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Blue Jays to take on Monarchs
In district action tonight

By DICK BOYD

The 4-2 Norton Community
High School football Blue Jays
will play the 1-5 Thomas More
Prep MonarchsfromHaysindis-
trict competition tonight with
Kickoff at 7 p.m. at TravisField.

“ThomasMorehaswonjust one
game but don't et that fool you,”
Norton Coach Bruce Graber told
the Blue Jay Booster Club on
Wednesday evening.

“They play in atough league
with Class 4A teams. Both Pratt
and UlysseshaveDivision| play-
ers. They arebetter thanwhat their
record shows and we'll have to
play well to beat them.

“In our win over Ellis last Fri-
day, we played well defensively
but we made alot of mistakes on
offense. We had trouble blocking
the Ellis players. Hopefully, we
have corrected our mistakes dur-
ing practicethisweek.

“We are healthy so everyone
will suit up to play.”

Coach Graber said Thomas
Morelikesto featurethreediffer-
ent types of plays offensively.
“They likethequick pitch, tofake
thequick pitchandruninsideorto
passoff thesameaction,” hesaid.

The Monarch offenseis led by
senior halfback Rick Staples, who
rushed for 492 yards and a five-
yardsper carry averagel ast season.

AgainsttheMonarchs, theBlue
Jays will try to maintain their
stingy defense which isallowing
an average of just 12 first downs
per game by opponents. In last
Friday’'s 34-7 Mid-Continent
Leaguewinover Ellis, theNorton
defense allowed the Railroaders
an average of just 2.7 yards per
carry andlimited theEllispassing
offense to 13 of 38 for just a 34

Norton junior defensive back Nathan Broeckelman makes an outstanding open field
tackle of Ellis’ Andrew Casey during the Blue Jays’ 34-7 win over the Railroaders.
Broeckelman is third leading tackler for Norton this season. — Telegram photo by Dick Boyd

percent completionrateandinter-
cepted four Railroader passes.

Senior linebacker Lance Roe
continuesto lead the Blue Jay de-
fense. Hehas46tackles, followed
by junior linebacker Blake
VanEaton with 44, junior defen-
sive back Nathan Broeckelman
with40and senior linebacker An-
drew Ableswith 32.

VanEaton playstailback on of-
fensewhereheleadstheBlueJays

in all-purpose yardage. He has
rushed for 372 yardsand a 5.9
yards per carry average, caught
seven passes for 112 yards and a
16 yards per catch average and
returned 6 puntsfor 180yardsand
a 30 yards per return average for
111 yards per game average. He
also leads Norton in scoring with
48 points on eight touchdowns.
Senior quarterback Luke
Pfannenstiel has been very accu-

rate with his passes. He has com-
pleted 33 of 64 attemptsfor a52
percent completion average and
494 yards. He is averaging 15
yards per completion and has
passed for five touchdowns and
run for four.

Seniorwidereceiver Clay Mad-
denis leading pass receiver for
Norton. He has caught 10 passes
for 154 yards and three touch-
downs.

Junior varsity loses
13-12 to Phillipsburg

By DICK BOYD

The Norton Community High
School junior varsity football
team compl eted an outstanding 5-
1 seasononMonday eveningwith
a hard-fought 13-12 loss at
Phillipsburg.

“Once again, our young men
came out and played great foot-
ball,” said NortonAssistant Coach
LucasMelvin.

“Wejust made acouple of mis-
takes. Onewasablock intheback
that took a touchdown off the
board.

“1 am so proud of our athletes.
They did atremendous job this
year and they have nothing to be
ashamed of .

“1 know they will continue to
work hard to help the varsity and
many of them will get sometime
onthefieldin the rest of our var-
sity games.”

Theball gamestartedwith Brad
Nuzumreturningthekickoff tothe
Norton 33-yard-line. Norton was
unable to move the ball and
punted. Norton's defense was
equally effectiveandtheBlueJays
took over theball after stopping a
Panther receiver on afourth and
short. Thevery next play, tailback
Todd Bolt dashed for aquick two
yards. After another run was shut
down, the Jayswent to theair and
guarterback Logan Kats con-
nected with Bolt downfield for a
first down.

Severa playslater, Katsfound
the end zone on an option keeper.
The Jays were stopped short on a
two-point conversion try and led
6-0.

