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More records
avallable to public

A host of new initiatives went into effect on July 1 that will mean
more public records will be available to Kansans.

Thanks to a controversy that sparked a lawsuit last year in
Lawrence, all records relating to public employee compensation
now will be available for public inspection.

The Lawrence Journal-World, the Associated Press and the Kan-
sas Press Association joined together to sue the University of
Kansas, which refused to divulge all compensation records for KU
Athletic Director Lew Perkins. The plaintiffs won, so KPA went to
the Kansas Legislature this year to codify the court’s findings into
state law.

The controversy in Lawrence had stemmed from KU’s refusal to
release the records of Perkins’ compensation beyond his salary.
Pay that had come from boosters and other bonus agreements
was not released. In a sweeping ruling, the judge in the case said:
“An expenditure of public funds through an employment con-
tract cannot be considered exempt from KORA (Kansas Open
Records Act). Were this true, all payment agreements not specifi-
cally included or designated as ‘salary’ would be exempt from
public inspection.

“The public has a valid right to discover how a public institution
spends its money. Nondisclosure in this case is exactly the type of
situation the Legislature intended to prevent with the passage of
KORA.”

The “Lou Perkins Bill”” will allow the public to follow the money
that pays their public officials, no matter the source. And why
not? Taxpayers have a right to know all the sources of income —
public and private — that might affect a public official’s decision-
making.

The measuring stick should be simple: If you’re going to accept
public money, all payments that flow your way because of your
public position should be open to inspection. If you don’t want
those agreements to be accessible, then don’t accept a publicly
funded job.

While this was an important bill in 2005, the single most impor-
tant piece of legislation — in the long run — may well turn out to
be the requirement that every county and district attorney docu-
ment the open records and open meetings complaints they
receive and how they were handled.

This is critical because it will identify the areas that might be
causing the most confusion to records custodians. Once we know
that, we can work to close the remaining loopholes and guaran-
tee citizens the right of access they deserve.

Here are the other changes effective July 1:

« Not-for-profits who receive and spend more than $350 per
year in tax money will be required to account for how the money
was spent. Before, if an organization or agency wasn’t defined as
a “public agency,” even though it received tax money, it was
exempt.

» The concept of what constitutes a “clearly unwarranted
invasion of personal privacy” now has a definition: “Revealing
information that would be highly offensive to a reasonable per-
son, including information that may pose a risk to person or
property, and is not of legitimate concern to the public.”

The new language “including information that may pose a risk
to person or property” is designed simply as a test that would
meet the “highly offensive to a reasonable person” requirement.
But if the information still was deemed to be of legitimate con-
cern to the public, the information could not be withheld. This
would help keep sensitive personal information off-limits to
stalkers and identity thieves, but not embarrassing personal
information that is of public interest.

 In addition, the compensation records of faculty members at
our universities that have research contracts, paid by private
companies, if the faculty members make more than $50,000 in
salary, are open to public scrutiny. Faculty members will have to
submit substantial interest reports to the Ethics Commission and
those reports will be public records. — Doug Anstaett

executive director
Kansas Press Association
Topeka

Office hours:
8a.m.-5:30 p.m. Mon.-Fri.
Phone: (785)877-3361
Fax: (785)877-3732
E-mail: telegram@nwkansas.com

ITHE NORTON

TELEGRAM

ISSN 1063-701X

215S. Kansas Ave., Norton, KS 67654 STAFF
Publishedieach TuesdayandFriday byHaynes Cynth.|a Hayngs .............. editor and publisher
Publishing Co., 215 S. Kansas Ave., Norton, Veronica MONIEr ........ccvvvvvvennen. staff reporter
Kan. 67654. Periodicals mail postage paid at ;
Norton, Kan, 67654, DickBoyd ..o BIue.Jay spgrts
Postmaster: Send address changestoNorton ~ Carolyn PIOttS ..............cccceeenee. society editor
Telegram, Norton, Kan. 67654 ; : :
Official newspaper of Norton and Norton Sher.ry Hickman .........cccooevviinnen. C|rculat!on
County. Member of the Kansas Press Associa-  Vicki Henderson .......... computer production
tion, National Newspaper Association, and the Susie Marble computer production
NebraskaPress Association T T i
, Sonya Montgomery ................. bookkeeping
Nor’West Newspapers
Dickand MaryBethBoyd — agge—® A H S 4 g~ _ ...
Publishers, 1970-2002 NINL2Z

Incorporating the Norton County Champion
Marion R. Krehbiel, editor

NATIONAL NEWSPAPER
ASSOCIATION

& _—cP

‘ /

G
KANF AN

N //////w

00@ . ()0\}9'0:‘\( =
AL
> QQ~0 =
e 5% -
&
,Q i mw =
i«

THE MANRATTAN MeRCURy

Now Is time to appraise home, life

Beforewecould moveand sell our house
it had to be apprai sed.

That bothered me. After all, who was
this person to come into my house and
decideitsworth.

| knew | wastakingittoopersonally but,
it seemed like a value was being placed
on19yearsof our lives. How can anyone
elsethink they arequalifiedto do that?

There has been alot of appraising go-
ingonasof late.

| went through my pictures and scrap-
books and such. | carefully appraised
them and only saved pictures of peoplel
could identify. | burned abunch of stuff.
Whywouldl keepthingsl haven'tlooked
atin30years?If | don't care, would any-
oneelse?

| took some pictures of my brother to
him. Hewasreally pleased. Itfeltgoodto
make someone el se happy.

