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Norton football team defeats Plainville

By DICK BOYD

The Norton Community High
School football boys eliminated
some of their first game mistakes
andevenedtheirrecordat 1-1with
a 29-8 Mid-Continent League
football victory at Plainville on
Friday.

Coach Bruce Graber’s Blue

Jays scored in every quarter as |

they doubledtheyardageandfirst
downsonthe Cardinals.

Norton gained 245 yards on 43
rushing attempts to average 5.7
yardsper carry andadded 93yards
throughtheair for 338 yardstotal
offense.

TheBlueJay defenselimitedthe
Cardinals to 84 yards rushing on
39carriesand 75yardsthroughthe
air for 159 yards of offense.

Nortonhad 18first downscom-
pared to ninefor Plainville.

TheBlueJaysreceivedthekick-
off and, on the first play from
scrimmage, junior fullback Chris
Davis found a big hole in the
Plainvillelineandran 39 yardsto
the Cardinal 25. The Plainville
defense stiffened and Norton
faced a fourth down on the 15.
Senior kicker William Wilhite
kept his season record perfect by
kickinga32-yardfieldgoal togive
the Jays a 3-0 lead with 7:26 |eft
inthe quarter.

After an exchange of punts,
Plainville punted again and
Nortonfumbledthereception. The
CardinalsrecoveredontheNorton
47 as the first quarter cameto a
close.

Again, theNortondefenseheld
and forced a punt. Thistime the
defense blocked the punt and
Norton took over ontheir 39.

With Davis, junior tailback
Blake VanEaton and senior quar-
terback Luke Pfannenstiel run-
ningtheball, theJaysmovedtothe
Plainville37. Seniorwidereceiver
Clay Madden got behind the Car-
dinal secondary and Pfannenstiel
hit him with a perfect pass for
Norton’s first touchdown.
Wilhite' sextrapointkick gavethe
BlueJaysal0-Oleadwith9:21 | eft
inthe half.

After the kickoff, the Norton
defenders continued to run to the
ball and gang tackle and forced
Plainvilleto punt again. The Car-
dinalsfaked apunt but thestrategy
backfired and Norton tackled the
ball carrier onthe30, short of afirst
down.

Five plays later, Pfannenstiel
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Norton junior fullback Chris Davis breaks into the open on the
first play from scrimmage in the Blue Jays’ win over Plainville and

sneaked into the end zonefor the
Jays' second touchdown. Norton
triedafakeextrapointkick but the
passwas no good and Norton led
16-Owith5:161eftinthefirst half.

Plainvilleresponded with their
best driveof thenight. Withsenior
quarterback Justin Casey leading
the offense, the Cardinalsran and
passed the ball down thefield to
scoretheir only touchdown. Casey
passed 11 yardsto senior receiver
Scott Peavey for thescore. Casey
then passed to junior tight end
LukeBrinfor two points, making
the score 16-8 at halftime.

The Cardinals picked upinthe
third quarter wherethey left off in
the second. They took thekickoff
anddrovedownfield, passingand
running.Aidedby alatehitcall on
Norton, Plainville drove to the
Norton 10. Fromthere, Casey tried
topassfor atouchdown but defen-
siveback Maddenintercepted, re-
turning the ball tothe 15.

Painville held and Davis went
back topunt. Thecenter snapwent
over his head but he ran back,
caught the ball on a bounce and,
with the help of some blocks, ran
for afirst down onthe Norton 28.

With Davis and VanEaton run-

ningand Pfannenstiel passing, the
Blue Jaysdrovedown thefieldto
score their third touchdown.
VanEaton tallied from 14 yards
out, Wilhitekickedtheextrapoint
and Nortonled 23-8with 2:451eft
inthethird quarter.

After the kickoff, the Norton
defense held again and blocked a
Plainvillepunt, recoveringtheball
on the Cardinal 25. Norton
fumbled back to Plainvilleon the
12 astimeran out in the third pe-
riod.

