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Book tells of woman’s rape, murder trial

By CAROLYN PLOTTS

A lot of people saw Ellen
Lunney shoot GeneM cEnroe, but
wouldthey convict her of murder?

Thetruestory of awoman'sre-
venge is now a book written by
Douglas Yocom about his grand-
mother, whowasrapedin 1894in
Norton County but didn’t et her
assailant get away.

For 13years, from 1943t0 1956,
Mr. Yocom and his mother, Nora
(Dwyer) Yocom, lived with his
grandmother, Ellen (Lunney)
Dwyer at her homein Lenora.

But, it wasn’t until five years
ago that Mr. Yocom learned his
grandmother had been at the cen-
ter of asensational Norton County
murder trial.

Followingacareer asareporter,
editorial writer, public relations
manager and congressional aide,
he was intrigued to know more
about the stoic, reclusive woman

he knew as
grandmother.

What he
learned has |
been compiled | =
into a book he ‘
titled, “A Mat- i
ter of Chastity, |
TheHighPlains
Saga of a
Woman’s Re-
venge’. In it, he chronicles the
eventsof July 24, 1894.

An excerpt from the book:

EllenLunney, 19, wasaslender,
attractive young woman about to
embark on a career as a school
teacher in one of the local one-
roomschools. Shewasashy, quiet
and polite young woman.

Her parents, John and Anna
Lunney, along with the younger
children of the family, were away
for the night visiting family ten
miles away in Decatur County.

D. Yocom

Sheandtwo of her brother sstayed
to take care of the chores. Some-
time after 10 p.m., Ellen was
awakened to find a man, Gene
McEnroe, aneighbor fromacross
the river, with his hand over her
mouth. Shetriedtofight himoff but
couldn’'t. Heraped her.

The next day when her family
returned, it wasa shattered Ellen
waiting for them. Her brothers,
too, were shaken by the enormity
of what had happened. John
Lunney faced a difficult decision.
Filingacomplaint would amount
to a declaration to all that his
daughter had been raped, de-
spoiled, damaged. Would other
men still consider her asabride?
Probably not. Heknewthiswould
raiseaterrible cloud over Ellen.
Shemay havetoleavethecommu-
nity, tofind anewhomewhereher
history wasn't known.

But, Mr. Lunney realized the

Four fans miss onIy one game

By DICK BOYD

Four football fans missed just
one game in last week’s Pigskin
Pick-Em Contest and Randy
Springer, Hoisington, guessedthe
exact scoreof thetiebreaker game
towinthe$15inscripmoney first
prize.

Springer missed just Atwood's
defeat of Oberlin and correctly
picked Nebraska to defeat lowa
State 27-20 in thetiebreaker con-
test. The Cornhuskers and Cy-
clones had their own tiebreaker,
two overtimesto be exact, before
the game was decided.

Second place of $10 in scrip
money goes to Kristy Keilig,
Norton, whomissedtheMichigan
upset of Michigan State, which
wasa soanovertimegame. Keilig
chose Nebraska over lowa State
by 19-16 or 12 pointsoff theactual
score.

That left two Foleysto battleit
outfor thethird prizeof $5inscrip
money. Craig Foley, Norton,
missed just the Atwood win over
Oberlin and chose lowa State to
win over Nebraska. Chris Foley,
Fairfield, Calif., missed just the
Tregowinover Ellis, alsoinover-
time, but al so picked lowaStateto
defeat Nebraska.

Judgeswent tothepointsof each
team. Craig picked it 20-10infa
vor of lowaState, or | 7 points off,
and ChrischoselowaStateby 23-
10, or 20 pointsoff, soCraigisthe
third prizewinner.

Correct on all but two games
were: Macy Kasson, Bob
Covington,Almena; Jim Springer,
Long Island; Barbara Springer,
Evelyn Springer, Tim Moore,
Hoisington; Jared Foley, Wichita;
Aaron McDowell, Hill City; Bra-
dley Killian, Lincoln; RussFrack,
JerisNorman, Sady Keilig, Kevin
Jilka, David Riemann, Tom
Baumann, Dalton Miller, Norton.

Missing three games were:
Mike Shearer, Foster Brands,
Glenn Brands, Carol Voss,
Almena; Karen Shearer, Roger
Shearer, Jim Cole, Long Island,;
Dorothy Shearer, Edmond; Mary
Boyd, Hill City; Nancy Moore,
Andy Moore, both of Hoisington;
Paula Stutterheim, Prairie View;
Douglas Daniels, Spencer Shirk,
Luke Keilig, Lacy Keilig, Kelly
Hill, Ken Gregoire, Charlotte
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Stephenson, Norton.

