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Blue Jays shut out Thomas

By DICK BOYD
TheNorton BlueJaysrediscov-
ered their running game as they
poweredtoa21-0shutout of Tho-
mas More Prep on Friday.
Inthefirst Class3A, District 10
game of the season, the Norton
Community High football team
took advantageof their home-field
todowntheboysfromHaystothe
delight of alarge Norton crowd.
Despite beating Ellis, 34-7, the

BlueJaysrushedforjust136yards |

on 35 carries for a 3.9 yards per
carry average last week. Against
Thomas More, they amassed 260
yardson47 carriesfor ab.5yards
per carry average and scored
touchdownsin thefirst, third and
fourth quarters.

Meanwhile, the Blue Jay de-
fenders limited the Monarchs to
just 84yardsrushingon 34triesfor
a 2.5 yards per carry average and
just 19 yards on three of 13 pass-
ing attemptsandinterceptedthree
ThomasMoreagrials.

After an exchange of puntsto
start thegame, thevisitorspunted

againandL ukePfannenstiedl made |

the reception and was tackled on
the Norton 45. With the help of a
pass interference call, Norton
moved downfield. Junior tailback
Blake VanEaton got loose for 35
yardsaroundrightendtotheMon-
arch 20. Pfannenstiel went to the
air and VanEaton made aleaping
catch over his shoulder for the
Blue Jays' first touchdown with
4.37 leftinthefirst quarter.

Senior kicker William Wilhite
splittheuprightsand Nortonled 7-
0

After another exchange of
punts, ThomasMorefumbled and
NortonrecoveredontheMonarch
34 with time running out in the
first.

Norton was unable to movein
for atouchdownandtheMonarchs
took over ontheir 29. After another
exchange of punts, the Blue Jay
defense stopped the Monarchs
againandthey wentinto punt for-
mation. This time the Monarch
punter saw an opening and ranfor
afirst down onthe Norton 34.

Thomas More took advantage
of the momentum and moved
downfield. They appeared to be
ready to scorewhen they reached
the Norton four but quarterback
Scott Stamel tried to pass, theball
wasbatted upintheair andNorton
linebacker LanceRoeintercepted.

After VanEaton gained 11 on

Norton

By DICK BOYD

Touchdowns in the first, third
and fourth quarter powered the
NortonBlueJaystoa21-0shut out
of Thomas More Prep of Hayson
Friday.

First quarter

Norton’s William Wilhite
kicked off to start the game. Scott
Stamel returnedthekick butfell on
theturf tryingtomakeacut andthe
Monarchs started their first pos-
session on their 23-yard-line.

Running back Rick Staplescar-
ried the ball on first down and
gained one yard before Norton
linebacker LanceRoetackledhim.
Stamel was the quarterback. On
second down, afumble occurred
on the exchange from the center
but the Monarchs recovered. Af-
ter an incomplete pass, they
punted.

Luke Pfannenstiel returned the
punt. A holding penalty cost
Norton10yardsandtheBlueJays
started on their 38. Two
Pfannenstiel keepersnetted noth-
ing. On third down, he passed to
wide receiver Nathan
Broeckelman for a seven yard
gain. Chris Davis punted and the
ball went out of bounds on the
Monarch 36.

After an incomplete pass by
Stamel, hewassackedfor aseven-
yard loss by defensive back
Broeckelman, linebacker Davis
and defensive back Pfannenstiel.
After another incomplete pass,
Thomas More punted again.

Pfannenstiel received the punt
andwastackled ontheNorton45.
Pfannenstiel gained nothing and
tailback Blake VanEaton also
gained noyardage. Onthirddown,
Thomas More was penalized for
passinterferenceand theball was
moved to the Monarch 40.
Pfannenstiel was sacked back on
the Norton 45 but VanEaton got
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Norton junior tailback Blake VanEaton makes a cut en
route to a 35 yard gain during the Blue Jays’ 21-0 dis-
trict win over Thomas More Prep here Friday night.
VanEaton ran for one touchdown and caught a pass from

three rushes, a Pfannenstiel pass
wasintercepted ontheBlueJay 45.
It wasthree-and-out for the Mon-
archs, however, andtheir punt was
downed on the Norton six. With
VanEaton and fullback Chris
Davis carrying the ball, Norton
moved to mid-field. With time
running out in the first half,
Pfannenstiel wenttotheairandhis
pass was intercepted. The teams
went to the locker rooms with
Norton leading 7-0.