Norton held and Plainville
puntedtotheBlueJay 30. Onfirst
down, Davis broke into the open
and ran 35 to the Cardinal 35.
Plainvilleheldand Norton punted
out of boundson the 23.

The Norton defense held and
Painvillepuntedfor thefifthtime.
Pfannenstiel returned the pigskin
to the Cardinal 25. VanEaton
plungedtothe21, then Davistook
a handoff from Pfannenstiel,
brokethrough theline and outran
the Cardinal secondary for thefi-
nal Norton touchdown. Theextra
pointkick wasblockedandNorton
led 29-8.

Plainvillehad theball again but
hadtoturnit over onthe Cardinal
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runs 39 yards to give the Norton offense an early jump start. Davis

gained 139 yards on 10 carries.

37 and the Norton junior varsity
ran out the clock.

“Itwasarea goodnightfor us,”
said Coach Graber. “We played
with more consistency in alot of
places. We played with more pas-
sion and bounced back better af-
ter mistakes. We' Il havetoget bet-
ter at alot of techniquethings. We
havetolearntokeepour padlevel
down. Wehandledtheir size, were
more aggressive and tackled bet-
ter. Our offensivelinemadeahuge
improvement.

“For awhile we looked pretty
good but once we got up by 16-0
in the second quarter we didn’t
play very well. We came back in
the second half and brought the
tempo back up. Clay Madden had
a huge interception when it
looked like they might tie the
score on us.

“Then, ChrisDavismadeagreat
play after thebad snaponthepunt.
Hecould havepunted but hemade
agreat run. The rest of the guys
made some blocks and he made
some cuts. After his run, we put
together our best driveand scored
tomakeit 23-8. Chrismade some
greatrunsonthetrapgameinside.

“Luke Pfannenstiel did agreat

— Telegram photo by Dick Boyd

job of reading the option and that
opened up our offense. Histouch-
down passwasagood oneintothe
wind. Hecompl eted 7 of 10 passes
whichwe'll take anytime.

“We knew their quarterback
wouldbehardtocontain. If wehad
done abetter job of tackling him,
we' d have taken away more of
their offense. We need to keep
improving in our tackling.

“Our secondary played well.
Nobody beat us. Wea sohad some
good punt returns.

“We had a point-after kick
blocked up the middle so we'll
have to make adjustmentsthere.

“Wejust need to keep improv-
ing and play at ahigher level.

“Some of our younger players
like Zach Dreher and Todd Bolt
got someplayingtimeandthat al-
lowed our older playersto get a
break. We got everyone in the
gameand that wasgood. Our jun-
ior varsity playerslooked great.”

Davis was leading rusher for
Norton with 139 yardson 10 car-
riesfor an outstanding 13.9 yards
per carry. He was followed by
VanEaton, 15for 60; Pfannenstiel,
11for 13; Roe, 1for 5; Balt, 1 for
4; Matt Stanley, 1 for O; Logan

Kats, 1 for 11; Brock Lauer, 1 for
3; Brian Ulmer, 1 for O; Brac
Nuzum, 1for 0.

Six Norton players caught
passes.

Madden caught 1 pass for 37
yards, followed by Nathan
Broeckelman, 1for 15; VanEaton,
1for5; Cox, 1for 15; Davis, 2for
10; Bolt, 1 for 11.

Pfannenstiel had | punt return
for 21 yards and two kickoff re-
turnsfor 35yards.

Wilhitekicked off fivetimesfor
a 47-yard average and Davis
kicked off oncefor 35 yards.

Junior defensiveendMatt Engel
wasleading tackler with eight so-
losandoneassist followed by jun-
ior linebacker Blake VanEaton,
sevensolos, oneassit; senior line-
backer Andrew Ables, five solos,
three assists; Luke Pfannenstiel,
seven solos; Heath Vincent, five
solos, oneassist; Lance Roe, four
solos, two assists; Nathan
Broeckelman, four solos, one as-
sist: Todd Bolt, three solos, one
assist; Austin Brooks and Chris
Davis, onesolo, threeassistseach;
Davvid Stanley, three sol os; Clay
Madden, onesol o, oneassi st; Brett
Thomson and Brian Juenemann,
one solo each; and Logan Kats,
Jared Cox and Zach Mannel, one
assist each.

