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Water, water everywhere
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Terraces filled with standing water is a sight northwest Kansans Norton onU. S nghway 36 was photographed Tuesday morning.

haven’t seen for awhile. This terraced field, about 10 miles west of — Telegram photo by Carolyn Plotts
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Trees atthe courthouse are
heavy with pears.

Pears ready
to be picked

Fall pearsareripefor the pick-
ingand anyonewhowouldliketo
do just that can go to the court-
house and take as many as they
like.

The pears are still alittle hard
and if you would like them a bit
softer, just stick them in abrown
paper bag for afew days.

Chaplain

Chaplain (Capt.) Douglas D.
Gibson, son of Reta and
DonGriffin, Norton, issta-
tioned in Afghanistan,
where he ministersto sol-
diers at three forward ob-
serving posts.

Hesaid, inaletter, that as
anArmy chaplain, hehasa
very unusual congregation.
Itismade up of soldiersin
hisbattalion, whether they
are Catholic, Baptist, Wicca's or
Devil worshipers.

Hesaidthroughhisrelationship
with them, some have cometo be
Christians. Hesald hehasbaptized
four people since arriving in Af-
ghanistan and hopestherewill be
more.

The chaplain has been shot at

Capt. Gibson

By VERONICA MONIER

Norton County isn’t waiting
until its bridges fall down to get
them repaired and replaced.

The county has been repairing
andreplacingthemainbridgesfor
several years. Now its going to
start looking at the smaller ones.

Road and Bridge Supervisor
Tom Brannan said they need to
look at box bridges.

Thecounty will befinishedwith
major bridgessoon, hesaid. Next
the crews need to go out a town-
ship at atime and look at the box
bridges, whichareanythingunder
20 feet.

“I’m not saying next year or
even the year after, but maybein
fiveyearswewill haveto look at
getting a bond for the boxes,” he
said.

Commissioner Leroy Langsaid
hethought therewereabout 300in
the county.

Mr. Brannan said he thought it
was nearer 250.

“We just don’t know,” Mr.
Brannan said.

Hesaid hiscrew will start num-
bering the bridges, check their
condition and put them on amas-

ministers

and his base has received enemy
mortar rounds, hispar-
entssaid.

He writes that he
usesahumveetotravel
and has an assistant,
whoishisdriver, body-
guardandreligiousser-
viceassi stant. Accord-
ingtotheGenevaCon-
vention, chaplainscan-
not carry weapons.
That’swhy hisassistant does.

Chaplain Gibsonisassigned to
an engineering unit that builds
roadsand buildings. Heand other
meninhisunitadoptedaschool in
Afghanistan. They helped repair
and furnishit.

He was born in Denver and
graduated from high school inthe

By VERONICA MONIER

Norton County has a some
back taxesto pay.

When Norton County Com-
missionersasked to seethe de-
linquent tax list at Monday’s
meeting, they were somewhat
surprised to find the county on
thelist.

County Treasurer Cindy
Linner saidthetaxeswerefrom
aparcel of land that was given
tothecounty in1998 by Norton
Development Corporation.

She said when the property,
whichisjust south of thecourt-
house on Washington Street,
wasgiventothecountyithada
building on it. The county tore
the building down and leveled
the lot but nothing has been

County pays old tax bill

donewithit since.

When the property was do-
nated to the county, it had two
years of taxes owed for 1997
and 1998 amounting to
$1,194.51, shesaid.

The property is now exempt
from taxes, since it belongs to
the county, but the county still
has to take care of the back
taxes.

The commissioners asked
Mrs. Linner to pay the back
taxes, which the county col-
lects, but which go to not only
to the county, but also to the
state, City of Nortonand school
district.

Mrs. Linner said that iswhy
thecounty can’tjustforgivethe
bill.

ter map. That way, when a bond
issue is needed for repairs, there
will be information on where the
bridges are and what condition
they’'rein.

Thisis something theroad and

OVEIseas

small community of Westerville,
Neb. HeenlistedintheArmyright
out of highschool and hasbeenin
the military, one way or another,
for more than 27 years. He spent
14 yearsin the reserves and 14
years on active duty working his
way up from a mechanic to the
rank of Staff Sergeant. He was
commissionedachaplainonApril
1,1994.

