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\Words not so good
at award ceremony

One of his friends came to Topeka to give Sen. Tim Huelskamp

an award last week.

Grover Norquist, president of Americans for Tax Reform,
named Sen. Huelskamp, a Fowler Republican, as a “Hero of the

Taxpayer.”

Though it sounds like something out of the old Soviet Union,
it’s really a nice honor for a conservative legislator. While on the
podium, though, he made some comments about Republicans
and tax increases that drew a reporter’s attention, and the result

was not so good.

“Republicans who vote for tax increases are like rat heads in
Coke bottles,” Mr. Norquist said. “They don’t just hurt them-

selves; they damage the brand.”

Of course the reporters had a field day. Sen Steve Morris, who
has the next district over, allowed as how he had voted for a
couple of tax increases over the years. Morris, a conservative of
sorts, is president of the Senate, and a man of some influence.

Rep. Bill Light of Rolla said he had voted for tax increases for
highways and schools over the years. He thought they were

good.

Nothing like offending potential allies to get a session rolling.
Sen. Huelskamp has been a leader of conservatives in the Senate,
especially since the untimely death of Sen. Stan Clark. He has
been leading the anti tax forces, and he deserved the award.

He didn’t deserve the notoriety that went along with Mr.
Norquist’s remarks. What an ugly phrase. Graphic and to the

point, but tasteless.

And, whatever true believers say, there are times a tax increase
Is appropriate. Not many perhaps, but they exist.

Kansas spending has grown, in real dollars, more than four
times in 40 years, though. We’ve had quite enough tax increases
over that time, thank you very much.

And while his heart was in the right place, Mr. Norquist wasn’t
doing his friend or the antitax movement much of a favor talking

like that.

Call a spade a spade if you must, Mr. Norquist, but leave the rats

out of it.

The effort to control state spending and end the constant
stream of tax increases is too important to be left to the careless

and the loudmouthed.

With the state Supreme Court trying to establish a right of
unlimited school funding, the entire state budget is in peril. We

need all the help we can get here.

Memo to Sen. Huelskamp:
Find some new friends.

— Steve Haynes
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Mountain vacation Is relaxing

ereonvacation,” | said. “I'll
doit.I'll doit. Don’tbugme.”
Thiswasmy reply toJim’sin-

sistence that | “better get my column”
written Sunday.

Heknew we had plansfor early Mon-
day morning (my usual day towritethis)
and therewould be no timethen.

Aftermy thirdor fourthdelay tactic, he
said, “1’m going to start calling you
Procrasta.”

“Who' sProcrasta?’ | innocently asked.

“Carrie Nation' sfirst cousin,” he shot
back. “Y ou know, ProcrastaNation.”

If heweren’t sodarned funny, he’ dre-
ally tick me off. But when he pulls stuff
likethat, all I candoislaugh.

We're spending three of the loveliest,
laziest dayswe veever hadinahousein
the San Luis Valley in the mountains of
southern Colorado. When my editor and
her husband moved from Creede, Colo.,
to Kansas, they kept their house here.
They retreat toit several timesayear and
make it availableto friends who want to
make the nine-hour drive.

Out Back

Carolyn Plotts

Thisyear it worked out that we could
take advantage of their generous offer.
We arrived late Friday afternoon and
foundeverythingjust aspromised. A dia
gram of the circuit breaker soon had
power to al appliances and the hot tub.
We even had ticketsto thelocal theater,
where we saw avery professional stage
play.

Thisis no rustic little cabin in the
woods. Thisisalovely loghousewithall
the conveniences and accouterments of
home. Webrought our owngroceriesand
had somelovely mealsdiningal frescoon
thefront porch. Jimfixesbreakfastandwe
eat that at the dining room table looking

out alarge picture window at the moun-
tainssurroundingthislittletownthat was
onceabustling mining camp.

Easy chairsinthelivingroomhavetheir
own picturewindow strategically placed,
I’msure, towatchtheanti csof humming-
birdsasthey jostlefor positionat thesugar
water feeder hung outside the window.

Thereisalittle mountain church just
downtheroad. Wewent to Sunday school
and churchthismorning, stayedfor apot-
luck dinner, came “home” for anap and
went back for evening services. It was e
good day.

Tomorrow, we plan to ride a narrow-
gaugesteamtrainonanall-day excursion.

The next day it’s back home. Back to
theroutine, our jobs, our friends, our fam-
ily. Thiswas our first real vacation to
somewhere other than Mexicoto build
house, to somewherefor abusinessmeet-
ing, or to visit oneof our kids.

| think threedaysisprobably themaxi-
mum amount of timewe could “ do noth-
ing.” But, oh my, it’sbeen great whileit
lasted.

