Church:

Take advantage of the
church listings to find out
when and where to go.

Pages6 & 7

Vol. 98, No. 51
75 cents

I rlE

NORTON

[ELEGRAM

Sports:

Norton K-18 splits games
with Stockton, American
Legion team defeats
Plainville and Division Il
boys baseball action.
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Norton, Kansas
Home of Ermalea Mason

Telegram will be
closed Monday

The Norton Telegram office will
be closed on Monday for the
Fourth of July holiday.

No Monday paper will be
printed. Instead, the Tuesday, July
5 edition will become the total
market coverage paper. The
Telegram will be distributed to
every home in Norton County,
regardless of whether you are a
subscriber or not.

The staff at The Telegram wish
you a safe and happy Fourth of
July.

Fireworks set for
Monday at lake

The ninth annual Norton
County Fourth of July Celebration
and Fireworks Spectacular will be
held at the Prairie Dog State Park,
four miles west of Norton, on
Monday.

Free watermelon will be served
beginning at 8 p.m. near the
bathhouse at the east end of the
park near Sebelius Lake.

Also around 8 p.m., Master of
Ceremonies Marvin Matchett will
welcome the crowd. Norton Boy
Scout Troop No. 181 will present
the flag, followed by the National
Anthem and then a patriotic
message read by Mel Rice. Every-
one is invited to go early for
karaoke, which will begin around
7:30 p.m.

Kansas Governor Kathleen
Sebelius will be speaking about
tourism promotion after Mr. Rice
gives the patriotic message.

Just before dark, Troop No. 181
will retire the flag and then the
fireworks will begin.

Forecast:

Tonight — A 40 percent chance of
thunderstorms. Lows in the mid 60s..
Saturday — Highs in the lower 90s.
Saturdayday night — Isolated thunder-
storms in the evening. Lows in the upper
60s. Sunday — A 30 percent chance of
thunderstorms in the afternoon. Highs
in the mid 90s. Sunday night — Mostly
cloudy with a 50 percent chance of
thunderstorms. Lows in the upper 60s.
Monday — A 20 percent chance of
thunderstorms in the afternoon. Highs
around 90. Monday night — A 30
percent chance of thunderstorms. Lows
in the upper 60s.

Howell report:

Tuesday ........cecevenenn. High 103, Low 73
Wednesday .................. High 97, Low 65
Thursday .........c.ccceevnee High 92, Low 59
Weekago .......cccevevenee. High 98, Low 69
Monthago ........c.cc...... High 63, Low 53
Yearago .......coeverennen, High 85, Low 66

June precipitation ................. 3.12 inches

Year-to-date precipitation ... 10.52 inches
(Readings taken at the Paul and Pat Howell farm
10 Miles North and 1/3 Mile East of Norton)

Companion God, thank you for
watching over us all the time. Help us to
share your love and grace with every-
one we meet. Amen
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Hay bales smoldered, smoked and burned (above) while rural fire-
men from Norton and Almena along with local farmers and friends
tried to save what they could. Spencer Braun (below) maneuvered

Businesses
close for
holiday

Patriotism is at an all time high each
year on the Fourth of July.

This year is no exception with many
businesses closing early sotheir employ-
ees can take part in the annual fireworks
display at SebeliusReservoir. Thedisplay
issponsored by the Norton County Area
Chamber of Commerce with assistance
from many businessesand private dona-
tion.

All banking institutions and credit
unions will be closed Monday in obser-
vance of July 4.

Jack Rabbit Service station will be
closed Monday but theother gasstations/
convenience stores will be open their
regular hours. TimeSaver’ sregular hours
are 5 am. to midnight and Love' s and
Diamond Shamrock are alwaysopen, 24
hoursaday, seven daysaweek.

Almena Market had decided to close
Monday while Jamboree, Norton Shop
and Save and The Country Corner in
Lenoraall have shortened hoursfrom 8
am.to6p.m.

It shouldn’ t behardtofindagood place
to eat on the Fourth of July. In Norton
Adventuresin Eating will be open from
1lam.to7p.m.;McDonald’' sfrom6a.m.
to 11 p.m.; Town and Country Kitchen
from6:30a.m.t08:30p.m.; Dairy Queen
from 11 am. to 8 p.m.; Pizza Hut/Taco
Bellfrom1lam.to11lp.m.;andQuizno's
Subfroml1lam.to9p.m.

