Friday, July 8,2005

Matthew 13: The Par-
able of the Sower

Jesus was a great story
teller. He used the stories
to help people understand
his message and that tac-

urday night if | had to get up
and go to church on Sunday
morning? Why should |
worry about somebody not
having enough to eat or be-
ing lonely? | did care about
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people but, because | didn’t
putGod firstin mylife, I didn’t
do anything to improve any
one else’s life.

Our God is a patient and
loving God who tended my

souland prepared itfora
second planting. This
time, when the seed fell,
it found fertile soil. This
time the gospel put down
deep roots and is con-

tic seemed to
work, though
often, he had to
explain the
story, or the
parable, to his
listeners. | re-
member, as a
youth, wonder-
ing why “they”
didn’t get it but
now | realize
they didn’thave
the benefit of
having the New
Testament in
front of them or
two thousand
years of history
behind them.

I’'ve alsocome
to realize parts
of this parable
describe my life
and, probably,
some of yours
as well.

When | first
heard the gos-
pel, | took it to
heart and was
really enthusi-
astic about it
but ldidn’tletit
take root. It
wasn’triches or
persecution
that took away
my enthusi-
asm, itwas lazi-
ness and the
call of all the
“fun” things to
do. How could |
go waste my
timeand money
in bars on Sat-

SUNDAY
Matthew
18:21-35

Sometimes you have a
really productive day, one full
of purpose. That “to-do” list
you made this morning has
almost every item crossed off,
and it's only mid-afternoon!
You've been working hard
without a pause and it feels
- good to get so many things

| 1} | done. Next on the list is . . .

: wait, take a break and slow
down a bit . . . take some time
to sit and catch your breath.

While resting, why not
reflect on your spiritual life?
Where does God rank on your
list? Though our goals for
today and each day are
important, the knowledge of
God’s standards for our lives
is essential. How do we know
what God’s standards are?
His Word, the Bible, is a
|wonderful  guide for
establishing priorities for
living. In 2 Timothy 3:16-17, it
says: “All Scripture is God-
breathed and is useful for
teaching, rebuking, correcting
and training in righteousness,
so that the man of God may
be thoroughly equipped for
every good work.”

Worship God in His house
each week, and pray to Him
each day concerning His plan
for you. God will help you
keep your list in order.
Trust Him.

tinuing to
grow and will
produce agood
yield.

If you heard
the gospel but
ignored it, if
you heard the
gospel and be-
came enthused
but only for a
short while, if
you heard the
gospel and
loved it but
walked away
fromitbecause
you got teased
or  wanted
something
else, listento it
again. Nothing
you have ever
said or done
has made God
stop loving
you. Give
yourself a sec-
ond, or third,
chance to hear
God’s voice.
Let God work
in you and let
that seed of
faith grow, put
down roots,
and you will
not only pro-
duce a good
yield for God,
you will be
blessed with

MONDAY
Genesis
33:117

TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY
Genesis Genesis Exodus
45:1-28 49:29-50:14 33:1-23
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joy beyond be-
lief, knowing
your reward
will be greatin
heaven.

SATURDAY
Numbers
14:11-25

Exodus
34:1-28

hespnrs of
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(e In our community

Pizza Hut/Taco Bell
Come Join Us For Our
“SUNDAY BRUNCH BUFFET”
Pizza, Pasta, Salad & Dessert
FREE COFFEE or TEA
W. Hwy. 36 - Norton - 877-3359

Norton Animal Health Center
Complete Large & Small Animal Service
801 W. Holme » Norton  877-2411
Aaron R. White, DVM
Sarah Ketterl White, DVM
Mon.thru Fri. 8-5, Sat. 8-12

McMullen Real Estate
Donald McMullen, Broker; Robert Wyatt
McMullen & Wyatt Auctions

Auctioneers * Realtors
FarmeEstatesAntiqueseHouseholds
113 N. State - 877-3299 - Norton

Felton’s Ace Building Center
“For All Your Building Needs”
~Home Owned and Operated~
Joe and Janet Felton
415 E. Holme - 877-3070 - Norton

Engel’s Sales & Service
Complete Auto Repair
Small Engines & Lawn Care Equip.
Toro* Lawnboy * Stihl Chain Saws
209 W. Lincoln - 877-3391 - Norton

Bridges Group Inc.
“Serving the Norton Area Since 1894”
117 N. Kansas * Norton, Kan.
785-877-4016

Moffet Drug Store
“Prescription Specialists”
Hallmark Cards and
Russell Stover Candies
102 S. State - 877-2721 - Norton

Whitney Construction

and Farms
Dry Fertilizer Sales and Applications
Terracing » Dozer Work « Ponds
Route 1 - 877-3745 - Norton

Nelson Bros.