Sophomore Logan Kats re-
placed Pfannenstiel at quarterback
for Norton in thefirst series after
thehalf. Nortonreturned thekick-
off to the Norton 41 and moved
downfield to score. Kats ran the
final 22 on akeeper around right
end. Wilhitekickedtheextrapoint
andNorton’slead wasextendedto
14-0with 9:56 till Ieftinthethird
period.

It was three-and-out for the
Monarchs again and they punted
to the Norton 38. The Blue Jays

football

loosearoundright end andgained
35yardsto the ThomasMore 20.

After Pfannenstiel lost two
yards, hepassedtoVanEatoninthe
end zone and he made a leaping
catch over his shoulder for the
Blue Jays first touchdown of the
game. Wilhite kicked the extra
pointand Nortonled 7-Owith 4:37
leftinthefirst quarter.

Stamel returned Wil hite’skick-
off but thistime hedid not slip on
theturf. Hewasupended onthe20
by abone-jarringtackleby Norton
defensiveend Matt Engel. Staples
gained 15yardsfor afirstdownon
the 35 but VanEaton dropped
Stamel for afiveyardloss. Staples
gained seven yards before defen-
sivetackleAustin Brookstackled
him. Stamel ran akeeper tothe41
but it was not enough for afirst
down. Thomas More punted and
Broeckelmanreturnedtheball six
yardsto the Norton 37.

VanEaton made four yards but
fullback Davisgained just onein
two tries and Davis punted.
Staples made afair catch on the
Monarch28. Stamel tried akeeper
on first down but fumbled and
Nortonrecovered onthe 34. After
afalsestart cost Nortonfiveyards,
Pfannenstiel ran four yardsto the
35 asthefirst quarter ended with
the Blue Jaysleading 7-0.

Second quarter

Pfannenstiel was sacked for a
five-yard loss. A flat pass to
VanEaton carried to the 29. A
fourth down passwasincomplete
and Thomas More took over.
TravisBudkegot hisfirst carry for
theMonarchsandwasdropped by
Davisfor atwo yard loss. But, a
facemask penalty against Norton
put theball onthe 35. After anin-
complete pass, Staples was tack-
led for a five yard loss by
Broeckelman. After another in-
complete aerial, Thomas More

drovedownfield buttheMonarch
defense stiffened and they took
over on their own 17. After mak-
ing onefirst down, ThomasMore
faced a fourth and one situation
and a Norton defender jumped
acrossthelineto givethem asec-
ondfirst-and-10ontheNorton43.
The third quarter ended with the
Monarchs on the Norton 35.

Onthesecond play of thefourth,
Thomas More fumbled and
Nortonrecovered onthe Blue Jay
41. With VanEaton carrying,
Nortonearnedtwofirst downsbut
could not get another and
Pfannenstiel quick kicked out of
boundsontheMonarchfive-yard-
line.

The Monarchs gained one in
three tries against the Blue Jay
defense and punted. Pfannenstiel
returned the ball to the Monarch
33. With VanEaton, Davis and
Pfannenstiel eating up yardage,
Norton moved downfield for the
Jays' third touchdown. VanEaton

senior quarterback Luke Pfannenstiel for another. Senior
fullback Lance Roe is N0.42 for Norton. Rick Staples is
No.10 on defense for the Monarchs.

powered into the end zone from
nineyardsout. Wilhitewasperfect
again on the extra point kick and
the Blue Jays led 21-0 with 6:12
remaining inthe game.

After Wilhite's kickoff, Todd
Bolt intercepted a Monarch pass
on the Norton 42. A long gain by
VanEaton was wiped out by a
holding penalty, thena53-yardrun
by VanEaton for an apparent
touchdown cameback onablock-
ingintheback penalty andNorton
punted to the Monarch 15.

TheNorton defense pushed the
Monarchs back to their three-
yard-lineand they punted again.

The Norton junior varsity ran
two playsand thegamewasover.

“Defensively, we played well
again,” said Coach Bruce Graber.
“Our passcoveragewasexcel lent
again and we took away their
quick pitchand diveoptionplays.

“Offensively, we didn’t block
well thefirst half. Luke was hav-
ing trouble with the option, so |

team powers to

punted.

Broeckelmanfell ontheball on
theNorton 36. After anincompl ete
pass, no gain on the keeper by
Pfannenstiel and another missed
aerial, Davis punted.

Staplescalledfor afair catchon
the30. Nortonlostfiveyardsonan
offsides penalty. After an incom-
plete pass,
Stamel ran
the keeper
but Broec-
kelman and
Davis put
him on the
turf foratwo
yard loss.
Staples gained yardage
to the 39 and it was fourth
down. The Monarchs went into
punt formation with Chase
Schippers back to punt. It turned
out to be afake and the Blue Jay
defense was caught off guard.
Schippersran for afirst down on
theNorton 34 where Pfannenstiel
madethetackle.