InNorcatur MamaMillie swill beopen
from 6:30 am. to 2 p.m. and The Cardi-
nal Bar and Grill will servefrom7am.to
10p.m.

(Continued on Page 5)

his tractor with afront-loader and hook, to move asmoldering heap

of hay.

— Telegram photos by Carolyn Plotts

Bales, windbreak catch fire

By CAROLYN PLOTTS

Spontaneous combustion is the sus-
pected culprit as the cause of afire late
Thursday afternoon that damaged or de-
stroyed about 100 large round bal es of
first-cutting hay at the Dwight and
Michelle Sprigg farmstead northwest of
Norton.

Cutting wheat in anearby field to the
southeast, Dennie Lofgreen wasthefirst
tospot thesmokeandradioed hismather,
RuthLofgreentocall 911. Twounitsfrom

the Norton Rural Fire Department re-
sponded immediately to the call. How-
ever, it soon becameapparent they would
need more help. Another truck and more
mensoonarrived, followed by unitsfrom
the AlmenaRural Fire Department.

The large, round hay bales were
stacked, two-deep, parallel to an estab-
lished cedar tree windbreak on the north
side of the Sprigg’s ranch-style farm
home.

(Continued on Page 5)

Nathan Donahey, elevator operator at Reager for the Norton Co-op, and Don Jones, employee,
went top-side Wednesday evening to tighten the drag conveyor on top of the bins.

Harvest Is much better than last year

By VERONICA MONIER

Harvest in Norton County iswell on
itsway andislooking much better than
last year.

Linda Donovan, co-manager of the
Norton Co-op Association, said she
thinksthey areabout 70 percent through
harvest, withthefirstload cominginon
June22.

Test weightshave been very good at
60 plus pounds per bushel, she said.
Y ieldshave been anywherefrom 20to
50 bushel s per acre.

Mrs. Donovan said it was much bet-

ter than expected.

“We thought we' d be lucky if we had
50 percent of anormal crop,” she said.
“The late rains were really beneficial.
We've aready gotten twice as much as
last year.”

But, shesaid, theCo-opalsohasanother
elevator, which is probably why thereis
twiceasmuchaslastyear. TheNorton Co-
op bought the Brady Grain elevator in
Nortonin May.

In Lenora, test weightsare also good.

Peggy Ninemire, an employee of Hi-
Plains Co-op in Lenora, said their test

— Telegram photo by Carolyn Plotts

weights have been anywhere from 59
to64 poundsper bushel. Shesaidshe's
heard of yieldsinthe50 bushel per acre
range. But, she said, farmers haven't
really been saying.

“Thisyear’salot better,” shesaid.

Mrs. Ninemire said Lenora sfirst
load camein on June 22.

Thefirstload cameintothe Almena
Agri-ServiceonJunel7, said Manager
Rod Johnson.

Test weights have been between 50
to 61 pounds per bushel with yields

(Continued on Page 5)




PRAIRIE VIEW

By VIVIAN JANSONIUS

On Tuesday, June 14, Vivian
Jansoniuswent to Phillipsburg to
work inthehospital. L ater shevis-
ited at the home of her daughter,
Anita. They visited friends at the
Golden Y earsCenter and then ate
dinner at the Pizza Hut. Mrs.
Jansoniusalsovisited at thehome
of Chet and Darlena Rumbaugh.
Others present were Lucille
Hofaker, Logan; Dawnita Reese,
Lyle Rose, Eve Hansen, Virgil
Whitsill andKathy Nerlkein, all of
Phillipsburg.

Those who attended the noon
carry-indinner at thePrairieView
Senior Citizen Center on June 15
were: John and Doreen Hoffman,
Logan; Glenand LindaHultgren,
Marvin Harbers, Burdett and
BelvalL eydig, Wilmer and Marie
Hogan, theRev. Jeffrey andLinda
Van Der Weele and Philip, Faith
Van Diest, Goldie Barker,
Julianna Lasniewski, Rodney
Jansonius, Clazine Engelsman,
Vivian Jansonius, Clorisa Abel
and Roy, Pamela Abel and Alex
Araujo, Gertrude Erickson and
Erma Jean Nyland, all of Prairie

View.