Construction, Inc.
Gen. Contractors * Butler Bldg.
Equipment Rental
Route 3 - 877-2554 - Norton

Norton County Co-op
Elevator-Service Station
877-5131 or 877-5188 - Norton
693-4522 - Clayton Branch

Sander Furniture & Gifts

Mon.-Fri.9a.m.-6 p.m.,
Sat. 9a.m.-5p.m.
Bradley and Kim Sander
301 W. Holme ¢ 874-4974

First State Bank
“Your Progressive Community Bank”
Member FDIC
105 W. Main - 877-3341 - Norton

Norton Shop & Save
“Your Local Affiliated
Full Service Grocer”

313 W. Main ¢ Norton, Kan.
785-877-2422

Pamida Pharmacy
505 W. Holme * 877-2133
Toll Free 866-249-7804
Mon.-Fri.9a.m.-6 p.m., Sat. 9a.m.-3 p.m.
Leigh Ann Hahn, Manager

Norton County Abstract

Company, Inc.
Title Insurance * State Licensed

213 Kansas Ave. — 877-3882
Fax 785-877-5538—Kay Risewick, Manager

Hardy Construction
New Construction Q Concrete
Roofing Q Remodeling Q Decks
—Sentinel Building Representative—
877-3892/871-0832—Lee Hardy

Ask Us About Durable Alternative To Vinyl Or Metal Siding

Don King Locksmith
Business * Home * Auto
Keys and Locks, Our Service is the KEY
EMERGENCY LOCK OUT SERVICE. KEYS MADE.
~Locks rekeyed. All your locksmith needs~
203S. State, Norton  Local: 874-4449
Toll Free: 888-874-4449

Security Abstract Company

Abstracters Title Insurance Agents
~Home Loans~

Prompt - Efficient - Confidential
214 E. Washington - Norton - 877-2141
Jolene L. Weiser, owner

Town & Country Kitchen
Daily Lunch Buffet & Evening Specials
Party & Banquet Facilities Available
Open 6:00 A.M.-8:30 P.M.
Cindy McMullen, Owner & Staff
Hwy 36 E. « 877-3511 « Norton

Don’s Floor Covering
Residential & Commercial
Carpet * Sheet Vinyl * Tile
Levolor Blinds * Panasonic Vacuums
113 W. Washington - Norton
877-3002 - Don Kaus - FREE Estimates

Countryside Veterinary Clinic
of Oberlin, PA.

N. Hwy. 83, Oberlin, KS (North of Sale Barn)

785-475-3808 « 1-800-953-3808

Mark R. Olson, D.V.M. ¢ Travis A. Hissong, D.V.M.

24-Hour Emergency Service
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WHISPERING PINES

By CYNTHIA KINDALL

EdWhitney and Jimand Shirley
Malcolm came to visit Mable
MalcolmonMay 21.

Ashley Houk from Missouri
stopped and visited her great-
grandmother, Hazel Bates.

Steveand EileenHolliday from
Fairbury, Neb., visited Carrie
Malcolm. Paul and Karen
Holliday from Johnson, were
other visitors.

Lowell and Debbie Bryant of
Topeka visited Beth and Elton
Bryant on Friday afternoon, May
27.

OnMay 21 Kennis, Nancy, and
Ann McClelland, Darleen
McClelland of Beaver City,
Kaylene and Karissa Bell of
Holdrege, visited Beth and Elton
Bryant.

Kirk KassoncalledonBethand
Elton Bryant one day the end of
May.

Kennis, Kaine, Annand Nancy
McClelland of Beaver City visited
Elton and Beth Bryant on Sunday
May 29. They all enjoyed playing
with dart guns.

Visiting lone Jordan were Jim
and Patty KautenandMarie. Mor-
gan Kauten was out for breakfast
onMemorial Day and to decorate
the cemeteries.

Donna and Bob McClelland
were hereto visit Elton and Beth
Bryant on May 30.

Greg and Ardie Grimes,
Baldwin City, visited Dorothy
Bernard over Memorial Day
weekend. They decorated graves
at Almenaand Densmore and at-
tendedtheservicesat Mt. Hopein
Almena. Jeff Grimesand Charise
and Nate Orr came on Sunday to
see “Gram”. They all visited
Wayne Bernard at the Logan
Manor.

loneJordani’ srecentvisitorsthe
end of May were Flora Sanders
fromTopeka, and Esther Tweed of
Norton.

BethBernardandArdieGrimes
took Dorothy Bernard out for din-
ner June 11. Ardie stayed over-
night to take Dorothy to the
Roeder family reunioninAlmena
on Sunday, June 12.

The United Methodist women
wereat Whispering Pineson June
8 for their meeting of which Beth
Bryant, lone Jordan and Lucille
Stackhouse joined them.

OnJunel2thefollowing met at
the Senior Center in Almenato
honor BobMcClelland onhis80th
birthday which is June 29. They
were: Beth Bryant and Kennis,
Nancy and Ann McClelland Bea
ver City; Darleen McClelland
Beaver City Assisted Living;
KaineMcClellandfromKearney;

Kaylene, Jeff and Karissa Bell
Holdrege; Bob and Donns
McClelland Almena; Dennisand
Jacoband BrookeM cClellandand
friendKelly and | zaac L eonard of
Great Bend; Tana and Nicholas
Christensen, Laural and\Weston of
Orleans, Nebr.; Carol Hrabe anc
Cody Hardy, Ila and Eldon
George, Bobby Godfrey, Redeare
Godfrey, Kirk, Kim, Macy anc
Micah Kasson, Almena.