After an incomplete pass,
Norton was offsidesand lost five
yards. Davvid Stanley and An-
drew Ables combined to tackle
Staplesfor nogain. Stamel passed
competeto Schippersand hewas
run out of bounds on the Norton
11. Stamel ran a sneak to the 8
where Roe made the tackle.
Stamel pitched to Staples and he
ran around left end to the 4 where
Pfannenstiel made the tackle.
Stapleslost oneyard as Roetack-
led him.

Next, a Stamel passwas batted
up in the air and Roe intercepted
on the Norton nine. VanEaton
gained six yards on two carries,
thenearned afirst downonthe20.
Thenext play saw Schippersinter-
cept aNorton passontheBlueJay
45, Budkegainedfiveyardsbefore
HeathVincent tackled him. Budke

wasdroppedfor atwoyardlosshy
VanEaton. A passwasincomplete
and Thomas More punted. The
ball wasdowned onthe Norton 6.

VanEatonbrokeseveral tackles
asheran20yardsfor afirst down.
After an incomplete pass, Davis
ranfor nineyardstothe 35. Next,
heran 15 moreyardstomid-field.
With time
running out
in the first
half, Pfan-

nenstiel
went to the
air. Schip-
pers inter-
cepted the pass
and returned it to the
Monarch 38. Thomas More
did not get aplay off beforeinter-
missionandthetwoteamswentto
thelocker roomwithNortonlead-
ing by just 7-0.

Third quarter

Thomas More kicked off to
Norton to start the second half.
Davisreturned the ball 11 to the
41. Sophomore Logan Kats re-
placed Pfannenstiel at quarterback
for the first series. VanEaton ran
for eighttothe49, then Katsrana
keeper to the Monarch 33.
VanEaton ran over theleft side of
thelinefor fiveyards, thentook a
pitchfor two moreyards. Anille-
gal substitution penalty cost
Norton five yards. Roe ran from
thefullback spot and earned afirst
down on the 22. Kats ran the
keeper aroundright end, followed
his blocking and ran untouched
intotheend zonefor Norton’ssec-
ond touchdown. Wilhite split the
uprightsand Nortonled 14-Owith
9:56 still remaining in the third
period.

Thomas More was offsides on
the kickoff and moved back five
yards. Staples returned Wilhite's
kickoff tothe 19. Davvid Stanley

— Telegram photo by Dick Boyd

madethedecisiontoput Loganin
onthelast seriesof thefirst half. |
wanted Luketo watch and get re-
laxed. Itdidn’twork outthensowe
put himinto start thesecond half.

“Qur offensive linemen started
getting ontheir blocksand L ogan
did a super job. Luke handled it
extremely well. He went back in
andwas cool, calm and more col -
lected. That’ stheway achampion
responds. I’ mproud of theway he
came back in the second half. He
wasL ogan’shiggest supporter on
thesidelines.

“Qur offensive linemen were
challenged at halftime. We went
out andturned thetide. Webowed
our necks. That last touchdown,
weran insidetacklesand chewed
upyardage. Wekept poundingthe
ball at them. We needed that con-
fidence that we could control the
ball. Wewereabletorunitinside
thetacklesandthat’saconfidence
builder.

“It's to the credit of our young

menthat they madethemental and
physical changes in the second
half. We were like another group
inthesecond half. Wewent out to
dominatethe game.

“You haveto play every Friday
on both sides of the ball like you
are playing for astate champion-
ship because right now we are.
WEe'll see in practice this week
how muchwelearned. If welearn
fromthis, we'll beabetter team.”

VanEaton was leading rusher
for Norton with 154 yards on 20
carriesfor a 7.7 yards per carry
average. Other ball carriers were
Davis, 6for 34; Pfannenstiel 9for
7; Kats, 3 for 33; Roe, 4 for 16;
Bolt, 3for 21; Brad Nuzum, 2 for
0.

VanEaton caught 2 passesfor 33
yards and Broeckelman caught 1
for 6. Pfannenstiel had 2 punt re-
turns for 26 vyards and
Broeckelman had 1 for 6. Davis
had 1 kickoff returnfor 11 yards.

Davispuntedfourtimesfora29
yard average. Pfannenstiel had 1
for 35. Wilhite kicked off 4 times
for a47yard average.

Pfannenstiel completed 3 of 11
passesfor 39yards. KatswasOfor
2 and BroeckelmanwasOfor 1in
passing.

Staples was leading rusher for
ThomasMorewith45yardson17
carries.

