Memorves....

Jayhawkersclubbeganin1950

NinaMédroywasthecharter 4-H clubleader for
theBusy Jayhawkers4-H Clubwhichwasstarted
in1950. Sheand Bill Donovanwerethetwolead-
ersthat workedto start theclub. Theclubmet asa
community of families that lived in that area of
the county. The Busy Jayhawkers started with
about 9-10youthat first. Theclubmetinthefami-
lies' homesat first, thenthey met at alocal school
(which now isondisplay at the SPPA groundsin
Almena). County and city governmentsand offi-
cials were always cooperative with al the 4-H
groups. The club was once asked by astate 4-H
specialist why they picked a Jayhawk as their
name. Mrs. Meroy isquick to point out that the
memberswantedtobeidentifiedasJayhawkswith
the state of Kansas rather than abunch of “wild-
cats’.

Itwasabout thistimethat several clubleaders
worked to hel p them start their club, in particu-

lar leaders from the Cedar Ridgein Almena at
that time M ae Baker and George Rumsey were
involved.

When the fair was being held the clubs exhib-
ited in outdoor arenas uncovered, and abuilding
caled”Hora Hall” whichwasinrather poor shape
sincewhenitrained they would haveto get theex-
hibitsout duetoaleaky roof. Soon,inthemid50’s,
the clubs worked with the county to support the
building of the county 4-H Buildingto beused by
theclubsand community during thefair.

Mrs. Melroy knew they had agood thing go-
ing becausethe parentsknew it wasabig world
out thereandtheir children needed to beexposed
to avariety of experiences and that 4-H clubs
could helpthemexpandtheirinvolvement. Nina
has noticed that the 4-H members have seemed
to excel and have expanded into leadership and
community responsibilitiesasthey grow older.

Being acounselor showsleadership

By KatrinaWentz

Asanineyear member of the Prairie Dog 4-H
Club, | amvery activeinmany of theactivities4-
H offers. Such as County 4-H Days, Discovery
Days, County Fair, State Fair, and asacounselor
at the State Rock Springs4-H Camp.

The most memorable event for 4-H this year
wasbeing acounselor at Rock Springs. Thiswas
my third year for being acounselor, but only my
firstasaSenior Counselor. Tobeacounsel or, you
must be responsible, caring, fun, and capable of
being agood leader. Some of theresponsibilities
of being acounsel or areto know thelocations of
activities, taking careof money, making surethe
kidshaveeverythingthey need, knowwherethey
areat all times, if they need medicinetomakesure
they getit, and all at thesametimemakesurethat
you yourself don't go insane! Nah, really, it
soundslikealot, but redly, it soneactivity | re-
ally enjoy. My favoritething about being acoun-
selor isgettingtoknow thekids. After beingtheir
idol forthreedays, they really remember you, and
if they have a good experience they’re sure to
come back. In other words, whether the camper
hasagood or bad experience, itispretty muchall
on the counselor’ s shoulders. The campers are
going to remember, that’ sjust theway kidsare.

Asacounselor thisyear, | wasinapositionthat
wasn't the most pleasant for the campersnor 1. |
had agroup of 9to 11 year old girls, who arejust

developing and beginning to grow up. My Jr.
Counselor isolder than | am, but wasmoreat the
stage of the campers’ development. So, in other
words, it seemed asif | had afew extracampers,
instead of just my eight girls. With thosekind of
responsi bilitiesadded on, anyonecouldgoinsane!
However, | think my experienceof havingahard
timewith my Jr. Counselor makemerealizethat
therearealot of peopleintheworldlikethat and
I’ll bedealingwithit my wholelife, especially if
| advanceinto the psychology field as planned.

Allinall though, | believemy campershadfun
at Rock Springsevenwith the problemswe had.
Whenwewereat breakfast onthelast day of camp,
| asked my girlsif they had fun and if they were
planning on coming back next year, and they dll
replied with ‘yes'. Then | asked them what their
favorite part of camp wasand about half of them
replied with, “You! Y ou were my favorite part!
Weloveyou!” Y oucan'timaginehow | felt after
all thestress!’ d beenthrough, andthenbeingre-
wardedwiththosewords. Also, several members
of thestaff thanked mefor beingagreat leader and
pullingmy groupthrough, becauseif itwouldhave
been someone with |less experience, the group
probably wouldn't have madeit asawhole. | am
very proud that | am capable of being a good
leader, and | planoncontinuingitthroughtherest
of mylife,withthe4-H motto, “ ToMaketheBest
Better.”
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Shooting Sports providesopportunities

By JakeKramer

Thiswasmy eleventhyear inthe Prairie Dog
4-H Club. | have been in the Shooting Sports
programfor thelast nineyears, andasan archer
| wasvery pleasedlast springwhen | earnedthe
opportunity to participate in the National Ar-
chery Competitionthissummer. | wasonateam
using compound bows with Shine Fischer and
Will Wilhite. After doing well at the Kansas
State Shoot, which was held in Emporia, the
National matchwasheldinColumbia, Missouri,
and let metell you, was the weather miserable
there! Itwasextremely humid, almost sobadthat
you could hardly breathe. All of that aside
though, | found thismeet to beavery awesome
experience. There were three days worth of
shooting, and many interesting people to meet
fromdifferent stateswhoall sharedthecommon
lovefor thiswonderful sport. Our teamdid well
by gettinganoverall fifth placemedal out of fif-
teenteams.

| would liketo take this opportunity to thank
all of thelocal archersthat cameand participated
in the Norton Archery Club’slake shoots, and
theother businessand clubfolkswho helped us
raisemoney for thistrip. Itall hel ped ustremen-
dously on our journey (whichwasalong one!)
and our stay (which was almost too short). |
would also like to thank John Baker. Heis a
wonderful instructor, a fine archer, and
toxopholite himself. And thanksto Duane and
JoyceFischer for hauling usall downthereand
back, and putting up with our shenanigans.

| doencourageall of youarchersin4-Htopush
yourselvesto get better and hopefully you can

makeit tothisawesomemeet aswell. | amlook-
ing forward to my last year in archery with an-
ticipation. | have learned much that | can take
with me and the memorieswill betreasured.

Joshua VansSkike, Norton County 4-H Coun-
cil president, and Jack Lindquist, K-State
“KARC” director, placed the Norton County
Centennial candle in the state 4-H birthday
cake during the ceremony at the Kansas
State Fair.

We Salute the Area 4-H Members and Leaders

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

=Preventative Medicine and Surgery
<Herd Health Management «Reproductive Ultrasound
<Haul-in Facility
<Equine Health Care and Reproductive Services
=Professional Grooming
=Comfortable Boarding Kennels

=Dentistry
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4-Hweek Norton Animal Health Center, Ltd.
Aaron R. White, DVM e Sarah Ketterl White, DVM
%, 801 W. Holme — Norton, KS — 785-877-2411 — Fax: 785-874-4976

HOURS: MonDAY-FRIDAY: 9-5; SATURDAY: 9-12
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117 N. NORTON ¢« NORTON, KS 67654 « 877-5135

Lightning Jack
High-Speed Internet!

for Youth,
for America
4-H is the key to a bright future.

We’re proud of the way 4-H
helps make dreams a reality.

*RAIRIE LAND

Electric Cooperative,inc.

Builds Futures

j’ Serving Our Rural Membersin Northwest Kansas for Over 65 Years
1101 WEesT HicHway 36, NORTON

PHoNE (785) 877-3323 or
1-800-577-3323




