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Dissidents
can'thurtus
by buming flags

As we celebrate our freedom after this Fourth of July, one of the
things we ought to be thankful for is that Congress hasn’t yet
* passed a constitutional

amendment banning flag
burning.
Sure, it’s disgusting to see
anyone burning an American
Flag.
We love our flag. We fly it
proudly. It honors the thousands
who have died in defense of our Liberty.
But burning our flag cannot hurt this
country.
Our enemies burn our flag because they can-
not defeat us.
Our detractors burn our flag because they cannot
match the strength of our ideas.
Sometimes, Americans burn the flag because they, mis-
takenly, believe our government or our system is the enemy.
But part of our treasured freedom, enshrined in the First
Amendment to the Constitution, is the ability to think and act as
we please.

And as a political act, burning an American Flag is part of that.

We’re not in favor of flag burning, mind you.

It’s disgusting to see, whether it’s a crowd in some Asian nation
stomping on Old Glory, or protesters in Seattle.

But the act of burning the flag just shows how strong the ideas
behind it are.

No flag burner can desecrate the memory of our Revolution or
undermine the freedoms protected by our Constitution.

Only we can do that.

And by focusing on a non-issue like flag burning, we might
hasten the day when those liberties slip away.

The First Amendment protects not just majority speech, not just
popular speech, but everyone’s speech, everyone’s thoughts,
everyone’s ideas, everyone’s religion.

That, unfortunate as it might seem, includes someone who
would desecrate the American Flag to make a political point.

So what should we do about flag burners?

Ignore them.

Let them be.

No one buys the line they are selling.

The act itself is a political turnoff. Those who sink so low have no
following, no leverage, no success.

We don’t need a constitutional amendment to deal with them.

We don’t need to worry about them at all.

Our Constitution, our Bill of Rights, our Liberty are a lot stronger
than that. For that, we should be thankful.

This country has more important problems to deal with. Let’s
turn to them. — Steve Haynes

ELECTED OFFICIALS:

[0 Governor Kathleen Sebelius, [0 U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 2443

300 SW 10th Ave., Topeka, Kan.
66612. (785) 296-3232

0 U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109
Hart Senate Office Building,
Washington, D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-4774; fax (202) 224-
3514

0 U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback,
303 Hart Senate Office Building,
Washington, D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-6521

Rayburn HOB, Washington, D.C.
20515. (202) 225-2715; fax
(202) 225-5124

[ State Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer,
State Capitol Building, Room
128-S, Topeka, Kan. 66612.
(785) 296-7399

[0 State Rep. John Faber, 181
W. Capitol Building, Topeka,
Kan. 66612. (785) 296-7500

I -

E NORTON

TELEGRAM

Office hours:
8a.m.-5:30 p.m. Mon.-Fri.
Phone (785)877-3361
ax: (785)877-3732
E-mail: telegram@nwkansas com

ISSN 1063-701X
215S. KansasAve., Norton, KS 67654 STAFF

Publishedeach TuesdayandFriday byHaynes Cynthla HayneS .............. editorand pUbliSher
Publishing Co., 215 S. Kansas Ave., Norton,  Veronica Monier .............c........ staff reporter
Kan. 67654. Periodicals mail postage paid at - Dick Boyd .................ccooveeenee. Blue Jay sports
Norton, Kan. 67654. . .

Postmaster: Send address changes to Norton Carolyn ,PIOttS """""""""""""" SOCI_ety ed'_tor
Telegram, Norton, Kan. 67654 Sheryy Hickman .......ccccevvvevenne, cwculat!on

Official newspaper of Norton and Norton  Vicki Henderson .......... computer production
County. Member of the Kansas Press Associa-  Susie Marble ............... computer production
tion, National Newspaper Association, and the .
Nebraska Press Association Sonya Montgomery """"""""" bOOkkeepIng

Nor’West Newspapers
DickandMaryBethBoyd  apg % A LS A4 g~ .uo
Publishers, 1970-2002 ININZZ

Incorporating the Norton County Champion
Marion R. Krehbiel, editor

NATlONAL NEWSPAPER
ASSOCIATION

€ o

NOW 5ONBBODY

CAN MAKE CHARGES

| oN MY CReDIT CARD..

THAT T DON'T UNOW
ANYTHING hpout! [/

9

Ay

s
4

—
AN

2\ YL
%

MARRIED GoYs | e
Are USED 10

MOST

THAT, A

Happy birthday to brother, country

h, there are afew fields|eft, but

harvest is, essentially, over.

Farmers, hired hands, wivesand
kids, too, haveall beenpushing, pushing,
pushingtogetthecropin. It’ sanexciting
time. But it can also beatensetime.

Perhaps, therainover theweekendwas
just what was needed to give everyonea
little breather so they can recoup before
thefinal push.

Y ieldswerebetter thanexpectedinlots
of cases, worse than predicted in others.
But, all-in-all, harvest turned out to be
OK.

Theimportant thing, though, isthat Jim
got to play farmer for aweek. Mostly, he
droveagraintruck, but once, when Alan
wasn’t looking, he took the combinefor
aspin around the field, and managed to
cutabinfull.

“Itall cameback to me,” hesaid, “just
likeriding abicycle.”

OurfriendisinsistingonpayingJimfor
hishelp, but Jim had so muchfun, I think
weowehim.

