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Ryan Blecha kicks up the dust and the base as he makes a sliding steal in a game with Hoxie.
— Telegram photo by Charlotte Stephenson

Top girls team ends at 7-1

First Choice Insurance ended
theDivision| girlssoftball season
on top with a 7-1 record. NCK
Contractors was next, 6-2; fol-
lowed by Logan LionsClub, 4-4;
Bug Busters, 3-5; and All Clean
Carpets, 0-8.

First Choice Insurance 15,
NCK Contractors 3

On June 20, First Choice took
the lead in the bottom of the first
withrunsfromKatelyn Engelbert,
Nicole Tacha, Darcy Bainter,
Marisa Maddy, Adrienne Hager
and Kortney Cunningham.

NCK madeitontheboardinthe
second with Shayna Vincent and
Skylar Davisrounding the bases.
First Choiceuppedtheir leadwith
five morefrom Engelbert, Tacha,
Bainter, Maddy and Hager.

Engelbert, Tacha, Bainter and
Maddy each crossed home base
for First Choiceinthethird.

BrookeBairdmadeNCK’sfinal
runin the fourth.

Bug Busters 12,
All Clean Carpets 9

All Clean Carpetstook thelead
inthefirst on June 20 with Katera
Johnson, Hanna Brooks and
Ashley Hildebrand coming in.

Bug Bustersmadetwointhefirst
with Makayla Cadwal ader and
Lexi Voss crossing home base.

Bug Busters jumped ahead in
thesecondwithrunsfromCristine
Nelson, Hannah Pollock,
Cadwal ader, Voss, RickeleGreen
and Audrey Morel. The team
added another three in the fourth
with Voss, Green and Morel
rounding the bases.

All Cleantriedtocatchupinthe
fifthwith six from Morgan Olliff,
Johnson, Brooks, Hildebrand,
Johnnye Ruder and Shelby
Mulford, but it wasn’t enough for
thewin.

First Choice Insurance 14,
Logan Lions Club 2

On June 21, First Choice’s
Engelbert scored oneinthetop of
thefirst.

In the second, Cunningham,
Molly Maddy, Engelbert and
Kayla Coffey each rounded the
basesfor First Choice.

First Choice widened the gap
further in the third with Hager,
Cunningham, Peyton Renner,
Morgan Griffey, Engelbert,
Coffey, Tacha, Bainterand Marisa
Maddy each scoring.

Logan made it on the board in
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thefourthwiththeir only tworuns
made by Michaela Girard and
Libby Schneider.

NCK Contractors 15,
Bug Busters 6

On June 23, Cadwalader and
Voss started the first with two for
Bug Busters, but NCK took asix-
run lead with K. VanPatten, T.
VanPatten, Baird, Brooke
Hammond, Makayla Smith and
Daviscomingin.

Bug Bustersadded onemoreto
itstally from Cadwalader in the
second and one in the third from
Desiray Skrdlandt.

T.VanPatten, Hammond, Smith
and Davis crossed home base for
NCK inthethird.

Thefourth brought twofor Bug
Busters from Cadwalader and
Voss, and five for NCK from Sa-
rahBaird, K. VanPatten, B. Baird,
Hammond and Smith.

Logan Lions Club 13,
All Clean Carpets 8

Logan took thelead in the first
with three from Morgan Goble,
Girard and Kodi Van Laeys on
June 27. All Clean madeit onthe
boardinthebottomwithonefrom
Ruder.

Bohl scoredoneforAll Cleanin
the second.

Thethirdbrought threeto L ogan
from Goble, Girard and Van
Laeys, and twotoAll Cleanfrom
Ruder and Hildebrand.

L ogan widened the gap in the
fourth with Goble, Girard, Van
Laeys, Schneider, Christen
Greving, Katie Babcock and
Elizabeth Johnson comingin. All
Clean made a last ditch effort to
catchupwith Ruder, SylviaEstes,
Hildebrandand Mulfordrounding
thebases, butitwasn’tenoughfor
thewin.

First Choice 11,
All Clean Carpets 4

OnJune27, First Choiceended
thefirst with onefrom Tacha

All Clean madeit on the board
inthethird with two from Brooks
and Ruder. First Choice main-
tained its lead when Coffey,
Bainter, MarisaM addy and Hager
crossed home base.

