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Blue Jays beat Osborne
55-6 at Travis Field

By DICK BOYD

Coach Bruce Graber’s Norton
Community High School football
team was unstoppable in Mid-
Continent League play Friday
night by avisiting Osborneeleven
who absorbed a55-6 beatingfrom
the Blue Jaysat TravisField.

Eliminating mistakes that had
hampered their play thefirst four
games, the Blue Jays scored the
first three timesthey had the ball
and led 42-0 before the visitors
scored.

Norton backs averaged eight
yards per carry while the gang-
tackling Blue Jay defenselimited
the Bulldogsto an average of 2.9
yards per attempt. Take away
Osborne’'s73yardtouchdownrun
by tailback Josh Conway and the
Norton defense allowed just 1.2
yards per carry.

William Wilhite kicked off for
Nortonto start the game. Andrew
Ables and Lance Roe tackled
Conway onthe30-yard-line. With
the absence of injured running
back Casey Corbett, Osborne
coach Clint Merritt moved
Conway from quarterback torun-
ning back and Conway carriedthe
ball 40 percent of thetime.

With Conway carryingtheball,
the Bulldogs earned one of their
seven first downsin the game on
the Osborne 41. The Norton de-
fense stiffened, however, and
Conway lost three yards, a pass
was incomplete and a bad pitch
cost the visitors two more yards.
Osborne punted to the Norton 46
but a substitution infraction
against the Blue Jaysreturned the
ball to the Bulldogs.

They triedtorunontheir repeat
fourth down and the Norton de-
fense stopped them short of afirst
down, taking over onthe Bulldog
44. On Norton's first offensive
play fromscrimmage, quarterback
Luke Pfannenstiel rantheoption,
picked up somegood blockingand
ranthrough somepotential tackles
toscore. Wilhitesplit theuprights
and Norton led 7-0 with 9:20 | eft
inthefirst quarter.

Ontheensuingkickoff, Wilhite
boomed theball into theend zone
andtheBulldogstook over ontheir
20-yard-line. On first down, de-
fensive tackle Davvid Stanley
dropped running back Brady L und
for afour yardloss. Conway tried
the Norton line but linebackers
Lance Roe and Blake VanEaton
dropped himfor nogain. Onthird
down, VanEaton intercepted a
pass on the Osborne 21.

VanEaton ran for three yards,
then Pfannenstiel connected with
widereceiver Clay Maddenforan
18-yard touchdown. Wilhite was
perfect ontheextrapointkick and
the Blue Jays led 14-0 with 7:30
| eft.

Conway returned Wilhite's
kickoff to the 33. After Conway
gained four yards on two carries,
abad pitchwasrecovered by line-
backer ChrisDavisontheBulldog
25. Pfannenstiel ran the keeper to
the 15, VanEaton ran around left
endtothe6, Davispickedupafirst
down onthe5, then ranthrough a
big hole over right guard for

Conway gainedtwoyards, Davvid
Stanley tackled him back on the
18.Anintentional grounding pen-
alty against the Bulldogs moved
the ball back to the 7. Osborne
punted. The ball waskicked high
and came down short, hitting a
Norton player. The Bulldogs re-
covered the ball on their 6 with a
new set of downs as the quarter
ended with Norton leading 21-0.
Second quarter

Lund gained nineyards on two
carries but Brooks threw him for
aone-yard loss and the Bulldogs
were forced to punt again. This
time, Broeckelman made a good
reception, found his wall of
blockers and they ushered him
down the sidelines for a 45-yard
touchdown! Wilhite was perfect
again on the extra point kick and
the Blue Jaysled 28-0 with 10:23
remaining in the half.

Wilhitekicked off and Conway
wassmothered ontheOsborne 19
by awholehost of Nortontacklers.
Conway was stopped for no gain
by Ables, then made six yards.
KevinLaRoshcarriedfor oneyard
and the Bulldogs punted again.
Pfannenstiel made afair catch on
the Norton 49. On first down,
VanEatongot thecall, ranover the
right side of theline, reversed his
field and sprinted untouched into
theend zone. Wilhite'sautomatic
kick madethescore35-0with8:26
left.

Brandon Grabast returned
Wilhite's kickoff to the 27-yard-
line. Onfirstdown, Conway found
acrease in the Blue Jay defense
and tight-rope walked the side-
linesfor a 73-yard touchdown. A
bad center snap on the extrapoint
kick kept the Bulldogsfrom scor-
ing another point and the score
remained 35-6with8:10leftinthe
first half.

