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What beingan American

meanstome.... B=

By LUCY GOSSELIN

Being an American means being free.
Andin order for usgood peopleto befree,
many men and women made many sacri-
ficesincludingfamily, friendsparties, birth-
days, anniversaries, and the ultimate sacri-
fice, theirlives. | amsogladtobean Ameri-
canbecauseif | wasfromany other country
| would probably not be allowed to go to
school right now. | loveliving in America
because we are free to make our own
choices, if welivedinany other country we
wouldn’t get to choose what our major or
career was. | am very glad that welivein
America, weareall very lucky.

By NATHANFELTON

Beingan Americantomeistobefreeand
to make your own decisions. Also to fight
for our freedomandkeepitthat way. Being
an American gives us freedom of speech.
But to me it mainly meansto help people
find their way to ademocratic society ex-
actly likeours.

By MARIAH GORDINE

Beingan Americanisvery important. Be-
cause we have the choice of freedom. We
as Americans are very lucky to have the
choiceof freedom. Alongwithfreedomwe
get many rights. Not alot of countrieshave
total freedomasweourselvesdo. Wedidn't
awayshavefreedom. Wehavehadsoldiers
dieto keep our freedom.

And because of those soldiers we have
freedom today.

By JOSH GALLUNTINE

Beingan Americantomeismostly about
freedom. There are many other aspects
though. For one, everyoneistreated as an
equal, nomatter whoyouare. Another thing
isthat | canvote(atthelegal age). But most
of all, beingan Americanisabout freedom.
Withoutit | wouldn’t havetherights| have
now.
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By HANNAH FULTON

I’m proud to live in this country. We
have soldierswhorisk their livesjust for
us. Americans, to be free and for other
countries to be free. | have alot of rela-
tiveswho havefoughtinavariety of wars
just to make me and others around me
free. Our country hasto bethe most awe-
some country in the world, especially to
livein and be afree person. The soldiers
who have or are fighting right now in a
war should be considered heroes. They
fought for freedom and weren’t or aren’t
afraidtodietrying.

By JESSICA GILGENBACH

I likebeingintheUnited Statesbecause
| get to choose a lot of things. | get to
choosewhat | want to bewhen | grow up.
| get to choose who | want to vote for in
the presidential elections. To me being
freeisthe most special thing because we
have soldiersthat risk their livesfor usto
befree. | haveacousinoverinlraqgfight-
inginthelragi war. Inthe United States
you do not haveamonarchruling over you
and telling you what you can and can not
do.

By AMANDA DELIMONT

What being an American meansto me.
Being an American meansbeing amember
of afree society. Being acitizen of acoun-
try that fought to form a free democratic
government. I’'m proud to be acitizen of a
country who allowsthe peopleto makede-
cisionsin what concerns them most. I'm
proud to live in a country that helps the
needy and helpless people of other coun-
tries. I m proud to bean American because
wearewilling to defend our freedom at all
costs. Themost important part about being
an Americantomeisknowingthat my fam-
ily and | are safe and can choose our own
religion.

Almena man
enlists as a
military medic

Bobby Doleof Almenahasenlistedtobe
amedic.

Hewill attend basic training in Missouri
andadvancedtrainingin Texastolearnhow
to be both a soldier and a military medic.
Both basic training and his medic course
convert to college credit hoursthat he may
usetoward hisdegree completion.

Hewill receivea$10,000sign-on bonus,
$17,568inMontgomery GI Bill and Gl Bill
Kicker paymentswhile afull-time college
student, and 100 percent tuition assistance
sothat hemay completehiscollegedegree.
Thisisinadditionto hismonthly drill week-
end pay andall of theother benefitsof Army

Bobby Dole

National Guard membership.

By KATELYNN GALLENTINE

What being an American meanstome; it
meansthat alot of peoplehavediedfor my
freedom. | havetheright to votewhen I'm
of ageand befreeand speak upwhensome-
thingneedstobesaid. Americaiswithfree-
domandtheability toknow you aresafeall
around theworld. A democratic society is
important tomebecauseeveryoneistreated
equal. | liketo livein acountry that gives
metherighttobefree, becausefreedomand
safety meansalot toal andthat’ swhat our
soldiersarefor.

ByKAYLAFOLEY
Tomefreedommeansalot. Herewetake
itfor granted andweshouldn’t. Therearea
lot of other countries who would love to
have as much freedom as we do, such as
speaking our opinions, right to protest and
not be afraid. Mostly freedom means alot
to me because | have the right to go to
school, play sports, be in clubs and mem-

bershipsif | want to beinthem.

By LORI MAY EBNER

If some people came up and asked me
what it meanttobean American|’ dhaveto
reply with one simpleword: alot. It really
means a lot to me to be an American. It
meansyou havefreedom, theright to make
your own choices and live the life the way
you want to.

Being an American meansyou havefree-
dom of choice, speech, and many other
things. Without thesol dierswhoriskedtheir
livesto defend us and give us the freedom
wehavetoday wewould be under commu-
nist ruletoday and would haveno choicein
what wewant to do or what wewant to say.
None of uswould be as free spirited and
happy aswearetoday.

Beingan Americanmeanslivingyourlife
your own way. Under communist ruleyou
couldn’t do that. Y ou would havetolive a
certain way. Y ou would have no choicein
what youwanted and didn’ t want. Beproud
to bean American!
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