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Norton loses football opener to Oakley

By DICK BOYD

Mistakesandtheandinability to
takeadvantageof Oakley miscues
were costly to the Norton Blue
JaysFriday nightresultingina24-
3lossbeforethehomecrowdtothe
visitingPlainsmeninthefirstfoot-
ball game of the season for both
teams.

It was the second straight year
for Oakley todefeat theboysfrom
Norton Community High in the
opener.

Norton rebounded last year and
went on to an 8-3 season. Oakley
was also aplayoff team and com-
piled a10-2 record.

Inexperienceat many positions
wasaproblem for Norton.

Oakley kicked off. After senior
quarterback Luke Pfannenstiel
gained sevenyardsontwo keeper
plays, a procedure penalty and
quarterback sack caused apunt by
ChrisDavis.

Norton’'s defense held and
Oakley hadtopunt back tothe Jays.

Norton fumbled the punt, how-
ever, and Oakley took advantage,
recovering the ball onthe Norton
22.

Oakley running back Calder
Keller got loose around left end
and scored. The quarterback
Chase Sperber passed to end Paul
Kuhlmanintheend zoneonafake
kick tomakethescore8-0Oinfavor
of Oakley with8:041eftinthefirst
quarter.

Blake VanEaton made a good
return of the Oakley kickoff tothe
Norton 37.

Fullback Chris Davis gained
elght but Pfannenstiel |ost threeon
akeeper. VanEaton got thecall on
third down, reversed field and
sprinted downthesideline. Hewas
finally run out of bounds on the
Oakley five-yard-line.

Norton was unable to put the
ball in the end zone and Oakley
took over.

The Plainsmen moved to their
34 where Pfannenstiel recovered
afumble.

Nortongainedjust four yardsby
Davisinfour downsandturnedthe
ball back to Oakley. The Plains-
men fumbled the ball back to
Norton when Davvid Stanley re-
coveredthepigskinontheOakley
25.

The first quarter ended two
playslater with Oakley leading 8-
0

Norton was unableto movethe
ball and, after an exchangeof pos-
sessions, theBlueJayshadthebal
onthe Norton 42. With the offen-

Mistakes

(Continued from Page 8)
andNathan Broeckelmanfell onit
for the Blue Jayson the 40.

Norton was unable to take ad-
vantage. Daviswasstoppedfor no
gain, apasswas batted down and
athird down fumble was recov-
ered by Aaron Racette on the
Norton 37.

Cooksey gained big yardage
aroundright endtotheNorton 13.
Keller ran for five, then Cooksey
ran around the right end for the
touchdown. That worked so well
Oakley’s Coach Randall Rath
called thesameplay for two extra
pointsanditworkedagain, putting
Oakley ontop 16-3 with 2:29 left
inthe half.

Oakley kicked on the ground
and Matt Engel recovered for
Norton on the Blue Jay 35.

Pfannenstiel went totheair. He
hit tight end Jared Cox over the
middle for afirst down on the
Norton49. Davishulledfor oneto
midfield, then Pfannenstiel passed
to Madden for afirst down onthe
Oakley 38.

Onceagain, the Blue Jayswere
unableto sustain adrive.

Afterlosingfiveforillegal mo-
tion, Nortonlost theball onapass
interception by Oakley’s Aaron
Sperber on the Oakley 31. With
Cooksey gettingthecarriesagain,
Oakley moved to the Norton 36.
Nathan Morse alertly dived for a
Sperber pass and intercepted on
the 21-yard-line with 48 seconds
left inthe half.

VanEaton ran for seven yards
and Davis picked up afirst down
on the 34. VanEaton gained two
morebut Nortonlost fiveonanil-
legal procedure penalty.
Pfannenstiel wassacked but aface
mask penalty against Oakley
moved the ball to the 37. A flat
pass to VanEaton gained nothing
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Norton junior tailback Blake VanEaton avoids would-be
tackler Kyle Reitcheck of Oakley during a 15-yard gain

sive line blowing holes in the
Oakley defense and Davis and
VanEaton eating up yardage,
NortondrovetotheOakley eight-
yard-line.

