handle
them. That makes sense, properly applied.

When they close the roads, though, they close them. And that
means that wherever there are motel rooms left, that’s as far west
as you can go.

I-70 has been closed as far east as Hays or Colby when there
were no road problems in Kansas. Mail, newspaper deliveries for
those of us further west were stopped along with through traffic.

People who live in far western towns couldn’t go home. People
with business out here couldn’t get through.

Not because of the weather. Not because of the danger. But
because the guys manning the barricades, state troopers and
state highway workers, didn’t want to separate the local traffic
from the Denver bound.

This is too high a price to pay for solving Colorado’s problem.
It’s good that Kansas can cooperate. No one wants to see hun-
dreds of people stranded in Burlington or Limon or some other
places where there are no beds or shelter.

But Kansas towns and Kansas people shouldn’t have to pay the
price.

State highway officials say it isn’t supposed to work this way.
Local traffic is supposed to go through. In practice, though,
troopers and highway crewmen manning barricades in Colby
and Goodland just block the road. They don’t ask where people
are going.

On lesser routes, they just put a sign up and go home. Gates are
locked at some entrances to the freeway. And a locked gate won’t
allow anyone on, local traffic or no.

Now some county commissioners are questioning this policy.
They wonder why they are helping to keep people off their roads
when it’s safe and reasonable to travel west in this state. They
don’t close county roads when it snows here, so why block them
when it snows in Colorado?

It’s about time somebody spoke up against this poorly imple-
mented policy.

If we can’t separate local traffic from through traffic, and allow
people with business in Kansas through, then Kansas roads ought
to stay open.

It’d be better to let the through traffic pile up in Colorado than
to stall commerce on this side of the border when it’s not neces-
sary.

We’d hope for a sensible compromise, allowing local traffic to
move where it needs to move, but if that can’t happen, then let’s
keep our roads open.

If the weather here gets bad enough, we can close the roads.
But when the problem is in Colorado, then why keep Kansans
behind the barricades?

— Steve Haynes
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Hello Mexico, it's good to be back

fter 13 trips to Juarez, Mexico,
youwouldthinkwe dhaveit“all
together.”

But there we were, the day before our
scheduled departure, with luggage and
toolsstrewn from oneend of thehouseto
theother.

We both tend to overpack and | began
tofear therewouldn’t beroominthevan
for the other eight members of our team.

My brother Bob wasthe 11th member
of theteam, but hedrovedown separately,
sowedidn’'t haveto worry about him.

We are small in numbers but deter-
minedto build thebest housewecan. We
know “our family” consists of a father,
Raphael; a mother, Alma; and their 6-
year-old son, Kevin.

Right now, I’'msittinginthefellowship
hall of thechurchwherewe' restayingin
El Paso. Hateto admit it, but | forgot all
about thiscolumnuntil everyonewasset-

Out Back

Carolyn Plotts

tling down for the night. I’'m writing in
longhand ontheback of anoldletter. It's
afar cry frommy computer, whichletsme
go back and fix mistakes. Sure hope the
typist can figure out my penmanship.
We have laughed so much this trip, |
think my eyesarepermanently “ squinty.”
There are some funny people on board,
but weevenlaugh at the“ groaners.”
Whenmy oldest daughter, Halley, was
about 10, she asked me, “Mom, can you
be a Christian and still have fun?’ This

groupislivingproof that you canhavefun
—lotsandlotsof fun.

Here's the run-down on this team: &
farmwife/nurse, aminister’ swife/medi-
cal office employee, agovernment em-
ployee, two retirees, acabinet maker, an
accountant, an Army Reserve soldier, &
postmaster, and Jim and me.

Everyone else is sleeping —and |
should be. Tomorrow isabig day. We
pour thefoundation of the houseand that
ishard, hard work in anybody’ sbook.

Our church families and friends have
beensokindtous, meetingevery needwe
had, bothfinancially and physically. One
lady brought uswarm cinnamonrollsthe
morningweleft, plusabucket of sausage
gravy. Wealready atetherolls, but some
biscuits will be put with that gravy and
we'll have breakfast. That's just afew
hoursaway, sol’mturningin.

Now | lay medowntosleep...