Mail will reachhimat: CHDou-
glasD. Gibson, 864thECH,HHSC,
Kandahar, APOAE 09355.

Chaplain Gibson'stour of duty
will endin March and he plansto
marry his fiance Colleen on a
Florida beach by the Gulf of
Mexico, on May 20.

Hehastwo childrenwholivein
Hays.

Service academy applications sought

Congressman Jerry Moran is
accepting applications for nomi-
nations to the U.S. service acad-
emies.

TheacademiesincludetheU.S.
Military Academy in West Point,
N.Y.; theU.S. Naval Academy in
Annapolis, Md.; the U.S. Air
Force Academy in Colorado
Springs.; and the U.S. Merchant
Marine Academy in Kings Point,
N.Y.

Those selected will enter the
academiesin June 2006.

Selectionsare based on college
entrance test scores, class rank,
grade point average, school
records, extracurricular activities,
leadership potential, motivation,
recommendations and interview

Weddings, funerals,
engagements,
and births.
You'llfinditallin...
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evaluations.

Applicants must be legal resi-
dents of Kansas, at least 17 years
of age but not over 23, citizens of
the United States, unmarried, not
pregnant, and without legal obli-
gationtosupport childrenor other
dependents.

If nominated the applicants
must meet the admission require-
mentsof eachacademy. Theacad-
emieswill makethefinal decision
on who will receive an appoint-
ment of admission. Duetolimited
placement, the congressman en-

couragesall interested candidates
toapply asototheofficesof sena-
torsSam Brownback and Pat Rob-
erts.

Application deadlineis Oct. 1.
Interested applicants should send
a letter requesting application
materials to: Congressman Jerry
Moran, Attn: Service Academy
Selection, Box 1128, Hutchinson,
Kan. 67504-1128.

For more information, contact
CongressmanMoranat (202) 225-
2715 or visit his web page at
www.house.gov/moranks0l/.

PUBLIC INVITED

Potato Bar Supper
Saturday, September 24

5:00-7:00 p.m.

NORTON
SENIOR
CENTER

208 West Main, Norton

Free Will Donation

bridgecrew candoduringthewin-
ter, Mr. Brannan said.

Hesaid hisdepartment will lock
thefuel tankson heavy equipment.
He said thereisn’t aproblem yet,
but hedidn’twanttotakeachance

" Bridges top road crews’ winter projects

of having fuel siphoned.

It's going to be an inconve-
nience, he said, but the security
should beworth the effort.

“We' retal king about $250tofil|
up amotor grader,” he said. “We
just don’'t want to take that
chance.”

Mr. Brannan said if gas prices
arestill upinNovember, hewasn't
going to fill up the department’s
big tank.

He said his crew will just use
their Norton Coop cards and fuel
up there.

He said he didn’t want to buy
that much gas when it was that
high and wanted to wait until the
pricescamedown alittle.

In other business, the commis-
sioners:

«Approvedachangeorder from
Solid Waste Supervisor Curt
Archibald to repack the open cell
atthelandfill. Thecommissioners
are hoping thisisthelast thing to
do beforethelandfill isapproved
to be opened.

*HeardfromMr.Archibaldthat
they recelvedone-halfinchof rain
at the landfill, which is being
pumped out.

Dizzy the Clown, aka Rita
Winter of Lawrence, planstobe
inLong Island at 2 p.m. Satur-
day at theCommunity Building.

Dizzy specidizesin balloon
toys, pain-freetattoos, puppets,
storytelling and turning frowns

Clown to perform
Saturday in Long Island

Dizzy’sappearanceis spon-
sored by the Long Island Li-
brary and refreshmentswill be
served.

Dizzy’'s sister, Robbie
Griffiths, livesin Long Island.

To learn more about Dizzy

Special
election
sought

Sunday sales
of liquor rule
may go to vote

By VERONICA MONIER

It'slooking like Norton will be
having aspecia e ectionto deter-
minewhether or not Sunday sales
of liquor and beer will beallowed.

In August, the Norton City
Council passed an ordinance al-
lowingthesaleof acohol on Sun-
day, expect for certain holidays.

By passing the ordinance, the
council put the final decision of
Sunday sales in the hands of
Norton voters.