Thefollowingrelativeswent to
Phillipsburg Saturday tothehome
of Kerry and RhondaKellerman,
Jordan, Jaronand Jacy tocelebrate
Jordan’s 11th and Jaron’s 8th
birthdays. They were: Vivian
Jansoniusof PrairieView; Kenny
and Cindy Gavin of Ellinwood;
Tammy Slaytonand Brookefrom
DodgeCity; Jerol and Jennifer De
Boer, Kelsee and Taylor, Mark
and Lisa Grieve, Kaiden and
Megan, and Heath and Lori
Bogart, Kali, AlexandKambri, all
from Hays; and Ivan and Mary
Heersink, Wilma Kellerman and
Eddy and AnitaDeBoer, al from
Phillipsburg.

A nicecrowd of peoplefromthe
Prairie View Reformed Church,
went to Phillipsburg after church
Sunday, June 19, to attend the
Father’ sDay potluck picnicatthe
home of John and JuanitaMason.

The Prairie Homemakers met
June27 atthePrairieView Senior
Community Center for thelesson
by Nancy Kent on “A Place For
Everything”. Hostesses were
GloriaDeWittand Beth Ponstien.

ALMENA NEWS

By ESTHER MARBLE

L ast Tuesday afternoon, June21
Larry Miller came to Esther
Marble' s home and said a man
wanted to take pictures of my
house. He was a grandson of
Clifford Stover. His name was
Clifford also and said hisdad’s
nameisCliffordandheis79years
oldandtheyliveinCalifornia. He
remembered eating mulberries
whenhecametovisithisgrandfa-
ther yearsago. But thisyear there
aren’'t many berries asit froze too
late. Wehad anicevisitand hetook
lots of picturesto show hisdad.

Alice Kuiper and Lois
Schamber droveto SalinaJune21
tovisitRossandMargaret Reeves.
They spent afew hours visiting
before going to the Ken Kuiper

home. They spent the night with
Ken and Marlaand visited in the
Reeves retirement home before
driving homethe next day.
Visitors of Reva Smith during
theweek wereRitaBieber onJune
22, Evelyn Zellmer and Andy on
June 22. Beth Heikes and daugh-
ter Cindy McKenna and grand-
daughter Shelbi McKenna came
June 24 and brought supper for
everyone. Levina lngram came
June 24 and Jean Leuszler and
LauraCraigcameJune26. Esther
MarblevisitsRevaevery day.
Ellis and June Fisher visited
Esther Marble Friday afternoon.
Visitors of Dick and Betty
Baker the last two days has been
Dick’ sdaughter Bobbie,husband
and children from Besztty, Nev.

Harvest is looking good

(Continued from Page 1)
anywherefrom 30bushel sper acre
to 60 bushels per acre.

Thisyearismuchbetter thanlast
year, hesaid.

“It'stenfold,” he said. “We
didn’t haveacroplast year.”

A Norcatur areafarmer alsore-
ported agood crop.

TheBrianKelly farmhad atest
weight of 63 pounds per bushel
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ter at blazing bales during Thursday afternoon’s fire

(Continued from Page 1)

Working through the thick
smoke, firemenfought theblaze
while friends and neighbors
withtractorsequippedwithbale
mover spikes, frontloadersand
blades moved bales out of the
way. Some bales were almost
untouched, others were black-
ened, some were smoking and
otherswerefully afire.

It was like a choreographed

dance as the equipment whipped
around the confined space of the
Sprigg’ syard. Onetractor would
movein, pick up abale, back out
andtakeit out of theway. Another
tractor wasintheque, waiting his
turn to move in for another bale.
Someof thebal eshadtobespread
around theyard so David Sprigg,
Dwight’ sbrother, coulddriveover
it with histractor, pulling adisc.
Tony VanPatten, an Almena

-.'"?‘t': _ ; . ..

Almena firefighters aimed a high-pressure jet of wa- at the Dwight Sprigg farm home.

— Telegram photo by Carolyn Plotts

Hay bale fire spreads to windbreak

firefighter said, “ That’ soneof the
few waysto put out straw or hay
fires. You just have to tear ‘em
apart.”

Assistant Rural Fire Chief Ed
Witt said, it might take several
hours before the fire would be
compl etly extinguished.

The fire was contained to the
bales, although afew treesin the
windbreak were damaged or de-
stroyed.

Itwasnotknownif thehouse
sustained any smoke damage.

A more complete story will
appear in Tuesday’ sedition of
The Norton Telegram.

Mr. and Mrs. Sprigg are out
of town with the Norton BB
Gun team as they compete in
the national finalsin Bowling
Green, Tenn.

