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Farm tractors should be equipped for roll-over ac-
cidents.

More than half of all farm tractors are not equipped
with a roll-over protective structure (ROPS). ROPS and
seat belt-equipped tractors would save approximately
350 lives annually on U.S. farms.

Farm tractors should be equipped with bypass
starter covers.

Many farm tractors do not have bypass starter cov-
ers for preventing jump starting. Tractor operators may
attempt to jump start a farm tractor if the battery is
dead. If the tractor is in gear, it could lurch forward and
run over operators and innocent bystanders. A bypass
starter cover would save lives.

Farm tractors should be equipped with master
shields.

Many farm tractors do not have their original equip-
ment power take-off master shields. Many master
shields are removed by farmers and are not replaced.
If the missing shield exposes an operating power take-
off, operators are at risk for entanglement around the
spinning shaft.

Farm tractors should be equipped with SMV em-
blems.

Many farm tractors driven on public highways do not
have a Slow Moving Vehicle (SMV) emblem. State ve-

hicle codes require the mounting of an SMV emblem
on equipment moving at less than 25 miles per hour
on highways. SMV emblems warn other drivers of the
slow moving vehicle on the roadway.

Farm tractors should be equipped with emer-
gency lighting.

Many farm tractors do not have functioning haz-
ard warning lights. Operating headlights and haz-
ard warning lights provide advance warning for other
drivers sharing the highway with farm equipment.

Farm equipment should be hitched properly.
Farm tractors may become unstable when im-

proper hitching is attempted. Tractor drawbars are
designed for towing and take into account the
tractor’s crucial center of gravity. Hitching or towing
at points other than the drawbar may result in a rear
over-turn.

Farm tractors should not transport extra passen-
gers.

Most farm tractors are only designed for one per-
son. Extra riders on farm tractors is discouraged due
to the hazard associated with falling from the trac-
tor or falling into the path of trailing equipment.
Carrying passengers may divert the attention of the
driver from the important task of operating the trac-
tor.

The Plain
Facts ...

About Tractor
Safety

Kansas State University Research and Extension farm safety
specialist John Slocombe offers the following guidelines for
farmers and non-farmers who meet on the road.

*Farm machinery has a legal right to use public roads just
as other motor vehicles.

*Farm machinery can unexpectedly turn onto a public road
from a field or driveway. It is important for everyone’s safety
to have patience and share the road.

*Farm machinery travels slower than normal traffic, often
at speeds of 25 miles per hour or less. Automobile drivers must
quickly identify farm equipment and slow down immediately
to avoid rear end crashes.

*Farm machinery operators may not be able to see you be-
cause the large equipment or a load can block part of their
rearward view. If you can’t see the driver, the driver can’t see
you.

*Slow moving farm machinery traveling less than 25 miles
per hour should display a slow moving vehicle emblem on
the back of the equipment. This is a quickly identifiable sign
to other motorists.

*Machinery that is half on the road and half on the shoul-
der may suddenly move completely onto the road.

*Extra-wide farm machinery may take up more than one
lane to avoid hitting obstacles such as mailboxes and road
signs.

Before passing farm machinery:

*Check to be sure the machinery is not turning left. Look
for left turn lights or hand signals. If the machinery slows and

Tips For Farmers and Rural Motorists:
How To Coexist With Farm Equipment On The Road

OWNER, DON KAUS

113 W. Washington Box 299
Norton, KS • (785) 877-3002

Enhance your windows with the
beauty of sheers and the easy style
of vertical blinds. Soft sheer verti-
cals by Mohawk Custom Window
Fashions create a stunning look in
any home

Our Window Fashions
Will Floor You!