\We need to learn to let anger go

family was getting ready to cel-
ebratethe 100th birthday of their
mother and grandmother.

They sent outinvitationsand asked the
recipientsto send letters, photos and ac-
countsof their memoriestobeassembled
into amemory book and presented tothe
woman.

A niecetold my daughter that her fam-
ily wasestranged fromthat family. They
claimedthesamehometownandthecous-
inswerethe sameages. However, thefa-
thers (who were brothers) had an argu-
ment about 65 yearsago.

Her memory (and shewasvery young
at thetime) wasthat oncethechildrenhad
attended the same township school.

Thenthecounty school superintendent
cametothefamiliesand said it appeared
theirs would be the only children in the
school that year. Rather than hireateacher
for four or five children they gave the
familiesacash settlement for transporta-
tion expensesand closed the schoal.

One brother decided to send his chil-
dren to town and one sent histo aneigh-
boringtownship. Thefamily sending chil-
drentotownhadfurther togoandthought
themoney should bedivided proportion-
ally. Theother brother thought eachfam-
ily should get half.

“Thisiswhat | remember,” thewoman
said. " Our familiesnever recoveredfrom
that rift.”

Sad story, butitexplainsalot of things.
Thosemenweremy Dad’ sbrothers, long
sincedead.

It seemsalmost silly that somethinglike
thiscould get sofar out of hand.

Toputitin prospectiveit happened as
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the Great Depression wasending. These
familieshad been through hard times.

When my dad graduated from high
school inthe’ 30s, heand another unmar-
ried brother left Kansas.

Thetaxesweredueonthefamily farm.
They told the brother living there if he
wantedit, and couldkeepit, it wasall his.

Daddy told mehefelt badly about leav-
ing becausehethought they would starve
to death.

Whenwearechildrenweseeour fami-
liesasthenorm.

Wespent moretimewithoneunclethan
the other. But we were very closeto the
other’ ssonandhisfamily. | wonder if my
parentsknew of this.

My Dadwasthebaby of thefamily and
waslivinginanother state. My cousinsare
a generation older. Their children are
moreor lessmy age. Thedynamicsof my
extended family might havebeenstrange
but it wasnormal to me.

After hearingthisstory | havebeenpon-
dering how things might have been and
thethings| get angry about.

It is absolutely human to be angry. |
don’t know how to stopit.

Still, after awhile anger becomes a
choice. Wecankeepit or wecanlet go.

Even God getsangry.

Yet in Jeremiah he promises “| will
frownonyounolonger forl ammerciful,
| will not beangry forever.”

Areyou angry with your brother?

I’msureyouhaveagoodreason. All my
anger is certainly justified (in my own
mind).

Recently on a television show an
abused woman asked awoman who was
critical of her, “Did you ever love some-
one?”’

The other woman replied, “Love has
limits.”

Doesit, really?

| don’ t happentobelievethat, butif you
do, know this: If love has limits then so
must anger.

There are things that really hurt us.
They are hard to recover from.

Still, every so often we need to revisit
those things, recognize what a burden
they have become, and decideif it’ stime
to put them down.

If wecanwalk away fromlovewhy not
walk away from anger?

Do werealy want to carry it forever?
Dowewant our childrento carry it?

Anger haslimitsandit limitsus.

But, thereareno limitsto what we can
doif wedoit purely with love.

A hard task perhaps but not really any
harder thanharboringill will towardsan-
other for decades.

Dear Abby used to tout a“ Reconcilia-
tionDay”. Itwasinthespringl think. But
we don’'t have to wait. It can be any day
wedecide. How about today?

TheNorton TelegramencouragesL et-
terstotheEditor onany topicof publicin-
terest. Letters should be brief, clear and
to the point. They must be signed and
carry theaddressand phonenumber of the
author.

WRITE:

We do not publish anonymousl|etters.
Wesign our opinionsand expect readers
todolikewise.

Wedonot publishformlettersor | etters
about topics which do not pertain to our
area. Thank-yous should besubmittedto

theWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but will be
read and edited for form and style, clarity,
lengthandlegality. Wewill not publish at-
tackson private individuals or businesses
whichdo not pertaintoapublicissue.



