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Norton plays
Ellis tonight

By DICK BOYD

The Norton Community High
School football team will cel-
ebrate homecoming this evening
by playing Ellisin aleague game,
which will also bethefinal regu-
lar season contest.

Homecoming festivities begin
at 6:30 p.m. andkickoff will beat
7p.m.

The outcome of the game will
make alot of differencein thefi-
nal league standings.

Both teams bring a 3-2 record
intothecontestbut Nortonis3-1in
theleagueandEllisis2-2. TheBlue
Jayslosttounbeaten Oakley of the
Northwest Kansas League and to
unbeaten league powerhouse
Smith Center. Both Oakley and
Smith Center arestateranked. The
Smith Center Redmen are the de-
fending Class2A statechampions.

The Blue Jays have defeated
Plainville, Osborneand Stockton.

The Railroaders defeated Hill
City in their opener, then shutout
Stockton29-0.After a24-7lossto
Phillipsburg, they defeated
Quinter 26-19. Last Friday night,
they lost 24-21 in overtime to
Trego Community.

Trego scored twice in the first
half totakeal4-Oleadatintermis-
sionbut Ellisralliedinthesecond
half. After junior Andrew Casey
returned a punt 50 yards to score
in the third quarter and Eric
Gaschler kicked theextrapoint, it
wasal4-7 game.

Tregoscoredinthefourthquar-
tertoextendtheGolden Eaglelead
t021-7 but Railroader junior quar-

terback ColeErbertled histeamto
two touchdownstotiethescoreat
21-all. Erbert ran one yard for a
touchdown and the extra point
kickfailed. Next, Erbert passed14
yardsto senior Justin LaBargefor
a touchdown and senior Daren
Haas ran for two extra points to
send thegameinto overtime.
The Golden Eagles got the ball
firstinovertimeand scored onse-
nior Andy Bartz's 22-yard field
goal.
TheRailroadershadachanceto
sendthegameinto asecond over-
timebut missedatyingfieldgoal.
Ellishas14returninglettermen
whichinclude nine offensiveand
eightdefensivestarters. TheRail-
roaders entire offensive line re-
turns and is anchored by 6-foot,
262-poundjunior offensivetackle
Mike Hiss. Three al-Mid-Conti-
nent League players return.
Gaschler isa5-7, 188-pound se-
nior running back whowashonor-
able mention. Brett Mickelsonis
ab-9, 202-poundjunior offensive
guard who was also honorable
mention. Dylan Lang is a 6
foot,165-poundtight endwhowas
asecondteamall-leaguesel ection.
Although not an all-league
choice, Erbert was athorn in
Norton’'s side last year when the
Blue Jays traveled to Ellis with
both teams sporting the same
records as this season. Norton
scored twotouchdownswithin17
seconds in the fourth quarter to
pull out a14-0Owin.
The Norton defense held the
Railroaders to just 23 rushing
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Norton tailback Blake VanEaton, No. 20, appears about
to be tackled by three Stockton defenders during this
action fromFriday’s 40-0 shutout of the Tigers by Norton.

yardson 25 carriesbut Erbert com-
pleted 17 of 34 passes for 208
yardsand two interceptions.

Norton is coming off a 40-0
shutout of Stockton. The Tigers
passed only nine times but com-
pleted five of them for 64 yards.
TheBlueJaysheld Stocktonto 63
yards rushing for 127 total yards
of offense. Norton gained 201
yards rushing and 90 passing for
291 yards of offense.

Junior tailback BlakeVanEaton
wasleading rusher for Nortonwith
94 yards on seven carries for an
average of 13.4 yards per carry.

Senior quarterback Luke
Pfannenstiel completed 4 of 7
passes for 90 yards and a 57 per-
cent completion rate.

VanEaton is leading Norton
rusher for the season with 275
yards on 49 attempts for a 5.6
yardsper carry average. Heisalso
the leading all-purpose Norton
back with 112 yardsof passrecep-
tionsand 148 yardsin kickoff re-
turns for 535 yards or over 100
yards per game average.

Pfannenstiel has completed 29
of 53 passes for 425 yards and a
54.7 percent completion rate.

But, VanEaton faked one way and went the otherenroute
to a 54 yard touchdown, one of three the junior speed-

ster tallied.

Leading pass receiver is senior
wide receiver Clay Madden with
10 catchesfor 154 yards.

TheNorton defense, which has
limited opponentsto anaverageof
just 12firstdowns,isled by senior
linebacker Lance Roewith 34 to-
tal tackles, followedbyjuniorline-
backer VanEaton, 33 and junior
defensive back  Nathan
Broeckelman with 32 stops.

“We played good hard, smash-
mouth football from the start
against Stockton although our
pass coverage was not asgood as
itshouldhavebeen,” Coach Bruce
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Graber told the Blue Jay Booster
Club on Wednesday evening.

