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Norton Blue Jays shut out Stockton 40-0
L XY

By DICK BOYD

Norton’s football team struck
quickly and often in shutting out
Stockton 40-0 in Mid-Continent
Leagueplay Friday nightin Stock-
ton.

The Blue Jays scored four
touchdownsinthefirst quarter for
a27-Oadvantageandwereleading
34-0 at halftime. Another touch-
downwithjust 24 secondsgonein
the third quarter madeit 40-0 and
put the continuousclock ruleinto
effect.

Norton’s offensive dominance
is evidenced by the fact that they
did not punt the entire game. The
Blue Jay defense did not alow a
Stockton first down until the sec-
ondquarter andgaveuponly three
first-and-tensto the Tigersin the
first half.

Norton kicked off and forced
Stocktonto punt after threedowns.
Nathan Broeckelmanreturnedthe
punt to the Stockton 22. After
quarterback Luke Pfannenstiel
passedtowidereceiver Clay Mad-
den on the 8, tailback Blake
VanEaton ran four yards, then
scoredfromthe4. WilliamWilhite
kicked the extrapoint and Norton
led 7-0 with 8:41 | eft.

After another three-and-out
by Stockton, Pfannenstiel re-
turned the punt for an apparent
Norton touchdown. A penalty
nullified the score, but Norton
was back in the end zone two
playslater. Fullback Roeranfor
afirst down on the Norton 46,
then VanEaton found running
room and sprinted untouched
for his second touchdown.
Wilhite's extra point kick
misseditsmark for thefirst time
thisseasonand the Blue Jaysled
13-0with 6 minutesremaining.

Stocktonfumbledonfirst down
after Wilhite' skickoff and Davvid
Stanley recoveredontheTiger 24.
Nortondroveinfor another score.
VanEaton hit paydirt on arun
around left end from the 4 for his
third touchdown of the game.
Wilhite’'s extra point kick was
good thistimeand Norton|ed 20-
Owith 3:55 left.

After another three-and-out for
Stockton, Nathan Broeckelman
madeafair catchontheNorton 38.
The Blue Jayswasted little time
scoringagain. Pfannenstiel ran 28

yards to the Tiger 34. Six plays
later Pfannenstiel connected with
tightend Jared Cox and hedragged
aStocktonplayerintotheendzone
for a 21-yard touchdown.
Wilhite’ sextrapoint extendedthe
Norton lead to 27-0 with 10 sec-
ondsleftinthefirst quarter.

After the kickoff, Stockton
madetheir threefirst downsof the
first half as they drove to the
Norton 40 where defensive end
Matt Engel sacked quarterback
Trey Kellner to put the ball back
in Norton hands. On third down,
Pfannenstiel passed to Cox who
raced down the sidelines to the
Stockton 13, breaking atacklein
the process. Roe scored from the
|2 one play later after breaking
threetackles. Wilhite' sextrapoint
kick madeit 34-Owith 3:401eftin
thefirst half.

Norton stopped Stocktonagain
after the kickoff and the Norton
junior varsity ran three plays on
offense before halftime.

Pfannenstiel returned the sec-
ond half kickoff 80 yards to the
Stockton 20. On first down,
Pfannenstiel ran a keeper for
Norton’s final touchdown.
Wilhite missed the extra point
kick attempt but Norton led 40-0
with just 24 seconds gonein the
second half.

The 40-point lead put the con-
tinuousclock ruleinto effect.

After the kickoff, Stockton
droveintoNortonterritory before
giving up the ball and the Norton
junior varsity offense took over.
TheNortonreservesdrovetheball
on the Stockton varsity defense
and reached the Tiger 15 as the
third quarter ended.

The Stockton junior varsity en-
tered the game.

Norton fumbled and Stockton
recovered ontheir 22. The Stock-
tonvarsity offensereturnedtothe
fieldanddrovetheball downfield
on the Norton junior varsity. It
looked asif Stockton might score
but they fumbled. Norton recov-
ered on the five-yard-line with
timerunning out and the Blue Jay
junior varsity preserved the 40-0
shutout.

Nortonrushedfor 201 yardson
just 27 carriesfor a7.4 yards per
carry average. The Blue Jay de-
fenselimited the Tigerstojust 63

yards rushing on 40 tries for 1.5
yards per carry.

VanEaton wasleading ball car-
rier for Nortonwith 94 yardson 7
carriesforanaverageof 13.4yards
per carry.

Pfannenstiel completed 4 of 7
passes for 90 yards and a 57 per-
cent completionrate.

Other ball carriers for Norton
and yards gained were:
Pfannenstiel, 3for 42 yards; Roe,
3for 26; Davis, 2for 8; Nuzum, 2
for 7; Lauer, 2for 1; Bolt, 4for 27;
Kats, 4 for minus4.

