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| like living In a country that lets me have the right to choose

By GABRIELLEOTTER

We all just look at ourselves as everyday
peoplelivinginthe USA. Butto many it’ stheir
dreamtobehereandtobefree. Wedon'treally
know how freewearetill welook at other coun-
tries There are many things that make us have
our freedom. They arethat wearetreated equal,
weall stand asone, andwehaveagreat military.

I’mfirst going to tell you that we get treated
equal. No matter what race, age, or religionwe
may be, we arevery lucky that we get accepted
for who we are. Next reason | believe that we
havefreedomisbecausewestand asone. When
the going getstough or something bad happens
to our country we all come together and help
eachother out. Thelast reasoniswehaveagreat
military. When ever weneed themto protect us
or help us out they’ re always there for us no
matter what. Theseareafew reasonsthat | think
helpsusbefree.

By MIKE ZINK

What being an Americanmeanstome. Being
an American meansto havefreedom and rights
S0 you can speak when you want and how you
want to speak. Someof theother rightswe have
are that we can own a business and not get in
trouble with the business we have the right to
makesureitisnotillegal.

By STEPHANIE SHEPARD

Beingfreemeansalottome. Tobefreetome
istobeabletodowhat | wantwhen | want with-
out being scared. | don’t havetowear ascarf over
my head, | canplay sports, anddrivewhen| can.
| don’t havetoworry about beingkilled because
of my gender or religion. I’ m glad that welive
inademocratic country, wherethe peoplehave
avoice.

By BREYER SIMMONS

Freedom to meis very important because it
gives me the rights and privileges that make
everyday lifeso much better. | amfreeto speak
my mind, publishwhat | pleaseandtravel wher-
ever | care. | a'sohavethefreedomtofollow my
ownreligionwithout being pressured by others,
andbemy ownindividual self. Hopefully | make
the proper, truefit preferences. | aswell asoth-
ersamtemptedto maketheunjust ones. But that
ismy Freedom.

By CHARLI LAWSON

Why dol likelivinginacountry that hasgiven
metheright to befreeto choose?Becausel like
tobeabletodowhat | want and not betold what
todoby other people. Tobeabletochoosewhere
| want to go where | want to live, go to school,
and freeto choosewhat | want to become. Liv-
ingin Americanhasmany opportunities, andthe
right to chooseisjust one of the many.

| amvery proudtobean American, and | thank
all the men and women who have served, and
are currently serving in the Armed Forces, for
allowing meto haveall of thesefreedoms.

By KAYLA SCHEETZ

When | think about being an American, it
meansfreedom and choices. | am glad wehave
thefreedom of choicesherein Americabecause
if we didn’t in some countries we women
wouldn’t have any rights. For example voting,
education, havingto cover our faceswithahijab
(material that covers Islamic women'’s faces),
wewoul dn’t beableto chooseour career, sports
and other activities. I’ m proud to be an Ameri-
cancitizen.

By BROCK LAUER

What being an American meanstome, isthat
you havethe ability to make your own choices
and also that you can talk about what you want.
The best part about being an American isthat
you don’t have to say what the government
wants you to say. Also you get to do whatever
youwant as long asit’ snot breaking the law.

By MATT STANLEY
I likelivinginacountry that givesmetheright
tobefreeof choicesol candowhat | want. I like
being able to do sports and wear clothesthat |
like. | likethefeel of being ableto go anywhere

[ want. If | couldn’tdoany of thesethings| would
really besad. | likebeing ableto speak my mind
about anything aslong asitstrue. | likethefeel -
ing of being able to worship my own religion
without gettingintrouble.
By JACOB VANSKIKE

Freedom gives the opportunity to make
choicesonour own. Itgivesmerightsand privi-
leges. We can make choices on what to wear,
whomto talk to, what to say and print, religion
and whereto liveand work. Although we are
free to make choices, wrong choicesmay have
consequences.

Freedom is worth fighting for and many

peopl eand country arenot freeto makechoices.
Freedomisimportant and it makesour country
unique.

By TAYLORROSS

Livinginademocraticsociety isimportant to
mebecausel want to haveasay about what goes
oninthiscountry. In America, everyone' svote
has as much importance as the next persons. If
peopledon’t likesomething they havearight to
try and changeit and many other countriesdon’t
have that chance. A democratic society gives
people avoiceand that makesme proudtolive
in America.

MONDAY, JuLY 4, 2005

Prairie Dog State Park

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS:

8:00—Welcome by Emcee, Marvin Matchett
FREE Watermelon Provided by Jamboree Foods
Norton Boy Scout Troop No. 181 will present
the flag, followed by the National Anthem and
a patriotic message read by Mel Rice.
Governor Kathleen Sebelius will be speaking
about tourism promotion

AT DUSK-

Gigantic Fireworks Display

Sponsored by the

Norton Area Chamber of Commerce

Park Admission Required by Annual Sticker or One Day Pass —
$6.50 Per Car; Ages 65 and Older and Kansas Residents — $3.75

In Case of Inclement Weather the Fireworks will be Delayed Until Tuesday, July 5
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