Lance Roe wasleading tackler
for Nortonwith 7 solos, 3 assists,
10total, followed by ChrisDavis,
7 solos, 1 assist, 8 total; Nathan
Broeckelman, 6 solos, 1 assist, 7
total; Austin Brooks, 4 solos, 3
assists, 7 total; Matt Engel, Blake
VanEaton, 4 solos each; Luke
Pfannenstiel, 3 solos, 1 assist, 4
total; Jared Cox, Heath Vincent, 1
solo, 2 assists, 3 total each; An-
drew Ables, 3 assists; Clay Mad-
den, 3 solos; Todd Bolt, 2 solos;
Davvid Stanley, 1 solo, 1 assist, 2
total.

Nortonwill travel to Russell this
Friday foritsseconddistrict game
with kickoff at 7 p.m..

GAME STATISTICS

Norton Thomas More Prep
16 First Downs 6
47-260 YardsRushing 34-84
39 YardsPassing 19
299 Total Yards 103
3-14-2 PassesCompl. 3-13-3
0-2 FumblesLost 2-3
10-65 Penalties 2-23
5-30.4 Punts 8-34.5

Irst district win

tackled Staplesfor nogainonfirst
down. Staples ran for three but a
passwasincompleteandtheMon-
archspunted. Theball rolled dead
ontheNorton 38.

Davisgot three, then VanEaton
ran to the Monarch 43 for afirst
down. Roegainedthree, thenTodd
Boltrantothe24for another Blue
Jay first down. After an incom-
plete pass, Bolt gained fiveyards
and Roe two. A pass fell incom-
pleteand ThomasM oretook over
thepigskinontheir 17.

Stamel gained six yards before
Roe tackled him. Staples gained
two more before Davis made the
stop. Budkeranfor afirstdownon
the 29. Staples gained three yards
and Roe again made the tackle.
Staplesran for four yards, aquar-
terback sneak nettedtwoanditwas
fourth and one for the Monarchs.
They lined up asif they planned to
run the ball but aNorton defender
becameanxiousandjumpedacross
the line. The five-yard penalty
against NortongavetheMonarchs
afirst down ontheir 43.

Budketried the Norton line but
Roe tackled him for no gain.
Stamel pitched to Staples and he
ran for eight yards before Roe
tackled him. The third quarter
ended on that play with the Blue
Jaysahead 14-0.

Fourth quarter

Nortonwaspendizedfiveyards
for encroachment. The next play,
ThomasM orefumbledandNorton
recovered on the Blue Jay 41. Af-
ter an incomplete pass, VanEaton
ran for 10 and afirst down on the
Monarch 49. The next down,
VanEatonleggedthepigskintothe
37 for another first down.

The Norton drive stopped here,
however, as VanEaton lost two
yards, two passes fell incomplete
and Pfannenstiel quick kicked. The
ball rolled out of bounds on the

Monarch5-yard-line. Stamel com-
pletedafive-yardpasstoend Tucker
Mall and Roe made the tackle.
Stapleswas stopped for no gain by
Heath Vincent and ChrisDavis. It
didn’t get any better for the Mon-
archsasAndrew Ablesand Austin
Brookssacked Stamel onthesix.

Thomas More punted anc
Pfannenstiel returned the ball to
theMonarch33.Itdidn'ttakelong
for the Blue Jaysto enter the end
zonefor thethird timeinthe con-
test. VanEaton gained three and
Pfannenstiel two yards. Then,
Davis plowed ahead for afirst
down on the 20. Pfannenstiel ran
a keeper to the nine for another
Blue Jay first-and-10. Next,
VanEaton ran over theleft side of
the line and carried tacklers with
himashepoweredinfor thetouch-
down. Wilhite'skick madeit 21-C
with 6:12 |eft inthe game.

Staplesreturned Wil hite' skick-
off tothe40. Onfirstdown, Stamel
passed and Boltinterceptedfor the
JaysontheNorton42.Alonggain
by VanEaton was wiped out by &
holding penalty and the ball went
back to the 33. VanEaton got the
yardageback and then someashe
ran for afirst down onthe Norton
47. The next down, VanEaton
went 53 yards for an apparent
touchdown but it was called back
onablockingintheback penalty.
Roe gained two yards and Bolt
nothing and Norton punted.

Theball rolleddead ontheMon-
arch 15. Thomas More tried ¢
guarterback sneak tonoavail, then
anintentional grounding of apass
putthemback ontheir 3-yard-line.
A flat passto Staples netted noth-
ingandthey punted. Theball went
out of boundsontheir 38.

The Norton junior varsity ran
two playsand the Blue Jays put &
21-0 district win over Thomas
Moreinto the record books.