On the Panthers’ third play of
their next offensive series, defen-
sivetacklePerell Stanley shut the
runner down in the backfield.
Then, the Phillipsburg quarter-
back gotlooseonalongrundown
to the 15-yard-line. The Panthers
rushedfor atouchdownonthenext

Blue Jays defeat Ellis In Homecoming game

By DICK BOYD

Norton cul minated Homecom-
ing week on Friday with a 34-7
victory over the Ellis Railroaders

First quarter

Elliskicked off to start the game
and Blake VanEaton returned the
ball to the 27-yard-line. Tailback
VanEaton gained 10 yardsin two
carries for afirst down on the 37.
Quarterback LukePfannendtiel car-
ried theball three straight timesfor
eightyardsand ChrisDavispunted.
Theball rolled dead ontheEllis20.

Ellis quarterback Cole Erbert
passed on first down but the
Norton defense was equal to the
occasion and it was incompl ete.
Onseconddown, Ellisrantheball
but BlueJay defenderssurrounded
the ball carrier and Norton line-
backer Lance Roe came out with
the ball and sprinted into the end
zonefor Norton'sfirst touchdown.
William Wilhite kicked the extra
point and the Blue Jays led the
stunned Railroaders7-Owith 8:44
still remaininginthefirst quarter.

Elevensecondslater andthevisi-
torswereevenmorestunnedtosee
the Blue Jaysback intheend zone.
On Wilhite's kickoff, Andrew
Casey inadvertently put his knee
downontheturf whilereceivingthe
ball and hewasruled down on the
8-yard-line. Ellisfumbled on first
down and Pfannenstiel camein
fromhisdefensiveback positionto
recover ontheb.

Onfirstdown, VanEatongotthe
call and blasted around right end
for another Norton touchdown.
Wilhite split the uprightswith his
kick and suddenly the Blue Jays
were ontop 14-0with 8:33 leftin
thefirst quarter.

Thistime, Wilhite skickoff was
not as long as normal and Justin
Gnad returned the ball to the Ellis
40. After one incomplete pass,
Daren Haas was tackled by line-
backer Davis for no gain. Erbert
passedto JustinLaBargefor afirst
downontheNorton45. Haaslosta
yard, then gained threebefore Roe
and VanEaton tackled him. A third
down passwasbrokenupby defen-
siveback Clay Madden. Elliswent
totheair againonfourthdownand
defensive  back Nathan
Broeckelmaninterceptedtheaeria
and returned it to the Norton 30.

Onfirstdown, VanEaton got the
call again, found nothing in the
middleand bounced outside, broke
intotheopenand sprinted 70yards

for another Norton touchdown.
Wilhite's kick made it 21-0 with
5:37 till 1eft inthefirst stanza.

Haasreturned Wilhite skickoff to
the31wherehewassmotheredby a
host of Norton players. Erbertrana
keeper and a face mask penalty
against Nortonmovedtheball tothe
Norton 41. After three straight in-
complete passes, Erbert went back
totheair on fourth down and com-
pletedapassto Casey ontheNorton
18. VanEaton came charging in to
sack Erbertback onthe26. Haasran
up the middle to the 15 where
VanEaton made the tackle again.
The next down, Ellisfumbled and
Roerecovered onthe 17!

Davis plunged for three yards,
then VanEaton got loose over left
tackle for afirst down on the
Norton 43. Pfannenstiel’s pass
was incomplete, VanEaton |ost
fouryardsand Pfannenstiel gained
two. Davis punted and the ball
rolled dead on the 21.

An Erbert passwasincompl ete,
Haasgainedfour yardsbeforeRoe
tackled him. Another passwasin-
complete and Ellis punted.
Broeckelman received the punt
and wastackled on the Norton 5-
yardlineasthefirst quarter ended
with the Blue Jaysleading 21-0.

Second quarter

VanEatonlosttwoyardsontwo
carriesand apasswasincompl ete.
Davispuntedto Casey andAustin
BrookstackledhimontheNorton
39. After anincompl etepass, Haas
gainedayardasRoeand defensive
back Todd Bolt tackled him. An-
other Erbert passfell incomplete.
Onfourthand nine, Erbert passed
again and this time Pfannenstiel
intercepted andreturnedtheball to
the Ellis48!

