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Legisiature folas
and gives court
what itwants

TheKansasL egidaturediditsduty and hasgone home.

Themessit left behind will bewith usfor years.

Conservativesinthe House blinked, and cameup with very little.

Schoolssuing for moremoney got the state Supreme Court toenshrinea
“duty” to fund education at whatever level some consultant saysis* suit-

able” inthe Constitution.

AndtheLegislaturenolonger has control of state spending.

Theresults?

Quite possibly, atax increase to pay for the $146 million the court in-
sisted the state add to school spending thisyear, plus millions more over

thennext fiveyears.

Budget cutsfor social services, higher education, highways, economic
devel opment and other state programs, asschoolstake alarger and larger

share of thepie.

A continual fight over how to pay for ever-increasing demands on the

Statetreasury.

It shard to say what will put astop to thebudget spiral that could ensue.
Conservatives, whenthey folded their tents, vowedto continuethefight
tolimitthecourt’ spower over spendingnextyear. Theredlity is, therewon't
beany morevotesfor aconstitutional amendment to curbthecourtin Janu-

ary than therewere thismonth.

Itlost by 11 votesthistimeafter breezing through the Senate.

That means the House was nearly a dozen votes shy of the two-thirds
required to passthe measure. That’ snot going to change.

Demand for school spending won’t go away, thoughthereislittledem-
onstrated need for theextrabillion or so the court could wind up ordering.

It’ strue, one consultant report found that kind of need. The Legislature
looked at it, and decided the taxpayerscouldn’t afford it.

Someschool officialswereadamant that they needed more. Havinglost
inthe Legidlature, they sued the state, using $2 million in state money to

pay thelegal fees.

Another study under way might comein higher, might comein lower.
Thestate still wouldn’t havethe money.

Andthetaxpayersstill couldn’'t affordit.

That’ sthe missing link. What the taxpayerswant.

What people can afford.

And right now, the tax-and-spend crowd, led by the Supreme Court, is

inthedriver’ sseat.

Kansastaxpayers can expect to havetheir pockets picked over the next

coupleof years.

They should remember who isin charge. And who paid the bill for all

this. — Seve Haynes

LETTERTO THEEDITOR:
New effort to help reduce tobacco use

Dear Editor,

A new initiativeis underway in Kan-
sas designed to limit Kansas children’s
access to cigarettes and other tobacco
products.

“1t' sEverybody” Business,” isaneffort
by the Kansas Social and Rehabilitation
Services/Addiction and Prevention Ser-
vices, the Kansas Regional Prevention
Centers, theKansasDepartment of Health
and Environment/Tobacco Use Preven-
tion Program, the Kansas Department of
Revenue/Alcoholic Beverage Control,
the Tobacco Free Kansas Coalition and
Kansas Family Partnership.

Thiscoalition will beworking to edu-
cate retailers about the consequences of
selling tobacco productsto minors.

WEe' ve established free resources that
retailerscan useto educatetheir employ-

eesabout thelaw ontobacco salesto help
them comply with thelaw.

Onsitetraining programsfor clerksand
managers will be conducted by preven-
tion specialists. Print materials will be
made available in stores to deter illegal
sales.

Kansas ranks almost last in the nation
for compliance with underage tobacco
saleslaw.

Throughthisinitiative, itisour goa to
achieve ahigher standard of compliance
that will makeour children healthier.

To see how you can help, go to
www.itseverybodysbusiness.org.

Janae Talbott,

community prevention consultant,
Regional Prevention Center

of Northwest Kansas
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Getthat recipe beforei [tsgone forever

takeamomenttocall her andfind out
how she makesa particular dish you
especially like. Youwon't regret it.

Y esterday, afriend at church brought
what looked like a bushel of fresh zuc-
chini and gardenlettuceto church. “Help
yourselves,” he and his wife both said.
They were even kind enough to provide
grocery sacks.

| know | took our share. The thoughts
of fried zucchini andwiltedlettucedanced
inmy head. But later, staringat asink full
of crispy lettuce leaves, thoughts of
“Now, how did Mom make wilted let-
tuce?’ bounced around in my noggin.

| remembered baconwasinvolvedand
there was something about vinegar and
sugar, but quantitiesand sequenceswere
fuzzy. A call tomy friend Deeleft mewith
another good recipe, but it wasn't quite
what | remembered.

Maybe Donna Kelley, my brother
Dick’ swife, would know. Sureenough,
she said her mother made it the same

I f your mother isstill living, stop and

Out Back

Carolyn Plotts

way my mom did. They fried some ba-
con in a skillet, removed it and
crumbleditforlater; added salt and pep-
per, sugar and vinegar to the pan and
cooked it down some. That’s right. |
remember now.

Here is where Donna said she parted
wayswith our mothers' techniques. Her
mom and mineboth put thelettuceinthe
skillet, tossed and stirred and covered
until itwaswilted. They added thebacon
atthelast. Donnasaid sheputsthelettuce
and chopped green onion in a bowl and
poursthe hot mixtureover. It practically
wiltsbeforeyour eyes.

Eitherway, it’ ssuregoodeatin’. Socall
your mother. Don't let those old recipes
belost. Bon appétit.