Incorrect on four games were:
Frank Kaiser, Dwight Vallin,
Donald Thalheim, Long Island,;
Dale Shearer, Edmond; Brody
McDowell, LexieMcDowell, Hill
City; Bob Moore, Hoisington;
Jillian Stoelting, Orleans, Neb.;
LeeRoy Schuckman, Hays;
Shayla Bailey, Lucas Bailey,
Norcatur; Barbara Brooks,
Clayton; Brian Thompson, Kirk
Kasson, Sydney Brands, Almeng;
Mark Keilig, Keegan Smith,
DaltonSmith, ChriselleThomson,
Roland Washburn, Renee
Schaefers, Anastasia Foley, Kirk
Foley, Virginia Carlton, Sandy
Husted, Mary AnnHager, Johanna
Holmes, Norton.

Correct on al but five contests
were: TimRowse, Burwell, Neb.;
Janette Callaway, Shirley Sides,
DonelleStewart, Almena; Jerome
Laurin, EmilyVallin, Longldand,
Travis Vallin, Watkins, Colo.;
Denise Bailey, Gail Bailey,
Norcatur; Erin Hill, Rick Green,
Kathy Erbert, Craig Heskett, Tom
Davis, Misty Nuzum, |saac
Schaefers, Tiffney Yeager, Deb
Thiele, Marj Allen, Jennifer
Terrell, Doug Ray, Norton.

Missing six games were: Tif-
fany VanDerVeen, Prairie View;
AnnBecker, Lenora; Mark Bailey,
Norcatur; Kirsten Baird, Mike
Hammond, Long Island; Sherri
Lowry, Julie Hilburn, Kristen
Brands, Marilyn Lowry, Almeng;
Nathan Morse, Bruce Rushton,
GeorgieRorabaugh, Betty Harper,
Howard Gill, Cathy Kellerman,
Eric Farber, Amy Daniels, Jane
Mindrup, LauraWashburn, Lynn
Nelson, Norton.

Thesixthweek’sentriesmust be
postmarked by 5 p.m. Friday or
you may bring them to The Tele-
gram office before5 p.m. on Fri-
day.
See the full page Pick-Em ad-
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vertisement in today’s Telegram |

for this week’s high school and
college games.

Only oneentry per personisal-
lowed but extra blanks for other
members of the family may be
picked up from any sponsor.

Prizesof $30inscripmoney will
be paid each week. At the end of
the season, the fan picking the
most correct games will receive
$50 in scrip money and an en-
graved trophy.

Scores of this week’s games
were:

Norton 40, Stockton O

Palco 38, Northern Valley 26

Natoma64, Logan 24

Trego 24, Ellis21 O.T.

Smith Center 42, Beloit 6

Atwood 14, Oberlin 0

Colorado School of Mines 46,
Fort Hays 10

Oklahoma43, Kansas State 21

TexasTech 30, Kansas 17

Colorado 34, OklahomaState0

Michigan 34, Michigan State31
O.T.

Southern Cal 38, Arizona State
28

Nebraska 27, lowa State 20 2
O.Ts
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course of action he must take. A
crimehad been committed and he
knewhemust have GeneMcEnroe
arrestedfor therapeof hisdaugh-
ter.

Justicewasswift onthe Kansas
prairie. Two days later, Mr.
McEnroewasarrested but hewas
released on $1,000 bail. Thetrial
wassetfor July 31, aweek after the
nighttime of Ellen Lunney’s hor-
ror.

In the days leading up to the
trial, Ellentoldvisitorsshewished
he would have killed her, she
would rather be dead.

On the day of thetrial, Ellen
arrived at the Thuma School
house, wherethetrial was sched-
uledtobeheld. Acrowd had gath-
ered and most of the seats were
filled.

What happened next caught ev-
eryone by surprise. Ellen spotted
Gene McEnroe in the crowd and

asshelater testified, he* leered”
at her. Shewalkedtowherehewas
seated and frombeneath her cape,
Ellen Lunney drew a revolver. At
point-blank range she fired four
shotsinto hisbody, killing himal-
most instantly.

Ellenwasarrested and held for
trial.

Modernday politicshasnothing
on the political scenein Norton
County of 1894. In the book, Mr.
Yocom detailed the history and
aspirations of the attorneys in-
volvedinthiscase.