However, Nortonwasunableto
advance further and William
Wilhitewascalled ontokick. He
sailedtheball throughtheuprights
for a24-yardfield goal that made
the score 8-3 with 5:37 left inthe
first half.

After Norton’skickoff, Oakley
took the ball to the Norton 40 be-
fore Nathan Broeckelman fell on
a Plainsman fumble. The Blue
Jays fumbled the ball away on
their 37 with 3:08 left in the half.

Oakley’s Robert Cooksey
gained 24 andoneplay later gotan
eight-yard touchdown. Cooksey
ran for the two extra points and
Oakley led 16-3 with 2:29 left in
the half.

After thekickoff, Nortonmoved
the ball through the air for afirst
downontheOakley 38.Anillegal
motion penalty and passintercep-
tion stopped the Jays.

Oakley put a drive together

cost Blue Jays first

asthe half ended with Oakley on
top 16-3.
Third quarter

Younkin returned Davis' kick-
off tothe31tostart thesecond half.
Younkinranfor one, then Sperber
ran a keeper to the 40. Sperber
sneakedfor afirstdownonthe42.
Cooksey pickedupfour andKeller
got onebut Oakley waspenalized
back to the 37 for holding.
Cooksey was stopped with aone
yard gain. Sperber went totheair
andtheBlueJaysgot abreak when
Keller got behind the Norton sec-
ondary and dropped a pass from
Sperber that wouldhavebeenabig
gainer.

Oakley punted and the ball
rolled dead on the Norton 47.

Davisranfor four but VanEaton
lost one. A Pfannenstiel passwas
incompl ete and Davis punted out
of boundson the Oakley 19.

Sperber ran akeeper aroundthe
right for afirst down on the 41.
Sperber wasthen sacked onthe 35
by awholehost of Nortonplayers.
Oakley got out of the hole, how-
ever, as Sperber completedalong
pass to Keller on the Norton 39.
Cooksey ran for an apparent
touchdown on the next play but
clipping against Oakley brought
theball back to the Norton 47.

Norton limited Cooksey to just
two on the next play. A pass was
incomplete, aflat passto Keller
wasgoodonthe40andOakley lost
five on adelay of game penalty.
ThePlainsmen punted andthebal l
rolled dead on the Norton 15.

A false start cost Norton five
back to the 10. VanEaton gained
threebut another falsestart costthe
Jays again. A one yard gain by
VanEaton and flat pass to
Broeckelman on the 10 were not
enoughfor afirstdownandDavis
punted.

which stopped when Nathan
Morse intercepted a Plainsmen
passontheNorton 21 with 48 sec-
ondsleft inthe half.

Afteranexchangeof possessions
inthethirdquarter, along passfrom
Sperber to Keller gave Oakley the
ball ontheNorton 39. An apparent
touchdown by Cooksey onthenext
play wascalledback duetoclipping
by the Plainsmen.

Oakley puntedtotheNorton 15
and afalse start dropped the Blue
Jays back to their 10-yard-line.
Norton had to punt out and Keller
put the Plainsmen in good field
positionwithareturntotheNorton
36. Cooksey ran to the 26, then
Sperber passedtoKellerintheend
zone for Oakley’s third touch-
down. Cooksey ran for two extra
pointstomakethescore24-3with
1:42 |eft in thethird quarter.

After Oakley’skickoff, Norton
moved to the Plainsmen 34 asthe
third quarter ended.

As the fourth quarter began,
Nortonwasforcedto punt andthe
kick by Davis put the ball on the
Oakley 13.

Keller returned the ball to the
Norton 36, putting the Plainsmen
in good field position. Cooksey
got loose to the 26, then Sperber
passedtoK ellerintheend zonefor
Oakley’s third touchdown.
Cooksey ranfortwoanditwas24-
3with 1:42 |eftin the period.

Pfannenstiel madeagoodreturn
of theOakley kickoff totheNorton
48. VanEaton gained no yards on
first down but caught aflat pass
from Pfannenstiel and ran to the
Oakley 34 for afirst down.

