Boys take second,
girls third in Trego
Cross country meet

By DICK BOYD

The Norton Community High
School boys placed second and
girls, third, in the Trego Cross
Country Invitational Meet Thurs-
day in WaK eeney.

Thomas More Prep-Marian of
Hayswontheboyschampionship
with 50 points, followed by
Norton, 62; Hoisington, 95; Trego,
106; Ness City, 113; Lakin, 135;
Quinter, 138; and Hill City, 149.

Thegirlschampionshipwentto
Hill City with 55 points, followed
by ThomasMore, 57; Norton, 62;
Lakin, 73; Quinter, 110; and
Trego, 123.

Norton freshman Laura Lee
Baird won her second champion-
shipinthreestartsassheranaway
from the field to earn the gold in
12 minutes, 44 seconds.

Baird won the Norton Invita-
tional in 13:58, then placed sixth
inWamegoin 13:24.43.

In winning at Trego, Baird de-
feated Molly Schmeidler, Thomas
More, whowonlast year’sracein
13:29. Despite bettering her time
to 13:18 thisyear, shewasunable
to catch the flying Baird and had
to settlefor second place.

“LauraLeeran asuper race,”
said Coach Deyton Hager. “ She
worked very hard this week. We
had her running with the boys to
improveher timeandit paid off for
her. Yet, we both know that sheis
not at thetime sheneedsjust yet.”

Placing fifth for the Lady Jays
was freshman KaraJo Jones in
13:48, her best time of the year.
Jones placed fifth at Norton, as
well, whereran 15:12 and 25th at
Wamegoin 14:31.28.

“KaraJo also ran very well,”
said Coach Hager. “Her time
keepsimproving and that iswhat
she must do every week.”

Amber Overlease has been
nursinganinjury soranforthefirst
time. She placed 16th in 15:10.
Sheplacedsixthlastyearin14:46.

“WithAmber back inthelineup,
it seemed to give us more confi-
dence,” said Coach Hager. “ Sheis
not back to full strength but there
weresometimesthisweekinprac-
tice where she showed me some
good things. So, | |et her get her
feet wet just to seeif she could go
the distance. We will see better
thingsfromherinweekstocome.”

Karlynn Kent also improved.
She placed 23rd in 15:31 com-
pared to Wamego where she was
53rd in 15:40.49 and 21st in
Nortonin 16:56.

Karlie Jones, who has been
nursing a sore foot, finished in
25thwithaclockingof 15:37. She
placed seventhinthe sameracea
year ago in 14:49. She finished
17th at Norton in the season
opener in 16:19 and 50th at
Wamegoin 15:34.18.

In the boys division, Norton
freshman Zach Bainter was
clockedin17:20toplaceseventh.
Bainter was first at Norton in

18:45 and did not finish at
Wamego, where he tried to run
withthesenior Ginther twinsfrom
ThomasMore.

Cole Ginther won in 15:43,
quite abit faster than hiswinning
time of 16:23 last year. Tyler
Ginther, who placed second last
year in 16:41, finished sixth just
ahead of Bainter in 17:08.

“ZachBainter got back ontrack
inthisrace,” said Coach Hager.

LoganKeiswetter finishedright
behind Bainter at eighthin 17:44.
Keiswetter placed 13thlastyearin
18:31, 10thinNortonin19:24 and
20thinWamegoin 19:02.39.

“Logan ran his best time this
year and was faster than last year
in the same race,” said Coach
Hager.

Jared Engel bert finishedin 13th
in17:56. Lastyear hewas11thbut
in18:24. Hewasseventhat Norton
in 19:20 and 23rd at Wamego in
19:21.02.

Finishing in 18th was Kent
Mann in 18:26. He was 15th last
year in 18:35.6. Mann placed
fourthat Nortonin19:12and 12th
at Wamegoin 18:34.34.

Jared Bebb was 26th in 19:03.
Heplaced 18thinNortonin20:11
and 49th in Wamego in 20:22.99.

Finishing in 30th place for
Norton was Camilo Brireno with
atimeof 19:29. Hewonthejunior
varsity race in the Norton Invita-
tional in 20:34 and placed 63rd at
Wamego in 20:50.57.

Tanner Griffith placed 40th in
20:16. Hefinished 27th at Norton
in 20:51 and 70th at Wamego in
21:07.31.

Cody Nickell won the junior
varsity racein 19:29. Hewasfol-
lowed to the finish line by Luke
VanSkike in 19:36 and David
Counter at fourth in 20:01.
Counter had placed 34th in the
varsity raceat Nortonin21:29and
91st at Wamego in 22:32.06.

BryceEngelbertalsoranforthe
Norton junior varsity and placed
18thin22:38. Also competingfor
the Blue Jay junior varsity was
Philip Van Der Weelewho placed
23rdin 23:41.

“Cody ranverywell today,” said
CoachHager. “Heknewtherewas
achancetobringhomesomehard-
ware.

‘Lukedidasuperjobandisim-
proving histime.

“1 knew this would not be an
easy day for either theboysor girls
teams,” said Coach Hager.

“Wehad our work cut out for us
today and we came through it re-
ally strong.

“Theboys racewasredly tough
and our boysknew they would all
havetorunwell togetthejobdone.
Unfortunately, two of our boys
didn’t run like we hoped they
would.”

Nortonwill competeintheHill
City Invitational Cross Country
Meet on Thursday, beginning at 5
p.m.
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Blue Jays fall to Redmen in football

(Continued from Page 12)

Pfannenstiel returnedthe Smith
Center kickoff to the 28. On first
down, Nortonfumbled and Smith
Center recovered on the Norton
29. Joneslost twoyards, then Wil -
son ran to the 25 before Dreher
tackledhim. Jonesrantothe 19 but
a holding penalty against the
Redmenmovedtheball back tothe
35. Windscheffel ran the keeper
and Ables knocked him out of
bounds on the 24. On fourth and
six, Jared Cox made a timely
tacklefor Nortononthe20andthe
Blue Jays regained possession of
theball.

