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By KARAJO JONES

| can't tell youwhat it feelslike to be perse-
cuted for my beliefsor feel unsafeconstantly in
my own country. | don’t know what it sliketo
not have avoice or achoice. I’ve never been
deprived of my rights and been oppressed Be-
ingan Americantomeismy life. Knowingl’'m
in control of my lifeand no one else. Knowing
I’ msafe, goingtoschool, livinginhappinessand
comfort. Thesethingsaresmall things, but even
these things many people are deprived of .

Being an American is about keeping these
freedoms for future generations and spreading
thesefreedomstoothers. | know | ambeing pro-
tected, and there are peopledying for my every
freedom. | can’t tell you how great being an
Americanisbecausel don’'t know how terrible
it is not to be an American. | only know that |
am free and people had to die to make mefree
andwill keepdyingfor that freedom. Weareall
lucky to have freedom and to have people who
care so much about their fellow human beings
tospendtheir livesandevendietokeepfreedom
alive.

By LOGANKELLY

Livinginademocratic society hasmeant alot
tome. | amgladto know that | canwalk out my
front door without beingarrestedor hit. | amvery
thankful of thesol diersthat diedtomakemy life
abetter one. | am glad to have the chanceto go
to school and excel.

My life wouldn’t be very good if | couldn’t
befree. Inademocraticsociety | havethechance
to make my life agood one. | appreciate the
chanceto put my choicesinto the government.
| like the right to vote and the protection this
country givesme.

By NISH MILLAN
Being an American meansto meisvery im-
portant becauseof thefreedomandrights| have
thanksto the Bill of Rights.

By BRYCE LOFGREEN

To me being an American means freedom.
Wehave many freedomsintheU.S. that other
countriesdonot have. Wehavetherighttovote
sowechooseour |eaders. Wehavetheright to
voice our opinions like the music we want to
listen to, dressthe way we want. We have the
right to choose which religion we want. | am
glad to an American. | appreciate these free-
doms.

By BRAD NAZUM

Being an American meansenjoying morese-
curity, freedom, and liberty than any other na-
tion in the world. Being an American means
supportingand defending Americandemocracy
and every democracy that supports America.
Being an American means pledging allegiance
totheUnited Statesof Americaandtotherepub-
licfor whichit stands.

Being an American doesnot mean comingto
Americato become an American for no other
reason than to have the freedom to harm other
Americansfor profit. Beingan Americanmeans
to befreefrom thosewho cometo Americanot
to become Americans but to harm Americans
on behalf of foreign powers.

By KYLE MINDRUP

What being an Americanmeanstome. Being
an Americangivesmepride, sincel know what
the country has been through and how it has
handled it. At least five million people have
probably died fighting for our country and oth-
erstoprotect themfrom communismand maybe
another WorldWar. Terroristsjust makemesick
becauseif they think about it, they could beliv-
ing apure life of peaceinstead of adictator. If
only they would overthrow their |eader instead
of attacking someonewho could help. Finaly,
| amgladtobean Americanforif | wasanywhere
elselifewould be hard, unlike hereinthe beau-
tiful United Statesof America.

Norton senior completing
basic training this summer

Randa Tarbet will be asenior at Norton
Community High School thisfall.

But, thissummer sheiscompletingbasic
trainingfor theArmy Nationa Guardat Fort
Jackson, S.C.

The Guard allows high school students
that are 17 years of ageand areajunior, or
in the summer before their junior year, to
enlistinthe Army National Guard with pa-
rental consent.

Basic and advanced training are sched-
uled in the summer months so that it does
not interfere with their high school stud-
ies.

MissTarbet signed onto beapower gen-
erator speciaist. Shewill receivea$10,000
sign-onbonus, $17,568in Montgomery Gl
Bill and GI Bill Kicker paymentswhile a
full-time college student, and 100 percent
tuition assistance so that shemay complete
a college degree after she graduates from
high school. Brenda Tarbet is her mother
and received an award from the Kansas
Army National Guardfor her supporting her
daughter’ sdecisiontoenlist.

Randa Tarbet
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FELTON'S ACE

BUILDING CENTER

Joe and Janet Felton — OWNERS

Hours: M-F 7:30-5:30 p.m.; Sat.: 7:30-5 p.m.
415 E. Holme, Norton, Kansas — 785-877-3070
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GLORIA ZWICKLE

411 E. HoLmMe — NorTON, KS — 785-877-3666

@ We Proudly Salute
the Men and
Women of the
Armed Forces
Who Have
Fought for
Our Freedom
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McMullen & Wyatt Auctions
McMullen Real Estate

113 N. State, NorTON — 785-877-3299




