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Reservoir News
TIME TO GO A HUNTIN

Upland bird hunting opportunities state-
wide appear to be very good for the upcom-
ing seasons. Good cover conditions, as well
asmorethan 1 millionacresof Walk InHunt-
ing Areas and more than 500,000 acres of
publicwildlifeareasavail ableto hunterswill
again make Kansas one of the premier desti-
nationsfor pheasant, quail and prairiechicken
hunters. Hunters will find long seasons and
liberal bag limitsin Kansas.

STATEWIDE SUMMARY

PHEASANT — Pheasant numbersappear to
be up considerably inthewestern half of the
state. East of U.S. 281, substantial rainsthe
first two weeks of June may have hurt chick
survival statewide; summer brood counts
show the number of broods seenissimilar to
last year.

QUAIL —Quail seemtobesignificantly up
inthewest, aswell asmost of the southcentral
part of the state. Early Junewet weather may
not have substantially impacted the quail
hatch, since the peak is usually the last two
weeks of that month. While some areashave
been impacted, the hunting opportunities
shouldbesimilarintheeasternhaf of thestate
asthe past coupleof years.

PRAIRIE CHICKEN — Kansasishometo
both the greater and lesser prairie chicken.
L esser prairiechickensarefoundinthesouth-
west part of thestate. Popul ationsof both spe-
ciesappear stableacrossthemajor portion of
their ranges, and do offer somegood hunting
opportunitiesnot foundin other states. There
isan early season, Sept. 15 through Oct. 15,
for greater prairiechickensintheeastern half
of the state with the best opportunities being
intheHintHillsregion. Therehavebeensome
changesto the late prairie chicken seasonin
Kansas. That seasonwill be Nov. 19 through
Jan. 31intheeast and northwest part of Kan-
sas. I nthe southwest, the seasonwill be Nov.
19 through Dec. 31.

REGIONAL SUMMARIES
Region 1
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Northwest and Northcentral Kansas

Nesting and brood rearing habitat condi-
tionswere good thisyear throughout most of
Region 1. Extremely hot, dry conditionsdur-
ing July and heavy rainsinthenortheast por-
tions of the region probably impacted brood
survival to some extent. However an early
hatch in many areaswith somere-nestingin
othersappearstohavemoderated thosel osses,
and good numbers of birds should be avail-
ablethisfall.

In addition to more than 72,000 acres of
state and federal public ground, more than
420,000 acres of WIHA will be openin Re-
gion1thisyear. Latesummer rainsbenefited
grassandforbgrowth. Hunters
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region. The better hunting opportunitieswill
befoundintheeasternand central portionsof
the region. Production appeared to be good
thisyear, with many small flocksoccupying
thelarger blocksof nativerangeland.
Region 2— Northeast Kansas
PHEASANT — Thepheasant populationin
Region 2 continuesto bebelow thelongterm
average. [t appearsthat pheasant numberswill
besimilartolastyearinmost of theregionwith
numbersupslightly inthenorthwestern coun-
ties. Habitat conditionswill begoodto excel-
lent throughout theregion. Thebest opportu-
nitieswill beinthenorthwest counties, butthe
outlook will probably beonly fairforeventhis
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area. Region 2 has 101,684 acresenrolled in
the WIHA programthisfall.

QUAIL — Quail numbers appear to be be-
low averagein Region 2 again in 2005. L ate
summer heavy rainsinmuchof theregionmay
have had some negativeimpact on the popu-
lation. These rains have created good to ex-
cellent habitat conditions. Early reportsfrom
landownersindicated aslightincreaseinquail
numbers but few broods are being seen this
fall. Heavy cover may beafactor inthis. The
hunting projectionfor quail intheregionwill
be poor to fair with somespotty areas of bet-
ter conditions.

(Continued on Page 2)

should concentrate on areas
that providequality cover with
good food sources.

PHEASANT — Overall,
pheasant densities for 2005
appear to be similar or im-
proved over 2004 throughout
most of Region 1, with the
highest densities occurring in
the eastern half of the region.
However, look for noticeable
improvements in the west in
areasof good cover, especially
inthenorthern counties.

QUAIL — Quail numbers
appear to be continuing on an
upward trend. Quail densities
appear moderately higher than
last year throughout most of
thetraditional quail habitatsin
Region1, especialyintheeast.
Also, hunters should find in-
creased numbers of birdsin
pockets of the central portion
of Region 1.

PRAIRIE CHICKEN —
Prairie chicken populations
appear tobeexpandinginboth
numbers and range within the

Upland bird hunting should be good this year, especially in northwest Kansas.
— Photo by Bill Bussen



