S

()

VYAV 04 Y

Abuse of power
sascary thought

“The government giveth, and the government taketh away!”
That statement was written by the chief counsel for the Ameri-
can Family Association Center for Law and Policy, a constitutional
litigation firm, after the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that it was OK
for a Connecticut local government to seize private homes to use

in the private development of an office complex.

The key word is “private” —

“private homes” and “private

development.” If it were for a highway, it might be different to
seize property. But, itis ridiculous for a person to lose his/her
home so a private developer can make money by building.
The Supreme Court is using the “takings clause” of the Fifth
Amendment so the land can be used for an office complex.

Why?

The city needs a greater tax revenue. And, does that justify the
fact that someone’s property will be taken away?

The government should not have the power to take away
personal property and give it to someone else. Northwest Kansas
residents could use some additional tax revenue but the thought
of having city councilmen or commissioners go in and take
someone’s land, their house or businesses is scary.

Our forefathers crossed the ocean and fought wars so we did
not have to live in fear of the government. They wrote the Consti-
tution. And, then, to have something like this happen in the
name of economic development is dumping everything they

stood for.

What are the chances of something like this happening in our
little corner of the world? Probably pretty slim but the people in
the city of New London, Conn., probably never dreamed this

would happen to them.

When itis time to vote, don’t just mark the “yes” box for the
judges or legislators. With judges taking more and more power,
maybe it is time to study just what these judges stand for, some of
the cases they have handled and decisions they have made before

making that “mark.”

— Karen Krien
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UNLESS,
OF COURSE,
THIS oTUDY'S
INCLUDED IN
THAT THIRD,
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sually, I'm pretty sure of how

many cats we have. It’'s four.

Twoof ours, and two our daugh-
ter parked with us when she found out
Brad wasallergicto cats.

I’ vetried todraw thelinethere, though
Cynthia occasionally gets that “1-need-
another-cat” look in her eye.

Y oumay havenoticed, if youreadthis
page, that shelikecats.

Infact, someof youcomplainabout her
“cat columns,” and | know that adding to
your burdenisnot my job.

Thisoneistoogoodto passup, though.

Like | said, we have these four cats.
There’' s Moally, white-and-gray, muscu-
lar, dominant, answers to Monster.
There's April Alice, beige, blonde, a
sweetheart.

Thenthevisitors, Jezebel and Ruppert,
gray females, both daughter’s, both shy
most of thetime.

At first our cats did not take kindly to
the interlopers, especially Molly, who
doesn’t like other cats. She prefers the
company of dogs.

After six months, things have quieted
down. Thegray catshavecomeout of the
basement and occupy Lindsay’s room.
There' stheoccasional hiss, but fewer se-

Onthe

Prairie Dog
Steve Haynes

riousfurballs.

Onceinawhile, Molly will spot oneof
theinvadersintheyard, or onthebed, or
intheliving room, and give chase. | had
to replace theflap on the cat door after a
coupleof those. Jez brokeitright off, run-
ning full tilt oneday.

The other night, though, we were get-
ting ready for bed. That means two or
three cats arejockeying for positionson
the foot of the bed and the middle of the
mattressand on the pillows.

April wasthere. Sowas Jez.

Andsuddenly, therewasgrowling and
hissing.

Another cat, | thought. | looked around.
A dark shadow flitted acrossthe room.

Ruppert, | thought.

No, too dark. Way too dark.

Hey, whoisthat, anyway?

Therelssuchathing asone cat too many

Thereinthecorner of our second-floor
bedroom was the little black tomcat that
hasbeen hanging around the yard.

He's sleek and clean, and I’ m pretty
sure he' ssomebody’ s pet.

But therehewasin our room, and none
toosurehewanted anythingtodowithus.
Andthisisafully equipped littletomcat,
frontand rear.

Cynthia caught him. | hoisted him up
by thescruff of hisneck and marched him
downtothedoor.

Toss.

Thingswerequiet until the next morn-
ing, when | was trying to read the paper
and eat breakfast.

Therewasmeowinginthekitchen, and
not afamiliar meowing.

There, on the top of my rolltop desk,
wastheblack tom.

Sinceheknew meby then, hewaseasier
to catch. Andtoss.

But | fear he' sfound our food bowl by
now. And heseemstolikeit here.

He' sreally apretty nicecat, but another
cat wedon't need.

There’ smore, but | got to go.

| hear mewinginthekitchen again.

Congressmen speak out on methamphetamine problem

Thisweek | sponsored legislation de-
signed to fully fund the federal
government’ s obligation to special edu-
cation. H.R. 3145, TheMandatory IDEA
Full Funding Compromise Act, would
incrementally increase the amount of
funding for special education until the
government paysitsfull 40 percent share,
by 2010.