Nortonwill travel to Smith Cen-
ter Friday to play the defending
Class2A statechampion Redmen
in Mid-Continent L eague action.

Kickoff will beat 7 p.m.

Smith Center easily defeated
Plainville and Hill City in their
first two games.

“We are excited about the op-
portunity to play thestatechampi-
ons,” said Coach Graber.“ Our vic-
tory over Plainville should be &
confidence builder going into the
Smith Center game.

“They lost alot of playerstc
graduationandareplayingal ot of
sophomoresbut they still havean
outstanding team.

“Wewill havetobemorephysi-
cal upfront and keep our padlevel
down low.

Game Statistics

Norton Plainville
18 First Downs g
43-245 YardsRushing 39-84
93 Yards Passing 75
338 Total Yards 159
7-11-0  PassesCompl 9-18-1
7-47 Penalties 1-10
2-2 FumblesLost 0-1
2-34 Punts 5-28

Play-by-play

Norton downed Plainville 29-
8 for the Blue Jaysfirst victory
thisyear.

First quarter

LukePfannenstiel returnedthe
kickoff to the 36-yard-line. On
first down, fullback ChrisDavis
burst through a hole in the
PlainvillelineandrantotheCar-
dinal 25 before being tackled. A
two-yard gain by Davisand loss
of one-yard by quarterback
Pfannenstiel ontwo plays, made
it fourth and nine for the Blue
Jays.

Pfannenstiel threw hisfirst pass
of thegame. Theball wastipped
near the line of scrimmage but
wide receiver  Nathan
Broeckelman made a diving
catch of theball onthePlainville
10. Tailback BlakeVanEatonlost
ayard onfirst down, then took a
pitchfromPfannengtiel for atwo-
yard gain. Pfannenstiel was
sacked back on the 15, bringing
up fourth down.

Coach Graber called onkicker
William Wilhite. He stayed per-
fectfortheseasonwitha 32-yard
field goa and a3-0 Norton lead
with 7:26 leftin thefirst quarter.

Scott Peavey returned
Wilhite'skickoff tothe24 where
Pfannenstiel tackledhim. Onfirst
down, Plainvillefumbled but re-
covered on their 26. Lucas
Hachmei ster was stopped for no
gain by Norton linebacker
VanEaton. Quarterback Justin
Casey passed seven yardsto
Peavey and sneaked for thefirst
downonthe 35.

Casey wasstoppedfornogain.
Holdingwascalledon Plainville
but Norton declined the penalty.
Casey tried another keeper but
Matt Engel tackledhimfor atwo-
yard loss. Next, Austin Brooks
camechargingintothePlainville
backfieldtosack Casey onthe19.

PlainvillepuntedtotheNorton 36.

VanEaton gained nine yards on
twocarriesbut adelay of gamepen-
alty cost the Blue Jaysfive yards.
A Pfannengtiel passfell incomplete
and Davisgot off agreat punt that
carriedintothePlainvilleendzone.
The ball came out to the 20-yard-
line. Tyler Brungardt gained just
two-yardsagainst the Blue Jay de-
fenseand Josh Eichmanlostayard.
After an incomplete Casey pass,
Plainville punted.

Norton fumbled the punt recep-
tion and Plainville recovered the
fumble on the Norton 47.
Hachmeister againgained nothing
and Eichman was tackled by
Brooksafter afour-yardgainasthe
firstquarter cametoaclosewiththe
BlueJaysontop 3-0

Second quarter

Pfannengtiel cameflyinginfrom
his linebacker position to sack
Casey for atwo-yardloss. Theen-
tireinterior of the Norton defense
came storming in to block the
Painvillepuntand Davisfell onthe
ball onthe Norton 39.

