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Baby opossums climb inside their mama’s pouch to hide after she was
caughtin alive catch trap near Almena. Mama and babies went on their
way after this picture was taken. — Telegram photo by Susie Marble

Operation Game Thief
can help stop poaching

Operation GameThief isaKansas Depart-
ment of Wildlifeand Parksprogramwhichal-
lowscitizenstoturninpoachers. Y oucancall
ustoll-freewithinKansasat 1-877-426-3843.
Y ou do not haveto reveal your name or tes-
tify in court.

Why Call In?

There are never enough Conservation Of-
ficerstocovertheentirestateof Kansasall day
every day — so, wildlifeneedsyour eyesand
earsto report known or suspected violations.
Poachingisaseriousand costly crime. Every
time a poacher illegally takes wildlife, they
take something from each of us. Legitimate
sportsmenlosethechanceof legally harvest-
ing those game and fish. Landowners, busi-
nessesandtaxpayersloserevenuesgenerated
by huntingandfishing. All of uslosepart of a
valuablenatural resource— our wildlife.

I sPoaching Really A Problem in Kansas?

Y es. Nooneknowsexactly how muchwild-
lifeistaken by poachers, but somestudieses-
timate poachersmay kill almost asmany ani-
malsand fish aslegal hunterstake during le-
gal seasons. Poachers don't take only game
animals, they kill threatened, endangered and
nongamewildlifespeciesaswell. Evenif the
lossto poachersishalf thenumber intheesti-
mates, the problemisserious

Who arethePoacher s?

Theethical fabricthat should bind sports-
men to conservation has been torn by
society’s decreasing connection with the
land. Poachersarenot poor peopletryingto
feedtheir families. Puttingfood onthetable
is one of the least common motives for
poaching. Poachers are more likely to kill
for profit, for thethrill of killing, or to rebel
against wildlifelaws. Poachersfind aready
market in the U.S. and around the world
with collectorswho arewilling to pay out-
rageoussumsfor trophiesandrarewildlife.
Greedy trophy and commercial poachers
think that gamelawsonly matter if they get
caught. They kill with no regard for the
wildlife or anyone but themselves. Poach-
ers are criminals and should be dealt with
ascriminals.

What to L ook For

When reporting aviolation, please note as
many facts as possible. You will be asked &
variety of questionsandthemoreinformation
you can provide, the quicker theviolator can
be caught, and the case successfully pros-
ecuted.

What happened? What type of violation
wasit? When and wheredid it happen? Give
the date, time and location, number of shots,
etc.

* Give as much information as possible
about the suspect or suspects- name, address,
telephone, physical description (age, weight,
height, hair color, eyes, clothing and any other
pertinent information).

» Werefirearmsinvolved in theviolation?
Weasthe firearm visible or isit concealed in
some way? Describe the number and type of
Weapons.

» Describe the suspect’ s vehicle - make,
year, color, style. License number and any
other distinguishing featurelike rusted spots
or mismatched paint and dents?

» What animalsor fishwereinvolved, how
many, and where arethey now?

» Doyouknow about any other physical evi-
dence - like hides, entrails, guns, cartridge
cases, knivesand such?

» Has the illegal game or evidence been
moved or will it be moved soon? How isiit
being transported, and where is it being
stored?

» Were there other witnesses? Give their
names and any other information about the
violation, suspect or violationsthat you may
have noted.

Remember, try to get theinformation to us
assoon aspossible. Any delay may mean we
might not catch the bad guys!

DO NOT usethisnumber or form for gen-
eral information requests. General wildlife
and park information may be obtained by
phoning the department’ s Information Sec-
tion, (620) 672-5911, or contact one of the
regional offices.

If you' reanactiveoutdoorsman or woman,
or just concerned about conservationin your
area, get to know your local conservation of -
ficers. They protect theresourceinyour area.

GORI\/IAN TARPS

s<<-—<=& 138 E. Commercial — Oberlin, KS

Boat Tarp Repalr

We repair canvas and boat tarps.
Can also do tents, farm
and industrial tarps.
Can do built to suit
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