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Awatch needs
tobekeptsoour
freedom isn't taken

Independence Day gives us a chance, as individuals and as a
nation, to “advertise” our stance on freedom.

We hear dialog about other countries lack of freedoms and our
own democracy. The greatest threat to our freedom in today’s
world is not from foreign terrorists but from within.

Our fear of the “what ifs” threatens the very foundation of our

democracy.

The Patriot Act highlights the need for vigilance.
The very idea of government having the right to view our library
history or the receipts of our book buying should send up red

flags.

Finding terrorists must not become a witch-hunt and it must
not come by way of compromising the very value system we have

embraced for over two centuries.

The amount of time and money spent on reviewing library
history to yield a “person of interest” could be staggering.

All of this is claimed as necessary because of 9/11. However, if
the existing laws had been enforced the majority of the 9/11
perpetrators wouldn’t have even been in the country.

So how will more laws help when we can’t even manage to

enforce the ones we have?

Last week the Supreme Court upheld a previous court’s ruling
on allowing cities the authority to force the sale of private land for

commercial enterprise.

The government has always had the right to force the sale of
land for things deemed for the good of society like roads and

schools.

But now the family home can be seized for big business.

This could be a windfall for stores such as Wal-Mart, Target and
others, but for the local small property owner it can be devastat-
ing, both financially and emotionally and it smacks of a rapidly

evolving class system.

We may feel we have little to fear in middle America, but that
which effects one will eventually effect all.

And now we have the issue of the flag burning amendment.

“Ask the men and women who stood on top of the Trade Cen-
ter,” said Rep. Randy (Duke) Cunningham, of California, a sup-
porter of this time-consuming proposal. “Ask them and they will

tell you: pass thisamendment.”

And | ask you, in what way does this strengthen our country?
This amendment would not and will not protect us from further
terrorist acts. Once again more laws do not insure a more lawful

society.

The way to raise respect for the government isn’t about laws to
protect an object; but rather laws which respect all people and
promote compromise and diversity.

When we narrow the scope of what is acceptable we narrow the

freedoms we so value.

To be sure, today’s rulings may not effect me as an individual
but they chip away at the freedoms so heroically obtained.
In commemoration of the Fourth of July may we all pay tribute

to freedom for all.

— Mary Kay Woodyard

WRITE:

TheNorton TelegramencouragesL et-
terstotheEditor onany topicof publicin-
terest. Letters should be brief, clear and
to the point. They must be signed and
carry theaddressand phonenumber of the
author.

Wedo not publish anonymousetters.
We sign our opinionsand expect readers
todolikewise.

Wedonot publishformlettersor letters
about topics which do not pertain to our
area. Thank-yous should besubmittedto
theWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but will be
read and edited for form and style, clarity,
lengthand legality. Wewill not publish at-
tackson privateindividuas or businesses
whichdonot pertaintoapublicissue.
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[t was a skunky kind of problem

hat doyoudowhenyoufinda
skunk paddlingaroundinyour
swimming pool ?

WEe're not talking one of those kiddie
poolsyou buy for thedog. Thiswasanin-
ground homeswimmingpool at afriend’s
homejust outside of Blair, Neb.

The husband said hetried to rig araft
of sortsso that the critter could craw! up
over thesideand depart thepool andyard.

It sounded like a good ideato me, but
hesaid, the skunk just kept swimmingin
circles, occasionally bumping into the
contraption and not getting theidea.

Thecouplewatchedthelittlestinker as
is swam slower and slower and finally
went under inaflurry of bubbles.

Atthat point thehusband got thedip net
toremovethebody and disposeof it. But,
asevery doctor knows, whendeath over-
takes anything, all bodily fluids held in
check arereleased.

One dead skunk equaled hundreds of
gallonsof fouled, smelly water.

After taking the dead skunk into the
woods, the husband returned the dip net
to the garage and started the process of
draining the pool.

Even after the pool was drained,
cleaned and refilled, it was two weeks
beforeanyonewould get near it, let alone
init, thewifesaid.

Open
Season
Cynthia Haynes

Andthedip netwascontaminated. The
garage smelled like it had been freshly
sprayed, and the net had to be destroyed.

WewereinabarinKearney, Neb., trad-
ing animal stories during a break at the
NebraskaPressAssociation meeting last
week.

| really thought the skunk story topped
thelist.

The man who swore his cat brought a
dead raccoon into the kitchen through a
basement animal door, camein second.