Pass receiversfor Norton were
Madden, 1for 15; VanEaton, 1 for
6; Cox, 2for 71.

Broeckelman had 1 punt return
for 19 and Pfannenstiel had 1 for
10.

Pfannenstiel had 1 kickoff re-
turnfor 80yards.

Wilhite had 7 kickoffsfor a 48
yard average.

Dix wasleading ball carrier for
Stockton with 14 carries for 35
yards; Kellnerhad 13for 25. L ead-
ing pass receiver for the Tigers
wasWallenwith 3for 42.

Leading tacklers for Norton
were linebacker Lance Roe and
defensive tackle Heath Vincent
withfour solotacklesandfour as-
sists for eight total each.. They
werefollowed by ChrisDavis, six
solos, one assist, seven total;
Davvid Stanley and Blake
VanEaton, four solos, one assist,
fivetotal each; Brian Juenemann
and Brett Thomson, four solos
each; Matt Engel, threesolos, one
assist, four total; Todd Bolt, Aus-
tin Brooksand Zach Mannel, two
solos, oneassist, threetotal each;
Andrew Ables, three solos;
Nathan Broeckelman, Zach
Dreher, Nathan Morse, Brian
Ulmer, one solo, one assist, two
total each; Travis Ray, two solos,
Nish Millan, two assists; Jared
Cox, Logan Kats, Clay Madden,
LukePfannenstiel, onesoloeach;
Brad Nuzum, one assist.

“Wewerepretty efficient offen-
sively,” said Norton Coach Bruce
Graber.

“They played their stack de-
fense alittle differently than we
expected but their 4-31ook wasthe
same. They triedtoblitzquiteabit
early but we hurt them and they
stopped it.
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The swarming Norton defense was all over Stockton ball carriers throughout the Blue
Jays’ 40-0 shutout of the Tigers on Friday. Here, the Stockton quarterback Trey Kellner,
No.1, becomes a Blue Jay tackle sandwich as numerous Norton defenders, includ-
ing Andrew Ables, No. 64, drop him for a loss.

“Wedid apretty good job most
timesonfirstdownandthat put us
inagood position.

“1 wasdisappointedthat welost
the punt return for a touchdown.
We had great walls on our punt
returns. Our special teams did
well. Our point-after protection
was much better.

“Wilhitehad ahardtimegetting
theball insideonextrapoint kicks
but continued to kickoff well.

“Defensively, wedid anicejob
againsttheir option. Our defensive
endsplayedtheir best gameof the
year. They understood the tech-
nigueto play theoptionand played
withmoreintensity andweremore
physical.

“l wasalittledisappointedwith

our passcoverage. Wewerethere
all thetimebut stood and watched
theball comedown. Thisisanarea
wewill havetoshoreup. Elliswill
comein here passing.

“Everybody had a good game.
Wepreparedknowingthat they are
strugglingandyet wepreparedthe
same and went out and got after
them and didn’'t get comfortable
when wegot abig lead.

“Our players are enjoying suc-
cess and having fun staying fo-
cused. If we continueto improve,
we'll beat alevel wherewecanbe
competitive with anybody left on
our schedule. Alot of our goalsare
till infront of us.

“1 washappy that our junior var-
sity was able to keep them out of

— Telegram photo by Dick Boyd

the end zone. We bent but didn'’t
break and kept their goose egg on
the scoreboard.”
Next action

Thisis homecoming week for
Norton. The Blue Jays will play
EllisonFriday at TravisFieldwith
kickoff setfor 7 p.m.

Ellislost 24-21toTregoinover-
timelast Friday night.

GAME STATISTICS

Norton Stockton
13 First Downs 11
27-201 YardsRushing  40-63
90 YardsPassing 64
291 Total Yards 127
4-7-0  PassesCompl. 5-9-C
1-1 FumblesLost 2-2
4 35 Penalties 2-10

Punts 3-33

Blue Jays defeat Stockton in Mid-Continent League football game

First quarter

Norton kicked off to start the
gameand Brian Juenemann made
the tackle on the Stockton 16-
yard-line. The swarming Norton
defense jumped on the Tiger of-
fense right away. Running back
Cody Dix wasstoppedfornogain
on first down, then quarterback
Trey Kellner wassacked by defen-
sivetackleHeathVincentandline-
backer Lance Roe.

The Tigers got off a short punt
and Nathan Broeckel manreturned
the pigskin 19 yardsto the Stock-
ton 22. On first down, Norton
quarterback Luke Pfannenstiel
passed the ball to wide receiver
Clay Madden. Hemade an excel-
lent over-the-head catch and was
stopped on the 8. Tailback Blake
VanEaton plunged to the 4, then
ran over right tackle on second
down to score. William Wilhite
booted the extrapoint and Norton
led 7-Owith8:41 remaininginthe
first quarter.