VanEatongained oneyard, then
Pfannenstiel picked upfour yards
upthemiddle. A Pfannenstiel pass
fell incompleteand M orsepunted
to the Smith Center 49 with 2:29
leftinthefirsthaf. SmithCenter’s
second long pass of the night fell
incomplete. Ricegained oneyard
before Matt Engel tackled him.
Windscheffel tried a keeper but
VanEatonstoppedhimfornogain.
Smith Center punted into theend
zoneand Nortongot theball onthe
20. VanEaton gained nothing and
Pfannenstiel wassacked onthe18
as the first half ended with the
Redmen leading 20-7.

Third quarter

Smith Center kicked off to start
the second half and Pfannenstiel
returned the ball to the 30.
Pfannenstiel gained four yardson
a keeper, then a pass fell incom-
plete. On third down, Roe broke
severd tacklesashechurnedtothe
41 for afirst down. After another
incompletepass, Nortonappeared
to lose the ball on afumble but
Smith Center was whistled for
grabbingafacemask and, after the
penalty, the Jays had the ball on
their 43.

Roe gained nothing on the next
down, however, and apassfell in-
complete. Morsepuntedtothe28.
Anunsportsmanlikeconduct pen-
aty against Nortonmovedtheball
totheSmith Center 43. Riceranto
the Norton 45 before VanEaton
tackledhim. Ricegotthecall again
and ran for afirst down on the
Norton 28. Jonesran for 10 more
yardsand another first down.

Rice plunged to the 15 before
defensive tackle Mark Scheetz
made the tackle. Jones gained
oneyard, then an encroachment
penalty cost the Redmen five
yards. Windscheffel ran for a
first down on the 7, Rice ran to
thel and the next down hescored
a Smith Center touchdown.
Jones tried for two extra points
andwasstopped but the Redmen
had increased their lead to 26-7
with 6:14 left.

Pfannenstiel returned the kick-
off to the Norton 30. Roe gained
two yards, then Pfannenstiel
passed to tight end Jared Cox on
the Norton 48 for afirst down. A
holding penalty against Smith
Center wasdeclined. Onceagain,
the Blue Jays were unable to
mount ascoring drive. VanEaton
lost four yards and Pfannenstiel
losttwoyardsontwoplays. Morse
punted tothe Smith Center 32and
a blocking in the back penalty
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against the Redmen moved the
ball back to their 20.

Onfirstdown, Smith Center got
out of theholewhen Ricegotloose
and was finally tackled by
Broeckelman on the Norton 25.
Jones ran to the 19 and
Broeckelman made the tackle
again. Onthenext down, Jonesran
over theleft sideof thelinefor the
Redmen’s fourth touchdown.
Jones was stopped in histry for
two more points but the Redmen
led 32-7 with 2:35 till left in the
third quarter.

VanEaton returned the kickoff
to the 29. VanEaton lost two
yards, apassfell incomplete, then
a pass was intercepted by Jared
Hayes on the Norton 47. Smith
Center fumbled the ball but re-
covered for aoneyard gain. Tate
Arnoldranfor afirstdownonthe
Norton35. A passfell incompl ete,
thenArnoldranover therightside
for another Smith Center touch-
down. A passfor extrapointswas
incompleteand Smith Center led
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38-7 with 23 seconds left in the
period.

Pfannenstiel returned the kick-
off tothe27. VanEatongainedjust
oneyardasthethird quarter ended
with Smith Center leading 38-7.

Fourth quarter

In an attempt to close the gap,
Norton went to the air again and
again with disastrous results.
Smith Center intercepted the ball
on their 40. On first down, Jones
ran over the left side of the line
again for atouchdown. Rice was
inaccurate in an extra point kick
and the Redmen led 44-7 with
11:40 remaining inthe game.

Pfannenstiel returned the kick-
off to the 23. After losing three
yards, he passed to Madden for a
first down on the 36. A pass to
VanEaton gained three more
yards. Pfannenstiel ran to the 42
but another pass was incomplete
andMorsepunted. Jonesreturned
theball tothe Smith Center 44 but
the Redmen were whistled for
holding and Norton got the ball at
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Norton linemen block for senior quarterback Luke Pfannenstiel as he prepares to fire
aforward pass during the Blue Jays’ game at Smith Center on Friday. Despite having
four intercepted passes, Pfannenstiel completed 8 of 17 for 95 yards in the contest.
— Telegram photo by Dick Boyd

mid-field.

Pfannenstiel went back to the
passing game and Windscheffel
intercepted the ball at mid-field.
Arnold gained several yardshut &
personal foul penalty against the
BlueJaysmovedtheball tothe35.
Thenextdown, Ricescored Smith
Center’s final touchdown of the
night. Ricekicked thisextrapoint
and Smith Center led 51-7 with
8:19 |eft.

The Smith Center point advan-
tage put the continuous
scoreboard clock into effect.
Pfannenstiel returned the kickoff
totheNorton36andjunior varsity
playerstook over at this point for
both teams. Tailback Todd Bolt
carriedtheball ninestraight times
and, onhisfinal carry, hesprinteg
25 yards to the corner of the enc
zonefor Norton'sfinal touchdown
astimeranout.

Boltalsoranfortwoextrapoints
and just missed the end zone tc
make the final score 51-13in fa-
vor of Smith Center.
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