Pfannenstiel ran for six yards,
then Davis plowed up the middle
for afirst down on the Railroader
33. Davisran for two moreyards,
thenVanEatonrantothe20for an-
other apparent first down. Anille-
ga block penalty brought the ball
back to the 35, however, and a
Pfannenstiel passfell incomplete.
Pfannenstiel gained 10 yardson a
keeper but he was sacked the next
play on the 30 and Ellistook over
possession of the pigskin.

Haas gained five yards before
VanEaton tackled him, then Roe
droppedHaasfor nogain. Onthird
down, Erbert went back to pass
and was buried on the 19 by Roe,
Brooksand Davvid Stanley. Ellis

punted and theball rolled dead on
the Ellis43.

Onfirst down, Norton fumbled
and Ellisrecovered ontheir 47. A
flat pass was good for six yards
before Davis and Broeckelman
made the tackle. After an incom-
plete pass, Erbert connected with
LaBarge for afirst down on the
Norton 35. Haas gained 10 yards
in two rushes, then Erbert sur-
prisedtheNortondefenseasheran
out of theshotgunand wasfinally
dragged down on the Norton 1.
Haas ran over right tackle for an
Ellis touchdown. Eric Gaschler
kicked the extra point and
Norton’slead had been cut to 21-
7 with 2:02leftin thefirst half.

VanEaton returned the kickoff
to the 35. A passfell incomplete,
then Pfannenstiel ran for two
yards. VanEaton lost three yards
and Davis punted. Casey made a
fair catchonthe 33. Illegal proce-
dureandblockingintheback pen-
atiesmoved Ellisback totheir 16.
A passto Casey was good on the
30, thenErbertranfor afirstdown
ontheNorton 45. Roeblitzed and
Erbert threw incomplete. Chase
King replaced Erbert at quarter-
back and Matt Engel cameinfrom
hisdefensiveend positionto sack
him for a 10 yard loss. After an
incompl ete pass, it was halftime
with the Blue Jaysleading 21-7.

Third quarter

Wilhite had another short kick-
off to start the second half and
Brett Mickelson returned the ball
tothe 32. Haasgained threeyards
and Eric Gaschler twomorebefore
Heath Vincent tackled him. Haas
ranfor afirstdownonthe46where
VanEaton made the tackle.
Gaschler gained four yards. After
aoneyard gain, Erbert tried a
screen pass to Gaschler but Roe
aertly tackled him short of afirst
down. Ellis punted and the ball
rolled dead on the Norton 12.

VanEaton lost two yards and
Davisplungedfor one. Aflat pass
toBroeckelmancarriedonly tothe
17 and Davis punted.

Casey made afair catch on the
Ellis48. On first down, the Rail-
roaders fumbled and Norton re-
covered on the Norton 48.
Pfannenstiel passed to
Broeckelman and he carried the
ball tothe 19. After VanEatonlost
twoyards, Davisplungedforfive.
A pass was incomplete and a
Wilhitefieldgoal try wasnogood.

Ellistook over ontheir 20.

After Haas gained nothing,
Erbertwenttotheair againandthis
timePfannenstiel intercepted and
ran 40 yards for a Norton touch-
down! Wilhite's extra point kick
wasnogood andtheBlueJaysled
27-7with 5:11 | eft.

Haasreturned Wil hite’ skickoff
to the 39. Illegal motion cost the
Railroadersfiveyards, thenDavis
tackled Erbert for no gain. Ellis
waspenalizedback tothe25for an
illegal block. A flat passto Haas
lost five yards as VanEaton came
uptomakethetackle. Haasgained
nothing but a face mask penalty
against Norton moved the ball to
the 23. After an incomplete pass,
Ellis punted.

Pfannenstiel returnedtheball to
the 35 but offsetting penalties
madeEllispunt again. There-punt
turned out in Norton’s favor.
Brookspressured the Ellis punter
andthekick carriedjusttotheEllis
26. After an incomplete pass,
Pfannenstiel ran the keeper to the
20. Pfannenstiel threw aflat pass
to Davis and he avoided several
tacklers as he ran to the 15 for a
firstdown. A passfell incomplete,
Norton lost five yards for illegal
procedure and Pfannenstiel lost
two yardson akeeper asthethird
quarter ended with the score 27-7
infavor of the Jays.