Book brings back fond memories

sl sat down at the beauty shop

towaitmy turnfor ahaircutlast

week, | noticed the library
cardson thetable next to me. They were
lying next to aNancy Drew novel.

Boy, did that bring back memories.

Summertime in the 1950s and ' 60s
meant swimming and reading.

There were afew summer recreation
programsfor kidswhere | grew up: cut-
ting construction paper and using glue at
the city park shelter house on Saturday
morning. But therewasno swim club, no
softball for youngwomenandnoair con-
ditioning in the homes in our neighbor-
hood.

Mornings were for chores— dusting,
sweeping, laundry and gardening. Swim-
minglessonsdidtakeupmorningsfortwo
weeks during late June or early July, but
therest of thetimewasours.

Welived alongway fromthe pool and
thebestway toget their wasour bikes. We
could walk, but we could never decide
whether it was better to go with or with-
out our shoes. If youworeyour flipflops,
you ended up with blisters between your
toesandif youleft themhome, thehot tar

Open
Season
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onthestreetsburned your feet.

By 2 or 3 p.m., however, we were
headed home. Polio was still a problem
back then, and our mothersweresurethat
you got it at the pool on hot days.

TheCarnegiePublicLibrary wasonthe
way home, and my library card got used
amost every day. Nancy Drew and the
Hardy Boyswerefavoritefare. | wasalso
partial toseafaringta esof youthswhoran
away and becamecabinboysfor Drakeor
Raleigh.

I wouldlay onmy bedinmy underwear
withafanrunningfull blast and alemon-
ade at my elbow and delve into other
worlds as the temperature climbed into
the90sand 100s.

These days, we'retold, youngsters sit

inair-conditioned comfort and play videc
gameshy the hour.

I’msurethat happensalot. Still, | watch
thekidsheadingfor the pool ontheother

| sideof town andthey don'’t ook any dif-
| ferentthat wedid. Somearewearing flip

flops and some are hopping along bare-

footed.

Then, there arethe books.

It' sgoodtoknow that Nancy Drew and
the Hardy Boys are entertaining another
generation of youngsters, even if the
booksarelooking alittleragged.

As | traveled around the country &
couple of weeks ago, | saw dozens of
youngsters with their noses in the latest
Harry Potter book. J.K. Rowlingisagooc
writer, and her tal esof mischief and may-
hemat theHogwarts School of Witchcraft
havemany avideo gamer with their nose
inabook.

It remindsmeof high school, when ev-
ery boy had oneof lan Fleming’ s* James
Bond” paperbacksin his back pocket. |
don’t think those last couple of Harry
Potter booksaregonnafitinapocket, but
| bet alot of them can be found in back-
packsthisfall.

Energy bill will be good for Kansas and the environment

Congressman Jerry Moran lauded the
expected passage of an energy bill that
would require historic levels of renew-
ablefuel use.

Under anagreement the Energy Policy
Act of 2005would require petroleumre-
finerstouse7.5billiongallonsof renew-
ablefuels, such asethanol and biodiesel,
by 2012.

“The use of more grain-based fuelsis
good for the environment, as they burn
cleaner, good for Kansas farmers, who
will have additional markets for their
crops and good for the Kansas economy
because of additional jobsand revenue,”
Mr. Moran said. “Because of the use of

ethanol, agallon of gasis aready esti-
mated to be ten cents cheaper, and corn
prices could increase by more than ten
percent. Thisenergy bill hasbeenalong
time coming, and the American people
will benefit fromits passage.”

Also included in this comprehensive
energy legidlationareincentivesfor more
domesticoil production, aswell asinvest-
mentsin the country’ selectric transmis-
sion capacity in order to reduce the dan-
ger of blackouts. Other provisionscall for
additional use of solar energy andincen-
tivesfor hybrid carsand hydrogen use.

“Inadditionto beinganeconomicboon
for our state, thisenergy legid ationworks

tolower the costs of fuel for cars, homes
and businesses and will reduce the
country’ sdependenceonforeignail,” Mr.
Moransaid. “Forfartoolong, we vebeen
relying on other countries to supply our
fuel. Finally, we can depend more upon
our home-grown products and energy
sources to meet the needs of the Ameri-
can people.”

Asasenior member of the House Ag-
ricultureCommittee, Mr. Moranhaslong
been an advocate for incorporating &
greater use of renewable fuels derived
fromagriculturecommoditiesintoalong-
termenergy policy.