He also examined testimony
that implicated othersin aplot to
kill Gene McEnroe.

Throughout thebook hedelved
into life on the prairie, its hard-
shipsand it’sstrict moral code.

Much of Mr. Yocom'’sresearch
was accomplished at the Norton
County Public Library.

Hesaidthelibraryi |svery com-

Donna Thomas, Norton, picked a perfect pumpkin. She’s
donating her pumpkins to anyone making adonation tothe

Norton Teens For Christ.

NOTICE

Notice of Proposed Road Vacation

Published in The Norton Telegram on
Tuesday, October 4, 2005. (1T)
NOTICE OF PROPOSED
ROAD VACATION
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that at
the regular meeting of the Board of
County Commissioners of Norton
County, Kansas, to be held on the 17th
day of October, 2005, at 10:00 o’clock
a.m. in the Commissioners’ Chambers,
2nd floor of the Norton County
Courthouse, Norton, Kansas, said
Board shall consider and determine the
propriety of a proposed vacation of the

County road at the following described

location:
County road lying between Sec-
tions Nineteen (19) and Thirty
(30), in Township Two (2) South,
Range Twenty-three (23) West of
the Sixth P.M. in Norton County,
Kansas.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have
hereunto set my hand and official seal
this 27th day of September, 2005.

Robert Wyatt
Norton County Clerk

Karaoke Contest

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 8
BEGINSAT 9:00 PM.

$25.00 Gift Certificate — Second Place ¢

$15.00 Gift Certificate — Third Place
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MONTH

Walking the Talk
on COMMUNITY

' Lots of businesses talk about their commitment to
For cooperatives, it's more than talk. It's what we're

We're owned by our members, and our mission is
to serve them and the communities in which they
live, work and shop.

We're in it for the long haul; Rural Telephone has
been strengthening communities through jobs,
service, and community involvement for 54 years.

Co-op Month celebrates the many ways our
- employees work together to give back to our

Senior Combination Technician Paul Keith volunteers
his time and coaches Little League baseball.
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Supper 5to7 p.m.;

CLAYTON UNITED

METHODIST CHURCH
Bazaar Supper and Auction

SATURDAY,
Clayton Community Building

plete with an impressive geneal -
ogy department. The Champion
and The Norton Courier were
newspapers of the time and both
carried multiple stories about the
trial and it’soutcome.

The epilogue lets the reader
know what happened in his
grandmother’s life, and how the
event of so long ago, changed &
family forever.

A Matter of Chastity, The High
Plains Saga of a Woman's Re-
venge, from Dusty Cover Books,
was produced under thedirection
of TheArthur H. Clark Co., Spo-
kane, Wash.

Mr. Yocum will hold a book
signing at 3 p.m., Thursday at the
LenoralLibrary.

On Friday, he will be at the
Norton County Library at 3 p.m.
He will have copies of his book
availablefor sale.

Woman
gives away
her produce

By CAROLYN PLOTTS

Buy apumpkinand help young
people. Donna Thomas has al-
waysbeenagardener. And, shehas
always shared her produce with
friends.

Earlier thissummer shedecided
togiveaway therest of her pump-
kin crop in exchange for a dona-
tionto Norton Teens For Christ.

“1 know they aretryingtobuy ¢
van for mission trips and go to
events,” Ms. Thomassaid.

All themoney she makesisgo-
ingtothem. Shesuggestsa$s do-
nation and, in exchange, you may
pick a pumpkin, a decorative
gourd, tomatoes or squash.

She saysyou can see her home
from U.S. 36 after you cross the
viaduct. It is the salmon colored
homeat theend of EaglesRoad on
the south side.

Her produceisalso availableat
Master’sTouch Fitnessand Mas-

sagein Norton.
){i{%

OCTOBER 8

Auction Following

Adults—$6; Ages 6-12—$2.50;
Ages 5 and Under Free

MENU...Barbecue Beef
and Pork on a Bun, Baked
Beans, Assorted Salads,
Homemade Pie, Rolls, Tea
and Coffee
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Shaun Wiltfong

Majestic Manor Construction

With home heating costs
rising almost 50%,

it is time to call us

for insulation,energy efficient
replacement windows and
doors as well as new siding
*References Available
eFree Estimates

«Senior Discounts
eFinancing Available (w/apc)

785-874-4080

Visit us on the web at www.mamacon.com
(BoNDED AND INSURED)

General
Contractor
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