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Supreme Court
over-reaches rtself

The Kansas Legislature will have to decide next year what, if
anything, to do about the state Supreme Court.

The court way overreached its powers when it ordered the
Legislature to spend specific amounts on schools.

The issue is not how much money schools need, but who de-

cides how much is enough.

The court says it will decide, but that’s bad for democracy.
Unelected judges are supposed to decide our disputes and inter-

pret the laws, not spend money.

The court based its decision on a phrase in the state Constitu-
tion which says the Legislature shall make *“suitable” provision for
schools. The court defined suitable as it was outlined in a consult-
ants’ report the Legislature itself had ordered.

The Legislature later decided that the consultants’ figures were

a little more than suitable.

“Never mind,” the court said. “Get more money.”

On the death penalty, too, the court has been out of step with
Kansans. The court went out of its way to make certain that a
troop of murderers escaped lethal injection.

If the Legislature decided that the death penalty was proper,
and several juries agreed to apply it, what place has the court to

make its own rules here?
Good question.

In the old days, we used to elect Supreme Court judges in this
state. The good government movement saw that as a political
nightmare, dragging the courts into places they ought not to go.

Maybe the do-gooders were right, but the present system,
where the governor picks judges from a list provided by a nomi-
nating panel, has let the court get way out of tune with the

people.
What to do?

Well, electing district judges, as most Kansas counties still do,
seems to work pretty well. It’s rare for a judge to lose his job, but it
can happen if one becomes out of touch.

We’d go for that.

A plan to have the state Senate pass on judicial appointments,
much as the U.S. Senate does, seems a half measure, but it would

be better than no action.

Whatever it decides on the court, though, the Legislature needs
to take back control of the school budget and start making deci-
sions about how to spend state money.

That’s the Legislature’s job, after all. The members cannot
afford to default on it again. — Steve Haynes

LETTERTO THEEDITOR:
Woman appreciates retirement facllity

L etter tothe Editor:

| amwritingtocommend your commu-
nity onthefinefacility you created when
you built the Whispering Pines Retire-
ment Village. Itisavery caring homeat-
mospherefacility.

They havebeenvery goodtomy father,
MerleApplegate, sincehetook residency
whenthefacility openedin Juneof 2003.

Theresidentsand staff had becomehis
extended family. When he has been sick
in the past they have been very good to
him. Things are never the same as your
own home, but this has been agood way
for himtomaintain hisindependenceand
still have ahome environment.

Since his children do not live within
close proximity of Norton, it is reassur-
ing to know that Dad livesin a commu-
nity that takesprideinfulfillingtheneeds
of its citizens both young and old. For
years mother and dad looked at various
communities that were building these
typesof retirement villages, asthey knew
someday they wouldliketomovetoone.

My family isthankful your community
built one so that he can continue to call
Norton hishome. A special thankstothe
staff at the Whispering Pinesfor all they
dofor theresidentsthere.

DebhieKootz,
Ellsworth

WRITE:

TheNorton TelegramencouragesL et-
terstotheEditor onany topicof publicin-
terest. Lettersshouldbebrief, clear andto
thepoint. They mustbesignedandcarry the
addressand phone number of theauthor.

Wedonot publishformlettersor letters
about topics which do not pertain to our

area. Thank-yous should besubmittedto
the Want Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but will be
read and edited for form and style, clarity,
lengthandlegality. Wewill not publish at-
tackson privateindividua s or businesses
whichdonot pertaintoapublicissue.
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Blazer goes outina ‘blaze of glory

hat do you do when someone
knocksonyour doortotell you
your carisonfire?

| laughed.

Granted, it was a bit hysterical, but a
laugh none-the-less. Theonly problemis
the hysterical laugh turned into abit of a
sob and then about a five-minute crying
binge.

It scared one of my friends, who came
toseeif it wasreally my Blazer that was
onfireandtoseeif | wasall right.

“Areyouokay?’ heaskedwhenhesaw
mecrying.

Gees, how embarrassing.

| was* havingamoment”, told him so,
and said | would befineinaminute. And
| was and it wasn't too much later that
jokeswereflying.

Thegoodfiremenwho showed uptoput
my car out kept asking mewheremy cam-
erawas.

Where was my cameraindeed. It was
insidemy houseactually. | wasabit shaky
at the time and didn’t feel the need to
oblige them by taking their picture yet
again. I’'m generally used to going to
wherethey are, not having them cometo
wherel am. It wasanew experienceand|
think | would prefer not to repeat it.

So, what happened.

Weeellllll, my dash was smoking
dlightly earlier that day, but it quit, so |
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thought it would be okay until the next
day, when| couldtakeitto someonewho
would know what they were looking at.
Apparently, that wasn’t going to be
needed.

It wasan electrical fire, by theway.