“Ellishasaquick teamandthey
areunconventional. Their 3-5de-
fense is difficult to block. They
return most of their players from
ayear ago.

“They hurt uswith the pass|ast
year and will comein and throw
theball al overjustlikeayear go.
Their quarterback isagood one.
Hecan throw or run.”

Coach Graber saidhisBlueJays
areingood physical condition ex-
cept for freshman running back
Matt Stanley, whoisstill injured.

Norton junior varsity football team blanks Stockton

By DICK BOYD

The Norton Community High
School junior varsity football
team remained undefeated with a
46-0 shutout of StocktononMon-
day evening at Travis Field in
Norton.

“QOur young men played very
well against Stockton,” said
Norton Assistant Coach Lucas
Melvin.

“Our defense dominated, not
allowing Stocktontocrossthe50-
yard-line until late in the fourth
quarter. Our offense moved the
ball atwill. Wedidnot haveto punt

theentiregame.”

Playing their last home game,
the Blue Jays took the opening
kickoff and drove downfield to
score. Quarterback Logan Kats
scoredfromoneyardout, thetwo-
point conversiontry wasnot good
and Norton led 6-0. Most of the
yardsonthedriveweregained by
tailback Todd Bolt.

After allowing abig return on
the kickoff, the Blue Jay defense
steppedupand madetheTigersgo
three-and-out. Norton drove for
another score. Thistime Katstal-
lied ona25 yard option run. Bolt

ran for two extra points and the
Jaysled 14-0at theend of thefirst
quarter.

After the kickoff, Norton held
Stocktonto negativeyardageand
forced the Tigersto punt. Katsre-
turned the pigskintotheTiger 25.
Onfirstdown, Katspassedtotight
end Wes Georgeson for a touch-
down. The two point conversion
was good on a pass from Kats to
wide receiver Brian Juenemann
and Nortonled 22-0.

The Blue Jayskicked off again
and allowed the Tigers one first
down before stopping them short

onafakepunt. KatspitchedtoBolt
toget Nortonclosetothegoalling;
however, onthenext play, Norton
fumbled and Stockton recovered.
The Blue Jay defense proved
strongagainandforced asafety to
extend the Norton advantage to
24-0.

Norton appeared to be driving
for another touchdown with time
running out in the second quarter
until aKatspasswasintercepted.

Norton also received the ball to
begin thesecond half. Withthehelp
of a40-yardpickupby Boltonapitch
from Kats, the Blue Jays moved

Blue Jay junior varsity fourth in tennis

By DICK BOYD

The Norton Community High
School junior varsity tennisteam
placedfourthintheJunior Varsity
GirlsTennislnvitational on Satur-
day in Colby.

“Wetied for third asateam but
received fourth place after the
tiebreaker decision,” said Coach
Shawnee Branek.

Phillipshurgwonthechampionship
with45points followedby Colby,41;
Scott City, 25; Norton, 25; Goodland,
17; Liberd, 12; Tribune, 9.

Jessica Cook played No.1
singlesfor Nortonand placed sec-
ond. Shedefeated Brittany Wendt,
Tribune, 6-1; lost to Jodie
Mongeau, Phillipsburg, 1-6 and
defeated Shanna Webster,
Goodland, 6-1inpool play. Her 2-
1 record was second best and
qualified her for bracket play. She
played Liz Erickson, Colby, who
placed first in the other pool and
defeated Erickson 6-2.

Inthe championshipfinals, she
played Mongeau, the winner of
Norton’spool, and lost 5-6 (1-7).

“Jessica's final match was ex-

tremely close,” said Coach
Branek.

“ Sheplaced second after losing
atiebreaker.”

The Lady Jays No.1 doubles
team of Gena Myers and Sara
Campbell placed fourth. They
drew abye, thenlosttoKali Asher
and Robbie Hadley, Phillipsburg,
4-6 and defeated Tristan Troyer
and Mary Ann Schremmer,
Phillipsburg, who were playing
for Goodland, 6-3.

Myers and Campbell placed
second in their pool and played
Lindsey Wilson and Stephanie
Albers, Colby,intheirfirst bracket
match. Wilson and Albers were
champions of the other pool.
Myers and Campbell lost 1-6. In
their consolation match, they
played Courtney Beard and
Chelsy Troyer, Phillipsburg, who
were playing for the combined
team, and lost 5-6 (4-7).

“Genaand Sarahad someclose
matches; unfortunately, they
didn’t turn out in our favor,” said
Coach Branek.

Tabitha Vincent placed fourth

for Norton in No.2 singles. She
defeatedMorganMoritz, Tribune,
6-5 (7-2), lost to Whitney Cole,
Phillipsburg, 0-6 and outscored
Hannah Blake, Goodland, 6-4 to
place second in pool play. In
bracket competition, she played
Cyndi Rothfuss, Colby, the first
placeplayer intheother pool who
was playing for the combined
team, and lost 1-6. In her next
bracket match, she lost to Tonia
Hopkins, Scott City, 5-6(5-7) to
placefourth.