Onceagain, Nortonwasunable
to sustain momentum. A fumble
was recovered by Norton for a
threeyardloss, afalsestart costthe
Jaysanother fiveandapassfell in-
complete as the third quarter
endedwiththevisitorsleading 24-
3.

Fourth quarter

Pfannenstiel wasstoppedfor no
gain and Davis punted. The ball
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Austin Brooks recovered a
Plainsmenfumbleonthe1l-yard-
line but, two plays |ater, Norton
fumbled the ball back to Oakley.

That fumbleended Norton’slast
chance to score. Both teams had
the ball twice again but did not
scoreand Oakley lefttownwitha
24-3 victory for the Northwest
KansasL eagueovertheMid-Con-
tinent League.

“Myworst fearswereproven by
this game,” said Norton Head
Coach Bruce Graber. “Weare not
avery physical team. We'll have
toplay alot morephysical tobea
contender.

“Wedidn't play well. We' rein-
experienced on defense and it
showed. Going into thegame, we
were concerned about their
tailback (Cooksey). He'sabigkid
and he ran wild. We had alot of
opportunitiestohithimanddidn’t.

“Offensively, we didn't do a
very good job up front. We occa-
sionally did some good with the
trap but never got the ball to the
perimeter and I’ m disappointed
with that. We had some kidsim-

portant to our success who really
struggled.

“Turnoverswerebig. Wepicked
up some good yardage but made
too many mistakes. We hurt our-
selves as much as anything. I'm
not taking anything away from
them becausethey areagood ball
club and played well.

“Inthefirst half, wewereinthe
red zone three times and came
away withjustthreepoints. Onthe
bright side, Davis punted the ball
well and special teams coverage
was pretty good, although we
missed some opportunitiesin the
punt return game.

“1 don’t think conditioning was
a problem. Our pride was hurt
worsethanour bodies. Wejust have
tobeawholelot better. I’ msurewe
will work hard and bounce back.

“1toldour playersafter thegame
that wejustlostagameandthat we
don’'t know anything about the
painandsuffering of thepeoplein
Louisiana.

“1 was disappointed in our ex-
ecutionbut | still loveour kidsand
we' |l keep coaching them and get

thingsturned around.”

Oakley had 301 yards of total
offensecomparedtoNorton’s185.
TheNortontotal ismisleadingdue
to 40 yards lost by quarterback
Pfannenstiel, who had 14 carries.

Leading rusher for Norton was
Daviswith43yardson10carries,
followed by VanEaton, 34 on 12;
Bolt, 14 onfive; Kats, four ontwo;
and Matt Stanley, one on two.

Pfannenstiel completed 9 of 17
passes for 129 yards with onein-
terception. Katswas 0 for two.

VanEaton was leading Norton
receiver with four catches for 86
yardsfollowed by Madden, twofor
20; Cox, onefor 13; Davis, onefor
nine; andBroeckelman, onefor one.

Pfannenstiel had two punt re-
turnsfor 29 yards.

VanEaton had 2 kickoff returns
for 38 yards. Pfannenstiel had 1
kickoff returnfor 23 yards.

Daviskicked off twicefor a40-
yard average.

Leading tackler for Norton
against Oakley was Pfannenstiel
with 8 solos and 4 assists for 12
total tackles. Hewasfollowed by
Ables, 5 solos, 4 assists, 9 total;
Broeckelman, 7 solos, 1 assist, 8
total; VanEaton, 3 so0los, 4 assists,
7 total; Bolt, 4 solos, 1 assist, 5
total; Madden, 5 solos; Davis, 3
solos, 1 assist, 4 total; Davvic
Stanley, 3 solos, 1 assist, 4 total;
Matt Engel, 4 solos; Brooks, 1'
solo, 3 assists, 4 total; Vincent, 3
solos; Cox, 2 solos; Mannel, 1
solo; Kats, 1 solo; Ray, 1 assist.

Cooksey wasleading rusher for
Oakley with 118 yards on 19 car-
riesfollowed by Sperber, 96 yards
on 15. Keller caught three for 56
yards.

Friday, Norton will travel to
Plainvillefor the Jays' first Mid-
Continent League game. Kickoff
isat 7 p.m.