TheBlueJay offenseshiftedinto
high gear as Davis ran to the
Plainville49, thenplowedtothe4?2.
VanEaton plunged to the 40 and
Pfannenstiel sneaked for afirst
down on the 37. Pfannenstiel sur-
prised the Plainville secondary as
he threw along pass down the far
sideline and wide receiver Clay
Madden gathereditin for atouch-
down. Wilhitesplittheuprightsand
Nortonled 10-0with 9:21 I eft.

TheCardinalsreturnedthekick-
off to their 25. Brooks broke
through the Plainville offensive
lineto sack Casey onthe 16. Then,
linebacker Lance Roe tackled
Hachmeister after atwo-yardgain.
Casey wasrunout of thepocket and
defensive tackle Heath Vincent
tackled him for no gain. The Car-
dinalstriedafakepunt buttheBlue
Jays weren't fooled and tackled

Hachmeister onthe 30.

Pfannenstiel ranthekeepertothe
14 for abigfirst down. A flat pass
fromPfannenstiel toVanEaton car-
ried tothe 9. Davis plunged to the
6. Pfannenstiel ran the keeper and
was stopped on the one-foot line.
On first down, Pfannenstiel fol-
lowed hisblockingonasneakinto
the end zone for Norton’s second
touchdown of thenight. A fakeex-
trapoint kick and passwasnogood
andtheBlueJaysled 16-0with5:16
leftinthe half.

Peavey returnedtheNortonkick-
off tothe38. Casey passedtoAaron
Becker for an apparent first down
ontheNorton 45 but the Cardinals
werepenalizedfor holdingandthe
ball cameback tomidfield.Afteran
incomplete  Casey  pass,
Hachmeister was tackled by
Vincent for no gain. Casey went
back to passagain and wasrun out
of the pocket. He was not tackled
until he had run to the Norton 41.
Brungardt ran for afirst down on
the Norton 36. A slant pass to
Becker wasgoodfor six yards. Af-
ter an incomplete Casey pass,
Hachmeister ranfor afirstdownon
the 20 as VanEaton tackled him.
Hachmeister gainedsix moreyards
totheNorton 14. Casey ranakeeper
up the middle to the 11 where
VanEaton tackled him. Casey
passed to Peavey for a Cardinal
touchdown. Casey then passed to
LukeBrinfor twoextrapointsand
it was 16-8 with 50 secondsleftin
thehdlf.

Pfannenstiel returned the
Plainvillekickoff totheNorton 44
and was shaken up on the play.
Logan Katsreplaced him at quar-
terback. He pitched to VanEaton
but he was tackled for no gain.
Pfannenstiel returnedtothelineup
andranthekeeper tothePlainville
44 VanEatongained nothingasthe
first half ended with the Blue Jays
leading 16-8.

Third quarter

Peavey returned the opening
kickoff of thethird quarterandwas
tackled by AndrewAblesonthe26.
Hachmeister gainedone. Casey ran
the keeper and was stopped by
Engel onthe33. Casey threwadant
passover themiddleto Peavey for
afirst down on the 40. Eichman
gained nothing, then Casey passed
to Peavey for afirst down on the
Norton 48. After a Cardinal first
downontheNorton 33, Casey was
run out of the pocket and scam-
pered to the Blue Jay 25. Norton
was whistled for alate hit and the
ball was moved to the Norton 13.
Hachmeister plunged to the 10
where Roe madethetackle.

Casey tried to pass for atouch-
down but defensive back Clay
Madden alertly stepped in front of
the intended receiver and inter-
ceptedtheaeria . Maddenwastack-
led ontheNorton 15.

VanEaton gained one-yard and
Davis picked up seven.
Pfannenstiel appearedtohaveabig
gain on akeeper but the Blue Jays
were penaized for anillegal shift
and the ball went back to the 16.
After anincompleteflat pass, Davis
went back to punt for Norton.

