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A seeminly endless train sat on the tracks Thursday morn-
ing just north of the elevator at Reager, waiting to take
on its shipment of this year’s wheat crop. It was picking
up grain in Oberlin, Reager and Norton. It was to meet

Grain moves as harvest nears end

By CAROLYN PLOTTS

Norton County’s wheat is al-
most all harvested andtheyieldis
better than expected.

Elevator managersand employ-
ees said a lot of farmers were
pleasantly surprised.

“Most were pretty pleased,”
saidKristi Gallentine, bookkeeper
at Norcatur Grain. “Two months
ago, who would have thought
we' d have aharvest likethis?’

Mrs. Gallentine estimated that
harvest in the Norcatur areawas
more than 90 percent done with
just afew fieldsleft to be cut.

Moisturedidn’thaveany effect,
she said, except after thelast rain
when test weights went down

Parks head
VISItS here

By CYNTHIA HAYNES

Former KansasGovernor Mike
Hayden was at Prairie Dog State
Park on Monday to accompany
Gov. K athleen Sebeliusand enjoy
the Fourth of July.

Mr. Hayden, now theDirector of
the Kansas Department of Wild-
life and Parks, stayed out of the
limelight on Monday but he did
talk toreportersasherelaxed at a
picnictableinthe park.

The Wildlife and Park Depart-
ment oversees 24 state parks, in-
cluding Prairie Dog, Mr. Hayden
said. Heand hisdepartmentiscon-
tinually working on issueswhich
include water and funding,
restrooms and showers at camp-
grounds and other facilities for
boatingandwildlifewithashrink-
ing number of dollars from the
state.

Mr. Hayden said it will be nec-
essary tomakechangesinthepark
systemand hefeelsitisnecessary
to work with the Legislature to
ensureafuturefor Kansasoutdoor
recreational facilities.

“1f wewant astate park system
inthefuture,” hesaid, “we'll have
to change..”

The former governor said that
heworkswell with the Senate but
not sowell with somemembersof
the House.

“Harvest is about 98 percent
done,” said Linda Donovan, co-
manager of the Norton Co-op.
“The good stuff wasreally good,
and the bad stuff really bad.” She
said test weightswere 60 pounds
per bushel, or better andthat mois-
turecontentwasnotaconcernthis
year.

Mrs. Donovan said they had
adeguate storage and were busy
loading out rail cars. She said the
elevator had made arrangements
prior to harvest for cars and an-
other trainisexpected next week.

On the south side of Norton
County, Hi-Plains Co-op at Le-
norareportedtheharvestis95 per-
cent complete. Office manager,
PatriciaOtter, said thereareafew

its counterpart in Orleans,

Neb., a train that will have

picked up grain in St. Francis and other towns, before
heading to a seaport terminal.

farmerswhojustgot started earlier
thisweek and those that are done
haven’ttalked muchabout yields.

Shesaidthosethat havesaid, are
gettingyieldsof about 50 bushels
totheacre. Ms. Otter also said test
weights coming in to the Lenora
elevator were good, averaging
between 56 and 65 pounds per
bushel.

Dan Mannel is the manager of
theLenoraelevator. Thehomeof-
ficefor Hi-Plainsisin Colby.

“All thingsconsidered, it wasa
good harvest, said Craig Ham-
mond, owner of Long Island
Grain. “Quality inthisareawas
very good. Wehad |l otsof 62 pound
wheat.”

He said cutting was 98 percent

— Telegram photo by Carolyn Plotts

complete. Reports of 20 to 60
bushel per acre yields were com-
mon — evenin the samefield.

“All in all, everyone was
pleased,” hesaid.

In Almena, harvest is all but
over. Facility manager at Almena
Agri-Services, Rod Johnson said
it was 99 percent done. Just afew
fieldswereleft to cut.

“It was a good harvest; good
wesather,” hesaid. " Itwasal ot bet-
terthanlast year. Yieldswerebet-
ter than expected. Nothing fantas-
tic but someresultswere surpris-
ing.”

All of theelevator operatorssaid
that they had no trouble shipping
their grain either by truck or by
rail.

Kansas Secretary of Wildlife and Parks talked to Deena Wente, a reporter for KQNK
radio during Fourth of July festivities at Prairie Dog State Park on Monday.
— Telegram photo by Cynthia Haynes

Several Housemembersarenot
convinced the outdoors is worth
putting money into, hesaid. They
just don’'t seethevalue.

Mr. Hayden said that those
Representatives should have
been at thepark onMonday to see
the show and watch how people
weregetting valueout of the out-
doors.

Gov. SebeliuswasinNortonfor
the Fourth of July because
Sebelius Reservoir hasaplacein
her heart, the former governor

said.

Mr. Hayden said that his office
hasbeenworkingwiththeAlmena
Irrigation District, which owns
most of the water rights for the
|ake, tomakesurethereisenough
water for fishing, boating, camp-
ing and water sports.

Thewater rightsare now being
leased fromtheirrigationdistrict,
hesaid, but hewould liketo seea
permanent solution to the prob-
lem.