Leneal Weiser returned
Wilhite's kickoff to the 25. Dix
gained six yards, Nathan Palmer
gained one before Roe tackled
him, Kellner gained nothing and
the Tigers punted.

Pfannenstiel received the punt,
picked up awall of blockers and
ran untouched into the end zone
for an apparent Norton touch-
down. The Blue Jays were
whistled for blocking in the back
and thetouchdown wasnullified.
Onfirstdown, fullback Roefound
running room over |eft tackle for
afirst down on the Norton 46.

The next play, VanEaton put
somemovesonTiger defendersas
heranover therightsideof theline
and sprinted untouched into the
end zone. Wilhite's extra point
kick waswideright, hisfirst miss
of the season, and the score was
13-0Owith 6:00 remaining.

Wei ser returned Wilhite' skick-
off tothe23 whereAndrew Ables
tackled him. Stocktonfumbledon
firstdownand Davvid Stanley re-
covered for Norton on the 24.
Pfannenstiel lost one yard to the

25, thenVanEatonranaroundright
endfor afirstdownonthel1l. Full-
back ChrisDavisplungedtothe4,
then VanEaton got the call again
andtook apitchfromPfannenstiel,
ran around left end, eluded a
would-betackler atthe3anddived
into the end zone for his third
touchdown of the game. Wilhite
split the uprights and the visiting
Blue Jays led 20-0 with 3:55 left
inthefirst quarter.

Wel ser returned Wilhite'skick-
off to the 28 where Juenemann
again made the tackle. A Kellner
pass was incompl ete, Dix ran for
four yardsbefore Stanley tackled
him and Kellner ran a keeper for
no gain. Stockton punted and
Broeckelman madeafair catchon
the Norton 38.

Pfannenstiel rantheoptionover
theright side and was stopped 28
yards later on the Tiger 34. A
Pfannenstiel passfell incomplete,
Davis rambled up the middie for
five yards and another
Pfannenstiel aerial missed its
mark. A fourth down flat passto
VanEaton was good for six yards
and a first down on the 23.
VanEaton churnedfortwoyardsto
the 21, then Pfannenstiel con-
nected with tight end Jared Cox
over themiddle and hedragged a
Tiger tacklerintotheend zonefor
theBlueJays fourthtouchdownin
asmany tries. Wilhitewasperfect
ontheextrapointkick and, with 10
seconds left in the first quarter,
Norton had extended their lead to
27-0.

Palmer returned Wil hite' skick-
off and Juenemann continued to
eludeTiger blockersashetackled
Palmer onthe21. Vincenttackled
Dix for no gain as the quarter
ended with the Jaysleading 27-0.

Second quarter

Palmer gained three yards be-
foreDavvid Stanley stopped him.
Thenext down, the Tigerspicked
up their initial first down of the
game when Kellner passed com-
plete over the middleto tight end
Kyle Wallen on the Stockton 41.
VanEaton came charging in from

hislinebacker spottosack Kellner
forasix yardloss. Dix ranfor one
yard before Vincent tackled him.
Stocktonlost fiveyardsforillegal
procedure but Norton was penal-
ized for passinterference and the
ball wasmovedtothe Stockton45.
Kellner ranakeeper ontheoption
for afirst down onthe Norton 44.

Two more keepers by Kellner
produced ancther firstdownonthe
Norton 33. Dix gained just one
yard, thenVanEatonthrew aTiger
runner for aoneyardloss. A good
passrush by Broeckel man caused
Kellner to misfire on an aerial,
then K ellner wassacked by defen-
sive end Matt Engel and Norton
took over the pigskin on the 40.

After a Pfannenstiel pass fell
incomplete, Roe plunged for one
yard. Onthird down, Pfannenstiel
passedto Cox . Heraced downthe
Norton sideline, ran out of the
graspof apotential tacklerandwas
finally stopped on the Tiger 13!
VanEaton ran for one yard, then
Roe made one of the best runs of
his career as he powered over the
leftsideof thelineandliterally ran
through three would-be tacklers,
leaving them grasping air on the
turf, as he sprinted into the end
zone!

Wilhitewasperfect againonthe
extrapointkick andNortonled 34-
Owith 3:40leftinthe half.

Wei ser returned Wil hite' skick-
off to the Stockton 39. Kellner
completed a slant pass to Weiser
for eight yards and Broeckelman
made the tackle. Dix ran for one
yard before Vincent tackled him.
TheTigerslost fiveyardsforille-
gal procedure. Kellner went back
topass, gotagoodrushfromAbles
and Davvid Stanley and threw in-
complete. Nortontook over onthe
Stockton 44.