Under thelndividualswith Disabilities
Education Act (IDEA), passed in 1975,
thefederal government agreed to pay 40
percent of the additional cost of educat-
ing students with disabilities. However,
ithasneverfulfilledthat obligation. Since
coming to Congress, we have been suc-
cessful inalmost tripling thefederal fund-

Capitol
Views
Rep. Jerry Moran

ingfor special education—from 7.3 per-
centin1996to 18.6 percentin 2005. The
legislation | sponsored would take the
current funding level and gradually in-
crease it over the next five years until it
reachesthe promised 40 percent level.
The lack of adequate federal funding
places an unfair burden on local school
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districts working to meet the education
needsof all students, includingagrowing
number of studentswithspecia needs. As
Kansas struggles to come up with court-
ordered statefunding, thefederal govern-
ment needstomakesureitisdoingitspart.
Thislegislation would set an achievable
deadlineby whichthegovernmentwould
havetofund specia edasoriginally prom-
ised. It'slong past time for the federal
government to fulfill its commitment to
our dedicated special education profes-
sional s, our studentsand thetaxpayersof
Kansas.
M oreAttention Needed
on M ethamphetamine Problem

The National Association of Counties
recently released the results of a survey
that identifies methamphetamine as the
leading drug-related local law enforce-
ment problem in the United States. This
study echoes much of what | hear from
Kansas law enforcement officials and
other community leaders as | travel
aroundthestate. Kansashasworked hard
to confront this drug problem, and | be-
lieveitisalsotimefor our national drug
control strategy to make methamphet-
amineatop priority.

Thisweek, | joined my colleagues on
the bipartisan Congressional Caucus to
Fight and Control Methamphetaminein
sending aletter to President Bush, draw-
ing his attention to the survey regarding
the meth epidemic in America. Whilel
applaudthework of the Officeof National
Drug Control Policy, it isnecessary that
Congress and the Administration recog-
nizethedevastating effectsmeth hashad
on our local communities and join to-
gether in this fight against meth. | will
continue working to support federal ef-
forts to enhance education, prevention,
enforcement andtreatment of thisdanger-

ousdrug.
House PassesRegulations
tolmproveWorker Safety
On Tuesday, | supported House pas-
sage of legislation that would help im-
provetherelationship betweenbusinesses
and the Occupational Safety and Health
Administration (OSHA), the federal
agency responsible for worker safety.
WhileOSHA hasbeen effectiveinreduc-
ing on-the-job deaths and injuries, some
businesses have found the investigation
processoverly burdensome.
Thelegidlation passed thisweek would
allow OSHA to waive the deadline for
challenging citations, expand the OSHA
Review Commission, require courts to
defer to decisionsof thereview commis-
sionandalsoincluded other provisionsto
providesomerelief for small businesses.
Thelegidation now goestothe Senatefor
consideration.
Visitingthe USDA
Rural Development Office
On Friday, on my way home from
Washington, D.C., | stopped by the
USDA Rural Development Officein To-
peka and met with the Director, Chuck
Banks. Banksupdated meon several re-
cent projectsthey have beeninvolvedin
acrossthestate. Heisal soafrequentvisi-
tor to my officein Washington, D.C.
One of the most recent issues | have
been working with Banks and the Rural
Development Officeonistheeffort toadd
additional housing in communities
around Fort Riley. Earlier this month, |
attended anevent at theFort, announcing
$25 million in guaranteed lending assis-
tance through USDA’s Rural Housing
Program. This program will help Fort
Riley soldiersand their familieswith fi-
nancing opportunitiesto purchasehomes
in rural communities. With over 3,000

new troops arriving at the Fort over the
next six months, thisfundingisvery ben-
eficial.
BigFirst Tour
Continuesin Gove County

Thisweek, theBigFirst Listening Tour
took me to Grinnell, in Gove County,
where| joined arearesidentsfor the an-
nual Harvest Festival Parade. Thisgave
methe opportunity to seemany Kansans
during the parade, and to meet and talk
withfolksafterwards.

Thereare18morestopstogo. Forafull li
of timesanddateswhen!’ Il beinyour county,
vist here: <http:/mwww.house.gov/apps/list/
press/ks01_moran/
041105TheTour.html>http://
www.house.gov/apps/list/press
k01 moran/041105TheTour.html

Also thisweekend, | visited with cen-
tral Kansas residents during the After
Harvest Festival Paradein Ellinwood.

Contact Me

Itisan honor to serveyouin Washing-
ton, D.C. Please let me know how | can
beof service. Y oucanemail methrough
my web pageat: <http://www.house.gov/
moranksO1/hearingfromyou.htm>http://
www.house.gov/moranks01/
hearingfromyou.htm

Y ou canal so contact methrough oneof
my offices: Hays District Office, 1200
Main Street, Suite 402, P.O. Box 249,
Hays, Kansas67601-0249, P: (785) 628-
6401, F: (785) 628-3791; Hutchinson
District Office, LN Main, Suite525, P.O.
Box 1128, Hutchinson, 67504, P: (620)
665-6138, F: (620) 665-6360; SalinaDis-
trict Office, 119 West Iron, Suite 603,
P.O.Box 766, Saling, KS67402-0766, P:
(785) 309-0572, F: (785) 827-6957;
Washington D.C. Office, 2443 Rayburn
H.O.B., Washington, DC 20515, P: (202)
225-2715, F: (202) 225-5124



