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Many mouths dropped a foot when President George Bush

nominated his friend and White
be a Supreme Court justice.
His nomination of Meirs to rep

House counsel Harriet Meirs to

lace retiring judge Sandra Day

O’Connor does preserve the gender balance on the court, but
without any judicial background Meirs may be the first outsider
to be nominated to the highest court of the land.

Meirs is a corporate lawyer, an

d alongtime loyal friend of Bush,

which makes many conservatives feel she will decide cases along
the same ideological lines as President Bush would, supposing he

could appoint himself to the hig

h court.

Her unknown quantity with no judicial background gives rise to

wild speculation about how she
many groups are nervous becau

will address complex cases, and
se of that uncertainty.

We have no illusions that Meirs is anything but a person with

true conservative leanings. That
is that she would be the first just

isa given, but what is interesting
ice who would not have a lot of

legal baggage tied up in previous rulings from the bench.

To many, there is a sense the legal system is a bit inbred, with
the assumption that anyone who is a judge must first be a lawyer.
Having a fresh look at the judicial decisions by someone who has
not made hundreds before could be a good thing both for the

court and for the entire system.

Meirs is being touted by the Focus on the Family people as the
kind of justice who would rule against abortion, and they are
happy with that idea. No one has heard from the lady herself
about her views on the issue, and after the recent confirmation of

Chief Justice John Roberts witho
little expectation we will learn a
before the Senate.

ut getting many answers, there is
lot during her confirmation

Unless something of a big bomb appears before the hearings,
there is every likelihood she will be the new woman on the Su-

preme Court.

No matter how it goes, there is little doubt the conservatives
feel they have been somewhat betrayed because Bush has not
nominated someone who they can brand with their litmus test on

abortion rights.
The position of associate justic

e is a tough responsibility, and

one that takes as much common sense as it takes legal under-
standing of the intent of the Constitution and the Founding

Fathers.
We will watch as the interest g

roups pull at Meirs to try to tie her

to a specific position, especially on abortion. What we want is to

know if she has the ability to use

her legal training and experi-

ences plus common sense in forming decisions on the many cases

that reach the highest court.
The court has been under fire,

and Meirs will be a new breath of

air in the middle of the musty air of the judicial club of judges.

— Tom Betz
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Ah, to be treated like a queen...

perience. Until thisweekend, | never
knew what it felt like to be royalty.
Now, | do.

Good minister friends of ours invited
Jimto cometo Syracuseto present adis-
cussion of the Restoration movement in
thiscountry. He spoke Sunday morning,
Sunday night, andwill speak again Mon-
day and Tuesday nights. I’'malong ashis
support team.

If ever acongregationfilledthedescrip-
tionof hospitable, itistheFirst Christian
Churchof Syracuse. Fromthemomentwe
arrived in town, we were made to feel
welcome. The couple hosting usin their
homehavegivenattentiontoevery detail
to make us comfortable. We have com-
pleteprivacy intheir upstairs, withourown
bath and abeautifully appointed room.

Arleneisaquilter and her homereflects
her warm heart aswell asher handiwork.
Her husband, Bob, is a self-described
“gearhead.” They work together in his

Ji mand | arehaving atotally new ex-

Out Back

Carolyn Plotts

auto repair business. Jim drooled as he
toured Bob' sstate-of -the-art garage.

Our every need has been anticipated
andfamilieshavesigneduptohaveusfor
lunch and dinner every day of our stay.
Some are meeting us for lunch at the
church, others are taking us out to
eat. Therearesomegreat M exicanrestau-
rants and | understand we will be sam-
plingacouple.

It is very humbling for us. We know
we're just common, everyday folk. But,
forright now, inthisplace, Jimistheout-
of-town expert

Our 6-year-oldgranddaughter, Taylor,
called theother morning. Shesounded so
grown up, | didn’t recognize her voice.

“Grandma, guess what? | scored two
goalsthismorning.”

Taylor plays in a soccer league but
doesn’t let thefact that sheisthe shortest
ontheteam slow her down. “

Y eah,” shesaid,“ scored half thepoints
on our team, and wewon.”

—ob—

It'shardto believe Taylor will soon be
7. All our grandkids are getting older.
Alexandriaisalmost 11, Chantelleis 12
and Angeliais15.

Where is the time going? We used to
look way aheadtotheday Jimwould“re-
tire.” That day is coming in March and
now itdoesn’t seemsofar away. Weknow
he will never entirely quit working, but
maybe he can slow down and do some of
thethings he’ sbeen putting off.