Thecat, he said, always liked to show
offitskills,andheand hiswifewouldfre-
quently find dead mice, birdsand rabbits
inthekitchen. Theraccoon, however, was
incrediblebecause, not only wasit bigger
thanthecat, thefelineinquestionbrought
itintwice.

Afterfindingthetreasurethefirsttime,
hesaid, hehadremovedittoaditchacross
theroad from hisrural home.

The cat must not have felt that it got

story.

enoughpraiseforitswork, becauseit went
and retrieved the dead, headl essraccoon
anddraggedit backintothebasement and
up the stairsasecond time.

Well, that sure beat my dead rabbit

| did have abig snakestory, however,

As Steve and | were walking along &
jogging pathafew hoursbefore, | heard s
hissingsoundandyelled. A bigsnakewas
holding its head up and moving asif to
strikeabout 18 inchesfrom Steve'sleg.

We both jumped out of the way and
turned toinvestigate.

“You'renot arattlesnake,” Stevesaid.

“Areyousure?’ | asked.

“Sure,” Steve replied. See, his head
isn't triangular and he’s making that
sound with hismouth, not histail. Hehas
no rattles.”

Sureenough, Mr. Bull snakewasweav-
ing back andforthmakingarattling sound
andtryingto flatten hishead.

“I"mabig, badrattlesnake,” heseemed
tobesaying.

Well, wedidn’t exactly pat him onthe
headandsay, “Isn’tthat cute,” butwedid
smileand go on our way.

Hewasn’t therewhen we returned.

I’ sOK torunabluff, butit’ sagoodides
to disappear as soon asyou can. Theguy
you fooled might be going for ahoe.

[t's up to one to save the frogs

ur daughters are always on In

stant Messenger during the

workday, soit’ seasy tosay hi or
ask aquestion.

Like Cynthiaand |, they spend agood
part of theday at thecomputer. Wechat a
little most mornings, then go back to
work.

The other day, | noticed the younger
daughter, Lindsay, had oneof those“1’m
away” messagesup. | sent her amessage
to seewhat thereply was.

“1"mout saving thefrogs,” it said.

OK, | askedforit. I’ll bite.

“Saving frogs?’

Half hour later, the answer came, and,
asusual with Lindsay, it wasastory.

After three yearsteaching junior high
science and biology, she enrolled at the
University of South Carolinato get a
master’ s degree in library science. She
movedto Columbia, S.C., lastfall and got
astudent job at the library. Later, she
moved uptoafull-timepositionininter-
library lending.

It seems that the university mainte-
nance crew drained afountainin front of
thelibrary for cleaning. They left alittle
water inthebottom of thehal f-block-long
pool, and campusfrogsjumpedinanddid
what frogsdo.

When they filled the pool, she said, it
was chock full of tadpoles. Asthey grew
into frogs, though, they had a problem.
Adult frogshaveto breatheair, and there
was no ledge for themto rest on, nor any
way to scalethe 18-inch lip to escapethe
pool.

So astheir gills disappeared, the poor
little frogs were drowning by the hun-
dreds. She said they’d swim aslong as
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Prairie Dog
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they could, thenturn belly upand sink to
the bottom.

And Lindsay, ever the biologist, was
out there on her breaks, saving thefrogs.

Notonherlunchhour, though: “ Daddy,
| might get salmonella.”

Thisisthe girl who used to play with
baby snakes while watching television.
Shedrew thelineat insectsinthosedays,
especially spiders.

If she saw a spider, she'd scream and
leavetheroom.

When she was teaching, though, her
classroom was full of creepy-crawlies,

everything from hamsters to spiders to
tarantulasto scorpions. Shesaid thekids
really gotinto her livelessons.

Now shehasaboyfriendwho hatesany-
thing that crawlsor squirms, though, and
we' renot surehow she'll squarethat with
her penchant for collecting creatures.

For now, at least, she'sdedicated her-
self to saving thecampusfrogs, hundreds
of them.

She said she caught and freed dozens
from the pool thefirst day. She put them
at aspot besidethelibrary whereleaking
sprinklerscreatealittle wetland.

“They did OK except for the onesthat
hopped out ontothebrick walk,” shesaid.
“At 85 degrees, they don't last too long
there.”

Her mother asked today if shewasstill
saving frogs.

“Of course,” shereplied. “If | don't,
who elsewill?’

Good question.
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