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Students in Chuck
Zimmerman'’s eighth grade class
at Norton Junior High School
wrote about their thoughts on
freedom.

A general feeling of patriotism
ledMr. Zimmermanto ask hisstu-
dents to write and share their
thoughts with the newspaper.

All poems and essays empha-

Studentsoffer pledges
of allegiancetocountry

size patriotism and pride for their
country.

Thewritings used inthissection
arejust asampling of thework the
students produced.

We would like to thank Mr.
Zimmerman and all his students
for their finework.

Thank you to our advertisers,
who made this section possible.

What beingan American
meanstome.... B=8=

By ZACH BAINTER

| takealot of pridebeing an American. |
appreciatelivinginafreecountry that gives
meopportunitiesand privileges. Thenum-
ber one reason isthat | can do whatever |
want without being told what to do. Being
an American meansvery muchtomeand |
will alwayssupport it.

By LAURA LEEBAIRD

Thisiswhat beingan American meansto
me. Being an American means having the
right to speak your mind or writewhatever
you please. Beingan American meanshav-
ing the privilege to vote. Being an Ameri-
can means having the opportunity to
broaden your mind with education. Being
an American means being proud of all the
veteranswho have sacrificed so | can have
theserights. Beingan Americanmeansfree-
dom.

By JORDAN BEBB

Beingan Americanmeanssimply having
aright. If someone talks about the U.S. it
gives me a sense of freedom. When you
belong to this country you know that the
special forces keep you in good security.
Y ouwill probably feel more safe herethan
any other country you have ever beenin.

By PHILLIPBECKER

Being an American means the first de-
mocracy, the first time a person could ex-
press themselves. It means that people
fought, bled and died just for something so
simple that is so hard to get; The brave,
proud soldiers have horrible memories of
war so we and our future generations can
always have good memories of freedom.
That iswhat | think being an American
means.

ByHAYLI BOZARTH

Thereason | likeliving in acountry that
has given metheright to befreeto choose,
isbecause| chooseto play sportsand goto
school. | can walk on the streets without
beingwatched by guards. | havetherightto
makemy ownchoicessothat I’ mhappy, not
to make someone else happy. We go to
school so we (the U.S.) treated others and
how wetreat them now.

For usliving in afree country, we don’t
know how otherslive; or how they maintain
their food and water supplies. We havethe
righttowal k onthestreetsand hangoutwith
our friends. If wedidn’tliveintheU.S. we
would not havetheprivilegestowalk down
the streets and laugh about a joke that our
friendsjust told us.

By KERBY BRANDYBERRY

What being an American meansto me.
Being an American means that men have
killed and died fighting trying to protect a
simple piece of paper called the constitu-
tion. And eventhemaost patriotic American
could have doubted that the country would
makeit to theturn of the century. So being
an American meansthat | havetheright to
choose.

The Esdilom of the Land We Love

Aswecel ebratethe Fourth of July with barbecues, fireworksand rev-
elry, it simportant to remember the true meaning of this important
holiday. On the birthday of our nation, we celebrate freedom and de-
mocracy whilesal uting theheroiceffortsof thosewho havefought for
and defended our liberty since July 4, 1776. We' re proud of our coun-
try, our people, our history and our standing asasymbol of hope, free-
dom and democracy to people around the world. Happy Birthday,
America, and may you continue to prosper and stand strong through
future challenges, asyou have so many timesin the past.
Remember to proudly display your American flag on July 4!

Front page photo by Carolyn Plotts at the Norcatur Memorial Day services.
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It's the Go Anywhere, Anytime Hot Tub!

Come in and see our service department
Computer Hardware, Software & Accessories

MORTENSEN

COMPUTER SERVICES

418 1/2 E. HOLME — NORTON, KANSAS
www. mortensencomputerservices.com