Kansasland Tire Co.
“Your Local Goodyear Dealer”

201E. HOLME, NORTON—1-800-794-4983
SEE THEM FOR ALL YOUR FARM TIRE NEEDS

Get Up to $75 Free Gas
on Selected Set

of Four
Goodyear

TiresSale Ends October 10

WE OFFER:
•Oil Changes •Brakes •Alignments •Tune-Ups

•A/C Work •Tire Repairs •New Tires
•Belts/Hoses •Shocks/Struts

NOW AVAILABLE AT

National Freedom Family Offer

Additional taxes, surcharges and fees may apply, including a 56¢ Regulatory Cost Recovery fee and a 59¢
Telecom Connectivity fee. These fees are not taxes or government-required charges. Other surcharges may
include federal and state mandated Universal Service Fund fees and a 911 fee of up to $1.94. Limited-time
offer at participating locations. Requires service agreement, credit approval and approved handset. $200
early termination fee applies. Activation fees may apply. Other restrictions apply. Terms and conditions are
available at Authorized Agent locations or www.alltel.com

785-874-4718 — TOLL FREE 866-944-5225

107 E. MAIN
NORTON, KS

67654

2 Mobile Lines-$75.00 A Month
•Share 1,000 National Freedom Anytime Minutes

•Unlimited Mobile-to-Mobile Minutes
•Unlimited Nights and Weekend Minutes

(BEGINNING AT 7:00 P.M.)
•Up to 3 Additional Lines May Be Added ($9.99 Each)

Keep All Equipment
and Machinery

in Good
Working Order

McMullen and Wyatt Auctions
and McMullen Real Estate

113 N. State, Norton, Kansas — Phone 785-877-3299

Aaron R. White, DVM • Sarah Ketterl White, DVM
801 W. Holme — Norton, KS  — 785-877-2411 — Fax: 785-874-4976

Invest in Farm Safety—It Pays!!
24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

•Preventative Medicine and Surgery
•Herd Health Management •Reproductive Ultrasound

•Haul-in Facility    •Dentistry
•Equine Health Care and Reproductive Services
                                  •Professional Grooming

                              •Comfortable Boarding Kennels

Hours: Mon.-Fri., 8-5 p.m.
Saturday Hours: 9 a.m.-noon

     Norton Animal
   Health Center, Ltd.

Offering local
telephone,

long distance,
cable television

and Lightning Jack
High-Speed Internet!

117 N. NORTON • NORTON, KS 67654 • 877-5135

Save MONEY and TIME!
— WE COME TO YOU —

REPAIR first, REPLACE when necessary

All American Glass
Auto Glass Repair and Replacement
TOLL FREE — 866-312-2257

Owners: Shane and Kirsten Baird, Long Island, KS

★ Fast - Free Mobile Service
★ NGA Certified Technicians

★ OEM Materials Used
★ Insurance Claims Welcome

★ Emergency Service

Prompt ~ Efficient
Confidential Service ~ Bonded Abstracters

Jolene L. Weiser ~ Owner
Phone 785-877-2141 • Fax 785-877-2185

Commercial Federal Bank

Security Abstract Company

The importance
of safe farming
cannot be
overstated. Your
whole operation
depends upon it.

©2005 American Family Mutual Insurance Company and its Subsidiaries
Home Office — Madison, WI 53783

American Family welcomes

to our American Family

team. Call

for all your 

insurance needs.

A 
Family

Welcome

©1997 American Family Mutual Insurance Company and its Subsidiaries
Home Office – Madison, WI 53783

www.amfam.com
NA-07493   Rev. 10/02

Curt P Wahlmeier Agency
111 W Washington

(785) 877-5802 Bus
Norton, KS 67654

cwahlmei@amfam.comAll your protection under one roof ®

All your Protection
Under One Roof
(785)

877-5802
I can help you with all your insurance
needs and financial services. Count on
me for prompt, friendly service. Call
today.

www.amfam.com NA-16960

Take Charge of Your
Safety and Health

The Life You Save
May Be Your Own

pulls toward the right side of the road, the operator is likely
preparing to make a wide left turn. Likewise, sometimes to
make a right turn with wide equipment, the driver must fade
to the left.

*Determine if the road is wide enough for you and the ma-
chinery to safely share.

*Look for roadside obstacles such as mailboxes, bridges, or
road signs that may cause the machinery to move to the cen-
ter of the road.

*Be sure there is adequate distance for you to safely pass.