Oncetheordinancewaspassed,
it gavepeopletheoption of getting
apetition together, which would,
with enough signatures, put the
decisiontoavoteinaspecial elec-
tion.

Atleast 130signaturesof regis-
tered Norton votersare needed.

BonnieLaughlin,aNortonresi-
dent who is heading up the fight,
organizedvolunteersandiscircu-
lating apetition.

“We haven’'t taken an official
countyet,” shesaid Thursday, “ but
| believewehaveoverthe130sig-
natures needed.”

She said she personally hasre-
ceived around 70 signatures with
the rest coming from twa
churches, which had passed them
around.

Mrs. Laughlinsaidshehadonly
onemanrefusetosignandthought
that it wasabout thesamewiththe
other five or six people carrying
petitions.

“Most of the people we’ ve
talked to have been very encour-
aging and want it to be votec
down,” shesaid.

Shesaid shethinksthey will be
taking the signed petitionsto the
county clerk’s office next week,
where the signatures will be
checked to make sure they are
valid.

Thoseopposedtotheordinance
have until Oct. 30, which is 61
days after the ordinance was pult
into effect, to turnin the petition.

Oncethesignaturesarecertified
asbeingfrom legal Nortonvoters,
thecounty clerk has45 daysto put
aspecial election together.

Then, the voters can decide

upside-down. theClowngotoher websiteat: ;
Sheinvites youngsters of all  www.dizzytheclown.com. whether or not they want liquor
agesto come sharethe fun. and beer to be sold on Sundaysin
Norton.
P

REAL ESTATE PROPERTY

ABSOLUTE AUCTION — NORTON, KANSAS

Tuesday, Sept. 13, 2005 = 7 P.M.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION:

Section: 34 Township: 02 Range: 23
SUBDIVISION: Irreg Tracts 34-2-23
TRACT DESCRIPTION: TR BEG

690.5 N OF SW COR SE4 SE4 TH
N 158.25 THE 66 TH S 158.25 TH
W 66 TO POB LESS RD R/W

28, 2005.

all prior taxes.
POSSESSION: Upon closing.

TERMS: 10% down the day of the auction with the bal-
ance due upon title approval and delivery of a good and
sufficient deed. The closing to be on or before October

EVIDENCE OF TITLE: Seller will provide title insurance
to the Buyer(s) in the amount of the purchase price, with
the premium to be paid one-half by the seller and one-
half by the buyer(s). Title evidence will be provided on
sale day. Buyer(s) may close as soon as closing docu-
ments are prepared — no later than October 28, 2005.
TAXES: Taxes for 2005 shall be prorated to date of clos-
ing based on the 2004 tax of $504.44. Seller is to pay

INSPECTION: Seller will provide termite inspection by
AucTioN 10 BE HELD AT THE PROPERTY SITE SEPTEMBER 13, 7:00 P.M.

SELLER: FIRST SECURITY BANK AND TRUST,

NORTON, KANSAS

Duane R. McEwen, Auctioneer and Salesperson,
E. Hwy. 36, 601 East Holme, Norton, KS 67654, PH 785-877-3032 Office, 785-871-0081 Cell
R.J. Metcalf Real Estate, Carolyn Burtis, Broker, 101 South Penn, Oberlin, Kansas 67749

The property has three bedrooms,
one full bath, 1/2 bath, large eat-in
kitchen/living room, laundry room,
new carpets and painted walls plus
a back deck, forced air heat and
air conditioning. A two car unat-
tached garage is located on a
66°x135’ lot with back private fence.

PROPERTY ADDRESS: 324 W. LINCOLN, NORTON, KS

a licensed pest control firm. Buyer may at his expense
conduct any other inspection concerning pertinent facts
about the property prior to the auction. Buyer(s) and Seller
agree that the broker and broker’s agents do not have
any expertise in evaluating the environmental condition
of the property and that the broker and broker’s agents
have made no representation, either expressed or im-
plied, concerning environmental conditions.

AGENCY DISCLOSURE: R.J. Metcalf Real Estate and
its agents are representing the seller only and will not be
considered agent for the buyer.

NOTE: For viewing, please call listing agent Duane R.
McEwen at 785-877-3032 or 785-871-0081 (cell). Not
responsible for accidents. Announcements made the day
of the sale shall take precedence over printed material.