NORTON MANORNEWS

By DORIS MIZELL
June 18 James and Lena

Skrdlant wereguestsat abarbecue
at Leroy Atwellsfor Leroy’ s80th
birthday. L eroy’ schildrencooked
up the surprise for their father.

and an average yield of 50 bush- Those present wereLila, Mr. and

elsper acre.

Shoppers have spent the past week getting ready for the
Fourth of July holiday by stocking up on fireworks. The
Norton Archery Club’s fireworks stand is just one of sev-

Some businesses set to
close for July 4 holiday

(Continued from Page 1)

Restaurantschoosingtoclosein
observance of the Fourth are The
Beacon Cafe, PurePrairie, K & S
Center Cafe, Norton; and TheSta-
tion, Almena. China Garden is
closed while the owners are on
vacationin California.

O’Brien’s Bar in downtown
Nortonwill beopenfrom3p.m.to
Op.m.

The Norton Theatre will be
closed Monday. Call 877-2045t0
find out show timesfor therest of
theweek.

Both discount storesin Norton
will be open Monday. Pamida
from 9 am. to 6 p.m. and Dollar
General from9am.to7p. m.

Pamida Pharmacy and Moffet
Pharmacy will both beclosed July
4 aswill the Doctor’s Clinic and
the Norton Health Department.

All public officesincluding the
Norton County Courthouse,
Norton Public Library, Norton
City Officesandtheunified school
district office will all be closed
Monday.

Mrs. LedieLeCount, Norton; Mr.
andMrs.LeonAtwell, GlenElder;

Mr. Lance Atwell, Garner, lowa;
Mr. and Mrs. David Kindall,
Norton; Mr. and Mrs. Matsin,
Norton, Mr.andMrs.KenZeigler,
Amber and Brett, Oakley and
Jamesand L enaSkrdlant, Norton.

Tuesday, June 21 Mrs. Brock
Miller , also Grandma Skrdlant
and two little girls, Emily and

eral around the county that people can go to.

— Telegram photo by Veronica Monier

America's Cover Miss®
and Cover Boy #USA

Beauty Pageant
& Baby Contest

Upcoming Events:

State
Ad Privcess

July 15, Great Bend Perkins Rest. 7 pm
July 16, Norton HS Auditorium, 1 pm

July 16, Colby Comm. Bldg. 7 pm
oo am(olebrating 22 Years of Pageantry Excellencoms e

Contact:

Rick & Dena Frazier
(405) 707-73%7
www.amcvrmiss.com
amcvrmiss@cowbo

Find out how to compete for FREE!

Everyone recelves a trophy
Crowns, prizes, discounts to state
No experience necessary

Family fun!

Ericka, stopped to visit Great-
GrandmaEthel Miller beforethey
went back to Texas. Alsostopping
by to see the visitors were two
Aunts, Lena Skrdlant and Mary
Keith.

Saturday Brandon Otter called
AnettaK nappfrom Germany. All
wasfine. Hewasgettingready for
his brother from Iraq to come
spend some time with him. Rex
Knapp spent Saturday evening
with hismother Anetta.

Dorothy Foland was surprised
to have her daughter Terri and
husband Tobby knock on their
door last Friday night. Shethought
they were camping in the hills of
Idaho. When she answered the
door shewassurprisedtoseeTerri
after three years. Therest of the
family wasin onthe surprise.

Junel9, DorisMizell accompa-

nied Ray and Ruth Mizell to Nor-
folk, Neb., toattendtheNew Way
Singers concert at the Johnny
Carson Theater. It was an experi-
encetogotothetheater aswell as
to hear the concert. Thiswas the
end of the tour so Stephen came
home with them and Janice anc
Elainefrom Lamar, Colo.

June 17, Mr. and Mrs. James
Skrdlant weresurprised by Robert
and Dawn Pauley who popped in
with pizzaand muskmelon for
James' Father Day.

Mary K eithsayssheisgladtobe
back home. She has had lots of
residentsvisit recently alongwith
her family.

Manor residents welcome
Truman and Catherine Hicks.
They areliving on third floor.

Twenty-oneresidentscamefor
coffee Monday morning.

The
HARLAN COUNTY
BANK

8 Month
Celebration CD

A_RY. annual percentage yield
510,000 Minimum Deposit

HARLAN COUNTY BANK

(308) s28-2101

Oifice of Yark Siate Bank & Trust Compamy
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