Coach Graber put in hisjunior
varsity offense at this point. Brad
Nuzum gained six yardsin two
carries and Brock Lauer was
stopped for no gain as halftime
arrivedwiththevisiting Blue Jays
dominating 34-0.

Third quarter

Stocktonkicked off toNortonto
start the second half and
Pfannenstiel got agood return all
the way to the Tiger 20. On first
down, Pfannenstiel ranthekeeper
for atouchdown. Wilhite's extra
point kick was wide right again
and the Blue Jayswere on top 40-
Owithjust 24 secondsgoneinthe
second half.

The 40-point lead put the con-
tinuous clock rule into effect and
the rest of the game went pretty
fast.

Palmer returned Wil hite' skick-
off and, once again, Juenemann
made the tackle, thistime on the
29. Coach Graber’s plan was to
play the Norton varsity defense
one more series before retiring
them for the night but it took
longer than expected. With Palmer
carrying theball most of thetime,
the Tigers moved the ball all the

way to the Norton 31 where they
had afirst down. That was as far
as they got, however, as Austin
Brooks broke through the line to
drop Palmer for atwo yard loss,
Dix was stopped for no gain by
Davvid Stanley and Stanley
sacked K ellner back onthe Stock-
ton47.Onfourthdown, VanEaton
blitzed and sacked K ellner andthe
Blue Jays' junior varsity offense
took over.

Fullback L auer gained oneyard,
tailback Todd Boltrantothe33for
afirst down. Bolt gained eight
yards on two more carries, then
quarterback Logan Kats ran a
keeper for afirst down onthe 19.
Bolt gained six more yards but
Kats was sacked on the 15 asthe
third quarter ended with Norton
leading 40-0.

Fourth quarter
The Stockton junior varsity en-

tered the game at this point. Kats
was sacked on the 18. Norton
fumbled and Stockton recovered
ontheir 22.

The Stockton varsity offense
returnedtothefield. TheBlueJay
junior varsity grudgingly gave
groundastheTiger varsity movec
downfield. Stockton gained 66 of
their 127total yardsinthegameon
thisdrive and reached the Norton
12 yardlinewith 2:46 remaining.
A passinterferencepenalty against
Nortonmovedtheball half thedis-
tancetothegoa with1:511eft. Dix
ran for no gain and, on the next
play, Stockton fumbled and
Norton recovered onthe5to pre-
servethe shutout. Timeran out as
Kats received the ball from the
center and put aknee on the turf.
Norton had extended their record
to 3-2 with a40-0 Mid-Continent
Leaguevictory over Stockton.
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+z. Blue Jays

FOOTBALL:

VOLLEYBALL:

CROSS COUNTRY:

TENNIS:

Norton vs. Ellis (homecoming here)
Norton Junior Varsity vs. Phillipsburg (away) ........cccccoeevvvviiviiieeenninns 6:30 p.m., Monday
Northern Valley vs. Logan (here)
Logan vs. Northern Valley (away)

Norton in Mid-Continent League Meet (in Phillipsburg)
Northern Valley in Phillipsburg Invitational Meet
Northern Valley in Riley County Invitational (in Leonardville) ...... 10:30 a.m., Saturday

Norton Varsity in Regional Tournament (in WaKeeney)

ngh School Sports This Week
- Northern Valley

) Huskies
<t

Norton Varsity, Junior Varsity vs. Smith Center, Trego (in Smith Center) .5 p.m., today
Norton Varsity in Scott City Tournament (at Scott City)
Norton C-team vs. Phillipsburg (away)
Norton Varsity, Jr Varsity vs. Logan, Golden Plains (Sr. Night here)
Northern Valley vs. Golden Plains, Wheatland (in Grainfield) ................. 3 p.m,, today
Northern Valley in Hill City Tournament (in Hill City) .......ccccccvvinneen. 8:30 a.m., Saturday
Northern Valley vs. Stockton, Western Plains, Eastern Heights (in Stockton) .. 4 p.m., Tuesday
Logan vs. Kensington, Eastern Heights (here)
Logan in Cougar Invitational (in Mankato)
Logan vs. Norton, Golden Plains (in Norton)

...................... 7 p.m., Friday

...................... 7 p.m., Friday
...................... 7 p.m., Friday

................. 9 a.m., Saturday

...................... 5 p.m., today
................. 9 a.m., Saturday

............ 4:30 p.m., Thursday
............ 4:30 p.m., Thursday

.................. 9 a.m., Monday

Logan
Trolans

5 p.m., Monday
4 p.m., Tuesday

4 p.m., Tuesday