Today istheFourth of July; my brother
Jim’s birthday. It is the only brother’s

Out Back

Carolyn Plotts

birthday | am truly be sure of. Mom said
when Jimwasalittleboy, hebelieved al
the celebrating wasjust for him.

IN1976, duringour country’ sBicenten-
nial, | organized aone-car paradeto cel-
ebrate hisbirthday. Thegirlsand | made
posters that said, “Today is America' s
birthday...and Jim Kelley’s, too,” and
“Happy Birthday Jim Kelley and the
U.S.A.” | recorded some rousing John
Phillips Sousa marching music and en-
listed the help of another sister-in-law to
push “play” and her little girl, Cathy, to
waveaflag.

A phonecall toJim’ swife, Linda, made
surehewoul d beoutsideat thedesignated
moment. Afterall, it doesn’ttakelongfor
one-car to passinreview. Thishad to be

synchronized.

We parked the car ablock away from
Jim and Linda’ s house to attach stream-
ers and balloons, turn up the volume on
thetapeplayer and placeoursel vesonthe
hood. With horn honking, music blaring
and a kid hanging out of every window
waving aflag, we drove slowly by their
house.

| think the entire spectacle had the de-
siredeffect. imKelley wastotally embar-
rassed and relieved when we turned ev-
erything off and cameinto the house and
gotout of sight. Atleast, it wasabirthday
he'll never forget.

Whether or not the Fourth was your
birthday, | hopeyouhadagoodday. | also
hopeyoutook amoment toremember the
soldiers of today, who are fighting for
freedom on foreign soil. Their commit-
ment isjust asgreat asour ancestorswho
fought for thiscountry’ sfreedom amost
230yearsago.

My husband singsthat L ee Greenwood
song, “God Bless The U.S.A.” And like
thesongsays, “|’ mproudtobean Ameri-

Fourth brings tears to her eyes

he Fourth of July, what awonder-

ful holiday. | havetold people |

don't like the fourth holiday, but
it'sonly thenoisy firecrackersl don’tcare
for. The beautiful displays and the re-
membrance of what thisday is, that | en-
joy.

Theholiday itself isso meaningful. I,
for one, havetearsin my eyesfromjoy
whenever | seeour wonderful flag. | even
get teary sometimeswhen, at the piano,
I play ‘America’, “ Star Spangled Ban-
ner”, “Battle Hymn of the Republic”,
“God Bless America’ and other patriot
songs.

ThisFourthof July | watchedthemovie
GeorgeM., thestory of thelifeof George
M. Cohan, who wrote so many patriot
songsand Broadway shows. That movie
issowonderful and flag waving.

When my son Alan was a student at
Norton Community High School hewas
inthestageshow GeorgeM. Brad Sterrett

Memories

Sonya
Montgomery

played George. | will not list the other
starsfor fear of leaving someone out, but
it was awonderful production, as| re-
member under the direction of Dave
Stueweand RosettaM cFarland, both still
residentsof Norton. Thedramacoachwas
Johanna Johnson.

Today, | re-readapoemby ThomasE.
Wicks, Sr. Inpartitsays, | anY our Flag.
| was born on June 14, 1977. | am more
than just cloth shaped into adesign. The
|ast of thepoemisKeepalight thefiresof
patriotism, strive earnestly for the spirit

LETTERTO THEEDITOR:
Church record tells story of pioneers

To ThekEditor:

A copy of the Church Record Book of
the St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran
Church of Long Island, has been placed
intheLong Island Library.

This church was in existence from
1886-1950. The peoplewerefirst served
by amissionary pastor whotraveledfrom
Hastings, Neb.,to Akron, Colo.,alongthe
railroad.

On his second visit in March, 1886, a
congregation with charter memberswas
organized in the Long Island School-
house.

Fundswere collected, the cornerstone

was laid in April, and the completed
church wasdedicated in September.

Thisisastory of pioneer people who
had astrong faith and agreat determina-
tion.

Thereweretimesof rejoicingandtimes
of disappointmentsand struggles.

The churchwasclosedin 1950.

If you were once amember or belong
to afamily who were membersor if you
areinterestedinLong Island history why
not check it out?

Beth Ponstein
librarian

of democracy. Worship Eternal God and
keep his commandments, and | shall re-
main the bulwark of peace and freedom
for al mankind. | amYour Flag .

| also re-read parts of the Declaration
of Independence which was signed July
4,1776. The part we are most familiar
with is“We hold these truths to be self-
evident,that all menarecreated equd, that
they are endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable Rights, that among
theseareLife, Liberty and the pursuit of
Happiness.

Thepart that | feel some peoplemisin-
terpret is the “pursuit” of Happiness.
Some don’t seem to want to pursue hap-
piness, but expect othersto furnish them
withit.

Letusevery day, not just onthe Fourth
of July support our soldiers, who fight
abroad so we can have freedom herein
thiswonderful country, andkeepour flag
flying proud and high.

WRITE:

TheNorton TelegramencouragesL et-
terstotheEditor onany topicof publicin-
terest. Letters should be brief, clear ano
to the point. They must be signed and
carry theaddressand phonenumber of the
author.

Wedo not publish anonymous etters.
Wesign our opinionsand expect readers
todolikewise.

Wedonot publishformlettersor | etters
about topics which do not pertain to our
area. Thank-yous should besubmittedto
theWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but will be
read and edited for form and style, clarity,
lengthandlegality. Wewill not publish at-
tackson private individuals or businesses
whichdo not pertaintoapublicissue.