Inthefourth, All Clean brought
in two more from Jessica White
and Johnson, but First Choice
added six more to itstally with
Engelbert, Coffey, Bainter, Marisa
Maddy, Cunningham and Molly
Maddy comingin.

By NORCATUR
NEWSLETTER VOLUNTEERS

Winnersof thepool tournament
held July 18 at the Cardinal Bar
and Grill were Darrel Canfield,
Norton, first place; Larry Lively,
Oberlin, second; and Kevin
Buffington, Norton, third place.
The next tournament will be held
Aug. 15.

Donnece Selvage and boysand
Goldie Brewer of Colorado
Springs were July 23 weekend
guestsat Troy andDebMarshall’s.
They cameespecially toattendthe
wedding of AndreaMarshall and
Adam Spanier on Saturday, July
23, in Oberlin.

Goldie Brewer, Colorado
Springs, was a Friday afternoon
visitor of OranandLaverneMilner.

Nan Cook and Bee Nelson ac-
companied Ruby Cook of Clayton
to Olatheon July 22 to the home of
Chris, Shannon, Koby and Dayton
Wermer. Intheafternoon, Beespent
timewithher daughter, TaraNel son,
and Anita Volskay. The girlswent
shopping but that was interrupted
with avisit to the ice cream shop.
Bee, Taraand Anitawent to visit
Bee'sbrother, Don Ward. On Sun-
day, Nan, Bee, Ruby and Ruby’s
grandsonsreturned home.

Lunchcompany of Reaand Dee
Magers on Thursday, July 21,
were Joy Luoto, Cedar Bluffs;
Joy’s sister-in-law, Heika
Werlinger, and children, Kaleigh,
andafriend, Stephanie, Tobin, and
Brandee, Renton, Wash.; and Joy
andHeika snephew, Shiloh, from
Sioux Falls, S.D.

Birthdays: DorisAuker - July 27,
Kaitlyn Stapp- July 28; FernMapes
- July 30; Carolyn Kelley-Plotts -
Aug. 1; ClaireLedie-Aug. 2.

Gary and Linda Matson of
Norton met Reaand Dee Magers
attheCardinal CaféinNorcaturon
Friday evening. They had anice
visit.

Therewill bea3on3basketball
tourney inNorcatur onAug. 13for
5th gradeand up. To register your
team, call Dave Stapp at (785)
693-4509. Registrationfeeis$21
per team.

Mr.and Mrs. Oran Milner went

toDenver Monday, July 18, where
they celebrated a belated 97th
birthday dinner with VeraBishop.
Also attending were Bruce
Bishop, George and Wilma
Bishop, MinnieRuthBailey. Oran
also celebrated his birthday, on
July 20 They came home Thurs-
day. Jeanand Ted L ee, Louisville,
wereinNorton sothey went tothe
BrooksMotel for avisit. Whilein
Denver theMilnersvisited ashort
time with Mike Bishop and Kim
Bishop who were on vacation at
Fort Collins, Colo. Kim left Aug.
1for CostaRicawhereshewill be

teaching thisyear.

Guestsof Lowell Sebaughfrom
July 18to July 21 were Terry and
Mark Crossof Olathe. They came
to visit for afew days and take
Lowell for a re-check at the
doctor’sinMcCook on Thursday.
Thursday evening they were
joined by Janice and Rodney
O’ Hare, and Linda and Monty
Hunt, for dinner at the Cardinal
Bar and Grill.

MUSEUM UPDATE

Bee Nelson brought in pictures
LeeEckhart drew of siteswhilehe
was in Guam in 1945, which we
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have photocopied. If anyone has
goodpicturesof St. Mark’sL utheran
Church being moved, please bring
themin sothey can be scanned and
put in the city scrapbook. Bob
Anderson, Class of 1943, brought
pictures he took of the alumni re-
union, Memoria Day march, etc.
We would love to have more pic-
turesof Norcatur happenings, recent
and old, and any Norcatur high
school pictures. Dropthemoff with
ChrisDempewolf at thecity office,
or they may be sent to her c/o City
of Norcatur, Box 89, Norcatur, Kan.,
67653.
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Police standoff
near Bird City
ends peacefully

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

A standoff at theCountry Trader
Gunand Pawn Shop south of Bird
City ended after sevenhoursMon-
day afternoon with state troopers
andsheriff’sdeputiesarrestingthe
owner on afelony warrant.