Next thing | know, acity fireman who
was on hisway back into to town was
banging on my door to tell mewe had a
car on fire. | went outside, saw flames,
went back insidefor someunknown rea-
son, went back outside, heard the sirens
andthen just stood therewith adumb ex-
pression on my face.

Thefiremanhad put theflamesout with
anextinguisher hehadinhiscar. Thepo-
lice pulled up, thefire department came,
andthenacity official and several neigh-
borsshowed uptoenjoy thesmoking pile
of burnt char that my car had become. It
wasareal party.

Itwasreally great whentheairbagblew
up. Therewas a semi-loud bang, sparks,

alittlemorefire, and lotsmore smoke. It
wasfabulous.

| duckedalittle, not quiteknowingwhat
was happening. | figuredit out alittle bit
later when | got my firstlook at what was
left of thefront of my car. That would be
not much.

People have been asking — “Do you
haveinsurance?’,“Isitgoodinsurance?’,
“Areyouinsured?’, “Doyouhaveinsur-
ance?’ (did | say that one already?),
“Wereyouinthecar whenit happened?’
and“ Do you haveinsurance?’

| think I’ ve gotten the insurance ques-
tionabout amilliontimesnow, but that’ s
okay. |’ msureeveryoneisjust concerned.

The next day there was a slow parade
of peopledriving by to check it out. It’s
pretty gruesomeand it still smells.

Ahwell, | suppose it sfitting that the
Blazer went out inablaze of glory. After
all, it has been through alot — creeks,
pastures, afield hereand there, aditch or
twoandahighspeed chase. Thechasewas
beforel ownedit, thankfully.

Now, all that’ sleft isto see how much
theinsurance company thinksits worth.
Or rather, how much it wasworth before
it blew up and then melted.

Andtogetanew car tohavenew adven-
turesin.

Age can be tough when pointed out

gaveyou. At 35 you havetheface
yougaveyourself. At50you have
thefaceyou deserve.

Never having been exceedingly vain|
don’'t spend alot of timein front of the
mirror. However lately | wonder — do |
really deservethis?

Weended upwithanextrafoodfreezer.
| triedrepeatedly tosell it beforemoving.
It sat on my front porch for almost three
months so | finally got on the radio and
madeapitch. Andherecamesomepeople
tolook at it.

| plugged itin when they called and it
cooled right down to afrosty 10 below
zero. Of course, after sitting onmy porch
it wasn't so clean, but quite obviously it
worked.

The fellow asked, “Why are you sell-
ingit?’

“My mother-in-law left her freezer in
the basement when she moved to town
and | don’t need two.”

He looked at me and marveled, “ She
just moved to town? She must be really
old and yet shewasstaying onthefarm.”

It took meaminute. What was he say-
ing?My mother-in-law must bereally ol d.
Why would he think that? | could only
comeupwithoneconclusion. Hethought
| wasold andthereforemy mother-in-law
would be“really” old.

Well who knows what he considers
old?But | think heisprobably only 10 or
maybe15yearsyounger than| atthemost.

Dol deservethis?

| sold the freezer so that helped sooth
my hurt feelingsalittle.

Theredlly badthingisthehubby hasthe

T hey say at 20youhavethefaceGod
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cutest littlebaby face. Heisinfact dightly
older than | but people never think so.

Andhow did| getthisgray hair and al
thesewrinkles? He hasto beresponsible
for at least half of it — therest isdueto
thekids.

Seg, | really don’t deservethisface.

Butwhenwediscusshisadventureshe
awayssays, “ Y our hair probably would
haveturned gray anyway.”

Probably?Wedon’t know that for sure
now dowe?

Onething | havealwayslovedisclothes
butwhenyouaremostly at homeitiseasy
togetinto arut about that too.

Tuesday we were getting ready to run
intotown and helooked at meand asked,
“Areyouwearing that?’

We were just going to pick up some-
thingat hisauntsand to grab somelunch.
| had put on aclean shirt and combed my
hair.

So | said, “If | haveto get started on a
whole beauty routine it’s going to take
sometime.”

And hesaid “Well, those are the pants
with the paint on the butt.”

Oh, OK, fair enough. | keepforgetting.
(Another signof old age fear.)

| grabbed a brand new pair of sweat

pants, pulled the price tag off and away
wewent.

Only oneproblem—aswewalkedinto
the store for lunch I put my hand on my
leg and realized there was a strip of tape
about 15incheslong proclaimingthesize.
Asdiscreetly aspossiblel peeled it off.

Y ou know how guys wear jeans with
the waist and inseam branded on the
waist? Not me, maybethey areguessing,
“She’'san X-tralarge.” But they aren’t
going toknow for sureif | can helpit.

Afterwegot homel foundanother price
tag. Just call meMinnie Pearl. | was sort
of proud of that because | bought those
pantsfor only $2.99. (Clearancein May
at Sears)

Agedoeshaveitsadvantages. | may be
gray and wrinkly but | havelearned how
to shop.
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