—ob—

Our 10-year-old granddaughter, Alex-
andria, wasonaswimteamthissummer.
Shefinished her seasonwith several med-
alsandthesati sfaction of knowing shegot
better each time shecompeted. Wegot to
go to one of her closer competitions and
could seewhy shethought it wasso much
fun.

Teammothersarrived at the pool early
to stake out the best site. Tentsand cano-
pieswent up, coolers came out, food ap-
peared andtheday-long party began. Kids
ingoggles, rubber swim capsand match-
ing suitsdashedinand out. Someonehad
alwayslost atowel or sandals.

A loudspeaker announced upcoming
eventsand motherswouldfrantically urge
adawdling child to, “Hurry up. You're
going tomissyour race.”

Besides watching Alex, we had as
much funwatching all the other people.

Adulthood Is something to be obtained

paper about the difficulties many

school districts are facing regarding
adress code — not for the students, but
theteachers.

Colorado Springsschoolsfor example,
prohibits sexually provocative itemsin-
cluding clothing that exposes* cleavage,
private parts, the midriff or undergar-
ments.”

My first response to thisis, “And?”’
Common sense would direct that,
wouldn’tyou think?Hmmm, maybenot.

My mother had definite ideas about
what was considered appropriate dress.
For yearsshenever woreslacksand then
finally succumbedtothetemptationwhen
shewas cold so much of thetime.

| remember clearly when| wasin high
school. Therulein our homewas| could
never wear pantsand certainly not shorts
on Sunday .

Y ou can imagine the dilemmawhen |

I recently read an articleby CNN ina
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was invited to adrag racein Hayson a
Sunday. Obviously itwasn'’ ttheplacefor
adress but my mother was unbending.
Shewould not tol erate mewearing pants.

Never without solutions, shefound one.
Asif oncuemy Mother and | went down
toBrowne' sClothing Storeand they had
adenim skirt and vest ouitfit. In today’s
world that doesn’t seem unusual, but in
1964, it was very unusual to find a cute
anything denim.

| can’t help but wonder what has hap-
pened to good old-fashioned common

sense, to promoting an air of profession-
alism?What happenedtotheideaof mak-
ing a distinction between student anc
teacher?

When | wasakid wespent alot of time
playing pretend— I’ mthemom, I’mthe
teacher, I'm the fireman. Being an adult
looked likean exciting life. It wasfun to
think of growing up.

It isimportant for our children to see
adulthood as something to be attained, &
rite of passage. Our roleisto teach chil-
dren the positive attributes of becoming
an adult, not portraying childhood as an
infiniteera.

Theplacetoimpart common senseand
professionalismisinthehome. Itisn't up
to daycare or the school — it isthe par-
ents’ responsibility to raise responsible,
caring and common sense kids. It takes
time, not money. It isn’'t done in the
grandstand,but inthehomeand most im-
portantly by example. Our example.

Legislation to increase local control

Congressman Jerry Moran has spon-
sored legislation in response to growing
concerns by educators about the restric-
tions placed on schools by the No Child
L eft Behind education plan.

Congressman Moran’ slegislation, the
Stateand L ocal EducationFlexibility Act
of 2005, worksto increase local control
and flexibility in education, while main-
tainingthehigh standardsK ansasschools
have alwaysworked toward.

“Inall therhetoricand discussionabout
school fundingandNo Child L eft Behind,
we must remember one thing— Kansas
already has great schools,” Mr. Moran
said. “Thislegidation will help Kansas
schoolsmaintaintheir aready high stan-
dardsand ensurethat control over educa-
tion remains with the local teachers and
school districts.”

While Mr. Moran voted against theno

child bill because of concerns about too
many federal restrictions on the class-
room, hehasbeenworking withteachers
and school administrators to make sure
that the law works.

The legislation sponsored by Mr.
Moran allows schools greater flexibility
toimplement theno childlaw, whilestill
ensuring that children learn and schools
in need of improvement areidentified.

Thelegidation ensuresthat school ad-
ministratorshavetheflexibility toinclude
special education studentswhen cal cul at-
ing high school graduation rates.

It gives states the option to assess the
educational needsof non-English speak-
ingstudentsdifferently, or notatal, if the
studentisintheir first full year of school-
inginthestate.

Thelegidationalsoprovidesstateswith
theflexibility to consider specia educa

tionandrural teacherswhoteachmultiple
academicsubjectsas* highly-qudified” in
all subjectareasif they meet certainrequire-
ments. Thisisparticularly importantinru-
ral Kansas, whereteachersoftenteach sev-
eral subjectsanditisdifficult for that edu-
cator to becomecertifiedinal areas.

“Kansasteachersal ready must passrig-
orousstandardsbeforethey ever stepinto
aclassroom,” Mr.Moransaid. “Thisleg-
islation allows our educators to spend
more time with students and less time
completing additional credentialing re-
quirements and coursework. The last
thingwewantisfor classroomstobecome
abureaucracy whereteachersspend more
timefilling out paperwork than teaching
our children.”

For moreinformation, contact Congress-
manMoranat (202) 225-27150rvisthisweb
pageat http:www.house.gov/moranks0l/ .



