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Upland bird outlook looks good

(Continued from Page 1)
Region 3 — Southwest Kansas

Overall, Region3will provideagoodtoex-
cellentupland bird seasonthisyear. Morethan
407,000 acres of WIHA are availablein the
regionthisyear. Last seasonwasgoodinmost
areas of the southwest, and there were good
numbersof adult birdscarried over thisspring
for breeding. Production has been very good
in most counties with the best reports for
pheasant and quail being from Garden City
east. Some hail in counties along the Kansas
— Colorado line may have hurt local bird
numbers. Much of the southwest has heavy
cover goinginto thefall hunting season.

Reports for the Cimarron National Grass-
landindi cate pheasant and quail numbersmay
be down some from last year but still fair to
goodfor pheasantsand goodfor quail. L esser
prairie chicken hunters should be abletofind
good numbersof birdson the Grassland.

Region 4— Southcentral Kansas

Region 4 will have 25,255 acressigned up
inWIHA thisfall. Cover conditionsfor all of
Region 4 are excellent because of abundant
summer rainfall. Excellent cover may bepre-
venting observationsof latebroods. Late June
rains delayed a portion of the wheat harvest
which may havebeen beneficial tobrood sur-
vival. July stormsbrought somelocally heavy
hail in portions of southern Reno and
Kingman counties. Hail also hit in parts of
Rice, McPhersonand Marioncounties. Heavy
August rains in much of the region flooded
low-lying fields and may have reduced suc-
cessof late nesting efforts.

QUAIL — IntheFlint Hillscounties, quail
numbers appear to be similar to last year
(somewhatimprovedover severa yearsago).
Inthenorth part of theFlint Hills, populations
arestill somewhat depressed when compared
to the 10-year average. In the southern Flint
Hills, ranchersare reporting more quail than
seeninsevera years. Quail inthesouthernand
western portions of Region 4 rangefromfair
togood. Overall, populationsseemtobevery
similar tolast year.

PHEASANT — Pheasant carryover in the
primary Region 4 pheasant range was excel -
lent. Productionthisyear appearsto beabout

average in much of the region, which will
mean ahigher percentageof adult birdsinthe
popul ation when the season opens. Good re-
ports have come from areas in Marion,
McPherson, Rice and Reno counties. Over-
all, populationswill besimilartolastyearwith
someincreaseslocally.

PRAIRIE CHICKENS— Very few reports
have been received. Range conditions have
improved significantly in the northern Flint
Hills over the droughts of 2001-2003.Hunt-
ing success should besimilar tolast year.

Region 5— Southeast Kansas

QUAIL —Overal, quail numbersintheRe-
gion5continueto bebel ow thelong-term av-
erage. However, theeastern portion of there-

gion anticipates improved conditions com-
paredto last year; thisimprovement is based
oncontactswithlandownersandincreasesin
whistle counts and brood surveys. Severe
weather through the summer probably im-
pacted quail populationslocally. More than
44,000 acresof WIHA areavailableinRegion
5thisfall.

PRAIRIE CHICKEN—Prairiechickenpro-
duction was poor this spring and summer, as
isthefall outlook. A combinationof extensive
spring burning and severeweather arethepri-
mary reasons for the poor production year
with an overall population that isstruggling.
Mostlandowners are reporting seeing few
small broods.

Sebelius Reservoir — Temperature: 73°
Lake Elevation: 17.70"' below Conservation Pool

Channel Catfish — Good (wide range)
Are pickingup afewin Leota Cove, the
mouth of Schoen’s Cove and the
North side (below the office) using
shad, minnows and worms on the
bottom. Set lines have been produc-
tive at the mouth of Schoen’s Cove
and around Leota Cove.

Crappie —Poor (10 to 14 inches) Catch-
ing an occasional crappie off the Public
Fishing Dock and Marina Dock using
jigs with minnows under a bobber.

Wipers — Fair (3 to 8 pounds) Have
been catching some Wipers outside of
Concrete Cove, off South side of the
dam and also the mouth of Leotaand
Schoens Cove using night crawlers,
minnows and bluegill. Most of the fish
are running in the 18 to 22 inch size
range. Arecentsample revealed good
numbers of young wipers.

Black Bass—Fair (10to 16 inches) Some
Bass being caught off the Dam and in
Leota Cove using spinner baits and
crank baits.
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Saugeye/Walleye — Poor (18 to 22
inches) Have been catching a few
Saugeye near the South shore road
bed and East of Schoens Cove using a
jig with minnow or worm. A recent
sample revealed good numbers of
young saugeye and good numbers of
keeper fish were observed. Remem-
ber the 18 inch length limit.

General Comments — Currently, the
water level is 0.37" higher than it was
oneyearago at thistime. The 15inch
LengthLimitonLargemouth Bass that
was temporarily removed in 2003, has
been reinstated. Therefore, thereisa
15 inch Length Limit in effect for
Largemouth and Spotted Bass. We are
currently running a creel census at
Sebelius thisyear so if approached by
our creel clerk Larry Johnson please
take a few minutes to answer a few
questions. The fish feeder is now in
operation and feeds on 3 hour inter-
vals, starting at 6 a.m. and ending at
9p.m.

The Park office isnow open Monday thru
Friday 8am-4:15pm. Please call (785) 877-
2953 before making a special trip to the
park, due to our annual training require-
ments the office is sometimes closed dur-
ing normal business hours. We enjoyed
having Governor Sebelius visit the park for
our 4th of July Celebration, and hope she
plans to visit again soon! (for more images
see ourgallery) Don’tforget thatsites #31-
40 are now “Prime sites” and a $2 fee will
be charged in addition to your regular
camping fees for those sites. The cabin is
available for rent this fall during the hunt-
ing seasons. It is equipped with heat and
airconditioning, arefrigerator, and micro-
wave. Please remember to always wear
your life jacket when you’re on the water,
it could save your life. Wildlife observation,
including pheasant, quail, whitetailed deer,
waterfowl, and of course, the prairie dogs
isexcellent thistime of year. Catfishing has
beenvery good, butmost other speciesare
sporatic this time of year. The current wa-
ter elevation is 2286.8, or 17.5 feet below
conservation pool. Construction is under-
way onanew boatramp, parking area, and
vault restroom facility on the east side of
Leota Cove. We have had many requests
forthese facilities at that location. We were
very fortunate to acquire Federal Motor
Boat Access funds for this project. The to-
tal project should be completed by fall.

Please join us for the following special
events at Prairie Dog State Park:

= 10/8 - Colorado Bass Anglers Associa-
tion Tournament

If you have questions pertaining to the
park, call the park office at (785) 877-2953.

Questions pertaining to the Norton Wild-
life Area or hunting should be directed to
Cris Mulder, PublicLands Managerat (785)
877-2953.

Questions pertaining to fishing should be
directed to Mark Shaw, Fisheries Biologist
at(785) 425-6775.

» Cable TV/HBO
» 35 Rooms

Home Away From Home!

ROOKS
e VIO T E L s

» Touch Tone Phones
» Non-Smoking Rooms Available
» Electric Hookups for Boat Batteries Available » Free Continental Breakfast

Highway 36 and 283, Norton, Kansas 67654
785-877-3381

Reservations: 1-800-494-9244 e Fax 785-877-2188

Ron and Vicki Fisher,
Owner and Operator

» Queen and King Size Beds
» Major Credit Cards