Thoseinattendancefor thesec-
ondanniversary party at Whisper-
ing PineswereHulaGirlsCynthie
Callins and Suzi White. Thefol-
lowing staff membershel pedwith
theparty CynthiaKindall, Amber
Young, and Heather Lawson. The
following residents attended:
Elton and Beth Bryant, 1one Jor-
dan, Alice Vogt, Steve Albright,
PhiledaNelsonanddaughter, Lois
Meyer, Carrie and Mable
Malcolm, Violet Volgamore,
Melvin Hanchett, Elfriede Kelly,
PriscillaJohnsonandMarieRitter.

Thediningroomwasdecoratec
with lanterns and exotic flowers
andthecookieswerefittingfor the
occasion.

Theweek of June 10 visitorsof
Carrie and Mabel Malcolm were
Tom and RhondaMalcolm, Mar-
garet McElroy and Carol
Wertenberger of Topeka, Donand
LindaMalcolm of Almena.

Wewould alsoliketo welcome
Aggie and John Vehige to the
Whispering Pinesfamily.

One of the activites that resi-
dents enjoyed this month was
makingyeast donuts. Favoritesare
puzzles, and crosswordsandword
searches. Georgia Moshier came
to help with our light bulbs asthe
ladies are doing somevery pretty
decorated ones. Asusual onMon-
day, Wednesday and Fridaysat ten
am., thereisanexerciseclass, anc
at 7:30 p.m. on Monday evenings
Bible study. On Wednesdays at
2:15 p.m. Liza Deines comes tc
readtoresidents. Onceamonthon
thesecond Thursday, theRev. Lou
Van Der Wegecomesto givecom-
muniontoanyonewishingit. That
isfollowed with hymn singing at
7p.m..

If youareever bored at home, or
if you have acraft or hobby you
would liketo share, comevisit at
Whispering Pines. Happy Fathers
Day to all the residents who are
fathersand grandfathers.

Someactivitiesnext monthwill
include working on more deco-
rated light bulbs and then on the
20th of July wewill have our an-
nual Christmas in July open
house with Christmas cookies,
thiswill befrom two-thirty until
four.

NORCATUR NEWS

By NORCATUR
NEWSLETTER VOLUNTEERS

Birthdays and anniversaries:
Laci Leichliter, Larry James- June
29; Betty Reid, Ronald Temple -
July 1; BeeNelson- July 4; Gerald
and Judy Jackson - July 5.

Three Norcaturites, Katrina
Wentz, Marci Matchett and Des-
tiny Chastain, gavetheir hairtoa
good cause at the fourth annual
Decatur County Relay for Life
thisyear. Locks of Love, where
donorsgive 10 inchesor more of
their hair to be used in making
wigsfor cancer patientsand oth-
ers, wasanew featureat thefund-
raiser thisyear.

TheNorcatur Commercia Club
and Cardinal Bar and Grill has
awarded three $300 scholarships
toAndreaMarshall, JustineMiller
and Brandy Cook thisyear.

Bryce and Abigail Thornton
wouldliketoannouncethearrival
of their baby brother. |saac Ray
tipped the scales at 8 pounds, 7
ounces, and was 21 inches long.
| saacwasbornonJune 24, hispar-
ents’ anniversary. | saac’s parents
are Ray and Jennifer Thornton.
Paternal grandparents are R.D.
Thornton and the late Eunice
Thornton; maternal grandparents
are RitaWeeks and the late Rob-
ert Weeks.

Jerry and Cheri Hill had Jerry’s
brother, SteveHill fromDenver, as
aguest June8-13. Stevehousesat
for them while Jerry and Cheri

made atrip to Boulder, Colo., for
adoctor’s appointment and to at-
tend awedding anniversary party
in Glendo, Wyo. The fishing was
bad, but thefellowship wasgreat.
Steveentertained himself here by
taking inthemuseum and antique
storesinthearea.

The first annual Norcatur pi-
geonround-up, held June21, went
off without a hitch, thanks to the
efforts of Gerald Jackson anc
Denny Lane. The round-up took
place at the Fossilstone Farm on
south Detroit Avenue. No birds
were harmed during the event.

Bill and Linda Young of Coni-
fer, Colo., spent the weekend of
June 18-19 with Lula Hix. They
celebrated Father’s Day with
Wilbur Hix on Saturday, June 18.
Bill and Lindaleft on Sunday.

Rea and Dee Magers, Jeff
Magers and Joy Luotawent fish-
ing on Father’s Day at the lake at
Norton. It was avery warm day
andthey caught nofish, but every-
one had agreat time.

LoraLinn Leichliter isstill un-
dergoingtestsat Mayo Clinic, anc
expected to have surgery.

Company at Rea and Dee
Mager’sthelast week of Junewere
Bill andImogeneHahnfrom Den-
ver. Bill isDee’sbrother.

Bill Nelson died Monday, June
27, a hishome in Norcatur. Me-
morial services were held Satur-
day at the Norcatur United M eth-
odist Church.
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