On the ensuing kickoff,
Conway’s73yardrunwasforgot-
ten by the Norton fans as
VanEaton gathered in the pigskin
ontheNorton10-yard-line, picked
up somegood blocksand sprinted
90yardstotheendzone! Wilhite's
kick extended the Norton lead to
42-6with 7:56 il leftinthe hal f.

Wilhitekickedintotheendzone
and Osbornetook over ontheir 20.
Conway lost ayard and was in-
jured and helped from the field.
Martin Hojda lost a yard as
Vincent and Roe tackled him.
Osborne punted and Pfannenstiel
returnedtheball. A blockinginthe
back penalty against Norton
movedtheball back totheNorton
46 and Coach Graber sent in the
Norton junior varsity.

Tailback Todd Bolt lost two
yardsbut quarterback L oganK ats
ranakeeper for afirst downonthe
Oshorne 22. On the next down,
Bolt found abig hole over theleft
side of theline and burst through
itfor atouchdown. Wilhitekicked
theextrapoint and Norton led 49-
6 with 5:51 remaining. Thetime
wentfasttherest of thegameasthe
43 point lead put the continuous
scoreboard clock ruleinto effect.

After an exchange of punts, the
half ended with the Blue Jays en-
joying avery comfortable 49-6

Norton'sthirdtouchdown. Wilhite lead

added another point on another
perfect kick and Norton led 21-0
with 5:23 [eft in thefirst quarter.

Again, Wilhite boomed the
kickoff into the end zone and
Osbornetook over ontheir 20. The
aggressiveNortondefenselimited
the Bulldogs to three-and-out. A
Blue Jay defender hit the punter
and Osborne received the ball on
their 39. Conway ranfor 35yards
tothe Norton 16 where defensive
back Nathan Broeckelmantackled
him. That was as far as the Bull-
dogswouldadvance. Lundranfor
one yard, then defensive tackle
AustinBrookscamecharginginto
sack the Osborne quarterback.
Defensive back Pfannenstiel and
Roe tackled Conway for no gain
and the Bulldogs decided to try a
fieldgoal. DefensivetackleHeath
Vincent had other ideas and he
came roaring in to block the at-
tempted kick.

Norton took over on the Blue
Jay 40. A holding penalty halted
theNortonattack and the Jayshad
to punt for the first time in the
game. Davispunted and Lund re-
ceived the ball on the 27. After

Third quarter

The Norton junior varsity
played the entire second half. Af-
ter receiving thekickoff, the Blue
Jays could not move the ball and
had to punt. After an exchange of
fumbles, Osborne punted back to
Norton. Brian Juenemann madea
nice45-yardreturntotheOsborne
16. Quarterback LoganKatsrana
keeper to the 10. Running back
Brad Nuzum ran to the 1 and
scored on the next down.

Davis camein to try the extra
point kick but it was blocked and
Nortonled 55-6 at theend of three
quarters.

Fourth quarter

After Wilhite’s kickoff,
Osborne moved the ball with the
help of apassinterferencepenalty
againsttheBlueJaystotheNorton
35 where Juenemann recovered a
Bulldog fumble. With Kats,
Nuzum and Brock Lauer running
theball, Nortonmoved downfield
totheOsborne11-yard-linewhere
time ran out with the Blue Jays
leading 55-6.

Pfannenstiel and VanEaton
were leading varsity ball carriers

for Norton. Pfannenstiel gained 63
yards on 3 carries and VanEaton
gained 62 yards on just 3 totes.
They were followed by Davis, 3
for 9yards; Bolt, 2for 21; Kats, 6
for 80; Matt Stanley, 2 for minus
6; BrianUImer, 3for 1; Nuzum, 5
for 18; Lauer, 3for 9.

Madden had Norton’sonly pass
receptionfor 18yardsandatouch-
down. Broeckelman had 1 punt
return for 45 yards and a touch-
downandJuenemannhad1for 42
yards.

VanEaton had 1 kickoff return
for 90 yardsand atouchdown and
Katshad 1for 12 yards.

Conway gained125net yardson
17 carriesfor Osborne.

“Our boys played extremely
well. We jumped on them early,”
said Coach Graber.

“During our whole week of
practice we focused on playing
hard and we played hard and
played well. I'm really proud of
theway we played.

“After we got our third touch-
down, we found out if we would
continuetoplay hard and not drop
off and we did. We prepared bet-
ter for this game. We' ve shown
progressevery week andthat’sthe
idea. We started a new season to-
night. We have some lofty goals
for this season.