Any transfer of water rights

would requirethe approval of the
Federal Bureau of Reclamation,
hesaid, but that agency hasal ready
saiditwouldsupport anagreement
betweenthestateandtheirrigation
district.

Mr. Hayden said hewould like
to seemore public land.

“We're going to make sure
there's aplace for future genera-
tionsto hunt, to fish, to boat, to
camp,” he said. “We think there
should be many more places like
thisaround the state.”

You spend a third
of your life at work.

You shouldn't spend the
alker Dwo-thirds dreaading .

Afiac

1 W

I-E;EH
LAINS

]

00000o0O0O0om0
0J0000NC00Im0I00000m

QOoibOboodnuboinibobiooe 0
Intotboiibiiuboiboioban

8 o
I A

0 T A
8 A o W A R
O T M

000I000000No0000o0e00n0
000IB000I00mI000I0IE00O0Io0N00an

0000000I00000:0000I00000I000I00000a10I000i0I000 0000100000000 0

Landfill walits
on paperwork

By VERONICA MONIER

Norton County isstill working
on getting its new landfill up and
going.

Solid Waste Supervisor Curt
Archibald said he had gotten the
names of three well-testing com-
panies and would get bids. The
commissioner has previously
asked himtoseeif anyoneelsedid
well-testing, because GeoCore,
the county’s well-testing com-
pany, wasincreasing their prices.

There are several test wells
around thelandfill that need to be
tested every six months to make
sure there is no contamination
seeping out of thelandfill intothe
water supply. Both the two new
wellsandtheoldwells, whichtest
for contamination leaking from
theoldlandfill, areall tested at the
sametime.

Mr.Archibaldsaid hehasgotten
threebidsonapumpto beused at
thelandfill pit. A pump isneeded
for removing water from the pit
andfor theleachatesystem, which
filterswater at thelandfill.

He said the best bid was from
S& W Supply of Hays for $779.
That pumphasaHondaengine, he
said. Thisisthetypeof pump that
Bruce Boettcher of BG Consult-
ants, the county’s engineers, rec-
ommended.

Commissioner JohnMiller said
if that waswhat theengineersrec-
ommendedthenthey should getit.
But, hesaid, Mr.Archibald should
talk to Roy’s Salesand Servicein
Norton to see if he could get it
cheaper before buying it from
S& W Supply.

Mr. Archibald said BG hasalso
come up with a plan for aturn-
around in the bottom of the pit.

Originaly BG had planned for
trashtobedumped fromthetop of

thepit but the commissionersand
Mr. Archibald decided that could
allow too much trash blowing sc
they asked for aroad to be built
intothepit.Aturnaroundisneeded
to get trucksin and out of the pit.

Mr. Miller asked if the turn-
around would be approved by the
KansasDepartment of Healthand
Environment.

Mr.Archibaldsaidtheengineers
thought that it would.

“Let’'sdowhat wecantogetthis
thing open,” said Mr. Miller.

In other business, the commis-
sioners:

*HeardfromAmbulanceDirec-
tor Andy Nielsen that he, Dr. Jeff
McKinley and Emergency Medi-
cal Technician Diane Edgett were
goingtoatrainingseminarinAla-
bama. Hesaid thetrainingispaid
forandall they havetodoisgetto
theairport in Kansas City.

e LearnedfromMr. Nielsenthat
theambulancedepartment started
going door-to-door to get survey
responses|ast week. He said they
were getting more filled out and
were still getting surveys back.
Thesurveyswill beusedto deter-
mine the number of the county’s
low-to-moderate income house-
holdsandwill beusedtoapply for
agrantfor anew ambulancebuild-
ing or to remodel the existing
building.

* Went into two closed sessions
to discuss non-€l ected personnel.
Thefirst wasfor 15 minuteswith
County Clerk Robert Wyatt. The
second was for 10 minutes with
Mr. Wyatt and County Treasurer
Cindy Linner.

L ookedatthemural inthethirc
floor courtroom. The commis-
sionersarethinking about getting
ittouched upandlookingintoget-
ting bids.

Congressman offers
Internships for students

Congressman Jerry Moran is
accepting applications for con-
gressional internshipsin hisWash-
ington, Hays, Hutchinson and
Salinaofficesfor the next school
year.

The goal of the congressional
internship isto giveyoung adults
the opportunity to participate in
public service. Applications are
dueby July 29forfall 2005intern-
ships and Nov. 1 for spring 2006
internships. Internresponsibilities
includeassi stingthecongressman
and his staff with legislative and
administrative projects.

To apply, students should sub-
mitanapplicationform, cover | et-
ter, resumé, collegetranscriptand

three letters of reference. The
cover letter should explain their
interestintheinternshipandwhat
they hopeto achieve.

Applications can be obtainec
online at: www.house.gov/
moranks0Ll/internweb.htm or by
caling (202) 225-2715.

Students are asked to fax their
applicationsto (202) 225-5124. If
unabletofax, they may mail them
to Congressman Moran’s Hut-
chinson office, Attn: Intern Coor-
dinator, Box 1128, Hutchinson,
Kan. 67504.

For more information, contact
the congressman at (202) 225-
2715 or visit his web page at
www.house.gov/moranks01/.
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