Our problem s, we'll never live long
enough to get themall done.

Good helpisn't hard to find here

ur recent move has enlightened

meastothemeaning of customer

serviceandprideinone’ sprofes-
sion.

Frequently thejobsneeding completed
during amove arethose which one calls
uponvery infrequently. Movers, roofers,
woodcrafters are not people you turn to
daily for assistance.

Although! knew Ed Lawrence, and his
reputation for fine craftsmanship, | had
never called upon him. So, when| turned
to him for help during this small remod-
eling job, | was relying on others’ opin-
ions.

Intoday’ sworld of fast food and quick
solutions, | wasunsureastotheability to
havefinecraftsmanshipinatimely fash-
ion. | needn’t haveworried.

Theloveof one sprofessionand pride
in one's accomplishmentsis critical to
woodcrafters and Ed and his co-worker,
Gary Erlenbusch, definitely reflect this.

If youwonder about the difference be-
tween awoodworker and awoodcrafter,
come to my home. It is the finishing
touches, the fine tuning of their craft
which placeshim not in thefield of con-
struction, but of craftsmen.

Customer serviceisgreatly desired at
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all times: whenyou arelivingin chaosit
iscritical. Every delay and distractionis
emotional and mind boggling.
Whenfacedwithneedingtofind some-
onetoreplaceour roof, GregOverlease' s
namekept surfacing asthepersontocall.
| calledonWednesday andwithin 10days
he had examined our roof, given me an
estimate, shown me the available
shingles, removed the old ones and re-
placedthemwith new ones. All thewhile
cleaning up each evening and at the end
of the job you would never know he had
been here unless you looked at the roof.
Heworkedlonghoursasdid hisworkers.
| only know the name of one of our
movers, but | want to mention him ashe
wasone of theroofersalso.
Weoftenhear how young peopledon’t
know how to work anymore. Well, | can
attest to the staminaof oneyoungmanin

our community. John Sanders carried
boxes and furniture from one house tc
another for us. We weren't greatly pre-
pared for thismoveand so it added great
strain onthemovers, but herallied to the
need. Hewaspl easant to havearound anc
worked diligently bothmoving usand on
our roof.

Customer service, dedication to one's
profession were pricelessto us, but even
more than that is the dedication and de-
votion of friends.

We appreciate the meals, the goodies
and the extrapairs of hands, but without
one extra pair, this move would never
have happened.

Our former next door neighbor, Deb
Terrell, packed dishes, carried boxes,
gaveinstructionstomoversand did what-
ever needed doing. Thank you, Deb.

We have moved many timesin our 40
years of marriage. We' ve moved cross
country and next door and each time we
learn something about ourselves, our
neighborhood and our community.

What we' velearned from thismoveis
owning abusiness and taking pridein it
are two different things, but without the
pride, the ownership will be short-lived.

ERTO THEEDITOR:

The Eagles support America and the Pledge of Allegiance

TotheEditor:

On behalf of the Fraternal Order of
Eagles 1.1 millionmembers, I’ m speak-
ing out agai nst athei st Michael Newdow’ s
challengeto our nation’ sPledge of Alle-
gianceand amencouragingall Americans
to stand together on thisissue.

Newdow seeks to exclude the words
“under God” from the Pledge of Alle-
giance, despitetheU.S. SupremeCourt’s
numerous rulings that such an official
acknowledgment of our nation’ sreligious
heritage, foundation and character iscon-
stitutional.

The Pledge should be left asit wasin-
tended, asan honor to our flag and coun-

try. For morethan 60 yearsthe Fraternal
Order of Eagleshasdonated hundreds of
Ten Commandment monumentsto com-
munitiesacrossthe U.S., each dedicated
with the Pledge of Allegiance. The Su-
preme Court recently overturned alower
court’ sruling, whichwould haveprohib-
ited thedisplay of one of themonuments
attheTexasState Capitol. Thisrulingwas
avictory for common senseand theprin-
ciplesand ideals upon which the United
Statesof American and the Fraternal Or-
der of Eagleswerefounded. Weanticipate
asimilar decision concerning the Pledge
of Allegiancewiththehelp of the Ameri-
canpeople.

There' san old saying that if you don’t
stand for something, you'll fall for any-
thing. The Fraternal Order of Eaglesis
standing up for our Pledge of Allegiance
andweask that like-minded citizensjoin
usin standing together for America.

To sign apetition to stand up for the
Pledge, go to www.FOE.com.
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