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Program cultivates
youngsiers loveforoutaoors

Huntingisavalued natural heritage— one
that must be passed on from one generation
to the next. But hunter numbers are decreas-
ing, and younger generationsarein danger of
missing these treasured experiences. And
fewer hunters reduces the financial, social,
and political support needed for effective
wildlife management.

“Pass It On” isaprogram designed to re-
verse the declining trend in hunter numbers.
While the program is made up of many dif-
ferent subprograms, such as Outdoor Men-
tors, Shooting Opportunities, Hunting Ac-
cess, Special Hunts, and Education and
Awareness, its most valuable component is
you. It takesahunter to makeahunter, and it
iscritical that youth learn important life les-
sonsin the outdoors from experienced hunt-
ers.

Anyone can become involved by simply
takingayoungster huntingthisfall. Thereare
new opportunitiesthisyear tomakethosefirst
huntsrewarding, quality experiences. Anyone
born on or after July 1, 1957, must success-
fully complete an approved coursein hunter
educationbeforehuntingin Kansas— except
that anyone 15 years old and younger may
hunt without hunter education certification
provided they areunder direct supervision of
anadult 18 or older. Thereisnominimumage
to apply for and receive big game or turkey
permits.

YOUTH WATERFOWL SEASON — In

each of the duck zones, two dayswill be set
asidefor youthwaterfowl hunting (ducksand
dark geese). Hunters 15 and younger may
hunt under the supervision of an adult 21 or
older. The adult may NOT hunt but must
possess al licenses and stamps required to
hunt.

YOUTH UPLAND BIRD SEASON—Nov.
5-6isaweekend for youth to hunt pheasants
andquail prior tothetraditional openingday.
Y outh 16 and younger may hunt under the
supervisionof anadult 18 or older. Thesuper-
visingadult may not hunt. Daily baglimitsare
half theregular season limits.

YOUTH SPRING TURKEY SEASON —
The spring of 2006 will offer aspring turkey
seasonforyouth 16 andyounger accompanied
by anadult 18 or older. Thedatesare April 7-
9. Theadult may not hunt.

Other special hunt opportunities and
wingshooting clinicswill beavailable. Con-
tact your nearest Kansas Wildlife and Parks
office or local sportsmen’s group such as
chaptersof Quail Unlimited, Pheasants For-
ever, Ducks Unlimited and National Wild
Turkey Federation.

Big Brothers Big Sisters (BBBS) is also
sponsoring youth/mentor eventsin coopera-
tion with local sportsmen’s groups. Contact
MikeChristensen, 316-263-3300for morein-
formation on BBBS events.

For moreinformationon* PassltOn,” con-
tact MikeMiller, 620-672-5911.

Clinic encourages shooting sports

COUNCIL GROVE— Areayoutharein-
vited to attend a free wingshooting and gun
safety clinic on Saturday, Oct. 15, at Council
Grove Reservoir. Sponsored by the Kansas
Department of Wildlifeand Parks (KDWP),
theU.S. Army Corpsof Engineers(COE), the
Neosho Valley Chapter of Quail Unlimited
(QU),andMorrisCounty hunter educationin-
structors, thisspecial event will provide par-
ticipants with an opportunity to learn basic
wingshooting skills. Controlled live-firein-
struction and a computer hunting simulator
will teach safe, responsible shooting tech-
niques.

Participantswill beprovidedgunsafety and
wingshooting instruction by National Rifle
Associationand National Sporting ClaysAs-
sociation certified shotgun instructors. All
gear and supplies, including shotguns, shells,
targets, andeyeand ear protectionwill bepro-
vided by KDWP's “Pass It On” Program.
Teachingtechniquesaredesignedto havestu-
dents breaking targets by the end of the ses-

sion.

Anyonebetweentheagesof 10and 16 may
participate. Participantsarerequired to pre-
register for the event. Students are not re-
quiredto have compl eted ahunter education
course, butitispreferred. Theevent will be-
ginat 12 p.m. at the COE-managed areabe-
tween Marina Cove and Neosho Park, ap-
proximately one-quarter mile west of the
COE office at the west end of the dam.
Check-in and afree lunch will be provided
by QU fromnoonto 1 p.m. Followinglunch,
aKDWP law enforcement officer and K-9
(dog) companionwill provideademonstra-
tion. Shooting instruction will follow and
will end at approximately 4 p.m.

Theeventispart of KDWP' s“PassIt On”
Program, designedtoincreasethepercentage
of Kansanswho hunt. Thoseinterested arere-
minded to pre-register before Oct. 10. For
more information, contact Brent Konen,
Council Grove Wildlife Area manager, at
620-767-5900.

Demonstrations, hunts,
auction and games are
planned for rendezvous

OSBORNE —The Kansas Fur Harvester Association (KFHA)
will hold its Annual Fall Rendezvousin Osborne on Oct 7-9 this
year. This allows central and western Kansas trappers and fur-
bearer hunters closer access to this traditional gathering. This
year’s event will begin at the Osborne Fairgrounds at 6 a.m. Fri-
day morning with breakfast. Activities will run through noon
Sunday. Admission is free, and the public is welcome. A food
stand and concessions will be offered.

The eventwill include a dealer trade show featuring a large se-
lection of trapping and furharvesting supplies. Trapping meth-
ods and predator calling demonstrations will feature six well-
known professional trappers from Minnesota, Texas, lowa, and
Nebraska, plus Kansas experts showing the latest in new setsand
equipment. Houndsmenwill hold asession on raccoon dog train-
ingat1p.m. Saturday and sponsor a public raccoon hunt on Sat-
urday night.

North American Fur Auctions will conduct ongoing fur han-
dling demonstrations both Friday and Saturday, as well as the
trapping demonstrations for bobcat, coyote, raccoon and other
furbearers.

Friday evening will feature a social gathering and bonfire. A
field trip for kidswill be held Saturday at 2 p.m. Saturday evening
will feature a banquet, KFHA awards, and a fur style show, fol-
lowed by a “white elephant” auction. Games for kids and a tail-
gate flea market will round out the event.

Ample camper and tent space is available. For motel reserva-
tions, phone 785-346-5413 or 785-454-3345. For more infor-
mation and aschedule of events, contact KFHA president W. R.
Brecheisen at 620-431-2772, Roger Macy at 785-346-2076, or
Cleo Hahn at 785-346-2773.

Goob Luck FISHERMEN!

Charles
Worden
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