The center snap went over his
head soheranback, caught theball
ononebounceand headed upfield.
Histeammates realized what was
happeningandsevera goodblocks
helpedhimruntotheNorton28for
afirst down.

VanEaton gained nine yards on
apitch and apassfell incomplete.
Pfannendgtiel ranthesnesk for afirst
down ontheNorton 40. VanEaton
ranfortwoyards, then Pfannenstiel
passed totight end Jared Cox for a
first down on the Plainville 43.
Davisplungedupthemiddietothe
40 and Pfannenstiel passed to
Davis for another Norton first
down on the 27. Roe replaced
Davis and ran for five yards.

Norton Blue Jays gain first victory of season with 29-8 win

VanEatongot|oosefor afirstdown
onthe 14. VanEaton scored on the
next play as he took advantage of
somegood blocksand dodged tack-
lersto run untouched into the end
zone.

Wilhite kicked the extra point
and Norton extended their advan-
tage to 23-8 with 2:45 left in the
quarter.

Peavey returned thekickoff and
must have wondered what hit him
because Ables came running
downfieldlikeaheat-seekingmis-
sile, penetrated the Plainville de-
fenderswithrecklessabandonand
dropped Peavey onthe 24. Ables
good tacklefired up therest of the
Norton defenders. Hachmeister
tried to run and wasstopped for no
gain by Davvid Stanley and
Vincent. Hachmeister got the call
again and awhole host of Norton
defendersled by linebacker Davis
hit him for no gain. A Casey pass
wasincomplete and the Cardinals
punted.

Nortonwaspenalizedfiveyards
for encroachment and Plainville
wentback intopuntformation. This
time, theinterior of theNortonline
brokethroughthePlainvillelineto
block the attempted punt. Brooks
recovered the pigskin on the
Painville25andtheBlueJayswere
in great position to score another
touchdown.

Pfannenstiel passedto Todd Bolt
forafirstdownonthe14; however,
the Blue Jaysfumbled on the next
play andPlainvillerecoveredonthe
12. Casey ranupthemiddlefor six
yards, a pass fell incomplete and
Hachmeister was stopped for no
gain. Brungardtranfor afirstdown
onthe23asthethird quarter ended
with Norton still leading 23-8.

Fourth quarter

A Casey passwasincompleteto
startthefinal period, thenCasey ran
for seven yardsto the 30. On third
down, VanEaton tackled Casey

back on the 25 and Plainville
punted. Pfannenstiel made the
punt receptionontheNorton 30.
On first down, Davis took a
handoff from Pfannenstiel and
broke into the open. He was fi-
nally stopped by Plainville on
their 35. Pfannenstiel rantheop-
tionfor fiveyardsand VanEaton
picked up five. VanEaton was
thenstoppedfor nogain. Norton
waspendlizedfiveyardsfor de-
lay of gameand Pfannenstidl was
sacked back onthe33. Aflat pass
to Davislost ayard and Norton
punted out of bounds onthe 23.

Brooks and Vincent sacked
Casey back onthel7, thenCasey
was sacked by awhole host of
Norton playersonthe12. Casey
lost another yard and Plainville
punted.

Pfannenstiel received some
good blocking on the reception
and weaved his way to the
Painville25. VanEaton plunged
to the 21. The next play, Davis
took ahandoff, brokethroughthe
lineandweaved hisway through
the Cardinal secondary for a
touchdown. Theextrapointkick
attemptwasblockedand Norton
led 29-8.

Peavey returned the kickoff
tothe 30. Casey wassacked for
atwo-yard loss. Hachmeister
was stopped for little gain but
Norton was penalized five
yards for grabbing his face
mask. Casey passed to Taylor
Dixfor afirstdownontheCar-
dinal 46. Hachmeister gained
nothing on first down, how-
ever, andtwo passesfell incom-
plete. Jared Cox and Brett
Thomson sacked Casey on the
37 and Norton took over pos-
session of the pigskin.

The Norton junior varsity
moved the ball to the 15-yard-
line before time ran out with
Nortonwinning 29-8.