A friend said, “Y ou should have kept
everything, your kidsmight get akick out
of it someday.”

| had anightmare. | dreamed we were
all movedand| kept finding drawersand
doorsfull of stuff. | couldn’tbelievethere
was so much stuff, after all my purging.
Then | realized it wasn't my stuff, it was
my mother-in-law’s.

Y ou don’t have to be Freud to figure
that dream out. Shestill hasthingsin our
basement. And | truly want her to keep
anything shewantsor needs. | justwishit
could be kept somewhereelse.

| had amoving sale.

A few things | moved, unpacked,
looked at, and then moved back to try to
sell.

The weekend of my moving sale we
wenttoananniversary party for somedear

Back

Home

Nancy
Hagman

friends. The hubby and I introduced the
couple.

Sheisthekind of friend | canpick upa
conversation with at the point we ended
it six monthsbefore. Sometimesit isthat
long between conversations. When we
were young couples we lived near each
other. Onevery nicething about moving
iswewill beneighborsagain.

At theparty they displayed their photo
abumsfor gueststo look through. They
had beautiful albums. Andtherewerelots
and lots of them. (I started reappraising
thosethings!’d burned.)

Thebest pictures(in my opinion) were
thosefrom collegeand of theactual wed-
ding. If wehadknownthenwhat weknow
now.

| supposethethingsthiscouplehasbeen
througharenot sodifferent fromwhat any
long married couple faces. | know they
have had sorrows. But albums and the
evening borewitnesstomany, many joys.

A move, selling a house, anniversary
parties, these are definitely times of ap-
praisal.

Eachthing | pick up, pack and unpack
brings so many memories. There are
things | had long since forgotten and
things! wish | could.

A Biblestudy | onceattended put forth
the idea that no matter how difficult or

tragic asituation you could awayslearn
something fromit. At some point the ex-
periencewill havesomevalue. | think the
worst time our family went through was
whenthehubby brokeboth hisheel bones.
I’ ve appraised that situation backwarc
and forward and I’ ve never been abletc
figure out one thing of value | got out of
it.

At the time (when | was so worried
about all the things there were to do and
thehusband, sofrustrated, wasinawheel -
chair with nothing to offer but hisiron
will) afriend told me his father always
said, “If you hadn't had it, you couldn’t
havelostit.”

In the end we didn’t loose too much
except peace of mind. That is probably
why | have had such ahard time moving
pastit.

| remember alittleprayer: “ Thank you
God, for al that youhavegivenus: forall
that you have taken away and for all we
haveleft.”

Maybe some man can come into my
homeand decidehow many dollarssome-
oneelseshould pay forit. It canbehisjab.
People will respect hisopinion and it be
treated asathing of importance.

But hewill never know the thingsthat
really make that house valuable. | hope
that intimethenew ownerswill find them
(or find things of their owntovalue.)

So hereismy appraisal of how to live
in aworthwhile way: Enjoy everything
you have, as long as you have it. And
know whenitistimeto moveon.

Now if only | can follow my own ad-
vice, “back home”, somewhere north of
Claudell, Kan.

LETTERTO THEEDITOR:
Flag burning angers, saddens former serviceman

After two 4th of July
editorials on why we
should have the right to
burntheAmericanFlagas
Freedom of Speech (Ex-
pression), letmehavemy
right of speech and give
youthe other side.

The side that around
eighty percent of the
American people want.
TheRighttoVoteonpro-
tectingour AmericanNa-
tional Symbol from des-
ecration.

The symbol of our National Anthem,
that which we pledge allegianceto, bury
American presidents and American vet-
erans under, the first thing raised at the
siteof the 9/11 attack to show our will to
surviveand defend our way of life!

| doubt you can imagine the effect of
seeing apictureof theAmerican Flagbe-
ing burned by Americans in America,
when you are half way around theworld
in the service of your country. | can! It
makesyouangry and sad at thesametime!
You can’'t ignoreit, because you know
that onepictureisworthathousandwords
in the aid and support of your enemies.

Just like the picture of Jane Fondaon an
anti-aircraftguninHanoi, whenguyslike
Randy “Duke” Cunninghamwereflying
aboveit. The“Duke” wasn't apolitician
then! HewasaUSN fighter pilot! Thefirst
Vietnam Jet Pilot Ace and the only pilot
togetthreeMIG’ sinoneday. Inany other
war he' d been afront-page hero, but that
didn’t sell papers then, as it probably
won’'t now.

Then you come back and stand on
American soil! Get called a “Baby
Killer!”, and want to do some serious
damage! Y oudon't, asthat would bereal
hot front-pagenews. Y ouletitride, walk
off, wonderingif you' rereally backinthe

States. But upon seeing an American
Flag, theanger dissipates, asyou saluteit
withtearsinyour eyes, thanking God anc
Country for being safeat home one more
timel!

The American Flag is Our Symbol! It
isindeed sad that it takesan Amendment
to the Constitution to protect it from, not
aliens, but our own citizens! Who des-
ecrate it freely, hiding behind the First
Amendment! Even sadder arethosewha
areafraid of Democracy atwork! Thevote
of free people onwhat they want! Havee
littlefaith and give usthe choice!

JoeE. Ballinger
Norton