“Tabitha was up against some
tough competition,” said Coach
Branek.

“| suspect she’ll be a strong
player for us the next couple of
years. Shehasshowngreat consis-
tency thisseason.”

Tiffany Marx and Val erieWag-
oner played No.2 doublesfor the
Lady Jays and placed second.
They defeated Jessica Pinto and
Jennifer Fuller, Tribune, 6-1; lost
toKadieHaysandBriannaMiller,
Phillipsburg, 1-6 and outscored
Kathy Wood and Kaitlin
Fugelberg, Goodland, 6-1toplace

second in pool play. In bracket
play, they defeated Emily
Dougherty and GillianZambrana,
Colby, 6-2. Dougherty and
Zambranawerefirst placefinish-
ersintheother pool.

In their final bracket match,
Marx and Wagoner lost to Hays
and Miller of Phillipsburg 4-6 to
place second.

“1 continueto beimpressedwith

Tiffany’s and Valerie's perfor- =

mance,” said Coach Branek.

“They assert themselvesand go
for thewinning shots.”

Norton’s Hannah Fulton and
Stephanie Shepard played No.2
doublesfor thecombinedteamand
won one of three pool matches.
They defeated Algjandro Alonzo
and CarlaBosquez, Liberal, 6-4;
lost to Kyra Smith and Tiffany
Borland, Scott City, 3-6andlostto
Dougherty and Zambranaof Colby
0-6 to place third in their pool. In
bracket play, they defeated Pinto
andFuller, Tribune, 6-5(8-6). Next,
they playedWoodand Fugel berg of
Goodland and lost 0-6 to place
sixth.

Norton C-team defeats Hill City in volleyball

By DICK BOYD

The Norton Community High
School C-team volleyball team
continued its winning ways with
avictory overtheL ady Ringnecks
on Monday at Hill City.

Norton defeated Hill City 24-
26, 25-15, 25-22, 25-5.

“Thiswasabigwinforus,” said
Coach Joan Bolt.

“Thewingivesour girlsanop-
portunity to become league
champions. We will have to be

ready for Phillipsburg on Mon-
day evening. That matchwill de-
termine whether we reach that
goal.

“We had sometrouble commu-
nicatinginthefirst gameand that
resultedin somemental mistakes.
After that game, things turned
around and we finished very
strong.”

L eading servesfor Nortonwas
Ashley Colip with 17 pointsand
seven aces, followed by Ashli

Hageman, 10 points, three aces;
Thea Wiseman, 11 points, one
ace; Amanda Delimont, 10
points, two aces; Lori Ebner, 8
points, one ace; Kayla Foley, 4
points, two aces; Lacy Ellis, 2
points, one ace.

Ellis, Hageman and Kylie Mo-
rel were passing leaders.

L eading setters were Colip
with 10assistsand Wisemanwith
eight.

Morel led digswith eight, fol-

lowed by Charli Lawson, two;
Wiseman and Foley, one each.

Ellisledkillswith11. Hageman
was close behind with 10, fol-
lowed by Foley, seven; Wiyanna
Paxton, three; Lawson and
Wiseman, two each; Morel and
Colip, oneeach.

Hageman had one stuff.

The Norton C-team will com-
pleteitsseason on Monday versus
Phillipsburg in Phillipsburg, be-
ginning at 5 p.m.

downfieldagain. Runningback Brad
Nuzum scored fromthe10and aso
ran the two point conversion to ex-
tendtheNorton lead to 32-0.

After the kickoff, the stingy
Blue Jay defense forced another
threeand out. Juenemannreturned
Stockton’s punt to the 10. On the
next play, Nuzum hit paydirt for
his second touchdown of the
game. The two-point conversion
wasgood and Norton led 40-0.

On Stockton’snext possession,
Katsintercepted aTiger passand
returned the ball to the Stockton
20. On the next play, Katsrolled
out and passed to wide receiver
Travis Ray for Norton's final
touchdown. The two-point con-
versionattemptfailedandtheBlue
Jaysled 46-0 after three quarters.

TheBlueJay defensecontinued

to dominate in the fourth quarter
but, despiteapassinterception by
Juenemann, the Norton offense
was unableto capitalize.

With neither team scoring inthe
final stanza, thescoreremained 46-
Oinfavor of theunbeatenBlueJays.

“This was the most compl ete
gamewehaveplayedthisseason,”
said Coach Melvin. “We seem to
be peaking at theright time.

“Wearereally looking forwarc
toour final junior varsity gameof
theseason next week. Our players
haveagoal tobeundefeatedfor the
season and that is what they are
working toward.”

TheNorton junior varsity foot-
ball team will travel to
Phillipsburg on Monday to play
the Panthersin their final game.

Kickoff isset for 6:30 p.m.
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