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People need
to understand
what the Patriot Act IS

Most Americans say they support the so-called Patriot Act, but
the truth is, most people don’t have a clue what the act involves.

The name sounds nice, and that’s good enough for 64 percent
of us, a University of Connecticut poll shows.

Of course, only 42 percent could identify the main purpose of
the law as enhancing surveillance powers for federal law enforce-

ment agencies.

The poll also shows that, the more people understand this law,

the less they like it.

Most of us, 81 percent, are OK with the provision that allows
federal agencies to use information gathered from foreign intelli-
gence activities in domestic criminal investigations. To most
people, that only makes sense, though it’s long been illegal.

It means, if the CIA overhears terrorists plotting a bombing in

the U.S.,
case against the bombers.

the FBI can move in and use the information to make a

A two-thirds majority agrees with a provision allowing the
government to collect names and addresses from Internet com-
munications in criminal investigations.

A section which allows federal agents to tap any phone a sub-
ject uses, rather than having to name each number in a court
order, also draws wide support, 62 percent. It just makes sense to

get one warrant for one bad guy.

When it comes to allowing agents to get people’s library
records without telling them, though, only 53 percent say it’s OK.

We suppose there is some legitimate reason to check out the
“Radical’s Guide to Bomb Making,” but we can’t say right now

what itis.

Still, will we get on an FBI watch list if we read the Koran?
Just 43 percent support requiring banks to turn over records

without a court order.

Why not get a court order? It’s not that hard.
Searching American homes without telling the occupants
doesn’t draw much support, just 23 percent. Common sense has

not left the American people.

Still, there is some scary stuff here.

A vast majority of Americans say they support this law with the
patriotic name, though few of us know what it really means.

Few understand that it means your librarian or banker may be
spying on you, turning your information over to some federal

agency.

When people know about this law, though, many parts don’t

sound so nice.

The Patriot Act — high sounding, but not so high in purpose.
Many provisions have to be reauthorized by Congress, and some

of them ought not to be.

When the law was passed, the Sept. 11 attacks were fresh in
everyone’s minds. Few asked questions.

Now, though, people have a better grip on the law, and many
Americans know which parts ought to be scrapped. Congress

needs to listen to them.

— Steve Haynes
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Its reaIIy how you say somethlng

Those of you who knew my parents
know my father was a Demacrat, one of
thefew inthisstate yearsago.

When| wenttocollegel senthimacard
which said “Everything | am, you have
made me” and on theinside it said “a
Democrat”.

Since that card, which | sent before |
was even old enough to vote, alot has
changed. I'm still aDemocrat but I've
never voted a straight ticket and | have
worked on far more Republican cam-
paignsthan | have Democratic ones.

Andsoitwaslast week | watched with
interest as our First Lady so graciously
conducted herself in the throes of disas-
ter.

| always liked Barbara better than
George and likewise | am far more im-
pressed with Laurathan George W. Her
ability to describe and define problems
and solutionswhile being questioned by
arather indignant news mediawas com-
forting.

My mother usedtoalwayssay, “Itisn’'t
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what you say, but how you say it.”

LauraBushdemonstratedthat skillfully
| ast week.

It didn’t change the fact of the horrors
taking placeinour country. Itdidn’tbring
food, water or away out any faster, but she
wasabletoconvey her prideintheir abil-
ity tobeso strong. It washer belief inthe
good in mankind, which illuminated the
situation and strengthened the victims.

Tobesurewehavetoaddresstheprob-
lems, but shewasfaced with peoplewho
werepowerlesscertainly nationally, and
definitely personally.

Theahility torecognizetheproblemis

more agift than askill. Her husband has
to answer the difficult questions of slow
response time, few troops and limited
food and water.

Those who remained behind out of
stubbornnessor refusal tobelieveit could
happen find little comfort in their deci-
sion.

Thosewho remained becauseof lack of
resources whether money, car or any-
whereto go, arethe heavinessfor usall.
They reflect ourinability tocarefor those
lessfortunate, to respond to those deter-
mined to act inviolence, or to heed Jesus
commission, “feed my sheep”.

Republican or Democrat, it doesn’t
matter. We are all human and we are all
vulnerable. Weall know our lifestylewas
largely chosen for us. We didn’t choose
our parents nor our country of origin.
There but for the grace of God goes any
oneof us. Maybethat should beour man-
tra as we witness the tragedies of the
event.

Ag secretary to be at farm bill forum

Congressman Jerry Moran will join
U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Mike
Johannsinhostingafarmbill forumat the
Kansas State Fair in Hutchinson. Con-
gressman Moran and Secretary Johanns,
whowasformerly governor of Nebraska,
will talk withfarmersandranchersonthe
development of the 2007 farm bill.

“1 am pleased thesecretary will bejoin-
ing usat our state fair to meet with Kan-
sansinvolvedinagriculture,” Mr.Moran
said. “It’ sgreat to see the Secretary tak-
ingtheseinitial stepsintheFarmBill pro-
cess and including input from Kansas
farmersand ranchers.”

Thefair visit is part of a nationwide
farmbill listening tour of the agriculture
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community. The farm bill forum will be
from 9 am. to noon Monday in the En-
campment Building on the state fair-
ground.

At the fair Congressman Moran will
attend the annual Kansas Farm Bureau
|eadership breakfast on Saturday.

Thecongressmanhasattendedthestate
fair to gather suggestions from Kansans
every year sincebeing el ected.

Congressman Moranwill a'so havean
information boothin the Pride of Kansas
Buildingwithmembersof hisstaff avail-
ableto answer questionsand providein-
formationtofairgoers.

Congressman Moran isasenior mem-
ber of the House Agriculture Committee
and chairsthe subcommittee on General
Farm Commodities and Risk Manage-
ment.

For moreinformation, call himat (202)
225-2715 or visit his web page at
www.house.gov/moranks01/

LETTERTO THEEDITOR:
Congressman finishes tour, appreciates ideas shared

TotheEditor:

| recently completed my ninth annual
Big First Listening Tour, holding town
hall meetingsin each of the 69 counties
inthe 1st Congressional District.

| appreciated meeting with all thosein
Norton County whotook timeout of their
day tosharetheirideasand concernswith
me. Asyour representative, it’ skey forme
to understand what i ssues K ansans want
their congressman to focuson.

My effortsinWashingtonremainmuch

the same today asthey werewhen | was
first elected, to see that we have alittle
prosperity intheK ansascommunitieswe
call home. However, we have our work
cut out for us. While our economy has
shownsignsof improvement, thecostsof
doingbusinessandraisingafamily, from
fuel pricesto health carecosts, continues
togrow. | will continuemy effortstoease
these burdensfor the people of Kansas.
If therewereany issuesthat we did not
gettodiscuss, or if youwereunableto at-

tend, you can alwayscontact methrough
my website at: www.house.gov/
moranks01/.
Itisatremendousprivilegetorepresent
Kansasin Congress. Pleaselet me know
how | can better serveyouinthefuture. |
pledge to work for you, and with you, to
make good things happen for Kansas.
Jerry Moran

Hays

TheNorton TelegramencouragesL et-
terstotheEditor onany topicof publicin-
terest. Letters should be brief, clear and
to the point. They must be signed and
carry theaddressand phonenumber of the
author.

WRITE:

We do not publish anonymousl|etters.
Wesign our opinionsand expect readers
todolikewise.

Wedonot publishformlettersor | etters
about topics which do not pertain to our
area. Thank-yous should besubmittedto

theWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but will be
read and edited for form and style, clarity,
lengthandlegality. Wewill not publish at-
tackson private individuals or businesses
whichdo not pertaintoapublicissue.