“Plainvillewill be hungry after
losing to Phillipsburg on Friday,”
said Coach Graber. “ And, we are
going to their house.

“They are alot bigger than we
are. They average 230 pounds
acrossthefront. But, eventhough
we' renot asbig, that doesn’t mean
wecan'twin.”

GAME STATISTICS

Norton Oakley
9 First Downs 15
44-56  YardsRushing 47-235
129 YardsPassing 66
185 Total Yards 301
9-19-1 PassesCompl. 5-12-1
10-55 Penalties 7-58
5-35 Punts 6-27
3-6 FumblesLost 4-5

home football game

rolled dead onthe Oakley 13. The
Plainsmen fumbled and Austin
Brooksrecovered onthe 11.

Pfannenstiel lost two on first
down, thenthe Jaysfumbled back
to Oakley ontheir 31.

Cooksey bulled ahead for five
on first down, then tried to go
around the right end again. This
time he lost two as 135-pound
Todd Bolt cameflyinginto make
the best tackle of the night on the
207-pound Cooksey!

A pass was incomplete and
Oakley punted to the Norton 29.

Logan Kats replaced

Norton
¥ Blue Jays

FOOTBALL:

VOLLEYBALL:

CROSS COUNTRY:

TENNIS:

Norton Cross Country at Wamego Invitational Meet

Norton in Phillipsburg Varsity Quad (away)
Norton Junior Varsity in Trego Quadrangular (WaKeeney)
Norton Junior Varsity Quadrangular (here)
Norton in Phillipsburg Varsity Quad (away)
Norton vs. Goodland (away)

Pfannenstiel at quarterback and
Bolt replaced VanEaton at
tailback. Bolt lost three, then
Nortonlostfivefor beingoffsides.
Bolt gained four but Kats was
sacked back on the 19. Davis
punted to the Oakley 40.
Cooksey gained two, then
Oakley recovered their own
fumblefor nogain. Sperber ranthe
keeper and Cox cameuptotackle
him after afour-yard gain. It was
fourth downwith four yardstogo
and Oakley drew Norton offsides
to get afirst down on the Norton
47. Sperber gained two, then

High School Sports This

Huskies

Norton vs PlainVville (AWay) .....ccccvvieiirieeee e 7 p.m., Friday
Norton Junior Varsity vs. Oakley (awWay) .......ccccevveeeeiiiiiiiiiiieieee e 5:30 p.m., today
Norton Junior Varsity vs. Plainville (here) ......ccoooceveeiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee, 6:30 p.m., Monday
Northern Valley vs. Golden Plains (Nere) ......ccccccceevvvicciiiieiieceee e 7 p.m., Friday
Logan vs. KeNSINGtON (AWAY) .....ccueeieiiiiiieeaiaiiiieieeee e e e 7 p.m., Friday

Norton Varsity/Junior Varsity vs. Northern Valley/Phillipsburg (here)....... 5 p.m., today
Norton Junior Varsity in Quinter Tournament (away)
C-Team vs. Plainville (here)
Northern Valley vs. Norton/Phillipsburg (in Norton)
Northern Valley vs Palco/Eastern Heights (away)
Logan vs. Hill City/Trego (here)
Logan vs. Phillipsburg/Stockton (away)

Northern Valley

.................. 9 a.m. Saturday
....................................................................... 5 p.m. Monday
...................... 5 p.m., today

...................... 5 p.m., today

............... 10 a.m., Saturday

............................................... 1 p.m., today
......................................... 10 a.m., Saturday

Cooksey gotloosetothe35but the
Plainsmenwerewhistledfor hold-
ing and the ball went back to
midfield. Encroachment cost
Oakley five. Keller ran areverse
butwasstoppedfor nogain. A pass
fell incomplete and Oakley
punted. Theball rolled dead onthe
Norton 39.

Coach Bruce Graber put the
Norton junior varsity offensein
the game and they made onefirst
down beforerunningout of downs
and time as Oakley earned a 24-3
season opening victory over the
Blue Jays.

Week

o

Logan

4 p.m., Tuesday

5 p.m., Tuesday

1 p.m., Thursday

3 p.m., Tuesday
3 p.m., Tuesday




