Fire department
shows new home

By VERONICA MONIER

The Norton Rural Fire Depart-
ment iswell onitsway to making
itself at homeinanew building.

Phillip Loughry, chairman of
Rural FireDistrict No. 2, saidthey
purchased the building at 914 N.
State St. inearly Junefor $65,000
after selling its old one to the
Norton County Hospital for
$50,000.

He said the district bought the
new building because it needed
more space and both the hospital
and GeneCarter, whosoldthenew
building to thedistrict, werewill-
ing to work with them.

“We had been looking for a
while,” hesaid. “Wetriedtobuy a
new building before, butitalways
got sold beforewe could closeon
it.

“Gene wanted the fire depart-
ment to have the building and so
he was willing to work with us.
And the hospital wanted the old
building, sothey werea sowilling
towork with us. Both aretherea-
son we were able to get the new
building.”

Loughry said the new building
is 6,920 square feet, alot more
spacethat theoldbuildings' 2,400
squarefeet.

Inadditiontothespace, thenew
building has three 14-foot doors,
comparedtoone10-foot door, and
because of itslocation, allowing
easy accessto both highways.

Before, hesaid, thefire depart-

ment didn’t haveenoughheightto
getthetrucksinandout andall six
trucks had to come out one door.

Also, he said, there is more
spaceinfront of thenew building,
so the department can hold train-
ing exercises.

“It just had absolutely every-
thing we needed,” he said.

Mr. Loughry said anopenhouse
was held Saturday morning so
people could come check out the
new facility. With everything else
going on, including Crazy Day
downtown and the county fair, he
saidhewashappy withtheturnout.

Now that it has more space, he
said the department has room for
new equipment. The district has
appliedfor several grants, hoping
to get a new pumper truck and
grassrig.

The fire district covers eight
townships, mainly in the center
part of the county.

The Almena district covers
eastern Norton County and the
Lenoradistrict takes care of the
west, hesaid.

Steve Otter isthefire chief and
Ed Witt isthe assistant fire chief.

Other board members are Sec-
retary Chuck Ankenman, Trea-
surer Chris Harting, Dwight
Sprigg, Steve Persinger, Steve
Washburn, Brandon Schultz,
Dave Maddy and Gale Schulze.

Thefire district was organized
in 1969 and originally covered
fivetownships.

Big load to travel
on county’s roads

By CYNTHIA HAYNES

Whilethe county doesn’t know
when or what will be moving,
Road and Bridge Supervisor Tom
Brannan said some time this
month something big is heading
from Nebraska through Norton
County and into Decatur County
onitsway to Colorado.

Mr. Brannan told the county
commissionersonMonday that he
has been notified by a company
out of Alberta, Canada, that it will
bemovinga“superload” over the
county’s roads sometime this
month.

Mr. Brannan said the load will
be over 216 feet long and 20 feet
wide and weigh about 246 tons.

The load will be balanced be-
tween trailersin such away that
onewill be pulling and one push-
ing, hesaid.

Mr. Brannansaid hehasfigured

“Whenwehaveadatewe' Il an-
nounceit becauseit will beinter-
esting to see it coming through,”
Mr. Brannan said.

In other business, the commis-
sioners:

e Talked to Pat Cox of the
county’s engineering firm, BG
Consultants, about atest the state
is requiring on the bottom of the
new landfill pit. Mr. Cox said that
BGwill bedoingthetestwithinthe
next coupleof days. After that the
stateshouldgivetheauthorization
for the county to open the new
landfill.

« Discussed the county’s ex-
pense in unattended deaths, such
assuicides, whichincludeboththe
coroner and autopsies in many
Cases.

* Held a 15-minute closed ses-
sion with Mr. Brannan, a 20-
minute closed session with Solid
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Tower
catches
the wind

Gale Schulze of Norton says
he'san old country boy, and he
had always wanted a wooden
windmill, even after heand his
wife Sharon moved into town.

During a conversation with
Jim Plottsof Norcatur, thetwo
men discovered they had alot
incommon. Mr. Plottshasbeen
collecting windmill parts for
years. Mr. Schulzewanted one,
sothetwo struck adeal.

Mr. Plotts estimates it took
him two weeks to completely
restoretheoriginal mechanism
and constructthe 10-foot diam-
eter head. He made the tower
and head out of redwood. He
hand cut each of the 84 blades
that go into the six sections,
called sails. Thewholeappara-
tus, counterbalanced by a ce-
ment “football,” stands atop a
19-foot tower.

The windmill, a Monitor
model L, was made by Baker
Manufacturing.

Tuesday morning, Mark
Bailey and his father Gail
Bailey of Bailey Electric,
Norcatur, drilled the holes for
thelegs. They used their utility
truck to set the tower and the
head.

Mr. Plotts, with the help of
Mr. Schulze, assembled the
sections of the head while
standing on the four-foot-by-
four-foot platformontop of the
tower. Mr. Schulze tied each
section to arope, which Mr.
Plottsthen pulledtothetopand
attached to the head.

The windmill works, but at
the Schulze homeit is strictly
decorative. There's no well to
hook it to.

Gale Schulze (left) and Jim Plotts assembled a windmill in Mr. Schulze’s back yard
Tuesday morning. Mr. Plotts built the tower and restored the entire head of the
— Telegram photo by Carolyn Plotts

old Monitor wind

mill.

arned man
dies in wreck
near Logan

A 22-year-old Larned manwas
killed in a car accident Saturday
near Logan.

At about 7:34 p.m., Nicholas
Paul Niemeyer was driving his
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Norton County Notice of Budget Hearing
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NOTICE OF BUDGET HEARING

The governing body of

Norton County
will meet on the 15th day of August, 2005 at 11:30 A.M. at the Norton County Courthouse Commissioner's Room for the purpose of

hearing and answering objections of taxpayers relating to the proposed use of all funds and the amoung of ad valorem tax.
Detailed budget information is available at the County Clerk's office
and will be available at this hearing.
BUDGET SUMMARY

Proposed Budget 2006 Expenditures and the Amount of 2005 Ad Valorem Tax establish the maximum limits of the 2006 budget.

N N N Estimated Tax Rate* is subject to change depending on final d valuation.
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*Tax rates are expressed in mills

Robert Wyatt

County Clerk