Teams of specially trained
troopers backed up by Cheyenne
and Sherman County sheriff’s
deputies and a Highway Patrol
helicopter surrounded the house
and arrested Vertie Earl Bolyard,
69, ashewaswalkingaong atree
line east of the house about nine
miles south of Bird City.

About two dozen officerswere
involved, and members of the
Highway Patrol’s Special Re-
sponse Team had beenrushedinto
handle the situation.

Once the team members ar-
rived, asquad of four to six offic-
erswasdropped behindatreeline
on the north side of the property
about4p.m.MountainTime. They
moved into position to be ableto
see the house and surrounding
buildings.

An hour later, a second group
was taken to the house, followed
by sheriff’s deputies from both
countiesand moretroopers.

The officers could see Bolyard
outside hishouse, and hewent out
by ashedtothewest of the house.
About 30 minutesafter thesecond
team and officers went down
Country Road 28, officers re-
ported the team had arrested
Bolyard near thetreeline.

After the arrest, Bolyard was
being taken to the Sherman
County Batillein Goodlandwhen
he complained of chest pains. He
hasahistory of heart problemsand
has a pacemaker. The Cheyenne
County, Sherman County and
State Patrol vehicles pulled over
on County Road D and askedfora
Cheyenne County ambulance.

The ambulance took him to
Goodland Regional Medical Cen-
ter about 5 p.m.

Earlier, State Trooper Troy
Gardner saidthey werebeing care-
ful and taking things very slowly
to keep anyone from being hurt.
Gardner and the other officers
weregathered at acommand cen-
ter at anabandoned houseonabhill
about half amilenorthwest of the
gun shop.

“We are not trying to escalate
this,” hesaid. “Heisthe onewho
escalated it. We hope to end this
peacefully.”

Highway Patrol officers re-
mained at Bolyard’s home to se-
cure and search the house, gun
shop and outbuildings.

St. Francis Police Officer
NorvinAndersonsaidtheincident
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began when he tried to stop
Bolyard outside of St. Francis
about 8:30a.m. Mountain Timetc
serveafelony warrant.

AndersonsaidBolyardtook off,
but then stopped when Anderson
turned on hissiren and lights.

“1 thought this was going to be
easier than expected,” Anderson
said. “When | got out to servethe
warrant, he took off in a white
Chevy pickup.”

Anderson said he and a state
trooper gave chase and the speed
was up to 85 mph at times on the
county roads.

Shortly after 9a.m., therewase
report that Bolyard was headed
back to hishome.

Thetrooper asked the Sherman
County sheriff’s office for assis-
tanceabout 8:50a.m., and adeputy
wassent to block Sherman County
Road 28 at the county line.

The house is about four miles
north of the Sherman county line
and ninemilessouth of U.S.36 on
the main Bird City-Edson road,
known as Road 28 in Sherman
County. Itisninemileseast of K-
27.

Troopers at the scene asked for
the Special Response Team, and
thesquad wasorganized and offic-
ers were on the scene by mid-af-
ternoon. Somehadto beflownin;
others came by car and special
vehicles.

Troopersand sheriff’sdeputies
blocked the roads around the
houseand werewatchingthrough
binoculars. Bolyard was seen
moving around in the yard, but
there were no reports of whether
hewas armed.

Officersweretold to keep their
distance because Bolyard report-
edly had a50-caliber gun.

A Cheyenne County deputy,
Mark Davidson, saidthey blocked
theareaand waited for thearrival
of the special response team be-
fore any decisionswere made.

Atthecourthousein St. Francis,
officials said there was awarrant
for Bolyard, but it wouldn’t bein
the public file until it is served.
That isstandard procedure.

About noon it was reportec
Bolyard's phone had been turned
off, and his daughter, Cindie
Yarger of Goodland, had been
turned back at the roadbl ock.

There was a question about the
whereaboutsof hisestrangedwife,
Rose, andsonClyde, 12, butitwas
confirmed later that they were
safe. She works at the Bird City
Post Office.

Bolyard' sgunshop, northof his
house, isstocked withrifles, shot-
gunsand pistolsof every sizeanc
caliber, plusammunitionfor most
of theguns.