“We executed well physically
but I'’'m most proud of theway we
mentally prepared for the game.

“Our special teams played re-
aly, really well. On punt returns,
wedid agood job of catching the
ball and getting to the wall. Our
kickoff team has been great all
year but we had never broken one
for atouchdown.

“Ouryoungplayerswentinand
scored two touchdowns and that
wasfunto see.

“Our talent level wasbetter than
theirs but you still have to go out
and execute. In all fairness to
Oshorne, they arereally beat up.
Their tailback is hurt so they
moved their quarterback to
tailback. | feel for Clint Merritt.
He's doing a great job with his
players. He's working hard with
hisplayers.

“We need to keep thisgamein
perspective. We know what it's
liketobeontheother end after last
week. We need to forget the big
score by which wewon. We have
to line up and play again this
week.”

Linebacker Lance Roe was
leading tackler for the Blue Jays
with seven solo tackles and five
assists for 12 total. He was fol-
lowed by Broeckelman, seven so-
los, oneassist, eight total ; Brooks,
threesolos, threeassists, six total;
Jared Cox, twosolos, threeassists,
five total; Davvid Stanley, four
solos, one assist, five total;
Juenemann, onesolo, threeassists,
four total; Vincent, two sol 0s, two
assists, four total ; Ables, onesol o,
twoassists, threetotal ; Davis, two
solos, one assist, three total;
Dreher, twosolos, oneassist, three
total; Matt Engel, two solos, one
assist, three total; Nuzum, three
solos; VanEaton, two solos, one
assist, threetotal; Kats, two sol os;
Pfannenstiel, onesolo, oneassist,
two total; Bolt, one solo; Wes
Georgeson, one solo; Coady
McMullen, one solo; Nathan
Morse, onesolo; Matt Stanley, one
assist.

Next action

Norton will travel to Stockton
thiseveningfora7p.m. Mid-Con-
tinent League contest.

GAME STATISTICS

Norton Osborne

9 First Downs 7
32-258 YardsRushing 42-123
18 Yards Passing 0
276 Total Yards 123
1-2-0  PassesCompl. 0-6-1
2-2 FumblesLost 34
9-85 Penalties 2-16
3-30 Punts 6-24.5

Norton junior tailback Blake VanEaton returned an Osborne kickoff 90 yards for a
touchdown. VanEaton also ran 51 yards from scrimmage for another Blue Jay tally in
the 55-6 victory on Friday night in Norton.

Norton will travel to Stockton
for Mid-Continent League play

By DICK BOYD

The Norton Community High
School footbal | teamwill travel to
Stockton this evening to play the
Tigersin Mid-Continent L eague
action.

Kickoff isset for 7 p.m.

Norton is 2-2 after thrashing a
visiting Osborne team 55-6 last
Friday evening. Stockton is 0-4
and lost 38-7 to county rival
Plainville on Friday.

The Tigers have five returning
senior starters from last season.
Jeremy Nelson is a senior guard
and defensive tackle and Heath
Muir, a5-9, 160 pound senior, isa
speedy passtarget. Muir alsoplays
defensive back.

“ Stocktonisnot agreat team but
they run the option on offense,”
Norton Head Coach Bruce Graber
toldthe Blue Jay Booster Club on
Wednesday evening.

“You canbeat ateamwith supe-
rior talent if you run the option
right. We haven't played much
against the option thisyear sowe
worked on it alot in practice this
week.

“Defensively, weexpectthemto
blitz alot so we have worked on
that, too.

“1 wasso proud of our effort | ast

Friday night and of the way we
prepared. We continued to play
hard the entire game against
Osborne and didn’t back off. Our
juniorvarsity alsodidasuperbjaob.
“Itdoesn’t makeany difference
who you play, you must execute
properly to win. We just need to
lineupwiththesameintensity this
Friday aswehad |ast week.”
Norton will enter the game av-
eraging 255 yards of offense per
game. One-third of the yardage
has been through the air. Senior
guarterback Luke Pfannenstiel
hasanoutstanding passconpletion
percentage. He has connected on
25 of 46 passes for 54.3 percent
and is averaging 13.4 yards per
completion.
Pfannenstiel’sleading receiver
issenior widereceiver Clay Mad-
den with 9 catches for 139 yards
andalb.4yardsper catchaverage.
Seniortailback BlakeVanEaton
istheall-purpose yardage | eader.
Hehascarriedtheball 42timesfor
181 yards, caught six passes for
106 yards and has returned four
kickoffsfor 148yardsfor atotal of
435 yards in the four games
played.
Junior fullback ChrisDavishas
playedinjust threegamesand has
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gained 191 yardson 23 carriesfor
an outstanding 8.3 yards per at-
tempt. Heisa sotheNorton punter
andhasaveraged 33.3yardson 1C
punts.