Fourth quarter

After an incomplete
Pfannenstiel pass, Ellistook over
the ball. Haas gained yardage on
two carries and aface mask pen-
alty against Nortonmovedtheball
to the 21. Two incomplete passes
later, Madden intercepted an
Erbert passandreturnedtheball to
the23. Pfannenstiel lost twoyards
on first down but, the next down,
he spotted Broeckelman behind
the Ellis secondary and hit him
with a 25-yard touchdown pass!
Wilhite split the uprights and the
BlueJay advantagewasextended
to 34-7 with 9:51 | eft.

Haasreturned Wil hite' skickoff
past midfield but the Railroaders
were penalized back to the 28.
Haas lost one yard as VanEaton
madethetackle. A passfell incom-
plete, then Vincent tackled
Gaschler for nogain. Ellispunted
and Pfannenstiel returned theball
totheEllis37.

Logan Kats replaced
Pfannenstiel at quarterback.
VanEaton lost three yards and

Davis lost six more. VanEaton
gained nothing and Davispunted.
Theball rolleddead ontheEllis19.

Erbert passedfor afirstdownon
the 30. A flat passto Haas gained
four yards, then LaBarge gained
nothing. Erbert was sacked by
Jared Cox onthe 25. Ellisfaked a
puntand Erbert passedtoL aBarge
for afirst downontheEllis43. A
passto Gaschler gainedtwoyards,
then Erbert connected with
LaBargeontheNorton 44. A pass
toHaascarriedtothe33and Erbert
ranthekeeper for fiveyards. Three
straight Erbert passeswereincom-
pleteand Nortontook over theball
with 2:40 | eft.

The Norton junior varsity en-
tered the game. On third down,
they fumbled and Ellisrecovered
ontheNorton 38. Ellisgainedfive
yardsinthree playsand thegame
ended with Norton on top 34-7.
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play. The point-after kick was
good and Phillipsburg led 7-6.

TheJaysstartedtheir next offen-
siveseriesdeepintheir ownterri-
tory. The offense came through
with another touchdown. This
time Kats tallied from 45 yards
out. Thetwo-point conversion at-
tempt was no good but the Blue
Jaysled 12-7.

After the kickoff, the Norton
defense forced Phillipsburg tc
punt after three plays. Brian
Juenemann returned the punt to
the Panthers 45. The Jays were
unable to move downfield and
punted. After allowing the Panther
offensetodrivedownthefield, the
Blue Jay defense stopped
Phillipsburg short of the goalline
astimeranoutinthefirst half with
the Blue Jaysleading 12-7.

It was raining when Norton
kicked off to start the second half.
Afteralowingonefirstdown, the
Jay defense stiffened and forced
apunt. Katsreturned the punt 1C
yardstotheNorton 30. After Bolt
gained afirst down, Kats passec
to wide receiver Jordan Durham
for a20 yard gain. On the next
play, Kats ran another option
keeper for 20yardstothe Panther
20. Phillipsburg’s defense helc
the Jaysat that point and the Pan-
therstook over. Norton'sdefense
forced the Panthersto three-and-
out. The Panthers got off agooc
punt that put Nortonback ontheir
30 yard line to start the fourth
quarter.

Norton was unableto movethe
ball and the punt team came oui.
The punt was blocked and
Phillipsburgrecoveredtheball on
the15. Onfirstdown, thePanthers
ran the ball to the one-foot-line.
The Norton defense held
Phillipsburg out of theend zonefor
two more plays. On fourth down
from the one-inch-line,
Phillipsburg was able to get into
theend zonefor atouchdown. The
two-point conversion try failed
but the Panthers were on top 13-
12.

After the kickoff, Bolt made ¢
big gain on second down but the
Blue Jay offense stalled and they
punted back to the Panthers.
Phillipsburg's first play went for
two yards, then linebacker Zach
Dreyer sacked thePanther quarter-
back. Phillipsburg punted and Bolt
returned the ball for five yards.
Norton had no time outs left and
3:04 remained on the scoreboarc
clock. With time running out,
Norton had to rush their offense
therest of thegame. Bolt gained &
first down, then Juenemann
caught apassfor 20yardsto putthe
Jays on the Phillipsburg 35. On
fourth down, Kats passed to
Juenemann and he appeared tc
have caught the pass and kept the
Blue Jay drive going. But, the of -
ficial ruledthat it wasincomplete.
Phillipsburgtook over andranout
the clock and the Blue Jays' per-
fect season ended with aloss.
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