Senior kicker William Wilhite
has done a great job on kickoffs,
extra point kicks and field goals.
Heisaveraging 50.3 yardson 15
kickoffs and kicks into the enc
zonewithregularity. Heisperfect
onextrapointkicks, havingkickeo
100f 10, and perfect onfieldgoals,
having made 2 of 2.

Leading tackler for the gang-
tackling Blue Jay defenseisjun-
ior defensive back Nathan
Broeckelmanwith 27 solotackles
and 3 assists for 30 total stops.
VanEaton playslinebacker onde-
fenseandhasgarnered 17 solos, 11
assistsfor 28 total tackles. Senior
linebacker Lance Roe has 17 so-
los, 9 assistsfor 26 total tackles.

Coach Graber told the Blue Jay
Boostersthat histeam appearsto
beingood physical conditionand
that only one player, freshman
running back andlinebacker Matt
Stanley, isinjured and will not be
availablefor thegame.

Norton Junior varsity football team
remains unbeaten with 42-8 win

By DICK BOYD

The Norton Community High
School junior varsity football
team extended their unbeaten
streak to 4-0 on Monday evening
with a42-8 win over Osborne at
Osborne.

Oshorne scored on their open-
ing possession but did not threaten
therest of the game.

Norton kicked off to start the
game and Osborne put together a
scoring drive as they converted
twofourthdownsandateup seven
plus minutes on the clock. The
young Bulldogs also converted a
two-point try to take an 8-0 lead.

The Blue Jays responded
quickly. OnNorton’ssecond play
fromscrimmageafter theBulldog
kickoff, tailback Todd Bolt took
theball 50yardsonacounter play
toscoreNorton’ sfirst touchdown.
Bolt scoredtwo extrapointsonan
option pitch from quarterback
LoganKatstotiethescoreat 8-all.

On the ensuing kickoff, the
Norton defensestepped up and put
Osborneinathirdand 11 situation.
TheBulldogswent to theair. De-
fensive back Jordan Durham was
in great position and intercepted
the ball. The Blue Jay offense
scored again as Bolt hit paydirt.
Theextrapointsattempt failed but

Norton led 14-8.

After the kickoff, the Norton
defense forced an Osborne punt.
The Blue Jays put together anice
scoring driveand tallied fromthe
3-yard-line when K ats pitched to
Bolt onan option to theleft. Kats
ran an option keeper for the two
extra points to make it a 22-8
game.

Norton kicked off again to
Osborneand, onthirdandlong, the
Bulldogswenttotheair. TheBlue
Jay secondary wasready and this
time defensive back Brian
Juenemann stepped in front of a
passand took it back 38 yardsfor
atouchdown. Theextrapointsat-
tempt wasnogood but Nortonwas
ontop 28-8 at halftime.

The second half began with
Norton receiving the ball. The
BlueJaysdrovedownfield, chew-
ing up six plus minutes on the
clock and scoring on asweep | eft
by Bolt. Twotriesfor extrapoints
were successful but both were
called back on penalties. On the
third attempt from the 28-yard-
line, Kats scrambled and bowled
over aBulldog defender to score
the longest two-point conversion
of theyear and extend the Norton
lead to 36-8.

The fourth quarter moved by

unevenfully until aNorton defen-
siveblitzforcedtheOsbornequar-
terback to make a poor decision.
As defensive end Coady
McMullenwashittingtheBulldog
guarterback, he released a pass
into the flat and linebacker Zach
Dreher caught it and ran 27 yards
for another Blue Jay touchdown.
Thepoint-after try failed, making
the score42-8.

Osborne tried to score on their
last drive but the Norton defense,
composed of mostly freshmen,
stopped them on a fourth anc
seven fromthe Blue Jay 27-yard-
line. The Jaysthen kneeled onthe
ball to end the game.

“Osborne came out and stuffec
theball downour throat onthefirst
series,” said Norton Coach L ucas
Melvin.

“Their drivewasawakeup call
for our playersand, after that, we
took control of thegameand they
did not threaten again.

“lamproudof our players. They
took that first punch and then
stepped up to finish the game
strong.”

Next action

TheNortonjunior varsity foot-
ball team will play Stockton here
at 6:30 p.m. on Monday.



